
General Education Review Committee 
Agenda 

   
February 16, 2007   

ROOM CHANGE: LIB 302a 
12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.   

 I. Roll   
( ) Doug Parry  CAS  Oral Communication   
( ) Ben Curtis  Mat-Su/UAB Natural Sciences   
( ) Caedmon Liburd UAB 
( ) Patricia Fagan CAS  Humanities   
( ) Dan Schwartz  COE   
( ) Jack Pauli  CBPP/UAB   
( ) Jeane Breinig  CAS  Written Communication 
( ) Len Smiley  CAS/UAB  Quantitative Skills 
( ) Robin Wahto  CTC  
( ) Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts 
( ) Tom Miller  OAA Guest 
( ) Vacant CHSW  
( ) Grant Baker SOENGR/ UAB 
( ) Vacant Student 
  
II. Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1) 

 
III. Approval of Meeting Summary for January 26, 2007 (pg. 2-3) 

 
IV. Chair’s Report  

 
V. Course Action Requests 

 
VI. Old Business 

A.  
 

 
VII. New Business 

 
A. Review, Revision, and Additions to Gary Rice GER questions (pg. ) 
 
B. Sharon Araji UAB submission on GER Social Sciences’ course 
outcomes (pg.    ) 
 
C. Harvard Report on General Education 
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~secfas/General_Education_Final_Report.pdf 

  
  

  
 

VIII. Informational Items and Adjournment 
 
 



General Education Review Committee 
Summary 

   
February 9, 2007   

ADM 201 
12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.   

 I. Roll   
(x) Doug Parry  CAS  Oral Communication   
(x) Ben Curtis  Mat-Su/UAB Natural Sciences   
(x) Caedmon Liburd UAB 
(x) Patricia Fagan CAS  Humanities   
( ) Dan Schwartz  COE   
(x) Jack Pauli  CBPP/UAB   
( ) Jeane Breinig  CAS  Written Communication 
(x) Len Smiley  CAS/UAB  Quantitative Skills 
(x) Robin Wahto  CTC  
(x) Walter Olivares CAS Fine Arts 
( ) Tom Miller  OAA Guest 
( ) Vacant CHSW  
( ) Grant Baker SOENGR/ UAB 
( ) Vacant Student 
  
II. Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1) 

Approved 
 

III. Approval of Meeting Summary for January 26, 2007 (pg. 2-3) 
Dan and Grant were only non attendees 
Patty Linton should be spelled correctly 
Approved w/ changes 
 

IV. Chair’s Report  
Template memo was sent out 
Templates were looked at as informational items at Faculty Senate 
UAB will be discussing Priority Registration 
 

V. Course Action Requests 
 
Chg PSY A111 General Psychology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 4-9) 

  Approved 
 

  Chg PSY A150 Lifespan Development (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 10-16) 
Approved 

 
 

VI. Old Business 
A. GER CCG Updates   (pg. 17-18) 

Quantitative Skills GER review template 
GER Template Memo sent out February 8, 2007 
 

 
VII. New Business 

A. GER Topic Paper: Annotated Executive Summary (pg. 19-32) 
 Committee has reviewed the data submitted 



February 9, 2007 General Education Review Committee    
Page 2 Summary 
   
 

 Would like Gary Rice to return to discuss executive summary  
 New information regarding Tier I, but what is shown regarding Tier II, that the  

group wouldn’t intuitively know 
 
Two areas to look at: 
Usefully info about 12 before 60 
GER Course availability and section numbers 

 
VIII. Informational Items and Adjournment 
 
Meeting Adjourned 



General Question:  In the 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 UAA Catalogs “Baccalaureate students 
are required to complete the 12 credits of Basic College-Level Skills before completing 60 
total degree applicable credits.” 
 
Given the data below from GER Topic Paper………. 
 
In Fall 2005 Tier I courses had a combined total of 5,204 initial registrants but 703 (13.6%) 
dropped leaving 4,501 enrollees (46% Written, 23% Oral, 31% Quantitative).  The entire tier had 
87% of its total available capped seats occupied and average section size was nearly 21.  By 
contrast UAA had an overall fill rate of 69% capacity, about 8% drop rate, and 15 average 
section size.  6,507 of 65,974 initial UAA registrants (10%) have their classes cancelled and/or 
change their mind and leave before classes start. Tier I courses are 69% full by 1st day of 
instruction and 87% full  by end of registration compared to 50% and 69% full across the 
curriculum. Fill rates Oral Communication(1st day 78%-90% final)20.7 section size, Written 
Communication(1st day 73%-92% final) 18.9 section size, Quantitative Skills (1st day 57%-80% 
final) 24.6 section size. 
 
