GRADUATE STUDIES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
The graduate program in Biological Sciences offers a research program of study leading to the Master of Science degree. The MS degree requires a thesis that is the result of research performed either under the supervision of UAA faculty or under the supervision of a qualified and approved affiliate advisor from outside the University community.We recommended that prospective students review the Program guidelines and expectations, which are detailed in the Department’s Graduate Handbook http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/biology/graduate/index.cfm  
The department also offers PhD degrees in association with the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Because application guidelines and requirements differ among the departments at UAF with which we collaborate, we recommend that you contact the faculty member at UAA with whom you would like to work, and discuss how to proceed.

General guidelines for prospective students can also be found on UAA’s Graduate School webpage, http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/graduateschool/Prospective/index.cfm
MASTER OF SCIENCE, BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Students seeking admission into the Biological Sciences MS degree program should meet the following requirements: 
1. Students must have a bachelor’s degree in biology, chemistry, or equivalent science. Although graduating college or university seniors are invited to apply, no student may be formally admitted to graduate study until the baccalaureate degree has been awarded from an accredited college or university. 
2. The student must take both the General GRE and the Subject GRE (either Biology, Biochemistry or Chemistry Subject GRE) and have the scores sent to the University.
3. Applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA, or at least a 70th percentile in 2 out of the 6 GRE scores (verbal, quantitative, analytical, or three subtests of the Subject GRE). Successful applicants ordinarily have no grade lower than a C in undergraduate science courses.
4. Foreign students must submit scores from the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) if English is not the applicant's native language or was not the language of instruction for the applicant's baccalaureate degree.  TOEFL scores may be waived if the applicant has been a long-term resident of the United States or of another English-speaking country. At a minimum, students must meet the TOEFL score guideline set by UAA for undergraduate admission. These guidelines can be found in the Catalog.
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR ADMISSION 

1. Applicants must complete the UAA graduate application form, which is available online at http://edit.uaa.alaska.edu/admissions/admis_grad.cfm 

2. Official transcript(s), reflecting graduate level credits and credits pertaining to the baccalaureate degree, from each institution attended. Transcripts are to be requested by the student and must be submitted in an officially sealed envelope.

3. Applicants with transcript(s) from institution(s) outside the United States or Canada must provide an official statement of equivalency from a recommended credentials evaluation service and, if necessary, an English translation of the transcript. 
4. Official scores from the General and Subject Graduate Records Exam (GRE), as indicated above. Official scores are to be requested by the student and sent directly by the testing agency.

5. If necessary, scores from the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) should also be submitted. 

6. Three letters of recommendation from persons who are qualified to evaluate your ability to successfully perform graduate level coursework and research.
7. A brief (typically 1 page) statement of the applicant’s research and career goals.
8. A letter of support from a UAA faculty member expressing willingness to accept the applicant into his/her research group, and a statement of available funding or funding opportunities for research support for the student. Because students will not be admitted to the program without a faculty mentor, prospective graduate students are strongly advised to contact faculty for research/advisor arrangements at an early stage of their admission process. Applicants must have a faculty mentor to be accepted into the program. Faculty research interests are available online: http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/biology/ 
Items 1-5 must be submitted to enrollment services; items 6-8 are submitted directly to the Department of Biological Sciences. Applicants should also submit unofficial copies of items 1-5 to the Department. Questions about this process should be directed to the Departmental Secretary, at 907-786-4770.  
Mailing address: Department of Biological Sciences Graduate Program, 3101 Science Circle, CPISB 101N, Anchorage, AK 99508. 
ADMISSION DEADLINES AND REVIEW 
· For Fall admission, all materials are due by March 1 
· For Spring admission, all materials are due by November 1
Acceptance is determined by the Graduate Affairs Committee (GAC) and is based on:

· Prospective student’s overall credentials
· Availability of faculty mentor for student research interests
