Location: Ketchikan
Agency: Community Connections
Services: Child Welfare, Family Services; Aging Services, Advocacy, Care coordination; Mental Health, Youth; Health Care, Child/maternal; education, Early Childhood; Program Development; Community organizing; Disability services
www.comconnections.org

Depending on the emphasis and interest of the practicum student Community Connections offers a variety of programs ranging from an Early Learning Program to Older Alaskans and Adult Resource Services. Community Connections’ mission statement declares that they are, ”Providing individualized customer guided supports that encourage independence, community belonging and quality of Life.” “Services are comprehensive, responsive to family-identified needs, respectful of individual family values, and are culturally sensitive.”


Location: Ketchikan
Agency: Office of Children’s Services
Services: Child Welfare, Child protective services, Family Wellness; State govt. services
www.hss.state.ak.us/OCS/Offices/default.htm

A student placed at this agency could have the opportunity to gain a working knowledge of all types of abuse towards children; cultural sensitivity; Alaska statutes pertaining to child abuse and neglect and the Indian Child Welfare Act. The student could gain experience making sound judgment and assessments of CPS cases with respect to established social work practices; Alaska statutory requirements; Division policy and procedures and; local standards within the Ketchikan community being served. CPS cases handled by the student could be multi-faceted. The student will learn about the agency Mission, Vision, Guiding Principles, and OCS five core components.
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