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V.

V.

VI.

September 22, 2006
ADM 201
12:45 p.m. — 1:45 p.m.

Roll
Barbara Harville CAS Oral Communication
Ben Curtis Mat-Su/UAB Natural Sciences
Caedmon Liburd UAB
Patricia Fagan CAS Humanities
Dan Schwartz COE
Jack Pauli CBPP/UAB
Jeane Breinig CAS Written Communication
Len Smiley CAS/UAB Quantitative Skills
Robin Wahto CTC
Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts
Tom Miller OAA Guest
Vacant CHSW
Grant Baker SOENGR
Vacant Student

Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1-2)
Approval of Meeting Summary for September 15, 2006 (pg. )
Chair's Report

Course Action Requests

A. CAS — HIST/INTL/PS — Request for Integrative Capstone Status
Chg HIST A325 Northeast Asia in 21% Century (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. )
Chg INTL A325 Northeast Asia in 21* Century (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. )

Chg PS A325 Northeast Asia in 21* Century (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. )
Chg PS A492  Senior Seminar in Politics (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. )

B. CAS - ANTH
Chg ANTH A354 Culture and Ecology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg.)

Old Business

A. GER CCG Updates (pg. )



September 22, 2006 General Education Review Committee
Page 2 Agenda

1. Possible revisions to Curriculum Handbook

2. Resulting Memo for updated GER CARs/CCGs

3. Template for Review of GER Courses (Tom Miller)

4. Review Template outcomes for GER Natural Sciences

VIl. New Business
A. Meeting Start Time
B. Goals and objectives for the new academic year
C. GER Assessment
1. BIO102 GER Assessment Cycle (pg.)

2. BIOL A102 Outcome Survey (pg.)
3. BIOL A102 CCG (pg.)

VIII. Informational Items and Adjournment



General Education Review Committee
Summary

September 15, 2006
ADM 201
12:45 p.m. — 1:45 p.m.

l. Roll

(x) Barbara Harville CAS Oral Communication
(x) Ben Curtis Mat-Su/UAB Natural Sciences

(x) Caedmon Liburd UAB

(x) Patricia Fagan CAS Humanities

() Dan Schwartz  COE

() Jack Pauli CBPP/UAB

() Jeane Breinig  CAS Written Communication
(x) Len Smiley CAS/UAB Quantitative Skills
(x) Robin Wahto CTC

() Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts

(x) Tom Miller OAA Guest

() Vacant CHSW

(x) Grant Baker SOENGR

() Vacant Student

Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1-2)
Under Old Business remove “Election of Chair”
Approved with change

Approval of Meeting Summary for September 8, 2006 (pg. 3-4)
Approved

Chair’'s Report

UAB: Focus on goals and objective for this year

Looking a GER assessment and assessment of distance Ed

Examine ways faculty can have more effective input on academic issues

Course Action Requests

A.

CAS — HIST/INTL/PS — Request for Integrative Capstone Status

Chg HIST A325 Northeast Asia in 21% Century (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 5-13)
Has not completed/ Table until next meeting

Chg INTL A325 Northeast Asia in 21% Century (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 14-22)
Has not completed/ Table until next meeting

Chg PS A325 Northeast Asia in 21% Century (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 23-31)
Has not completed/ Table until next meeting

Chg PS A492  Senior Seminar in Politics (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 32-41)



September 15, 2006 General Education Review Committee

Page 2 Summary
Need new CAR that reflects the memo
No action taken because Carl did not attend

B. CAS - ANTH
Chg ANTH A354 Culture and Ecology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 42-50)
Printed wrong material in agenda. When they contact us, we need to make sure
we upload the proper material.
Aware of program changes and what is going on in UAB
Can UARB still pass Capstone course to go to FS even if program changes were
not approved
Get capstone done ahead of time, get it through separately not with packet of
program changes
Make sure that message gets to curriculum college committees
Need to add info about courses put forth as package will not pace piece by piece
to Curriculum Handbook
VI. Old Business

A.

GER CCG Updates

Reviewed GER Implementation handout

Implementation date is based on CAR, not CCG

Changed to CCG could have occurred after date

Linda Kay will provide more info

Linda’s report will state date of approval car and date of CCG if it exists

Accreditation visit is 2010

2 issues to look at:

Timing (when do we want this completed)
Responsible Party (GER committee or department)

Suggested Proposal:

Can we request that all CAR’s and CCG have at least 2000 date

If CAR and CCG with 1999 have great criteria, may be ok to leave it
Send memo to all faculty to examine their own courses

Need acceptable goals and out comes all should have 1999

Every GER will need a new CAR before specified date

Goals and outcomes may not be acceptable

Suggested Proposal:

Process occurs in 2 stages: (what is criteria for acceptable CCG?)
Stage one: Need goals and out comes

Stage two: Assessment cycle

In 2000 UAB started looking at outcomes and goals

Are we satisfied with 2000 plus CAR'’s not being subject for review
Assessment is not a stated requirement

Approx. 125 courses with dates before 2000

Suggested proposal: 2 levels of review

Step 1 Does this meet minimal standard

If not memo goes out to dept with list of courses with new CCG and CAR
Step 2 Examine all post 2000 class an see which ones meet criteria



