UAA Graduate Council Minutes
Friday, October 23, 2009, 12noon-1pm

Members present:

Rhonda Johnson, Chair

Jeff Bailey, Chair Elect

Patt Sandberg, Secretary
Debra Russ/Micah Firesteen
Sally Spieker

Diane Hanson
Barb Berner
Donna Gail Shaw

Jang Ra
Orson Smith

Jim Powell
Randy Magan
Dean Konopasek
David Stevenson

Karla Powell (GSA)
Graduate School:

Robert White
Elisa Mattison
Registrar:

John Allred 
1) Roll Call and Agenda Approved

2) Remarks/Report from Graduate School: Robert White/Elisa Mattison

a. Academic Master Plan still in discussions at SAC. UA faculty have representation and much input has also come from Faculty Alliance.  

b. RAET – Need 3 nominees for accreditation committee related to Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity from GC by Oct 30-goal is to have engr/physics; social/anthro/psych and biol/biomed/medical arenas well represented); Orson Smith from this group has been actively involved  in writing team for this effort, but will not be able to continue. Dan Kline recently joined. Other nominees should be forwarded to Rhonda in the next few days so graduate faculty are well represented on this important committee
c. Bob participated in several other meetings related to graduate studies in Fairbanks and many cross campus issues were addressed

d. Elisa has developed first thesis format workshops for faculty; slides are available on the Graduate School website

e. Elisa will be available on Friday afternoons 3-5pm for walk in thesis format reviews/ advising 

f. Elisa reported on successful joint UAA/UAF College Career Fair in Anchorage that enjoyed good attendance and interest in graduate studies
g. Need nominees for search committee for Associate Dean for Graduate School-Rhonda Johnson will be Grad Council representative to Associate Dean search committee 
3) Graduate Council Chair Rhonda Johnson

Discussed agenda for today and overall process for reviewing doctoral proposals- RJ presented plan for 3 levels of approval. 1.) Doctoral Proposal Review committee approves- yes/no 2.) Larger GC body decides - do we have enough information yes/no 3.)Larger GC body decides, do we support the proposal yes/no
a. Old Business – brief committee reports
i. Graduate Paperwork and Processes – Donna/John:  Just finished upgrade for graduate courses to use Degree Works; still a work in progress but much potential for streamlining paperwork
ii. Doctoral Proposal Review – Jeff:  have not yet reviewed DPM proposal; first meeting raised more issues related to process (see attached); question of whether or not this committee should review resources or does that rest with Deans and VP?  VP for Research asks this committee to review resources as GAB just asks if they have been reviewed by school/college
iii. Graduate Catalogue and Graduate Handbooks Review- Dianne:  met and decided on organization. Will start with review of catalog text
iv. Graduate School Strategic Plan – Randy:  wishes to clarify Grad Council charge; is to provide input/advice re: the Graduate School Strategic Plan as requested 
v. Graduate Council Bylaws – Patt:  have not met – will begin this month
vi. Graduate Dean and leadership recruitment- Rhonda: Committee raised three possible issues with draft PD for Associate Dean for Graduate School: Clarifications: 1)‘search’ timeline to fill position by Fall 09 is unrealistic as this point and will need to be extended  2) Description of Dean doesn’t include reference to research 3) Tenured faculty is preferred/required?
4) New Business
a. GC listened to presentation of doctoral proposal for DPM by Jang Ra and had Q and A.  Jang Ra noted he will provide copy of slides to anyone interested  and that he will be out of state on work-related travel in November, so others familiar with DPM will be at next meeting. 
b. We anticipate doctoral proposals from both Nursing and Education for discussion at next meeting. 

