Basic Information re: UAA BSW / MSW / Distance / Field Education 
This sheet addresses some Frequently Asked Questions about the UAA Field Education Program. However, because BSW and MSW Foundation, Concentration, and Distance Programs are all included here, not all answers are precisely as stated. Please use our contacts below for more specific information.

1.  All eligible students interview with possible placement choices. The interviews occur by referral from one of the Field Education Coordinators. Students are NOT to contact agencies or attempt to arrange a placement on their own. Contact us for the placement process instructions.

2.  Students are placed in agencies that provide social services – direct (micro) and/or indirect (macro) – which have expressed an interest in hosting a practicum student and have negotiated an Affiliation Agreement with the UAA School of Social Work. Students are not employed or paid by their practicum site, unless the agency offers a student stipend. Students may NOT do their practicum in an agency in which they are employed or where they have another long-standing relationship – the practicum experience should provide new learning.

3.  Students will be supervised in their practicum activities by a field instructor, or in some cases, an “outside” field instructor. Field instructors provide individual supervision to the student for at least one hour per week. If supervising an MSW student, the field instructor must have an MSW degree; if supervising a BSW student, an MSW or a BSW degree. In all cases, the field instructor must be appointed by UAA, must have a degree from an accredited social work program, and should have at least two years of post-degree experience. If such a person is not available in the agency, we can try to arrange an “outside” field instructor for the one hour per week of educational supervision. In the event that an “outside” field instructor is required an Agency Representative will be needed at the agency. The Agency Representative will oversee the hands-on supervision of the practicum student and be the contact person at the agency for the student and university.
4.  Students are placed in one agency for both semesters of the academic year, except in some agencies where an MSW block placement of one semester may be a possibility. BSW students complete 448 hours in their practicum year, MSW Foundation students complete 480 hours, and MSW Concentration students complete 540 hours. For all students this entails between 16 and 20 hours per week evenly spread over the two semesters, beginning in the Fall and ending in the Spring. An MSW block placement would be either 480 or 540 hours in one semester, and is at the discretion of the department and the agency. The schedule of practicum hours should coincide with the usual hours that the social workers at the placement agency are present and working. In most instances, this will involve weekday daytime hours. All practicum students are covered by liability insurance through the university and have the option of signing up for accident insurance.
5.  For further information and/or forms, please contact:

BSW Field Education Coordinator:  Janet Emerman, 907-786-6903, janet@uaa.alaska.edu
MSW Field Education Coordinator:  Eva Kopacz, 907-786-6909, afeyk@uaa.alaska.edu 
MSW Distance Field Education Coordinator: Janet Emerman, 907-786-6903, janet@uaa.alaska.edu
Field Education Assistant: Suzanne Dvorak, 907-786-6910, suzanne@uaa.alaska.edu 
Please log on to www.uaa.alaska.edu/socialwork/field_education for more information.
