Glossary of Terms:
Achievement Gap ‑ Refers to the difference between the academic achievements of two groups of students.  

ACT ‑ American College Testing.  A college entrance test measuring English, Math, Reading, and Science.  It assesses the general educational development of high school students, and their ability to complete college-level work.

Adequate Yearly Progress  (AYP) ‑ Adequate Yearly Progress is the minimum level of improvement that school districts and schools must achieve each year as determined by the state under the No Child Left Behind Act.

Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) ‑ AMO is the percent proficient on exams required by the state. These are the AMO's for Alaska by year and subject:

School Year

AMO for Language Arts
AMO for Mathematics

	2004-05
	70.03%
	62.38%

	2005-06
	70.03%
	62.38%

	2006-07
	70.03%
	62.38%

	2007-08
	76.03%
	69.90%

	2008-09
	76.03%
	69.90%

	2009-10
	76.03%
	69.90%

	2010-11
	82.03%
	77.42%

	2011-12
	88.03%
	84.94%

	2012-13
	94.03%
	92.46%

	2013-14
	100%
	100%


AP - The Advanced Placement Program provides motivated high school students with the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting.  Students gain college-level skills and in many cases also earn college credit while they are still in high school.

API ‑ Alaska Performance Index.  A measure of the specific standards tested on the Alaska Standards Based Assessment Examinations and the HSGQE.  The API provides a detailed summary of student performance relative to a specific standard than the rating on the overall examination.

ASD ‑ Anchorage School District, 4600 DeBarr Avenue, Anchorage, AK (907) 742-4153. – or - http://www.asdk12.org
Benchmark Tests ‑ Refers to the tests developed and mandated by the State of Alaska.  In 2003-2004, the Benchmark Exam was administered at grades three, six and eight.  The test measures student achievement on reading, writing and mathematics standards developed by the state.  Students are determined to be “proficient” or “not-proficient” in each skill measured.  Starting with 2004-05 school year, the Benchmarks are being replaced with the Standard-Based Assessments Gr. 3-9.

CAT 6 ‑ California Achievement Test, also called the TerraNova.  A norm-referenced test given to students in grades four, five, seven and nine.  This test measures skills in the core areas of language arts, math, social studies and science.

Certificate of Achievement  ‑
Criterion referenced test ‑ A test that measures a learner’s achievement against specific performance standards.  The score does not compare students with one another but demonstrates how well the student knows the tested material.  The State of Alaska Benchmark Exams and HSGQE are criterion-referenced tests.

Disaggregated data ‑"Disaggregate" means to separate a whole into its parts. In education, this term means that test results are sorted by racial and ethnic groups of students and by students who are economically disadvantaged, have disabilities, or have limited English proficiency. This practice allows parents and teachers to see more than just the average test score for a student's school. Instead, parents and teachers can see how each student group is performing.

Disaggregation ‑ The process of breaking into parts.  When data is disaggregated, the scores of a large group are sorted into smaller groupings.  Test data can be disaggregated by socio-economic status, length of tenure in district, racial/ethnic group membership or membership in a service or program group such as special education.

Economically Disadvantaged Student  ‑
ESEA ‑ Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  The federal law that guides and provides oversight of public education in all fifty states. No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is the latest revision or authorization of this act.

Fall Oasis  ‑
FTE ‑ Full-time equivalent.  A standard measure of students or staff often used in the budget process.  Two half-time students equal on full-time equivalent student.

Full Academic Year (FAY) ‑ Full academic year is defined as October 1st through the first day of testing.  That is determined by school, by district, and by state.  In other words, if a student moves during that timeline between one school and another in the same district, he would not count for AYP determinations in the school, but he would in the district.  Likewise, if a student moves between districts in the same state, he would only be counted in the state determinations.

HSGQE ‑ High School Graduation Qualifying Examination.  The exam created by the State of Alaska to determine whether a student has met State Standards for high school graduates.  The three-part exam covers mathematics, reading and writing.  Beginning in 2004, students must demonstrate proficiency on all three portions of the exam prior to earning a high school diploma in Alaska.

Independent reader ‑ A student who can read without assistance.  The Anchorage School District has a goal of each child attaining independent reader status by the end of the third grade.

Limited English Proficient (LEP) ‑ Limited English Proficient (LEP) refers to students for whom English is a second language and who are not reading or writing English at grade level.

Mean ‑ An average, calculated by adding the values of a set or scores and dividing by the number of scores in the set.

