
General Education Review Committee 
Agenda 

   
March 30, 2007   

ROOM CHANGE: ADM 143 
12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.   

 I. Roll   
( ) Doug Parry  CAS  Oral Communication   
( ) Ben Curtis  Mat-Su/UAB Natural Sciences   
( ) Caedmon Liburd UAB 
( ) Patricia Fagan CAS  Humanities   
( ) Dan Schwartz  COE   
( ) Jack Pauli  CBPP/UAB   
( ) Jeane Breinig  CAS  Written Communication 
( ) Len Smiley  CAS/UAB  Quantitative Skills 
( ) Robin Wahto  CTC  
( ) Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts 
( ) Tom Miller  OAA Guest 
( ) Vacant CHSW  
( ) Grant Baker SOENGR/ UAB 
( ) Vacant Student 
  
II. Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1) 

 
III. Approval of Meeting Summary for March 16, 2007 (pg. 2-3) 

 
IV. Chair’s Report  

 
V. Course Action Requests 

 
Chg THR A111 Introduction to Theatre (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 4-9) 

    
  Chg THR A311 Representative Plays I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 10-16) 
   
  Chg THR A312 Representative Plays II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 17-23) 
     
  Chg THR A411 History of the Theatre I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 24-30) 
  
  Chg THR A412 History of the Theatre II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 31-37) 

 
VI. Old Business 

 
VII. New Business  

a. Revised Tier 1 Tier 3 Memo 
b. Gary Rice Memo- OPRA Projection Tier 1 & Tier 3 Sections 
c. OPRA Tier 1 & Tier 3 Projections: Data Tables 
d. Summer 2007 Capstone “minigrants” 
 

VIII. Informational Items and Adjournment 



General Education Review Committee 
Summary 

   
March 16, 2007   

ROOM CHANGE: LIBRARY 302a 
12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.   

 I. Roll   
( ) Doug Parry  CAS  Oral Communication   
(x) Ben Curtis  Mat-Su/UAB Natural Sciences   
(x) Caedmon Liburd UAB 
(x) Patricia Fagan CAS  Humanities   
( ) Dan Schwartz  COE   
(x) Jack Pauli  CBPP/UAB   
(x) Jeane Breinig  CAS  Written Communication 
( ) Len Smiley  CAS/UAB  Quantitative Skills 
(x) Robin Wahto  CTC  
( ) Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts 
( ) Tom Miller  OAA Guest 
( ) Vacant CHSW  
( ) Grant Baker SOENGR/ UAB 
( ) Vacant Student 
  
II. Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1) 

Approved 
 

III. Approval of Meeting Summary for March 9, 2007 (pg. 2-3) 
Approved 
 

IV. Chair’s Report  
Work on revising memo 
And working with Gary Rice 
 

V. Course Action Requests 
 
Chg THR A111 Introduction to Theatre (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 4-9) 

  Change Student Outcome #3 
Will view corrections at next GERC meeting 

   
  Chg THR A311 Representative Plays I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 10-16) 

Discussion on types of courses that should be linked to the 12 before 60 notion or 
adding Tier I 
Rewrite course level justification 
Will view corrections at next GERC meeting 

   
  Chg THR A312 Representative Plays II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 17-23) 
  Same changes that were discussed in A311 
  Will view corrections at next GERC meeting 
 
  Chg THR A411 History of the Theatre I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 24-30) 



March 9, 2007 General Education Review Committee    
Page 2 Summary 
   
 
  Discussion on evaluation (oral presentation not done with online students) 

Will view corrections at next GERC meeting 
 

  Chg THR A412 History of the Theatre II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 31-37) 
Will view corrections at next GERC meeting 
 

VI. Old Business 
 

VII. New Business  
  

VIII. Informational Items and Adjournment 
 



        Approved 
        Disapproved:  
Initiator (faculty only)         Date              Dean/Director of School/College  Date 
 
     Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:           Disapproved: 
          Department Chairperson       Date               Undergraduate or Graduate    Date 

             Academic Board Chairperson 
 

    Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:         Disapproved: 
                              Curriculum Committee Chairperson      Date              Provost or Designee    Date 
 

 
    
1a.  School or College 
       AS CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
       AFAR Division of Fine Arts 
 

1c. Department 
      Theatre and Dance 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      THR 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A111 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
           

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Introduction to the Theatre 
          
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2007                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other Course Content Guide 

 

12.    Cross Listed with         
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
        BA in Theatre 
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA List Serve                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       Survey of theatre with focus on artists who contribute to theatrical production viewed within the context of historical styles and 
development. 
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      NONE 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
                

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
                
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
                
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        Update Course Content Guide for GERs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



Course Content Guide 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

THR A 111 
Introduction to the Theatre 

 
 
I.  Date of Initiation:  Fall, 2007 
 
II.  Course Information: 

A. College or School:  CAS 
B. Course Subject:  Theatre 
C. Course Number:  THR A111 
D. Number of Credits:  3.0 (3+0) 
E. Course Title:  Introduction to the Theatre 
F. Grading Basis:  A-F 
G. Course Description:   

Survey of theatre with focus on artists who contribute to theatrical 
production viewed within the context of historical styles and 
development. 

H. Course Prerequisites:  None 
I. Restrictions:  None 
J. Fees:  None 

 
 
III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes: 

A. Instructional Goals. The Instructor will: 
1) Present briefly the history of theatre and theatre artists.  
2) Discuss and define each area of theatre including writing, 

performing, designing and directing.  
3) Present several representative works of theatre and discuss    
 their structure, history, style and critical responses both in 
 terms of its historical context and current theatre attitudes. 
4) Identify and describe works of art by reference to media                        
 employed, historical context and style, and structural 
 principles of design and composition.  
5) Interpret the meaning or intent of works of art and assess 
 their stylistic and cultural importance by reference to 
 their historical significance, their relationship to earlier 
 works and artists and their overall impact on subseauent 
 artistic work.  

 
B. Student Outcomes.  The students will be able to: 

1) Identify each of the major areas of theatre artists and explain 
each of their roles in theatre.    



2) Identify major works of theatre including their structure, 
history, style and discuss the critical responses to the works. 
both currently and in their historical context. 

3) Demonstrate their knowledge of theatre practice through the 
writing of their own critical responses to current works of 
theatre. 

4) Interpret different systems of aesthetic representation and 
understand their historical and cultural contexts.  

