
General Education Review Committee 
Agenda 

   
April 10, 2009 

Room Change: RH 207A 
1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.   

 I.  Call to Order  
Roll 
( ) Erik Hirschman Mat-Su/UAB Social Sciences   
( ) Mari Ippolito  CAS/UAB 
( ) Patricia Fagan CAS  Humanities   
( ) Robert Capuozzo  COE   
( ) Jack Pauli CBPP   
( ) Jeane Breinig  CAS  Written Communication 
( ) Len Smiley  CAS Quantitative Skills 
( ) Suzanne Forster CAS/UAB 
( ) Robin Wahto  CTC/UAB  
( ) Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts 
( ) Bart Quimby OAA  
( ) Catherine Sullivan CHSW/UAB   
( ) Doug Parry/ 
     Shawnalee Whitney CAS Oral Communication  
( ) Jeff Miller SOE  
( ) Karl Wing USUAA 
( ) Hilary Davies UAB Chair  
 
II. Approval of Agenda (pg. 1) 

 
III. Approval of Summary (pg. 2)       

         
IV. Report from Associate Vice Provost Bart Quimby 

 
V. Chair’s Report  

 
VI. Course Action Requests 

 
  Add BIOL A489 Population Genetics and Evolutionary Processes (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 3-8) 

 
VII. Old Business 
VIII. New Business 
IX. Informational Items and Adjournment 
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General Education Review Committee 
Summary 

   
March 27, 2009 

ADM 204 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.   

 I.  Call to Order  
Roll 
(x) Erik Hirschman Mat-Su/UAB Social Sciences   
(e) Mari Ippolito  CAS/UAB 
(x) Patricia Fagan CAS  Humanities   
(x) Robert Capuozzo  COE   
(x) Jack Pauli CBPP   
(x) Jeane Breinig  CAS  Written Communication 
(x) Len Smiley  CAS Quantitative Skills 
(x) Suzanne Forster CAS/UAB 
(e) Robin Wahto  CTC/UAB  
(x) Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts 
(x) Bart Quimby OAA  
(e) Catherine Sullivan CHSW/UAB   
(x) Doug Parry/ 
     Shawnalee Whitney CAS Oral Communication  
( ) Jeff Miller SOE  
( ) Karl Wing USUAA 
(x) Hilary Davies UAB Chair  
 
II. Approval of Agenda (pg. 1) 

Approved 
 

III. Approval of Summary (pg. 2)       
Approved 
         

IV. Report from Associate Vice Provost Bart Quimby 
 

V. Chair’s Report  
 

VI. Course Action Requests 
Chg CEL A450 Civic Engagement Capstone (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 3-8) 

  Approved 
 

Chg ACCT A452 Auditing (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 9-14) 
  Approved 
 
  Chg JUST A251 Criminology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 15-19) 

Approved 
 

Add EDFN A304 Comparative Education (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 20-26) 
Approved 

 
  Chg BIOL A378 Marine Biology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 27-32) 

Approved 
 

VII. Old Business 
VIII. New Business 
IX. Informational Items and Adjournment 
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1a.  School or College 
       AS CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
      AMSC Division of Math Science 
 

1c. Department 
      Biological Sciences 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      BIOL 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A489 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
           

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Population Genetics and Evolutionary Processes 
 
    Pop Genetics & Evol Processes 
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 
 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other Capstone status. 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2009                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 
 

12.    Cross Listed with         
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
        BA-Biological Sciences, BS-Biological Sciences majors, Biology minors; BS-Natural Sciences majors; Environmental Science minors. 
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA Faculty ListServ, UAA Deans & Directors.                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       A comprehensive examination of the primary forces and processes involved in shaping genetic variation in natural populations 
(mutation, drift, selection, migration, recombination, mating patterns, population size and population subdivision), methods of measuring 
genetic variation in nature, and experimental tests of important ideas in population genetics.  
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      BIOL A252 or BIOL A308. 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
          n/a. 

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
          n/a. 
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
          Senior standing; completion of all GER Tier 1 and 2 courses is required. 
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        New UAA GER Integrative Capstone course. This is a key course in the Biological curriculum which has not been offered until now.  
The advanced approach to understanding evolutionary patterns and processes requires an integration of critical concepts of genetics, 
ecology, evolutionary biology, molecular biology, human biology and anthropology, statistics and applied mathematics.  Students will 
emerge with an understanding of how population-level evolutionary processes, ecology, and the natural world are linked.   
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 

3



UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA ANCHORAGE 
COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 

 
I. Implementation Date: Fall 2009. 

 
II. Course Information: 

A. College: College of Arts and Sciences. 
B. Course Subject/Number: BIOL A489. 
C.  Course Title: Population Genetics and Evolutionary Processes. 
D. Course Description:    A comprehensive examination of the primary forces and 

processes involved in shaping genetic variation in natural 
populations (mutation, drift, selection, migration, 
recombination, mating patterns, population size and 
population subdivision), methods of measuring genetic 
variation in nature, and experimental tests of important 
ideas in population genetics. 

E. Credit Hours: 3.0. 
F. Contact Hours: 3 + 0. 

 G.  Grading Basis: A-F. 
 H.  Status of Course Relative 

to Degree Program: 
BA-Biological Sciences, BS-Biological Sciences majors, 
Biology minors, BS-Natural Science majors; 
Environmental Science minors. 

 I.  Course Fees (Yes/No): No. 
 J. Lab Fees (Yes/No): No. 
 K. Coordination: UAA Faculty ListServ, UAA Deans & Directors. 
 L. Prerequisites/Corequisite: Prerequisite: BIOL A252 or BIOL A308. 

Corequisite:  N/A. 
 M. Registration Restrictions: Senior Standing; completion of all GER Tier 1 and 2 

courses is required. 
 N. Course Attributes: UAA GER Integrative Capstone. 

  
III. Course Activities: 

This is primarily a lecture course meetings 3 hours per week for 15 weeks. Students are 
required to read, research and synthesize information from the primary literature and other 
sources to cover a topic of their choice related to quantitative understanding of 
microevolutionary processes.  This research will be presented by students to the class. 

 
IV. Evaluation: 

Course grading is A-F. The evaluation methods, while at the discretion of the faculty member 
teaching the course, may include written lecture exams, reading and interpreting selected 
primary literature, and presentation of a paper in microevolution.   

 
V. Course Level Justification: 

Course Level Justification: 
Students are required to learn and integrate information from a variety of scientific 
disciplines as it relates to applied genetics, advanced evolutionary analysis, and 
microevolutionary proesses; to read, understand, and apply ideas conveyed by primary 
scientific literature; to synthesize current biological knowledge and evolutionary theory; and 
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