Location: Anchorage

Agency: 21st Century Community Learning Centers

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Afterschool academic enrichment program

www.asdk12.org/depts/community/learning
The Anchorage 21st Century Community Learning Centers is an afterschool program that serves Title 1 students and families in a culturally responsive setting, providing engaging academic, cultural and recreational activities, as well as homework assistance. The program creates social and emotional learning opportunities in a positive and safe environment and empowers the students to soar socially, emotionally, and academically.

The 21st CCLC afterschool programs are held in the following schools; Fairview, Government Hill, Mountain View, Muldoon, North Star, Northwood, Ptarmigan, Russian Jack, Taku, Williwaw, Willow Crest, and Wonder Park elementary schools and Clark Middle School. 

A practicum student could expect to work with students in small groups.  Challenging behaviors, different social emotional issues such as anger management, self esteem, conflict resolution, and incarcerated parents are typical issues.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: AARP

Services: Aging Services

www.aarp.org/states/ak
AARP is a non-government organization and interest group. It is a non-profit, nonpartisan membership organization for people over the age of 50 dedicated to enhancing quality of life and provides a wide range of unique benefits, special products, and services for its members. AARP is widely known for addressing issues affecting older Americans through a multitude of initiatives, including lobbying efforts at the state and national government level. This is essentially a macro placement; a practicum student could expect to be involved with gerontology issues, lobbying efforts, and committee meetings.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Akeela

Services: Substance Abuse

www.akeela.org
A practicum student placed at Akeela would have the opportunity to learn clinical practices of substance abuse from assessment to discharge, as well as learn about the intricacies of the criminal justice system, interface between the justice system and treatment, and learn about the ethicacy of the therapeutic community and the treatment model for seriously impaired substance abusers. The student could also expect to have a hands-on clinical and case management experience, training in art and drama therapy, individual and group supervision, be given the opportunity to participate in Talking Circle, and learn about substance abuse and mental health. The student could also co-facilitate group therapy, assist in preparing groups, write and implement a case management plan for clients, and join a research team that is working on incorporating traditional ways of healing with western psychology approaches. The student would have a small individual case load, write progress notes, participate in staff meetings, assist with development of treatment plans, and provide general administrative support.

Location: Eagle River

Agency: Alaska Association for the Education of Young Children

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy

www.akaeyc.org
AAEYC currently has several active committees including Membership, Accreditation, and Public Policy. A practicum student could help facilitate and participate in these committees. AAEYC is continually creating and sending communication to their membership about current events in the state and Public Policy and Advocacy action items. In addition, policy papers will need to be updated for our advocacy efforts. A practicum student could help to create and disseminate this information. AAEYC has different projects that require funding such as a wrap-around scholarship program for early educators, a wage supplement program, NAEYC accreditation facilitation with child care programs, and mental health consultation and training programs. A practicum student could be involved with finding and writing grants for these programs, advocate for the programs on a state level, and implementation of the programs. AAEYC presents training for local affiliates and at early childhood conferences. A student could help with the trainings.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Brain Injury Network

Services: Health Care; Advocacy; Information and referral

www.alaskabraininjury.net
A social work practicum student would assist in providing information and referral services regarding brain injury and learn the strength and weakness of the brain injury service delivery system in Alaska. Duties would include collecting, updating, and disseminating information on statewide and local public and private resources and supports available to individuals, families, friends, professionals, caregivers, and the general public. Additional duties could include conducting outreach activities, and supporting individuals and families with locating and obtaining services and supports. A student could implement brain injury system initiatives; i.e. hospital packet, outreach to providers and schools; organize presentations for annual conferences; organize trainings, board meetings, public forums and/or conferences; system’s planning; information and referral follow-up. This practicum placement offers a blend of micro and macro practice with the ability to create a blend that suits the student's educational and professional goals. The student would also gain knowledge about running a small non-profit agency and would be involved in advocacy on a local and legislative level.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Center for Public Policy

Services: Policy Development

www.acpp.info
The Alaska Center for Public Policy is committed to the development of public policies and programs that improve the economic and social well being of low to moderate income individuals, families, and communities. ACPP will offer the practicum student the broadest possible experience through working exposure to all aspects of the organization. Some of these activities may include; writing blogs and feature articles, researching and analyzing policy issues, developing working relationships with community members, participating in public forums, tracking public policy decisions by lawmakers, attending ACPP staff meetings and board meetings, and apprising the media of public policy issues. ACPP pursues its public policy mission through independent research, analysis, policy development, advocacy, public education, and technical assistance.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Children’s Services