5) Relate knowledge to the historical context in which it 
developed and the human problems it addresses.  

 
IV.   Course Evaluation 
 

Students will be evaluated based on exams that cover the course work and written 
evaluations of live theatre productions.  Students experience theatre by working 
on an aspect of theatre through a creative project. 

 
 
V.   Course Level Justification 
 
 This course is an introduction and requires no prior theatre knowledge. 
 
VI. Topical Course Outline 
 

1. Outline of the basic areas of theatre 
2. Definition of theatre 
3. Aristotle’s components of a play 
4. Structure of a play 
5. Play genres and styles 
6. Historical development of the design areas of theatre 
7. Functions of each of the design areas including scenery, 

costumes, lights and sound 
8. Development of different styles of acting through history and 

the training of actors 
9. History of the discipline of directing 
10. Non-western theatre and theatre artists 
11. Modern directions in the theatre 
12. Multi-cultural artists in the theatre  and their contributions 
13. Basic history and differences in theatre in the United Sates and 

other countries around the world. 
14. Outline and structure for written evaluations of theatre 

performances 
 
 
 
 



VII. Suggested Text 
 

Cohen, Robert. Theatre, Brief Version. New York : McGraw-Hill, 2002. 
 
VIII.   Bibliography 

 
Bigsby, Christopher.  Contemporary American Playwrights.  Cambridge 
University Press, 2000. 
 
Brockett, Oscar.  The History of Theatre.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2007. 
 
Brook, Peter.  The Empty Space:  A Book About the Theatre:  Deadly, 
Holy, Rough, Immediate.  New York: Touchstone (reprint edition), 1996. 
 
Gillette, Michael J.  Designing With Light.   New York: McGraw-Hill, 
2002. 
 
Gillette, Michael J.  Theatrical Design and Production:  An Introduction 
to Scene Design, and Construction, Lighting, Sound, Costume and 
Makeup.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004. 
 
Scott, A.C. The Kabuki Theatre of Japan. New York: Dover Publications, 
1999. 
 
Shakespeare, William.  The Riverside Shakespeare:  The Complete Works.  
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1997. 
 
Shauk, Theodore. Beyond the Boundaries: American Alternative Theatre.  
University of Michigan Press, 2000. 
 
 



Curriculum Coordination Form 
 

 
Notification Date: February 6, '07 
 
Initiating unit: Department of Theatre and Dance 
 
Affected unit(s):       
 
Course Prefix and Number: THR A111   Previous Prefix and Number:       
  
Complete Course/Program Title: Introduction to the Theatre    
 
Previous Course/Program Title:       
 
 
Description of Action: Course Content Guide update 
 
 
Supporting documentation of the proposal is attached. 
 
 
Initiating faculty are also REQUIRED to send an email to 
uaa-faculty@uaa.alaska.edu describing the proposal, including the proposed 
action and the course prefix, number, course description, prerequisite, and any 
other relevant information.  
 
 
Any questions concerning the proposed changes may be addressed to the appropriate department chair, 
or the chair of the appropriate curriculum committee.  Written comments may also be sent to the UAB or 
GAB, in care of the Governance Office, at the following address: 
 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
Governance Office, ADM 213 

3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK  99508 

 
 
If no written comments are received by the UAB or GAB within ten (10) days of notification date shown 
above, it is assumed that there are no objections to the proposal. 
 
Note: Acknowledgement of coordination does not mean approval, it is only meant to verify that 
coordination has occurred. 



        Approved 
        Disapproved:  
Initiator (faculty only)         Date              Dean/Director of School/College  Date 
 
     Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:           Disapproved: 
          Department Chairperson       Date               Undergraduate or Graduate    Date 

             Academic Board Chairperson 
 

    Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:         Disapproved: 
                              Curriculum Committee Chairperson      Date              Provost or Designee    Date 
 

 
    
1a.  School or College 
       AS CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
       AFAR Division of Fine Arts 
 

1c. Department 
      Theatre and Dance 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      THR 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A311 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
           

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Representative Plays I 
          
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2007                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other Course Content Guide 

 

12.    Cross Listed with         
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
        BA in Theatre 
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA List Serve                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       A survey course of dramatic literature from Greek drama to 1800. Emphasis is placed upon the playwright’s work and relationship to 
the production of these plays in their own time and in today’s theatre. 
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      ENGL A111 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
                

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
                
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
                
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        Update Course Content Guide for GERs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 
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Course Content Guide 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

THR A311 
Representative Plays I 

 
I. Date of Initiation: Spring 2007 
 
II. Course Information: 

A.  College or School: College of Arts and Sciences 
B. Course Subject:  Theatre 
C. Course Number: THR A311 
D. Number of Credits: 3.0 (3+0) 
E. Course Title:  Representative Plays I 
F. Grading Basis: A-F 
G. Course Description: A survey course of dramatic literature from Greek drama to 

1800. Emphasis is placed upon the playwrights’ work and relationship to the 
production of these plays in their own time and in today’s theatre. 

H. Course Prerequisites:  ENGL A111  
I. Course Attributes:  UAA GER Fine Arts Requirement, UAA GER Humanities 

Requirement 
J. Restrictions: None 
K. Fees: None 
 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A.   Instructional Goals.  The instructor will: 
$ Inform students about the lives of major playwrights of western and eastern theatre. 
$ Improve the students’ ability to analyze theme and symbol as seen in masterpieces of 
 dramatic literature.  
$ Critically discuss dramatic literature from a variety of periods. 
$ Teach students the general historical context of the play and playwright. 
 
B.  Student Outcomes.  The students will be able to:  
$ Examine the art of theatre in the progression of history as a contributing social influence. 
$ Write and revise papers which demonstrate knowledge of theatre and allied art forms in 

their historical context. 
$ Critically discuss dramatic literature from a variety of periods. 
$ Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and formats. 
$ Relate knowledge to the historical context in which it developed and the human problems 

it addresses.  
$ Interpret different systems of aesthetic representation and understand their historical and 

cultural contexts. 
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IV.      Guidelines for Evaluation 

Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; 
however, evaluation will include, but will not be limited to, tests covering the material found 
in the course, a research paper, and an oral presentation. The letter grade will be based on 
how well the student masters the subject material. 

 
V.      Course Level Justification 

Students entering this course must have a strong background in English, writing and the 
analysis of literature.  In addition the student should have a general knowledge of history and 
civilization.  The course studies the art dramatic literature in its social and historical 
contexts. 

