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The Argument
1) The oppression of 500 million people with disabilities is rooted in the political-economic and cultural dimensions of everyday life

2) The poverty, isolation, indignity, and dependence of these 500 million people with disabilities is evidence of a major human rights catastrophe and a fundamental critique of the existing world system

3) The scant attempts to theorize the conditions of everyday life for people with disabilities are either incomplete or fundamentally flawed as a result of the medicalization/depoliticization of disability and the failure to account for the vast majority of people with disabilities who live in the Third World

4) A disability-based consciousness and organization is emerging throughout the world which has begun to contest both the oppression people with disabilities experience and the depoliticization of that experience

5) The political-economic and sociocultural dimensions of disability oppression determine who is affected and the form resistance takes

6) Notwithstanding the importance of political-economic and sociocultural differences, all the individuals and organizations that have taken up the cause of disability rights in the last twenty years have embraced the concepts of empowerment and human rights, independence and integration, and self-help and self-determination
7) These leitmotifs suggest a necessarily fundamental reordering of global priorities and resources based on equality, respect, and control of resources by the people and communities that need them.
 “Nothing About Us Without Us: Disability, Oppression, and Empowerment” by James I. Charlton. 1998
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