Services: Criminal Justice; Youth corrections; Mental Health Community Based, Youth

www.acs.ak.org
Alaska Children’s Services is a non-profit organization providing hope to young people facing tremendous challenges in their lives. ACS offers Home-Based Services, Therapeutic Foster Care, and Residential Treatment to youth with mental and behavioral health issues that may be involved with crime, substance abuse, self-harm, and other highly destructive activities. Graduate level MSW students have the ability to participate in individual, group and family therapy with children, youth and families; treatment planning/review; discharge/aftercare planning and case management functions. Training in clinical documentation within the agency setting and with strong awareness of regulatory and statutory requirements is provided. Participation in multi-disciplinary treatment team meetings and opportunities to attend weekly clinical meetings of program staff enables students the chance to gain understanding of operations from placement to successful discharge. Agency-sponsored trainings are open to students. Students can work with their supervisors to design and implement psychoeducational groups and trainings for staff.
Location: Palmer

Agency: Alaska Family Services

Services: Family Wellness; Substance Abuse; Mental Health In-Patient, Youth; Health Care, Prevention, Public Health

www.akafs.org
Alaska Family Services in Palmer has a variety of programs for practicum students at both the BSW and MSW level:

Family Support and Preservation: supervised visitation for children in foster care with biological parents. This program offers parenting classes.

WIC: nutritional services including lactating support.

Behavioral Health: substance abuse treatment for men, women, teens, and includes the Bring the Kids Home project.

Day School: for troubled children

ROSA: residential program for adolescent girls with emotional and behavioral issues.

Dorothy Saxton Shelter: shelter for boys and girls with case management.

Domestic Violence Shelter: 32 bed shelter for women and children leaving violent partners; case management, outreach, and prevention activities.

Family Violence Intervention: program for perpetrators of violence, group classes, individual case management, and outreach.

Tobacco Program: outreach and prevention, community awareness.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Criminal Justice, Youth corrections; Health Care, Child/Maternal health; Substance Abuse

www.mhtrust.org
The Trust offers students the unique opportunity to track human services from concept to proposal to budget request and approval to the legislature and into implementation. The Trust funds and directs funding for about 350 projects administered by the Departments of Administration, Corrections, Health and Social Services, and Alaska Housing Finance Corporation. The Trust also administers a small grants program. Students will learn how program evaluation and performance measurement can drive the budget process, and have direct impact on some project administration. Students at the Trust learn to be grants administrators and to manage a variety of projects. A student could study any number of issues that transcend the Trust's four beneficiary groups, such as housing, public health, health care, employment, and criminal behavior.

Location: Fort Richardson

Agency: Alaska Military Youth Academy

Services: Criminal Justice, Youth corrections; Mental Health In-Patient, Youth

www.ngcp.org/state/ak
A practicum student could expect to recruit, screen, train, and match volunteer mentors with at-risk teenage cadets in the Alaska Military Youth Academy, a residential school. A student would support and monitor a caseload of mentors and their cadets. This is an opportunity to learn how to run a Mentor Program.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Native Medical Center

Services: Health Care, Medical social work, Hospital social work

www.anmc.org/services/emergency/socialservicesinanch.cfm
A practicum student could expect to be involved with a broad range of clinical, evaluative, and program development in any of the following areas; adult and adolescent alcohol and drug treatment programs, domestic violence, rape and sexual assault, elder care, homelessness and hunger, and pregnancy.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Police & Fire Chaplain’s Ministries

Services: Health Care, Public Health

www.apcm.org
A practicum student would become familiar with the APFCM Disaster Mental Health Program. The student would develop Support Groups related to death and dying and medical health issues. The student would also become familiar with the Emergency Management System and how APFCM's Disaster Mental Health Program is applied during disasters. The student would attend a Critical Incident Stress Management course as time and availability allow. The student would schedule and tract the CISM training, become familiar with the Mental Health Disaster Plan, take and pass NIMS testing in at least 4 levels and develop a flow chart showing the areas of responsibility and the agencies responsible for them.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Psychiatric Institute