 During 02-06, Oral 244 sections with 89 over enrollment cap(37%), Quantitative 6,751 sections 
with 8% overloaded, and Written 21% overloaded. All Tier I, 21% of sections overloaded. 
 
About 26% of the (headcount) and 18% of Tier I enrollment takes place during first year of 
college.  By second year the percentages are 42% and 37% respectively.  That means 58% of the 
headcount and 63% of the Tier I enrollment occurs AFTER the student has reached upper-
division status base on cumulative credit hours already earned. 
Enrollment(headcount) 
Oral Communication: 1st year 19%( 28%), 2nd year 19%(15%), 3rd year 21%(22%), 4th year 
21%(18%), 5th year 20%(17%). 
Written Communication: 1st year 17%(27%), 2nd year 19%(15%), 3rd year 21%(19%), 4th year 
22%(19%), 5th year 21%(20%).  
Quantitative Skills: 1st year 20%( 21%), 2nd year 20%(20%), 3rd year 20%(18%), 4th year 
20%(20%), 5th year 20%(21%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I. Assuming enforced implementation by enrollment services in Banner, will there be a 
“bottleneck” for students to remain as degree-seeking and proceeding past 60 credits for 
any baccalaureate student in academic year 07-08 or 08-09 due to a lack of availability of 
enough sections of GER Tier 1 Basic College-Level skills course sections, either through 
lack of section seats or the lack of section seats that fit students’ schedules?  
 

A) Given a projection of students needing Tier 1 courses to proceed as degree-
seeking past 60 credits in academic year 07-08 and 08-09, how many additional 
Tier 1 sections and FTEF faculty would be needed?….. 

 
ia. How many additional Oral Communication Skills sections (COMM A111, 
COMM A235, COMM A237, and COMM A241) are needed, based on 
current enrollment distribution in these courses, in academic year 07-08 and 
08-09? 
 
ib. Are any additional Oral Communication FTEF needed for instruction of 
needed additional sections? 
 
 
iia. How many additional Quantitative Skills sections (MATH A107, MATH 
A108, MATH A109, MATH A172, MATH A200, MATH A201, MATH A272, 
STAT A252, STAT A253 STAT A307) are needed, based on current 
enrollment distribution in these courses, in academic year 07-08 and 08-09? 
Note: MATH A107, MATH A172, STAT A252 are perhaps the most 
significant for non-math/science/engineering students. 
 
iib. Are any additional Quantitative Skills FTEF needed for instruction of 
needed additional sections? 
 
iic. How many additional sections of MATH support courses for the 
Quantitative skill requirement (MATH A054, MATH A055, MATH A105 are 
needed to allow degree-seeking students to proceed past 60 credits, academic 
year 07-08 and 08-09? 

 
iid. Are any additional Quantitative Skills FTEF needed for instruction of 
needed support course sections? 

 
 

iiia. How many additional Written Communication Skills sections (ENGL 
A111, ENGL A211, ENGL A212, ENGL A213, ENGL A 214, ENGL A311, 
ENGL A312, ENGL A414) are needed, based on current enrollment 
distribution in these courses, in academic year 07-08 and 08-09? 
 
 
 



iiib. ENGL A111 sections are a prerequisite for the second required 3 credits, 
and therefore, how many ENGL A111 sections are needed WITH successful 
student completion(minimum grade of C) for proceeding to 200 level 
required courses before 60 credits, in academic year 07-08 and 08-09? 
 
iiic. Are any additional ENGL A111 FTEF needed for instruction of needed 
additional sections? 

 
iiid. ENGL A211, ENGL A212, ENGL A213, ENGL A214 are the most 
significant 2nd required Written Communication course, how many of theses 
200 level ENGL sections are needed to allow degree-seeking students to 
proceed past 60 credits in academic year 07-08 and 08-09? 
 
iiie. Are any additional 200 Level-Written Communication Skills FTEF 
needed for instruction of needed additional sections? 
 
