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Ev From the Vice Provost

| wanted to share some
changes in our research
office. Elisa Mattison
has been hired as Co-
ordinator of Graduate
Studies. She is cur-
\| rently updating the
graduate catalog and
Douglas Causey - e|ping consolidate and
organize the graduate
studies programs throughout campus.
Joanne Thordarson is concentrating on
compliance as the new Research Com-
pliance Administrator. Susan Harper,
Manager for the Office of Sponsored
Programs, is retiring at the end of April!
Fortunately for us, she has agreed to
return part-time to manage the budget
and work on special projects. We are in
the process of redefining her position
and starting a search.

This current issue of the Research News
again illustrates the diversity of re-
search activities at UAA. The Justice
Center is actively involved in research
on violence against women. Dr. Krebs
and her graduate student are heatedly
involved in studying thermotolerance.
The School of Engineering continues to
study the effect of earthquakes and cold
temperatures on various structures. The
Consortium Library has newly acquired
resources for engineers. Dr. Burns is
studying reproduction of sea otters with
her graduate student and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

It is noteworthy how much students and
the Alaska community are involved in
our research efforts. The Math Depart-
ment has developed a program for el-
ementary and middle school teachers on
how to teach math. The Alaska Natives
into Psychology (ANPsych) provides a
program and community for students
to study in mental health fields. And
the sustainability program continues
to grow and find ways to improve our
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quality of life.
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wv Justice Center Develops

Active Research Agenda on
Intimate Partner Violence

Dr. André Rosay joined UAA four
years ago as an Assistant Professor in
the Justice Center. Since then, he has
developed an active research agenda
to understand and ultimately reduce
the high levels of violence against
women in Alaska. His most recent
award from the National Institute
of Justice supports a partnership be-
tween the Alaska State Troopers, the
Alaska Department of Law and the
Justice Center.

The key goal of this research is to ex-
amine how investigative capacities
can be improved so that a higher pro-
portion of offenders can be success-
fully convicted. Project personnel in-
clude Dr. Darryl Wood, an Associate
Professor in the Justice Center, Greg
Postle, a Ph.D. candidate from the
University of Delaware, and Gregory
Snodgrass, an undergraduate stu-
dent majoring in Justice with minors
in Mathematics and
Statistics.  Together,
they have developed
an unprecedented
endeavor to collect
both police and pros-
ecution reports of inti-
mate partner violence
in Alaska.

Greg Postle developed
databases to collect
very detailed infor-
mation from intimate
partner violence cases
reported to the Alaska State Troop-
ers. Undergraduate students will

then read approximately 3,000 police
reports and will enter information
from these reports directly into these
databases. Similarly, Gregory Snod-
grass developed a database to collect
very detailed information on case out-
comes from the Alaska Department of
Law. His work was partially funded
by an Undergraduate Research Grant.
By linking police and prosecution re-
cords, project personnel will then be
able to examine how troopers’ inves-
tigative strategies affect conviction
rates.

Throughout his work, Dr. Rosay has
actively involved undergraduate stu-
dents in his research. Most notably,
six of his undergraduate students
published posters describing the char-
acteristics of sexual assaults reported
to the Anchorage Police Department.
The Crime Mapping Center, housed
within the Justice Center, was utilized
to create maps of sexual assault loca-
tions in Anchorage. These students
included Gregory Snodgrass, Cathe-
rine Morris, Kamaree Altaffer, Aman-
da Matthews, Alexa Fleming, and Jeff
Valentine. Their work was presented
to the Anchorage Police Department a
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Senator Lisa Murkowski and Dr. André Rosay at
the Summit on Violence Against Women