 
VI.      Topical Course Outline: 
 

1.0     Historical and Cultural Perspectives 
 1.1 Overview 
 1.2 Review of major artistic trends 
 1.3 Comparative study of other literature to drama 
 
2.0     Biography of the Playwright 
 2.1 Early life and education 
 2.2 Early works 
 2.3 Influential peers 
 2.4 General themes and philosophies 
 2.5 Review of principal plays 
 2.6 Perspectives on creation of selected plays 
 
3.0     Study of Selected Play 
 3.1 Theme 
 3.2 Plot 
 3.3 Characters 
 3.4 Relevance to contemporary issues 
 3.5 Production possibilities 
 3.6 Value judgement on quality of work 
 
4.0 Selection of plays from each representative period 
 4.1 Ancient Greece and Rome 

4.2    Medieval Europe 
4.3    Italian Renaissance 
4.4    Elizabethan England 
4.5    Spanish Renaissance 
4.6    French NeoCClassicism 
4.7    NonCwestern literature 
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5.0       Compare and contrast representative works from several 
         periods of study. 

 
VII. Suggested texts 
 

Allison, Alexander W. ed. Masterpieces of the Drama.  7th ed. New York:  Macmillan, 2006.  
 
Wells, Stanley, ed. The Oxford Shakespeare: The Complete Works by William Shakespeare. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
 

VIII. Bibliography 
 

Banham, Martin, ed. The Cambridge Guide to the Theatre. Cambridge, GB: The Cambridge 
Press, 1995. 

 
Brockett, Oscar G. History of the Theatre. 10th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2005. 
 
Chambers, Colin, ed. Continuum Companion to 20th Century Theatre.  Leicester, GB: 

Continuum International Publishing, 2001.    
 
Gwynn, R. S.  Drama: A Pocket Edition. 2nd ed. New York: Longman Press, 2002. 
 
Jacobus, Lee A. Bedford Introduction to Drama. 5th ed. Boston, MA:  Bedford Books, 2005. 
 
Encyclopedia of World Drama. New York: McGraw Hill, 1998. 
 
Oxford Companion to the Theatre. 5th ed. London: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
Wise, Jennifer, ed. The Broadview Anthology of Drama, Concise Edition: Plays from the 

Western Theatre.  Petersborough, ON:  Broadview Press, 2005. 
 
Worthen, W. B., ed. The HBJ Anthology of Drama. New York: Harcourt Brace Janvonovich, 

2004. 
 



Curriculum Coordination Form 
 

 
Notification Date: February 6, '07 
 
Initiating unit: Department of Theatre and Dance 
 
Affected unit(s):       
 
Course Prefix and Number: THR A311   Previous Prefix and Number:       
  
Complete Course/Program Title:Representative Plays I    
 
Previous Course/Program Title:       
 
 
Description of Action: Course Content Guide update 
 
 
Supporting documentation of the proposal is attached. 
 
 
Initiating faculty are also REQUIRED to send an email to 
uaa-faculty@uaa.alaska.edu describing the proposal, including the proposed 
action and the course prefix, number, course description, prerequisite, and any 
other relevant information.  
 
 
Any questions concerning the proposed changes may be addressed to the appropriate department chair, 
or the chair of the appropriate curriculum committee.  Written comments may also be sent to the UAB or 
GAB, in care of the Governance Office, at the following address: 
 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
Governance Office, ADM 213 

3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK  99508 

 
 
If no written comments are received by the UAB or GAB within ten (10) days of notification date shown 
above, it is assumed that there are no objections to the proposal. 
 
Note: Acknowledgement of coordination does not mean approval, it is only meant to verify that 
coordination has occurred. 



        Approved 
        Disapproved:  
Initiator (faculty only)         Date              Dean/Director of School/College  Date 
 
     Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:           Disapproved: 
          Department Chairperson       Date               Undergraduate or Graduate    Date 

             Academic Board Chairperson 
 

    Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:         Disapproved: 
                              Curriculum Committee Chairperson      Date              Provost or Designee    Date 
 

 
    
1a.  School or College 
       AS CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
       AFAR Division of Fine Arts 
 

1c. Department 
      Theatre and Dance 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      THR 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A312 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
           

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Representative Plays II 
          
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2007                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other Course Content Guide 

 

12.    Cross Listed with         
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
        BA in Theatre 
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA List Serve                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       A survey of dramatic literature from 1800 to the present.  Emphasis is placed upon the playwrights' work and relationship to the 
production of these plays in their own time and in today's theatre. 
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      ENGL A111 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
                

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
                
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
                
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        Update Course Content Guide for GERs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 
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Course Content Guide 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

THR A312 
Representative Plays II 

 
I. Date of Initiation: Spring 2007 
 
II. Course Information: 

 A.  College or School: College of Arts and Sciences 

B. Course Subject:  Theatre 
C. Course Number: THR A312 
D. Number of Credits: 3.0 (3+0) 
E. Course Title:  Representative Plays II 
F. Grading Basis: A-F 
G. Course Description: A survey of dramatic literature from 1800 to the present. 

Emphasis is placed upon the playwright’s work and relationship to the production 
of these plays in their own time and in today’s theatre. 

H. Course Prerequisites:  ENG A111  
I. Course Attributes:  UAA GER Fine Arts Requirement, UAA GER Humanities 

Requirement 
J. Restrictions: None 
K. Fees: None 
 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A.  Instructional Goals.  The instructor will: 
$ Inform students about the lives of major playwrights of western and eastern theatre. 
$ Improve the students’ ability to analyze theme and symbol as seen in masterpieces of 
 dramatic literature.  
$ Teach students the general historical context of the play and playwright. 
 
B.  Student Outcomes.  The students will be able to:  

$ Examine the art of theatre in the progression of history as a contributing social influence. 
$ Write and revise papers which demonstrate knowledge of theatre and allied art forms in 

their historical context. 
$ Critically discuss dramatic literature from a variety of periods. 
$ Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and formats. 
$ Relate knowledge to the historical context in which it developed and the human problems 

it addresses.  
$ Interpret different systems of aesthetic representation and understand their historical and 

cultural contexts. 
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IV.       Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; 
however, evaluation will include, but will not be limited to, tests covering the material found 
in the course, a research paper, and an oral presentation. The letter grade will be based on 
how well the student masters the subject material. 