MNCE  - This is the Mean of the Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE).  The Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE)is discussed in the glossary. The Mean Normal Curve Equivalent (MNCE) is computed by adding the Normal Curve Equivalent scores of all students in a group, then dividing by the number of students in that group. (see definition of Normal Curve Equivalent – NCE- below)

Mobility ‑ A measurement of the number of students who change schools during a school year.  The mobility rate is the percentage of students who transfer at least one time during the school year.

NAEP ‑ National Assessment of Educational Progress.  An assessment of what students in the United States know in various subject areas.  NAEP is also used to describe the abilities of students in individual states.

NCE - The Normal Curve Equivalent of the National Percentile.  The NCE uses a scale that ranges from 1 to 99 and coincides with the National Percentile scale at 1, 50, and 99.  Normal Curve Equivalents have the advantage of being based on an equal-interval scale. That is - the difference between two successive scores on the scales has the same meaning throughout the scale.  This property allows for adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing the numbers to develop meaningful statistics (e.g. the average, or the gain). 

 Uses of NCE:

1. Allows you to compare the performance of students who take different levels or forms of the same test within a test battery.

2. Allows you to draw comparisons across subject matter for the same student. 

3. Can be used to compute meaningful summary statistics.

4. Can be used to evaluate gains over time.

5. Can be used to combine data from different tests.

 Limitation of NCE:

Does not give easily understood information about an individual student’s achievement level, unless they are compared to another value or are converted to a percentile score. 

NCLB ‑ No Child Left Behind.  Another name for the reauthorized federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (2001).

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) ‑ NCLB is the most recent authorization of the Elementary authorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which is the principal federal law affecting K-12 educators.

Norm referenced test ‑ A test that measures a learner’s achievement compared to a norm group.  Expressed in a “percentile rank” which describes a student’s achievement relative to his or her peers.  The California Achievement Test (CAT) is a norm-referenced test.

Parental involvement ‑ Parental involvement is the participation of parents in regular, two-way, meaningful communication involving students’ academic learning and other school activities. The involvement includes ensuring that parents play an integral role in assisting their children’s learning; that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their children’s education at school; that parents are full partners in their children’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their children.

Participation File  ‑
Proficiency ‑ Proficiency is mastery or the ability to do something at grade level.

Progress toward graduation ‑ The number of credits a student earns in grades nine through twelve, leading to graduation.  

Provision Three  ‑
Quartile ‑ Division of student test scores into four sections.  The TerraNova/CAT/6 scores are divided into quartiles based on the national norm.  Students in the first quartile score at or below the 25th percentile.  Students in the fourth quartile score at or above the 75th percentile.  The national expectation is that 25% of students will fall into each quartile.  Having fewer than 25% of students in the first or lowest quartile is a positive result on a norm-referenced achievement test.

Retention ‑ The act of keeping or retaining something.  Students who are retained are held back from progressing to the next grade. 

SAT ‑ Scholastic Achievement Test.  A college entrance test that measures verbal and mathematical reasoning skills students have developed over time and skills they need to be successful academically.  Many colleges and universities use the SAT as one indicator among others of a student’s readiness to do college-level work.

Safe Harbor ‑ "Safe Harbor" is a provision in No Child Left Behind intended for schools and districts that are making progress in student achievement but are not yet meeting target goals for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). It is designed to prevent the over-identification of schools not making AYP.

Socio-economic status ‑ Refers to the student’s family income or economic well-being.  The Anchorage School District disaggregates test scores, separating the scores of those students receiving free and reduced-price lunch from those not eligible for free and reduced-price lunch for comparison purposes.  Free and reduced-price lunch eligibility is determined by income and eligibility levels are determined by the federal government.

Stability‑ A measurement of the length of time students stay in one school.  Students with one-year stability remain enrolled in the same school from the first day of school until the last school day of a given year.

Standard-Based Assessments Gr. 3-9. ‑

Standardized test ‑ A test administered in accordance with explicit directions for uniform administration.

Summer Oasis  ‑
Supplemental services ‑ Students from low-income families who are attending schools that have been identified as failing for two years will be eligible to receive outside tutoring or academic assistance. Parents can choose the appropriate services for their child from a list of approved providers. The school district purchases the services using Title I funds set aside for that purpose.

TerraNova ‑ California Achievement Test - CAT 6 – a norm-referenced test used as part of the state’s accountability program to assess student academic achievement (See CAT 6 entry above).

Title I ‑ Title I provides federal funding for schools to help students who are behind academically or at risk of falling behind. Funding is based on the number of low-income children in a school, generally those eligible for the free lunch program. Title I is intended to supplement, not replace, state and district funds. Schools receiving Title I monies are supposed to involve parents in deciding how these funds are spent and in reviewing process. Title I used to be called Chapter One.

Transience ‑ 

Waiver  ‑
