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 Admission Notification 
Verification of the committee’s decision will be forwarded to the Office of Enrollment services, which will in turn send formal 
notification of acceptance to the applicant.  
 

 Master’s Degree Programs 
Students admitted to master’s programs are assigned an advisor.  They should make an appointment with this advisor to develop 
a degree plan. The advisor guides the student in the selection of a committee.  The committee develops an individual graduate 
program for each student based upon transfer credits, program requirements, and elective courses.  The program may or may not 
include certification requirements.  The approved program becomes the contract between the student and the university, and 
must be completed within seven years from the time the earliest coursework for the program was completed.  The State of 
Alaska issues certificates and endorsements as a result of successful program completion as attested by the Program Chair and 
the Dean of the College of Education. 
 

 Professional Practicum 
A practicum is a required part of this program.  Prior to permitting the candidate to enter the final stage of preparation, which is 
characterized by participation in a practicum or internship, the faculty committee will evaluate the student’s performance in the 
program.  Admission into this final phase of professional preparation is a faculty decision and is separate from entry into the 
graduate program.  Difficulties, including minimal academic performance, attitude problem, poor field reports, or other factors 
may result in denial of entry to practicum or internship. 
 

Performance in practicum and internship is closely monitored, with stated minimum competencies and the development of 
individual growth objectives.  Since this is the practice and application phase of professional development, it is assumed that 
students will demonstrate maturity in professional actions, attitudes, and performance. 
 

 Certification and Endorsement Requirements 
Students seeking certification and endorsement from the State of Alaska are responsible for assuring they fulfill current state 
requirements beyond those specified for the master’s degree. 

1. Completion of the certification requirements (Note: only 
courses with a grade of “C” or better may be applied to 
meet the certification requirement.) 

2. Recommendation of the Program Chair 
3. Approval of the Dean of the College of Education. 

 Candidacy 
When the candidate is in his/her final course work, the committee will review the candidate’s progress for admission to 
Candidacy.  Candidacy allows the candidate to enter the final program phase, which includes a written comprehensive exam.  
Students must have completed their course work with the minimum of a “B” average.  In addition, the committee will seek 
evidence of a candidate’s acceptable performance in written expression prior to entry into the final phase of the advanced 
academic degree. 
 

 Graduation Requirements 
1. Completion of the general university requirements and 

Master’s Degree requirements. 
2. An official program plan must be approved before 

completion of nine hours of course work. 
3. Complete a minimum of 18 credits in a program at the 

graduate (600) level 
4. Complete a minimum of 36 hours of approved course 

work in a program (individual program requirements 

vary).   For Counseling 42-45 credits are typically 
required. 

5. At least 18 hours must be completed after the 
semester in which the student was admitted and an 
official program approved by his/her graduate 
committee. 

6. Pass a comprehensive written examination.  The 
student’s committee may also require an oral 
examination. 

 

Cautionary Note:  Graduate courses completed prior to being admitted as an approved graduate student will not necessarily be 
applicable towards a specific graduate degree program.  Coursework completed seven or more years before the date of the degree 
may not be used to fulfill the requirements of the degree. 
 

The Dean of the College of Education may allow credit earned at other universities in the statewide system (i.e. UAF, UAS) 
excluding thesis credit and not used toward another degree or certificate, to be transferred to UAA as long as at least 9 credits are 
earned at UAA after acceptance to the program. 


