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     The continuing controversy about the place of religion in America’s 
founding has been one of the chief elements of the “culture war” in 
America.  Tonight’s lecture will investigate the relation between    
American political principles and Christianity by looking at the two great 
founding moments of American life:  the coming of the Pilgrims and the 
making of the American Revolution.  Professor Zuckert will focus on the 
two founding texts produced at those moments—the Mayflower     
Compact and the Declaration of Independence.  

UPCOMING POLARIS LECTURES, SPRING 2007 
 
 
TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY SERIES 

Thomas Jefferson 
 Charles Kesler, Professor of Political Science, Claremont McKenna College 

       Friday, March 2, 7:30 p.m., Consortium Library, Room 307 

 
 
2ND ANNUAL SHAKESPEARE LECTURE 
Sex, Chastity, Marriage, Justice, Mercy, Corruption:  Is Measure for Measure 

a Comedy? 
Tensions between justice and mercy and between lewdness and chastity lead     
scholars to interpret this play both darkly and happily. 

 Daniel Lowenstein, Professor of Law, UCLA Law School 

       Thursday, March 8, 7:30 p.m., Rasmuson Hall, Room 101 

 
 
TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY SERIES 

The Legacy of George Washington 
Matthew Spalding, Director of the B. Kenneth Simon Center for American Studies, the 

Heritage Foundation 

       Thursday, March 29, 7:30 p.m., Consortium Library, Room 307 

 
 
 
 

The TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY SERIES is sponsored by the Anchorage School District with a 
grant from the U. S. Department of Education. 

 

Sponsored by  

Anchorage School District 
Office of Community Partnerships  
Democracy Forum 
University Honors Program Forty-Ninth State Fellows 
with assistance from  
U. S. Department of Education 
Intercollegiate Studies Institute 

TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY 
SERIES 
 

 

 

 
America’s Two 
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February 22, 2007 
“A university should be a 
place of light, of liberty, and 
of learning.” 
—Benjamin Disraeli, 1873 

A Polaris Lecture 

 

2006-2007 Polaris Lecture Series 
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     THE POLARIS LECTURES, named for the North Star on Alaska’s 
flag, address a wide range of subjects in the liberal arts.  The series 
began in the 1980s to commemorate the bicentenary of the 
American Constitution.  The 2006-2007 Polaris Lecture program 
offers a dozen lectures to students, faculty, staff, and the interested 
public:  six in the fall and six in the spring. 
 
     THE POLARIS SOCIETY is open to students, faculty, staff, and 
community members who support the lecture program. Your  
annual contribution to the Polaris Lecture Fund is tax deductible 
and goes to a dedicated fund in the University of Alaska  
Foundation, used exclusively to support Polaris Lectures.  To join, 
please visit the website www.uaa.alaska.edu/giving and specify that 
your contribution is to the “Polaris Lecture Fund.”  
 

               MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
Little Dipper (student members) $15 
Lodestar   $35 
Starduster  $75  
Great Bear  $150 
Big Dipper  $250 and up 

 
UAA faculty and staff may contribute to the Polaris Lecture Fund 
in the annual combined campaign. 

     MICHAEL ZUCKERT received his 
B.A. from Cornell University and his 
Ph.D. from the University of Chicago.  
He formerly taught at Carleton    
College and is now Professor of   
Political Science at the University of 
Notre Dame.  He has written      
extensively on American political 
thought and the political philosophy of 
early modernity.  Among his books 
are The Natural Rights Republic (1996) 
and, most recently, The Truth about 
Leo Strauss (2006), co-authored by 
Catherine Zuckert. 
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Program 

POLARIS LECTURES                   

  

James W. Muller  

INTRODUCTION James W. Muller 

AMERICA’S TWO      
FOUNDINGS 

 Michael Zuckert 

VOTE OF THANKS                         Sara Swimeley ’10 

WELCOME                    

  

Sara Swimeley ’10 


