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Thanks for meeting with us
Agatha John-Shields, Vicky Otte, Jim Powell, Nancy Boxler, Mary Snyder, & Pat Chesbro met with legislators and Alaska Department of Education and Early Development officials during a recent trip to Juneau.
While there, we met with aides of Representatives Edgmon & Fairclough and Senators Hoffman & Stedman as well as Representatives Gardner, Wilson, Keller, & Joule and Senators Stevens & Huggins. We also had the opportunity to talk with Commissioner LeDoux & Rural Education Director Carlson in their offices. We were unable to meet with Representative Seaton, but dropped off information at his office.
Though this trip was intended to “spread the word” about AEIN, distribute our 2-page brief, and describe some specific school results of their network, several interesting observations and questions arose. The Commissioner and most legislators are interested in additional data and the potential for reaching more schools. He believes that collaboration between communities, schools, the Department, and the universities is essential. Other questions:
· How is networked learning different from attending a conference?
· How would it look in this state if we shifted from thinking of educators, schools and districts as individuals to considering the power of the collective to improve student learning?
· How can such a network enhance efforts toward language preservation?
· How can we continue to let people, specifically legislators, know and understand the concept of networked learning?
Prepare to Celebrate in April
The AEIN Celebration & Symposium will be held at UAA, on April 26 & 27, 2010. Again, we will be sharing our results via posters. We will send a poster template in early April. We will also hold a reception for the governing board on Monday the 26th.
Weaving the Fabric of Professional Development in the 21st Century Through Technology
The February issue of the Journal of Staff Development, a publication of the National Staff Development Council, features an article about our mini-networks. I have attached a PDF of the article. Though the words are ours, the wonderful graphics are the work of the NSDC editors. Please read and share.  
Congratulations, College of Education
The UAA College of Education was recently visited by the Board of Examiners of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education. This peer review process is intended to ensure that the College is meeting the national standards prior to the visit, the College engaged in a year long self study process. NCATE will issue its final assessment later this year, but the board chair seemed very positive about the visit. Thanks to Kashunamiut School District who welcomed Chair Dr. Morrow, a resident of Kansas, for a visit to rural Alaska. 
A Final Thought
Researcher Richard Elmore has long observed that there are greater differences between teachers in the same school than between schools. In Instructional Rounds (2009), Elmore and his co-authors note, “…if we value individual learning exclusively in the way we organize teaching and professional development, we aggravate the problem that has stimulated the need for school improvement in the first place: we increase the variability in the quality of student learning among classrooms. Individual learning is good for individuals….Individual learning, however, is not always good for organizations…If the school is the unit of improvement, then individual teachers have to work across classrooms to generate improvement.” AEIN is not only working across classrooms, but across schools and districts. Together, we will positively impact student learning in Alaska. 
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