 

B)  If no additional sections of Tier 1 courses were offered, (given a projection of 
students needing Tier 1 courses to proceed as degree-seeking past 60 credits in 
academic year 07-08 and 08-09) how many students would be required to change 
their status to non-degree seeking to take more than 60 credits assuming Banner 
enforcement on registration?   
 

ii..  HHooww  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee  ssttuuddeennttss  ffoorrcceedd  iinnttoo  nnoonn--ddeeggrreeee  sseeeekkiinngg  ssttaattuuss  
wwoouulldd  bbee  iimmppaacctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddeeggrreeee--sseeeekkiinngg  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  ffoorr  rreecceeiivviinngg  ffiinnaanncciiaall  
aaiidd??  ((PPeellll  GGrraannttss,,  FFeeddeerraall  SSuupppplleemmeennttaall  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  GGrraanntt,,  
FFAAFFSSAA--SSttaaffffoorrdd  LLooaann,,  VVeetteerraannss  AAssssiissttaannccee))  
 

C)Will a “delay” in the implementation of the 12 before 60 requirement occur either 
through lack of Banner enforcement, lack of available resources, or through 
allowing numerous petitions for students that have not completed 12 before 60 to 
continue as degree-seeking?  
 

i. Will there be an impact on 2010 accreditation evaluation should a lack of 
implementation of 12 before 60 occur? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



General Question: Integrative Capstone required after September 2008 for baccalaureate 
students admitted to major or pre-major status under the 2005-2006 UAA Catalog or later 
catalogs. 
Tom Miller provided data from Mary Howard for 1400 applicants for graduation in Spring 2007. 
One estimate would be up to 2500 capstone seats/year. 
 
Tier 3 Integrative Capstone Courses 
Courses completed at UAA must be selected from the following 
Integrative Capstone courses:    Prerequisites/Purpose 
ART A491 Senior Seminar    Senior Std. PHIL 401/ Bachelor Arts, Fine Arts/ 
BIOL A452 Human Genome    Jr. Std., BIOL A252 Genetics, ANTH 205 Biol.Anth.,  
       PSY 370 Bio.Psy/       Anth/Bio/Psy Majors 
CEL A450 Civic Engagement Capstone     CEL 292, CEL 395:/Certificate Civic Engagement 
CIS A376 Management Information Systems    Jr. Std., CIS A305 Managerial Present OR COMM 

A241 Public Speaking/ general interest/business 
majors/BBA 

CS A470 Applied Software Development Project      CS A351, CS A401, sr. standing/ BA/BS Computer 
 Science 

ECON A488 Seminar in Economic Research            Sr. Std., ECON 321&324& 412 or 429/BA BBA 
 Economics 

EDFN A300 Philosophical and Social Context                 Jr. Std., EDSE 212 or PSY A245 / Elementary ED 
Of American Education     
GEOL A456 Geoarcheology    Jr. Std., ANTH 211 Fund. Archeol., GEOL A221/  

Geol. Anth. Majors 
HIST A390A Themes in World History  Jr. Std., GEOG A101 & HIST A101, or A102, or 

A121, or A122, or A131, or A132/ History major or  
     general interest 
HIST A427 Post-Soviet Culture and Society   Jr. Std., HIST A102 or any RUSS/ History, 

 Languages, General interest 
HNRS A490 Senior Honors Seminar   Jr. Std. & UAA Honors Program  
MATH A420 History of Mathematics   Jr. Std., MATH A202, A215, one HIST/ BA BS 
Mathematics 
MEDT A302 Clinical Laboratory Education and   PHIL A302   Jr. standing/BS Medical Technology 
Management 
NS A411 Health II: Nursing Therapeutics  Junior standing/ BS Nursing Science 
PEP A384 Cultural and Psychological Aspects    PSY A111, PSY A150 Jr. standing/ 
Of Health and Physical Activity     general interest BS Phys.ED. 
PSY A370 Biological Psychology   Jr. Std. AS 252/AS 253/Psy 260 & PsyA261/BA&BS  
             Psy 
RUSS A427 Post-Soviet Culture and Society   (see HIST A427) 
SOC A488 Capstone Seminar    Senior Standing, SOC 361 & 402/ Sociology majors  
STAT A308 Intermediate Statistics for the Sciences     Jr. Std., 100-level Social Sci., 100 level Nat. 

