
Tuluksak Visit 2009 –Jewel McFarlane and Asha Brown
Asha Brown and Jewel McFarlane are 

interns in a Kindergarten and 6th Grade 

classroom in Anchorage. The AEIN Rural 

Exchange to Tuluksak was our first visit to 

rural Alaska. We are graduating on May 2, 

2010 and plan to work as elementary 

teachers in the Anchorage School District. 

AEIN is funded under a $9.3 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The ideas and opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the policies of the U.S. Department of Education or endorsement by the Federal Government.

As interns in an urban community, we were 

not  previously exposed to the true lifestyles 

of people living in rural Alaska. The rural 

field experience was valuable to our 

development as professionals in education 

because it allowed us to experience another 

culture first hand and learn how to engage 

students coming from that culture.

While visiting Tuluksak, we experienced 

many different aspects of life in a rural 

village, both in the school and the 

community. We had the opportunity to go 

out and see fish traps on the frozen 

Kuskokwim, steam with experienced 

steamers, play basketball with the girlsô 

varsity team, and teach lessons in our host 

classrooms.

This experience helped us become more 

aware of the lifestyles and experiences of 

students from rural Alaska and inspired us 

to become more culturally responsive in our 

teaching.

We flew in to Tuluksak, AK along 

the Kuskokwim River.

Tuluksak School 

is located in the

Yupiit School 

District.

We participated in some Yupôik language 

classes with the students. Thankfully 

the kids were very helpful!

We would like to give a big thank you 

to Dr. Jester and the AEIN team that 

arranged our visit to Tuluksak. Thank 

you also to the principal and staff at 

Tuluksak School for making this trip 

unforgettable! 