V.      Course Level Justification 

Students entering this course must have a strong background in English, writing and the 
analysis of literature.  In addition the student should have a general knowledge of history and 
civilization.  The course studies the art of theatre in its social and historical contexts. 

VI.  Topical Course Outline: 
 

1.0 Historical and Cultural Perspectives 
  1.1 Overview 
  1.2 Review of major artistic trends 
  1.3 Comparative study of other literature to drama 
 
2.0 Biography of the Playwright 
  2.1 Early life and education 
  2.2 Early works 
  2.3 Influential peers 
  2.4 General themes and philosophies 
  2.5 Review of principal plays 
  2.6 Perspectives on creation of selected plays 
 
3.0 Study of Selected Play 
  3.1 Theme 
  3.2 Plot 
  3.3 Characters 
  3.4 Relevance to contemporary issues 
  3.5 Production possibilities 
  3.6 Value judgement on quality of work 
 
4.0 Selection of plays from each representative period 
  4.1 Restoration Drama 
  4.2 18th Century Drama 
  4.3 19th Century Drama 
  4.4 Rise of realism: The Europeans 
  4.5 Modern American Drama 
  4.6 Contemporary World Drama  

VII.  Suggested texts 
Allison, Alexander W. ed. Masterpieces of the Drama.  6th ed. New York:  Macmillan, 1990.  
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Clurman, Harold.  Nine Plays of the Modern Theatre.  New York: Grove Weidenfeld, 1991. 

VIII.  Bibliography 
Banham, Martin, ed. The Cambridge Guide to the Theatre. Cambridge, GB: The Cambridge 
Press, 1995. 

Brockett, Oscar G. History of the Theatre. 10th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2005. 

Chambers, Colin, ed. Continuum Companion to 20th Century Theatre.  Leicester, GB: 
Continuum International Publishing, 2001.    

Gwynn, R. S.  Drama: A Pocket Edition. 2nd ed. New York: Longman Press, 2002. 

Jacobus, Lee A. Bedford Introduction to Drama. 5th ed. Boston, MA:  Bedford Books, 2005. 

Encyclopedia of World Drama. New York: McGraw Hill, 1998. 

Oxford Companion to the Theatre. 5th ed. London: Oxford University Press, 2003. 

Wise, Jennifer, ed. The Broadview Anthology of Drama, Concise Edition: Plays from the 
Western Theatre.  Petersborough, ON:  Broadview Press, 2005. 

Worthen, W. B., ed. The HBJ Anthology of Drama. New York: Harcourt Brace Janvonovich, 
2004. 
 



Curriculum Coordination Form 
 

 
Notification Date: February 6, '07 
 
Initiating unit: Department of Theatre and Dance 
 
Affected unit(s):       
 
Course Prefix and Number: THR A312   Previous Prefix and Number:       
  
Complete Course/Program Title:Representative Plays II    
 
Previous Course/Program Title:       
 
 
Description of Action: Course Content Guide update 
 
 
Supporting documentation of the proposal is attached. 
 
 
Initiating faculty are also REQUIRED to send an email to 
uaa-faculty@uaa.alaska.edu describing the proposal, including the proposed 
action and the course prefix, number, course description, prerequisite, and any 
other relevant information.  
 
 
Any questions concerning the proposed changes may be addressed to the appropriate department chair, 
or the chair of the appropriate curriculum committee.  Written comments may also be sent to the UAB or 
GAB, in care of the Governance Office, at the following address: 
 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
Governance Office, ADM 213 

3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK  99508 

 
 
If no written comments are received by the UAB or GAB within ten (10) days of notification date shown 
above, it is assumed that there are no objections to the proposal. 
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coordination has occurred. 
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Course Content Guide 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

THR A411 
History of the Theatre I 

 
I. Date of Initiation: Spring 2007 
 
II. Course Information: 

A.  College or School: College of Arts and Sciences 
B. Course Subject:  Theatre 
C. Course Number: THR A411 
D. Number of Credits: 3.0 (3+0) 
E. Course Title: History of the Theatre I 
F. Grading Basis: A-F 
G. Course Description: Study of theatre history from Ancient Greece through 1800. 

The history and the influence of different cultures, traditions and technology on 
the development of the theatre as a social institution. 

H. Course Prerequisites:  None 
I. Restrictions: Junior or senior standing and completion of written communication 

general college requirements. 
J. Course Attributes:  UAA GER Fine Arts Requirement UAA GER Humanities 

Requirement. 
K. Fees: None 
 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
A.  Instructional Goals.  The instructor will: 
$ Teach students world history as it relates to the development of theatre. 
$ Present the major theatrical movements of both western and eastern theatre. 
$ Inform students about the lives of  the major playwrights, directors and performers from 

each theatrical period. 
$ Encourage the development of critical thinking when viewing contemporary productions. 
 
B.  Student Outcomes.  The students will be able to: 
$ Present detailed knowledge of theatre history from the ancient Greeks through 1800. 
$ Evaluate factors which influenced the development of theatre across cultures and periods. 
$ Write and revise papers which demonstrate knowledge of theatre history and allied art 

forms in their historical context. 
$ Critically discuss theatre history and evaluate contemporary stage productions using this 

knowledge. 
$ Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and formats. 
$ Relate knowledge to the historical context in which it developed and the human problems 

it addresses.  
$ Interpret different systems of aesthetic representation and understand their historical and 

cultural contexts. 
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IV.      Guidelines for Evaluation 

Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; 
however, evaluation will include, but will not be limited to, tests covering the material found 
in the course, a research paper, and an oral presentation. The letter grade will be based on 
how well the student masters the subject material. 

 
V.      Course Level Justification 

Students entering this course must have a strong background in English, writing and the 
performing arts.  In addition the student should have a general knowledge of history and 
civilization.  The course studies the art of theatre in its social and historical contexts. 

 
VI.      Topical Course Outline: 

1.0    Review of the historical context of each period of study 
       1.1 Overview of selected periods 

       1.2  Social context 
       1.3  Political context 
       1.4  Economic context 

 
2.0 Survey of the important artistic movements as they relate to Theatre History 
  2.1 Visual arts 
  2.2 Literature 
  2.3 Music 
  2.4 Fashion 
 
3.0 Review of principal plays, playwrights, theatre artists, performers and trends from each 
major period. 

 3.1 Origins of the Theatre 
  3.2 Ancient Greece and Rome 
  3.3 Medieval Europe 
  3.4 Italian Renaissance 
  3.5 Elizabethan England 
  3.6 Spanish Renaissance 
  3.7 French Neo-Classicism 
  3.8 Oriental Theatre Traditions 
 
4.0 Integration and comparative studies in theatre. 

 4.1    Review of historical and social perspectives 
 4.2          Comparison of theatrical movements from selected periods 
 4.3          Seeing and reviewing local productions from these periods 
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VII.   Suggested texts 
Brockett, Oscar G. History of the Theatre. 10th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2005. 
 