September 15, 2006 General Education Review Committee

Page 3

Summary

Suggested proposal:

Send list to departments instructing them to review all courses

Verify that outcomes and assessment are aligned with those listed in catalog
This email should go through Dean’s Office

Email should be sent to professors from Dean'’s Office

Dept. will return electronic and hardcopy to us stated they were reviewed and
accepted by faculty

Need to clarify “assessment”

How course evaluation assesses the listed outcomes
Does not have to test how we evaluate students
Record artifacts will be collected in classroom

Need to have example of acceptable goals, outcomes, and assessment
Ask CAFE to assist faculty in how to do this

Goals outcome and criteria
Memo to faculty should emphasis that outcomes should be assessable
Goals and outcomes need to match course category descriptor

Suggested Proposal:

1. Verify dates (Linda is doing)

2. Send list to faculty

3. If they fall before specified date faculty updates them
4. GER will provide place to go to for help

Suggested Proposal:

Need to review all GER courses to see if they meet descriptors
Start with older dates

Courses that need work still need to go through process

(course and curriculum, UAB, and GER)

May need justification for expedited process- only viewed at GER

***Need to have Tam look at curriculum log to get all GER courses that have
come through after 2000***

Tom has material on what Northwest committee is looking for

Final Approved Procedure:

Once we have sorted through list (Linda Kay's update and curriculum log info),
send email and list to department to tell them which courses need to be reworked
Look at category descriptor to make template or matrix to use when examining
course- this info will go to faculty and curriculum committees

Caedmon suggested that Ben and Grant work on template

Ben will draft language about GER needing to match catalog descriptors

VIl. New Business

A.

Meeting Start Time
Tabled until next meeting

Goals and objectives for the new academic year
Tabled until next meeting

GER Assessment



September 15, 2006

General Education Review Committee
Page 4

Summary

Tabled until next meeting

a. BIO102 GER Assessment Cycle (pg. 51-55)
b. BIOL A102 Outcome Survey (pg. 56-57)

c. BIOL A102 CCG (pg. 58-61)

VIII. Informational Items and Adjournment

Meeting adjourned



Curriculum Action Request
University of Alaska Anchorage

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study

la. School or College
AS CAS

1b. Division
ASSC

1c. Department
Political Science

2. Course Prefix 3. Course Number

PS A492

4. Previous Course Prefix & Number

5a. Credits/CEU 5b. Contact Hours
(Lecture + Lab)

03 (3+0)

6. Complete Course/Program Title
Senior Seminar in Politics

Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character)

BA Political Science

7. Type of Course |Z Academic |:| Non-credit |:|CEU |:| Professional Development
8. Type of Action [X] Course 1 Program 9. Repeat Status # of Repeats Max Credits
L] Add O Prefix L1 Course Number 10. GradingBasis [X] AF [ PNP [J NG
X change O credits [ contact Hours
(mark appropriate boxes) D Title D Repeat Status 11. Implementation Date semesterfyear
] pelete [ Grading Basis [0 cross-Listed/Stacked From: Spring/2007 To: /
|:| Course Description |:| Course Prerequisites
[ Test Score Prerequisites [ ] Co-requisites _
[ other Restrictions ] Registration Restrictions | 12. [] Cross Listed witn
[ class O Level
O college [ Major I:‘ Stacked with Cross-Listed Coordination Signature
X Other GER Capstone Status
13. List any programs or college requirements that require this course

14. Coordinate with Affected Units:

Department, School, or College

Initiator Signature Date

15. |Z General Education Requirement

D Oral Communication
D Fine Arts

D Written Communication
D Social Sciences

|:| Humanities
|z Integrative Capstone

[ ouantitative Skills
|:| Natural Sciences

16. Course Description

An examination of a single major problem in the study of politics. A course required of all Political Science majors.

17a. Course Prerequisite(s) (iist prefix and number)

17b. Test Score(s)

17c. Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required)

17d. Other Restriction(s)

[ college [ Major [ class [X Level

17e. Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable)
Completion of GER Tier 1 (basic college-level skills) courrse. Senior Standing and at
least one upper division course from another Social Science.

18. |:| Mark if course has fees

19. Justification for Action

Changes reflect revision of course content to fulfill GER Integrative Capstone requirement.

Initiator (faculty only)

— Approved
Disapproved:

— Approved
—Disapproved:

____ Approved
Disapproved:
Date Dean/Director of School/College Date
____ Approved
Disapproved:
Department Chairperson Date Undergraduate or Graduate Date
Academic Board Chairperson
____ Approved
__Disapproved:
Curriculum Committee Chairperson Date Provost or Designee Date



Course Content Guide
College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Political Science

l. Date of Initiation: Fall 2007

1. Course Information
Course Subject/Number: PS A492

Credits and Contact Hours: 3.0 Credits, 45 contact hours
Course Title: Political Science Capstone Seminar

Grading Basis: A-F

Course Description: An examination of a single major problem in the study of politics
from a variety of disciplinary perspectives, emphasizing the effects of different
disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives on the approaches and analytical
techniques used to study, understand, and address the problem. This is a capstone course

required of all Political Science majors.