       Sci., STAT 252, 253, or 307/ Science Majors 
SWK A431 Social Work Practice IV         Junior Std., SWK 430 & 461B/ BSW   
TECH A453 Capstone Project    Junior Std., TECH A305/ BS Technology 
See Class Schedule for additional Integrative Capstone courses. 
*** Note: The 37-credit General Education Requirement, including 
the 3-credit Integrative Capstone, is required for graduation after 
September 2008 for baccalaureate students who were admitted to 
major or pre-major status under the 2005-2006 UAA Catalog or later 
catalogs. (For specifics on catalog year requirements, see Chapter 7, 
Academic Standards and Regulations, Related Undergraduate Admissions Policies). 



  
  
CCaappssttoonnee  CCoouurrsseess  FFoorr  ppootteennttiiaallllyy  aannyy  MMaajjoorr::  
CIS A376 Management Information Systems:  ( Jr. Std., CIS A305 Managerial Present OR 
     COMM A241 Public Speaking Oral Communication GER/ general interest/business majors/BBA) 
 HIST A390A Themes in World History (Prerequisites GEOG A101(Social Sciences GER) 

and any HIST humanities GER) 
HIST A427 Post-Soviet Culture and Society (Prerequisite HIST A102) 
PEP A384 Cultural and Psychological Aspects of Health & Physical Activity (Prerequisites 

PSY A111 or PSY A150 (Social Sciences GER)  
 
 
Will there be a “bottleneck” for timely graduation for any baccalaureate student in 
academic year 08-09 due to a lack of availability of an appropriate GER Tier 3 Integrative 
Capstone course in the students junior or (for many students?) their senior year? 
 

I. Given a projection of graduation applications for Spring 09, how 
many capstone sections are needed in Fall 08-Spring 09? 

 
II. Given current availability of major-program specific capstones, how 

many sections of “general purpose/interest” integrative capstone 
courses are needed? 

 
i)Is there enough variety and accessibility based on required 
prerequisites in the available capstones to serve all baccalaureate 
students in a variety of programs and majors? 
 
ii)How many UAA degrees/majors still need a specific Tier 3: 
Capstone course for their students?   

 
 

III. Are any additional FTEF needed for instruction of capstone courses 
to prevent a “bottleneck” for graduation? 

 
IV. Will it be necessary to “delay” the implementation of the Tier 3 

Integrative Capstone requirement either by a catalog change or 
allowing numerous petitions in order to allow students to graduate in 
Spring 09? 

 
i)would there be an impact on 2010 accreditation evaluation should a 
delay in the Capstone requirement for graduation occur? 



 
BA 151 Introduction to Business      Implementation Date: 1988  Due for revision 
 
DEFINED OUTCOMES 
Business and Its Environment: The student will now have a foundation with which to build a 
more comprehensive understanding of the world of business. 
 
Organization and the Management of the Enterprise: The student will now have an introductory 
understanding of the management structure. 
 
Management of Human Resources: The student will have developed a more comprehensive 
understanding of the importance and functions of management. 
 
Marketing Management: The student will have developed a comprehensive understanding of 
marketing from product development, pricing strategies, promotional strategies, and 
distribution strategies. 
 
Production and Information: The student will now have an understanding of the importance of 
collecting, summarizing, disbursing, and using various forms of information to aid in the 
running of a business. 
 
Financing the Enterprise: The student will now have an appreciation of what the banking system 
is all about, including familiarization with loan package preparation and financial statement 
review. Students will also have a more complete understanding of the securities markets, as well 
as the various insurance needs confronting business today. 
 
Additional Dimensions: This will allow the student to have specific information on international 
business trade, legal aspects that affect the business world, a look at the future of business as we 
know it today, and a chance to review various career fields that they can be trained in for 
positions within the field of business administration. 
 
This course is designed to provide students with a better understanding of the world of 
business and spark an interest in the field of business so that the student can obtain additional 
understanding through additional course work in business administration. 
 
 
 
ECON A201  Principles of Macroeconomics  Implementation Date:2006 Due for revision 
 