Wilson, Edwin. Living Theatre: A History. 4th ed.  New York:  McGraw Hill, 2004. 

 
VIII.  Bibliography 
Banham, Martin, ed. The Cambridge Guide to the Theatre. Cambridge, GB: The Cambridge 

 Press, 1995. 
 
Brockett, Oscar G. History of the Theatre. 10th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2005. 
 
Chambers, Colin, ed. Continuum Companion to 20th Century Theatre.  Leicester, GB: 

 Continuum International Publishing, 2001.   
 
Encyclopedia of World Drama. New York: McGraw Hill, 1998. 
 
Gwynn, R. S.  Drama: A Pocket Edition. 2nd ed. New York: Longman Press, 2002. 
 
Hartnoll, Phyllis.  The Concise Oxford Companion to the Theare. New Edition. New York:   
           Oxford University Press, 1993. 
 
Jacobus, Lee A. Bedford Introduction to Drama. 5th ed. Boston, MA:  Bedford Books, 2005. 
 
Klaus, Carl H.  The Stages of Drama: Classic to Contemporary. 4th ed. New York: St. Martin=s 
             Press, 2000. 
 
Oxford Companion to the Theatre. 5th ed. London: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
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other relevant information.  
 
 
Any questions concerning the proposed changes may be addressed to the appropriate department chair, 
or the chair of the appropriate curriculum committee.  Written comments may also be sent to the UAB or 
GAB, in care of the Governance Office, at the following address: 
 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
Governance Office, ADM 213 

3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK  99508 
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13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
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        Update Course Content Guide for GERs. 
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Course Content Guide 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

THR A412 
History of the Theatre II 

 
I. Date of Initiation: Spring 2007 
 
II. Course Information: 

A.  College or School: College of Arts and Sciences 
B. Course Subject:  Theatre 
C. Course Number: THR A412 
D. Number of Credits: 3.0 (3+0) 
E. Course Title: History of the Theatre II 
F. Grading Basis: A-F 
G. Course Description: Continuation of THR A411.  Theatre history from 1800 to 

modern. 
H. Course Prerequisites:  None 
I. Restrictions: Junior or senior standing and completion of written communication 

general college requirements. 
J. Course Attributes: UAA GER Fine Arts Requirement UAA GER Humanities 

Requirement. 
K. Fees: None 
 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A.  Instructional Goals.  The instructor will: 
$ Teach students world history as it relates to the development of theatre. 
$ Present the major theatrical movements of both western and eastern theatre. 
$ Inform students about the lives of  the major playwrights, directors and performers from 

each theatrical period. 
$ Encourage the development of critical thinking when viewing contemporary productions. 
 
B.  Student Outcomes.  The students will be able to: 
$ Present detailed knowledge of theatre history from the ancient Greeks through 1800. 
$ Evaluate factors which influenced the development of theatre across cultures and periods. 
$ Write and revise papers which demonstrate knowledge of theatre history and allied art 

forms in their historical context. 
$ Critically discuss theatre history and evaluate contemporary stage productions using this 

knowledge. 
$ Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and formats. 
$ Relate knowledge to the historical context in which it developed and the human problems 

it addresses.  
$ Interpret different systems of aesthetic representation and understand their historical and 

cultural contexts. 
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IV.      Guidelines for Evaluation 

Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; 
however, evaluation will include, but will not be limited to, tests covering the material found 
in the course, a research paper, and an oral presentation. The letter grade will be based on 
how well the student masters the subject material. 

 
V.      Course Level Justification 

Students entering this course must have a strong background in English, writing and the 
performing arts.  In addition the student should have a general knowledge of history and 
civilization.  The course studies the art of theatre in its social and historical contexts. 

 
VI.      Topical Course Outline: 

1.0 Review of the historical context of each period of study 
 1.1 Overview of selected periods 
 1.2 Social context 
 1.3 Political context 
 1.4 Economic context 
 
2.0 Survey of the important artistic movements as they relate to Theatre History 
 2.1 Visual arts 
 2.2 Literature 
 2.3 Music 
 2.4 Fashion 
 
3.0 Review of Principal plays, playwrights, theatre artists, performers and trends from each  
  major period. 
 3.1 Restoration Theatre 
 3.2 18th Century Performing Arts 
 3.3 19th Century European Theatre 
 3.4 Early American Theatre 
 3.5 Late 19th Century and the rise of realism 
 3.6 Russian Theatre of the late 19th Century 
 3.7 History of the American Musical 
 3.8 American Minority Theatre 
 3.9 Contemporary Theatre 
 
4.0 Integration and comparative studies in theatre. 
 4.1 Review of historical and social perspectives 
 4.2 Comparison of theatrical movements from selected periods 
 4.3 Seeing and reviewing local productions from these periods 
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VII.  Suggested texts 
Brockett, Oscar G. History of the Theatre. 10th ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2005. 
 
Wilson, Edwin. Living Theatre: A History. 4th ed..  New York:  McGraw Hill, 2004 
 
VIII.  Bibliography 
Banham, Martin, ed. The Cambridge Guide to the Theatre. Cambridge, GB: The Cambridge 

Press, 1995. 
Chambers, Colin, ed. Continuum Companion to 20th Century Theatre.  Leicester, GB: 

Continuum International Publishing, 2005 
Encyclopedia of World Drama. New York: McGraw Hill, 1998.  
 
Gwynn, R. S.  Drama: A Pocket Edition. 2nd ed. New York: Longman Press, 2002. 
 
Hartnoll, Phyllis.  The Concise Oxford Companion to the Theare. New Edition. New York:  

Oxford University Press, 1993. 
 
Jacobus, Lee A. Bedford Introduction to Drama. 5th ed. Boston, MA:  Bedford Books, 2005. 
 
Klaus, Carl H.  The Stages of Drama: Classic to Contemporary. 4th ed. New York: St. Martin=s  

Press, 2000. 
 