Prerequisites: At least one upper-division course from another social science (for

example, Sociology) and senior standing.

Co-requisites: None
Other Restrictions: None

I11. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes

A. Instructional Goals

1. Presents a significant problem, issue, or topic in political science from a variety of
disciplinary perspectives (comparative, international, philosophical, institutional, and
behavioral), drawing on the expertise of department faculty members.

2. Demonstrates to students how political problems can be subjected to different
interpretation from the various subfields of the discipline, which embrace a variety of
disciplinary perspectives, approaches, and analytical techniques, including but not limited
to Alaska Native Studies, Anthropology, Economics, History, Psychology, and

Sociology.

3. Requires students to review and draw on their knowledge of the discipline to apply it
to the analysis of the problem, issue, or topic.

4. Requires students to analyze, to synthesize, and then to exercise critical thinking based
on their knowledge to resolve the problem or respond to the issue or topic.

B. Student Outcomes

Outcomes

Assessment Method

Effectively communicate in detail the nature of
the problem, issue, or topic that is the focus of
the course.

Oral and written presentations, project, and
exams

Demonstrate knowledge integration by
identifying and applying a variety of
disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches to
this problem.

Bibliography, oral and written presentations,
research project




Demonstrate critical thinking through Examinations
comparison of disciplinary and
interdisciplinary perspectives, selecting the
approach and framework that yields the best
explanation/resolution of the problem

Demonstrate the disciplinary confidence and Research project, presentations, and paper
command to carry out an appropriate senior-
level research and writing project on an aspect
of the problem.

Demonstrate quantitative as well as qualitative | Research project
research skills, including the ability to perform
a literature search and review.

1V. Guidelines for Evaluation

Requirements for papers or projects and written examinations will assess the integration of
knowledge, critical thinking, information literacy, and effective communication (listening,
reading, writing). Assignments for participation and presentation will gauge communication
skills (listening and speaking) in addition to assessing integration of knowledge and critical
thinking.

Specific assessment assignments for this seminar style course will comprise:
Prepared reading and responses.
Participation in discussion of materials in response to questions relating to specific texts.
Preparation of bibliographies.
Preparation of written questions.
Comparative statistical analysis, where appropriate to problem topic.
Research project. Senior-level paper. Presentation of research.

Seminar format of the class will test students’ analytical ability, as well as their ability to read
and to listen with comprehension; it will require them to demonstrate their oral and written
communications ability through participation in seminar discussions, presentations of their
research project, and papers and examinations. Their papers will demonstrate the attainment (or
not) of information literacy.

V. Course Level Justification

To complete this course successfully, students will need to have mastered already intermediate-
level study and presentation skills. The variety of perspectives brought to bear on the subject
matter requires students to have a grasp of the range of the political science discipline. Materials
will be those shared amongst academic political scientists. Previous introductory and sophomore
courses should have provided students with the foundation for understanding and application of
knowledge. In addition, the course requires senior standing.

V1. Topical Course Outline




1. Introduction of the problem, topic or issue

2. Demonstration of the significance of the problem for the discipline

3. Hlustration of the different approaches and methodologies applied to this problem by
the different subfields of the discipline: comparative, international, philosophical,
American, and behavioral (presentations by all Political Science and by faculty in related
fields in other disciplines).

4. Review of the bibliographic works that have made important contributions to the
discussion of this topic.

5. Identification of remaining or open questions and new lines of research related to this
topic. These will be drawn from major professional political science journals,
professional papers, and reports from the National American Political Science
Association (APSA) and Regional Political Science Associations’ most recent annual
meetings, as well as from the APSA’s “State of the Discipline” publication).

6. Emphasize the influence of perspective on the development of a research approach
and framework for analyzing the issue. Faculty presentations of the approach and
research framework used in particular subfields.

7. Student responses to the topic: examinations, research presentations, final paper.

8. Conclusions: the state of the discipline with regard to this issue and in general.

9. Provide direction and the foundation for students to apply and use their Political
Science degree in career employment opportunities or graduate studies.

VII. Suggested Texts

Among the books used for this course will be the latest edition of Ira Katznelson and Helen V.
Milner, eds., Political Science: The State of the Discipline. Other texts will depend on the
specific topic but will include those works recognized as encapsulating the state of the political
science discipline with regard to this subject matter, which will be referenced in Katznelson and
Milner. Thus, the following bibliography would be used if the topic is Parliamentary Political
Systems.

VI11. Partial Bibliography

Allen, W.B., and Gordon Lloyd, (eds.), The Essential Antifederalist, University Press of
America, 1985.

Bagehot, Walter, The English Constitution, Oxford University Press, 1961 (first published 1867).

Banks, Arthur S., Political Handbook of the World, Produced Annually by CSA, Binghampton
N.Y.

Committee on the Constitutional System, A Bicentennial Analysis of the American Political
Structure: Report and Recommendations, Committee on the Constitutional Structure,
Washington D.C., 1987.

Dahl, Robert, On Democracy, Yale University Press, 1998.



