
Chandler Lee Braley was born April 25, 1983, in Fairbanks and was an honor student in local 
schools.   Chandler was also an accomplished violinist and a talented actor who inspired many 
people with his love of the arts.  He started dance classes at the age of four and joined the North 
Star Ballet when he was five, continuing to dance until he was sixteen. Chandler’s theatrical forays 
included appearances as Bernardo in West Side Story, Colin in The Secret Garden and Tulsa in Gypsy, 
and he earned many awards for excellence in violin, dance, voice and writing. Chandler went to 
Walnut Hill School for the Arts in Massachusetts as a junior, and that year he performed in the 
New York Gala at Lincoln Center. While at the school, he was a member of the Gold Key Honor 
Society and was elected to the Cum Laude Society, one of the highest honors Walnut Hill bestows 
upon its students. 

At the University of Alaska Anchorage, Chandler continued to soar as a dancer and 
choreographer. In his senior year, along with being an active and treasured member of the 
University's dance department, he directed student ensembles and danced with them to great 
acclaim at the 2005 American College Dance Festival. 

Chandler was a charismatic, loving young man who leaves behind many friends whose lives were 
changed by his infectious enthusiasm for the arts. As one friend put it, “Chandler will always be 
remembered dearly as a wonderful artist with a truly warm heart.” Friends and classmates, 
administrators and faculty gathered with members of Chandler’s family at a memorial during 
Alumni Weekend in May. An apple tree was planted in his name outside the Dance Center, thanks 
to the generous donations of many alumni as well as Chandler’s mother. Those looking to share 
recollections of Chandler can do so at www.chandlerbraley.com. Chandler is survived by his 
parents, Barbara and Alan Braley; his brother, James Braley; his grandparents, Louise and Bill 
Braley; as well as aunts, uncles and cousins.

Mr. Braley died January 2006 in Anchorage, Alaska.  He was twenty-two years old.
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