Oxford Companion to the Theatre. 5th ed. London: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Coordination Form 
 

 
Notification Date: February 6, '07 
 
Initiating unit: Department of Theatre and Dance 
 
Affected unit(s):       
 
Course Prefix and Number: THR A412   Previous Prefix and Number:       
  
Complete Course/Program Title:History of the Theatre II    
 
Previous Course/Program Title:       
 
 
Description of Action: Course Content Guide update 
 
 
Supporting documentation of the proposal is attached. 
 
 
Initiating faculty are also REQUIRED to send an email to 
uaa-faculty@uaa.alaska.edu describing the proposal, including the proposed 
action and the course prefix, number, course description, prerequisite, and any 
other relevant information.  
 
 
Any questions concerning the proposed changes may be addressed to the appropriate department chair, 
or the chair of the appropriate curriculum committee.  Written comments may also be sent to the UAB or 
GAB, in care of the Governance Office, at the following address: 
 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
Governance Office, ADM 213 

3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK  99508 

 
 
If no written comments are received by the UAB or GAB within ten (10) days of notification date shown 
above, it is assumed that there are no objections to the proposal. 
 
Note: Acknowledgement of coordination does not mean approval, it is only meant to verify that 
coordination has occurred. 



DRAFT for GERC Discussion ONLY 
To: Provost & Assistant Provost for Academic Affairs  
 
From: Ben Curtis, Chair GERC & Caedmon Liburd, Chair UAB 
 
Subject: OPRA GER Topic Paper and Tier 1-Tier 3 Sections  
 
After review of OPRA’s GER Topic Paper, the GERC concluded that implementation of 
GER revisions in the current UAA catalog might lead to “bottlenecks” for timely 
completion of GER Tier 1 and Tier 3 in AY 08-09 and beyond. The GERC requested that 
OPRA develop an approximation of any needed additional Tier 1 and Tier 3 sections. 
OPRA’s projections and an explanation of the assumptions used to make these projections 
are in the attached documents. Tier 1 projections are summarized in Figure D and Tier 3 
in Figure E of the attached Data Tables. While these approximations have a substantial 
margin of error, they provided a validation for the GERC’s concerns. 
 
In regards to Tier 3, the current UAA catalog states that, “The 37-credit General 
Education Requirement, including the 3-credit Integrative Capstone, is required for 
graduation after September 2008 for baccalaureate students who were admitted to 
major or pre-major status under the 2005-2006 UAA Catalog or later catalogs.”  The 
GERC requested that OPRA estimate the number of “general purpose” Tier 3 Integrative 
Capstone sections that would be needed for students without a capstone course in their 
major for graduation in Fall 08 and Spring 09. There are currently six Tier 3 Capstone 
courses identified by the GERC as “general purpose” based on their required prerequisites 
providing access for a variety of students in different majors to the course [Capstone 
course(sections 06-07): CIS A376(6 sections), CM A422(0), HIST A390A(1), HIST A427(0), 
PEP A384(1), & STAT A308(1) (science majors)]. The CPBB GERC representative has 
informed the GERC that it is not possible with existing faculty to offer additional capacity 
in CIS A376. Based on the OPRA estimate of a potential need for 350 “general purpose” 
Tier 3 capstone seats in 08-09, if one uses the average capstone section size of 25 from the 
GER Topic Paper, 14 “general purpose” capstone sections would be needed. To meet this 
projected need, the GERC would like to request a continuation of summer funding from 
Administration for capstone course development ($1000/course). Specifically, the GERC 
requests the availability of funds to allow a RFP to all faculty for distributing funds for 
summer 2007 development of 10 “general purpose” capstone courses with the intention to 
offer these new courses in AY 08-09.  
 
In regards to Tier 1 Basic College-Level Skills, the current UAA catalog states that 
“Baccalaureate students are required to complete the 12 credits of Basic College-Level 
Skills before completing 60 total degree applicable credits.” The Registrar has informed 
UAB that an upgrade to Banner will allow an effective enforcement of this policy in Fall 
2008. For UAA students from 02-06, the GER Topic Paper reports that “58% of the 
headcount and 63% of the Tier I enrollment occurs AFTER the student has reached upper-
division status base on cumulative credit hours already earned.” Enforcement of the 12 
credits of Tier 1 before 60 credits in Fall 2008 would require a shift from the 02-06 pattern 
of students completing Tier 1 requirements spread over 5 years, to completion in the first 
two years of academic standing, producing a “surge” in Tier 1 enrollment.   
 
Assuming that in Fall 2008 all incoming students are required to complete their 12 credits 
of Tier 1 before 60 credits, the GERC requested that OPRA approximate the number of 
additional Tier 1 sections needed to accommodate students at section caps and current 
average section sizes for all Tier 1 courses in each category (Quantitative Skills, Oral 



Communication Skills, and Written Communication Skills). Three scenarios are 
summarized in Figure D of the attached data tables. The first two scenarios assume that 
existing sections could be filled to capacity limits. As all the Tier 1 courses are not equally 
utilized to fulfill the Tier 1 GER requirement (particularly in Quantitative Skills), further 
analysis may be needed to evaluate the extent of accommodating a surge in Tier 1 
enrollment provided by increasing section fill rates. The large differences in the projected 
sections required produced by the different scenarios does not support a specific 
recommendation for each Tier 1 category, but confirms that “bottlenecks” for student 
access and completion of the 12 credits of Tier 1 courses before 60 credits is a potential 
problem.   
 
As an academic advisory body, UAB established four goals for this year, one of which is to 
review and provide recommendations on any matter of academic importance. The UAB 
and GERC recognize that implementation of GER reforms and revisions have resource 
implications. Development of revisions to the UAA GER requirements to address the 2000 
accreditation report received commendation in the 2005 NWCCU Regular Interim Report. 

 
“The committee recommends the Faculty Senate formalize a review 
of general education requirements that addresses their rationale and 
plan. Input should be sought from the faculty, administrative staff, 
and other stakeholders throughout UAA. It is expected that the work on 
articulating and communicating general education’s mission, goals, and 
objectives of general education will continue. 

