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UAA is an EEO/AA employer and educational institution.
COE Background Check Policy





The College of Education requires compliance with specific background clearance policies and procedures for candidates participating in university-sponsored fieldwork and those enrolling in coursework offered at the Providence Early Learning Lab (PELL). In some cases, criminal history background clearance is required for admission to a department or program. In addition to self disclosure of criminal history to the College of Education and its partners, a check of the Alaska and National Sex Offender Registries, a fingerprint-based check by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and a name-based check through the Alaska Public Safety Information Network may be required. Various agencies and centers may have additional requirements. 





Denial of Placement





1. Failure to comply with the College of Education background check requirements will result in denial of access to field placement settings or PELL. Failure to pass the criminal history background check will result in removal from the program. 


2. Anyone convicted of the following crimes, or an attempt, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit one of the following crimes in any degree cannot obtain a teaching certificate in Alaska and will be denied admission to COE programs and field experiences:


Sexual assault


Sexual abuse of a minor


Incest


Unlawful exploitation of a minor


Indecent exposure


Offense outside of Alaska with similar elements


3. Denial of program admission or field experience placement may also occur under the following circumstances:


On probation


Charges pending


Suspended Imposition of Sentence (SIS)


Failure to disclose a conviction


Revocation or suspension of a certificate by the Professional Teaching Practices Commission





Student Dispute Process





Where a denial or removal is based on conviction of crimes that preclude State certification, students may contest that they were, in fact, convicted of such a crime.  No other issue may be raised. For other convictions, students may request a review of the decision based on a claim that the student was not convicted of a crime or that the administration erred in the exercise of making its decision. See the UAA Fact Finder Student Handbook and the COE Handbook (Procedures for Resolving Disputes Regarding Denial of Admission to or Dismissal from a Program of Study for Academic Reason). Districts, schools, and agencies have the right to deny access to a field placement despite any decision made by UAA.





Background Check


FAQs


When is it required?


If you register for a class at the Providence Early Learning Lab (PELL) or are planning to register for an internship, practicum, or a course that requires a field experience, you must complete the appropriate background check prior to participating in these activities.


What happens if I do not submit a background check? 


You will be denied access to PELL and you will not be allowed to participate in the field experience.  Denial of your participation will affect your course grade and may prolong your enrollment in the program.


Will I need more than one background check?


You may need two background checks. In the beginning of your program, you may be in the PELL facility or take courses that require field experiences. Later in your program, you will participate in a practicum or internship.  The field experience and the practicum/internship require different types of background clearance.  


What if I already have a valid Alaska teaching, special services, or administrator certificate?


You may submit a copy of your current Alaska certificate to the Office of Student Engagement.  An additional background clearance is not required unless you are taking a class in the PELL facility.











What do I need to know?


There are crimes that preclude certification that can impact your ability to be admitted to a COE program or field experience. 


Be prepared to make a statement that details any criminal convictions and arrests without a conviction. It is extremely important that you are honest and forthcoming about any criminal history, excluding juvenile records. 


If you have obtained PELL clearance, it is valid for 5 years. In most cases, you will not need another background check until you apply for a Student Teaching Authorization (practicum/internship).


If you do not have PELL clearance, you will need to obtain an APSIN clearance (also known as an IPR) to participate in field experiences that are associated with lecture courses. It is valid for 12 months.


Unless you already hold a current teaching license in Alaska, you will need to apply for a Student Teaching Authorization Certificate before you participate in an internship and some extensive practica. This application requires a fingerprint-based background check. The PELL clearance cannot be used for this application.


There are fees associated with all background checks (typical range: $20 - $110).


Any student convicted of a crime after a background check has been processed must update the information with the OSE within 24 hours of conviction. Students who already possess a current Teacher, Administrative, or Special Services Certificate in Alaska need only report criminal convictions since the most recent background check required by the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development.


Districts, schools, or agencies may deny access to a field placement for any reason.





What Is a PELL Clearance?





The Providence Early Learning Lab (PELL) is a childcare facility serving employees of the Providence Healthcare network. Some COE courses are offered at this facility. To take courses at this facility, a fingerprint-based background check is required. The total cost is approximately $105. The clearance is valid for 5 years.





How do I obtain PELL clearance?


There are multiple steps in obtaining this clearance. Contact the Office of Student Engagement for more information.





What is the APSIN Clearance or Interested Person Report (IPR)?





The Alaska Public Safety Information Network (APSIN) serves as the criminal justice information system for Alaska and provides access to state and federal law enforcement records. Students with a valid PELL clearance usually do not need an additional APSIN clearance, also known as an Interested Person Report (IPR). The cost of an IPR is typically $20 and it is valid for 12 months.


If an IPR expires during the semester a student is engaged in a field experience, the student may need to obtain another IPR.  Check with the Office of Student Engagement to be sure.


How do I obtain an IPR?


Find the locations where IPRs can be obtained: �HYPERLINK "http://www.dps.state.ak.us/statewide/background/walkin.aspx"�www.dps.state.ak.us/statewide/�background/walkin.aspx�. Two forms of identification are required when obtaining an IPR; one must be government issued photo I.D. such as a driver’s license or passport.  





Provide the IPR results to the Office of Student Engagement when you sign up for your placement.  








What is a STA Clearance?





An Alaska Student Teaching Authorization (STA) is required by the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (EED) to do an internship/student teaching in a public school in Alaska. Some extensive practicum courses also require a STA. The application for a STA includes a fingerprint-based background clearance. The total cost of a STA is approximately $100. The background check is valid up to 18 months from the time of EED’s receipt of the STA.





Students who hold a current Teacher, Special Services, or Administrator Certificate in Alaska are exempt from the STA requirement.





How do I obtain a STA?


A STA application is part of the internship or extensive practicum application. It must be submitted well in advance of the semester in which the practicum/internship occurs. Contact the Office of Student Engagement for more information.








Office of Student Engagement


Jo L. Walker, Field Placements and Certification Coordinator


Professional Studies Building


Suite 224


3211 Providence Drive


Anchorage, AK  99508


Telephone:  (907) 786-4331


Fax:  (907) 786-4473


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:anjlw3@uaa.alaska.edu"�anjlw3@uaa.alaska.edu�
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Mandatory Background Check Guidelines