 
The effort to adopt these requirements was led by a Faculty Senate Committee and took almost 
two years. A favorable faculty vote occurred in 2004. The general education requirements and 
their subject distribution is included in the 2005-2006 Catalog and are effective with this fall’s 
entering class. While the list is, for the most part, standard to almost all universities, it does 
represent considerable exploration on the part of this faculty, and provides a clear pathway for 
students. The list will also ease the movement of students who so choose from the Associate 
Degree to the four-year program.” 
  
In order for the GER program to succeed in providing “a clear pathway for students”, 
UAB and the GERC recommend that appropriate resources are needed to provide access 
for students to Tier 1 and Tier 3 GER courses in order to prevent disruption of the 
successful implementation of GER reforms.   
? 
Based on OPRA projections and the potential for “bottlenecks” in student access to Tier 1 
and Tier 3 GER courses, the UAB and GERC would like to make the following 
recommendations. 

 
1. Providing resources to offer sufficient Tier 3 Sections to allow students to meet this 

GER requirement for graduation in AY 08-09 and beyond is given a top priority. 
 
2. Providing resources to Departments with the requisite pedagogical skills for offering 

sufficient Tier 1 Sections to allow students to complete their 12 credits of basic skills 
before 60 credits is given a high priority. 

 
UAB and the GERC have no specific role in resource allocation, but welcome the 
opportunity to continue to review and respond to academic matters, such as those 
presented in OPRA’s GER Topic Paper, and provide advisory input to Administration. 
? 



Ben: 
   Good afternoon.  Attached you will find the model we created to project the number of sections 
needed in GER Tier I disciplines to accommodate the policy change to have GER Tier I 
requirements by 60 cumulative Credit Hours.  I have also written a narrative to help members of 
your committee walk through the assumptions, decision rules, and 3 alternative scenarios.  The 
findings are predicated on the stated assumptions but we can provide you with the spreadsheets 
if you desire to change assumptions and do your own modeling. 
  
   The attachment also contains Figure E where you asked us to project the number of capstone 
seats likely to be needed in FY08 for programs that do not already have an imbedded capstone 
within the discipline.  Figure E shows the number of graduates by year between 2002 through 
2006 who completed a program that had a capstone course in the discipline + graduates in 
programs that did not have their own capstone course.  We project that there will be 1,000 
graduates in FY08 and 35% (350 students) will be in degree programs that currently do not have 
their own capstone course.  You will need to make an assumption about which capstone course 
they will be taking to complete that requirement to determine whether current capstone course 
capacities will accommodate that group of students or additional sections will need to be added. 
  
   Let me know if you have any questions or desire that I walk your committee through the model.  
I also recommend that you share this model with Provost Driscoll if you plan to use the statistics 
in your discussion with him so you are all starting from the same reference point. 
  
  Have an enjoyable Spring hiatus!!!          
  
Gary 



March 19,2007 
 
To:  Ben Curtis, Chairman 
        GER Committee 
 
From:  Gary Rice, Director 
            OPRA 
 
Subject:  Projecting Needed Sections in Tier I GER Courses 
 
  Ben, at the request of your GER Committee, We have prepared a model that you can 
utilize to estimate the number course sections likely to be needed in the 3 Tier I 
categories to comply with the policy change that requires 12 credit hours in Tier I courses 
before the first 60 cumulative hours are completed by degree seekers.  We point out that 
this model is predicated upon historical trends for the past two Fall semesters, several 
assumptions, and decision rules I will subsequently identify as I describe how the model 
was created and the 3 scenarios that were modeled.  This model, like all models, is only 
accurate within the specified parameters.   
 
   We have prepared four figures (See attached) to illustrate the model.  Lay the figures 
beside this narrative to follow along as you read the following explanation.  I will walk 
you through the Full-time only degree seekers in just Quantitative Skills to simplify the 
explanation.  I have made certain numbers Bold with associated letters so you can track 
them between the figures.  If you have any questions about assumptions, decision rules 
made, and/or scenarios constructed, please let me know.  I recommend that you share this 
model with the Provost when you discuss this issue so he has a common understanding 
about how the numbers were derived.  
 
THE ISSUE 
 
   UAA has enacted a recent policy that all Baccalaureate degree seeking students are to 
have completed at least 12 credit hours in Tier I GER courses by the time they have 
completed 60 cumulative credit hours toward their 120-credit requirement for most 
Baccalaureate Degrees.  There is some talk that the policy may soon be expanded to 
include Associate degree seekers as well.   It is known that a number of current students 
have not met that requirement and the concern is the impact this policy will have as those 
students surge to comply on top of the continuing flow of new students into the pipeline 
each year.  The question is:  How long will it take for this surge to work its way through 
the system and how many sections in each Tier I discipline will be required to 
accommodate this surge and for how long?  
 
Assumption 1:  All students currently pursuing a degree program will continue to 
do so and will have to meet the requirement.  Juniors and Seniors who have already 
passed the 60-credit requirement will still move immediately to comply. 
 



Assumption 2:  Current course taking proportions by lower division students will 
remain the same.  That accounts for current patterns of course attrition and 
repeaters within GER courses.   
 
Assumption 3:  The 60-credit cutoff point does not require that all students must 
have met the 12-credit requirement within two calendar years.  Note:  The data can 
be read for ‘Full-time only’ if the interest is meeting the surge requirement in two 
calendar years and ‘Total’ if the interest is just meeting the surge requirement 
before graduation. 
 
Assumption 4:  The 60-credit cutoff requirement currently applies to only 
Baccalaureate seeking students but Associate seekers and non-degree seekers will 
continue to take GER courses and will impact the surge in the same pattern as their 
recent past history. 
          
 
   We start by examining the enrollment history in GER Tier I courses for the past two 
Fall semesters (See Figure A-1--Quantitative Skills).  Enrollment has been segmented 
into (1) Full-Time degree seekers only and (2) Total degree seekers--Full time + Part 
time.  Within each of these two segments the enrollment has been further segmented, by 
class level, into the following categories:  (1) UAA four-year degree seekers, (2) UAA 
two-year degree seekers, (3) combined two-year + four-year degree seekers, and (4) 
others = non-degree seekers and other MAU students taking UAA GER courses.  Within 
each cell the number of enrollees each semester who  had/had not met the GER Tier I 
requirement as of that semester was determined.  To illustrate, in Fall 2006 708 of the 
965 first-time freshmen (73.4%) had not completed the full requirement, which is not 
unexpected. 
 
   That semester there were 4,849 total students across all student levels who had not 
completed the 12-credit GER Quantitative Skills requirement.  Those 708 first-time full-
time freshmen constituted 14.6% of all 4,849 non-GER completers (See ‘A’) which 
means as full-timers they still have to meet the requirement and will likely be signing up 
for these courses before the end of their sophomore year.  Across all student levels, in 
Fall 2006 there were 1,853 full-time four-year degree seekers (38.1%--See ‘B’) who will 
likely be seeking to meet their GER requirements in Quantitative Skills.  That percentage 
will increase to 38.9% of 7,337 total students (full + part time students). 
 
Assumption 5: The baseline percentage of Full-time students taking GER Tier I 
Quantitative Skills would be the past 5-year average.    
 
Assumption 6:  Projected enrollment in Quantitative Skills will continue the growth 
rate trend of the past two years into Fall 2007. 
 
Assumption 7:  All upper division Full-time students who have not met the 
Quantitative Skills criterion before Fall 2007 will immediately seek to take such 
courses during Fall 2007.  



 
The overall 5-year average percentage of first-time full-time freshmen who took 
Quantitative Skills GER courses was 6.8% of all full-time Baccalaureate degree seekers. 
Across all student levels, 20.9% of full-time students, on average, have taken their GER 
Quantitative Skills during Fall semester.   Recall from Figure ‘A’ that 14.6% of first-time 
full-time freshmen had not taken the GER requirement.  Subtracting the 6.8% who 
typically have taken this GER requirement over the years leaves 7.8% who may need to 
respond to the policy change.  Note:  Observe that the percentages of full-time degree 
seekers who are Juniors and Senior when taking Quantitative Skills courses is carried 
over to be the same percentages who will be in need of doing so in Fall 2007.    Adding 
the percentages who have not met the GER requirement produces 38.1% (See ‘B’).   
Adding the proportions of full-time students in Fall 2006 that will likely need to respond 
to the policy in Fall 2007, the total is 17.6% surge.  That leads to the question 17.6% 
surge of what projected number in Fall 2007?    
 
 Total full-time enrollment in Quantitative Skills GER courses was 4,658 in Fall 2005 
and 4,859 in Fall 2006.  It was extrapolated that Fall 2007 full-time projected enrollment 
would be 5,000 (See Figure B-1—underlined).  Simply multiplying the projected total 
enrollment of full-time students times the proportion needing to respond to the policy by 
student level e.g. 5,000 X 7.8% = 390 additional first-time full-time freshmen in Fall 
2007 that will need to be enrolling in GER Tier I Quantitative Skills courses.  Summing 
across all student levels produces 878 additional student surge for Fall 2007 (See ‘C’) on 
top of the expected proportions that have historically entered these courses each Fall 
semester.  Note:  it was projected that 7,500 full and part-time students combined would 
be enrolling in these courses and that would produce a 1,990 surge in total Quantitative 
Skills students. 
 
Assumption 8:  Class capacities in individual GER Tier I courses would remain at 
their current department-set caps into the future. 
 
Assumption 9:  Students would make more use of course availability and capacity 
during Summer term than has been historically utilized.  
 
   The previous two figures used Fall semesters to establish model parameters.  Figure C 
reports the total actual enrollment by semester/term within academic year and percentage 
of capacity (course fill rate) by each GER Tier I discipline (See ‘C’).  Over the past 5 
years, Quantitative Skills GER Tier I courses have been 55% full during Summer terms, 
83% full during Fall semesters, and 77% full during Spring semesters.  Over the past 5 
years there has been an average of 833 seats left vacant below department-set caps per 
year (See ‘C’).  The average section size during the past 5 years has been 26.3.  
 
 
   The 3 previous figures have set the parameters for this model to project how to handle 
the anticipated surge by controlling two variables:  (1) Class capacity and (2) number of 
sections.  The following 3 scenarios present the length of time to accommodate the 



anticipated surge.  Again I am only illustrating the surge in Quantitative Skills but Figure 
D shows the impact across all three Tier I Disciplines. 
 
Scenario 1:  Bring Classes to Full Capacity with No Sections Added—Years 
Required. 
 
   Figure C showed an average of 833 annual seats available (See ‘D’).  Figure  B 
determined there would be a project need of an additional 878 seats (See ‘C’).  Therefore, 
Figure D shows UAA could handle just full-time four-year degree seeking students surge 
in 1/10 of a year no additional sections but filling existing sections to capacity limits.  If 
one combines 2 and four year degree full-time seats needed (1,533) with 833 seats 
available it would take 8/10 of a year.  If one combines full and part time students 
seeking a four-year degree  it would take 1.4 years and last, combining full and part-time 
students seeking either a two year or four year degree would require 3.4 years. 
 
   Oral Communications has fewer available seats based on their current caps so it would 
take more years to move their surge through the system.  Written Communication would 
be intermediate between Quantitative Skills and Oral communication in handling their 
surge under this scenario. 
 
Scenario 2:  Additional Sections Needed to Eliminate Surge within 3 Years—
Current Caps 
 
   Scenario 2 is equivalent to Scenario 1 but it shows the number of additional sections 
required to remove the surge within 3 years.  It would require no additional sections to 
handle all conditions except full and part-time students seeking either four-year or two-
year degrees.  In the latter it would require 12 additional sections to meet the three-year 
deadline. 
 
Scenario 3:  Additional Sections Needed to Eliminate Surge within 5 years—
Current  Section Size 
 
   Figure C revealed that the average section size in Quantitative Skills courses over the 
past 5 years has been 26.3 and they have been between 77-83% of capacity (See ‘E’).  If 
Quantitative Skills courses remained at 26.3 average section size fill rate it would take 7 
additional sections to remove the surge among full-time students seeking the 4-year 
degree within 5 years.  It would take 12 additional sections to handle full-time students 
seeking either two-year or four-year degree, and 28 additional Quantitative Skills sections 
to handle the surge of both full-time and part-time students seeking either two-year or 
four-year degree. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
   We can provide you with the model spreadsheets if you desire to modify or make 
additional assumptions.  Given these assumptions, it is our belief that the surge could be 
accommodated with existing sections in GER Quantitative Skills courses.  If courses 



were filled to current capacity the most additional sections would need to be added for 
Oral Communications courses.  Written Communications would require 23 additional 
sections over 3 years to accommodate both full and part-time students seeking either a 
Baccalaureate or Associate degree.  If the Associate degree does not require these GER 
requirements, it could be done in less time.   
       