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Mental Health In-Patient

http://hss.state.ak.us/bdh/API/default.htm
API offers clinical services to acute and chronically mentally ill adults and adolescents. Students will participate in all aspects of the clinical Social Work/Mental Health Clinician position, including individual/group/family therapy, multidiscipline treatment teams, initial assessment, discharge planning, and involuntary commitments. The student will have the opportunity to become familiar with DSM-IV diagnosis, medications, the commitment (legal) process and other mental health discipline interventions (OT, RT). API utilizes a role recovery model (psycho-social rehabilitation) to engage patients and facilitate their recovery. Learning contracts are flexible and can be tailored to the student's interests. 

The student will be working in a hospital setting with a multidisciplinary team between the hours of 7AM and 5 PM. They will participate in all employee orientations, and social work trainings and competencies. Attendance at the API social work department meetings is encouraged (Wednesday at 12:00). Students may be subject to employee background checks and health screenings per the API employment policy. Experience with community mental health resources, dealing with the chronically mentally ill or case management services is helpful. Students will be required to comply with all social work hospital work requirements, (charting, dictation, confidentiality, and security).

API serves the chronically mentally ill during periods of acute de-compensation. The admission criteria for API is to be a danger to self, others or gravely disabled due to mental illness. Initial hospitalizations are often through commitments and other in voluntary procedures which may upset the patient. The referral often exhibit aggressive or suicidal behaviors and have high rates of communicable diseases due to their life styles or use of drugs and alcohol. Students are trained in avoiding high risk situations and steps are taken to minimize student exposure to these high risk situations. There are no mandatory special travel or home visits requirements.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Regional Hospital

Services: Health Care, Medical social work; Mental Health; Substance Abuse

http://www.alaskaregional.com
A student would be placed in a generalist social work approach in a hospital setting. A student would be introduced to the implications of comprised health and its impact on psycho-social needs. A student would participate in family care conferences, end of life support, resource education, and institution meetings, assess and report abuse and neglect for both youth and adults. This is a great setting for exposure to ethical dilemmas and outcomes in our current health care system.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Women’s Resource Center

Services: Health Care; Child/maternal health; Substance Abuse, Adult

www.awronline.org
The Alaska Women's Resource Center is a non-profit social service agency, a practicum student could expect to be involved in the following services at that agency: child development program, domestic violence program, employment resource program, public assistance referral information, pregnancy and parenting program, and substance abuse treatment. A student would be encouraged to attend staff trainings as well as legal advocate training.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Workers Association

Services: Community organizing

No website at this time

A practicum student will receive on-the-job training in all the basic skills of professional organizing. Social work students will be involved in a method of practice and theory which joins together social and personal change. Students will learn leadership skills and the ability to take an active role in changing poverty conditions. Students will also learn the skills of Systematic  Organizing Methodology under professional organizers and will participate in membership canvasses - which brings the organization into the low-income communities, signs up new members and reconnects with existing members; students will work with AWA members and supporters in the business community and professional community to expand AWA's 11-Point Benefit program, a self help program with members helping other members to meet some of their basic survival needs, which includes emergency and supplemental food, clothing, legal information, a job board, Medical Education & Information sessions, production of a membership newspaper, and supplemental membership benefits to meet seasonal needs throughout the year.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaska Youth and Family Network

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy

www.ayfn.org
A practicum student could expect to assist in the organization and support of the leadership of a network of youth addressing issues of mental health/substance abuse services in Alaska, staff a chat room at least one hour a week, assist trained Peer System Navigators and progressively take responsibility for Peer navigator functions with selected individuals, maintain statistics and prepare monthly reports summarizing advocacy activities, assist in the maintenance and content update of the AYFN web site, assist in the preparation of education/training materials in accord with AYFN Strategic Plan, assist in preparing grant or funding proposals and reports (depending) on interest), and other duties as assigned by the Executive Director. AYFN provides information about what services are available to help children and youth with mental health or substance abuse problems, including navigating the school programs, behavioral health system, health care and financial assistance. AFYN connects each child/youth and family with culturally competent services, a chat room to talk to other parents about mental health and substance abuse issues, provides a statewide organization that addresses change in policies and funding of behavioral health services in Alaska, and assists local groups of parents who meet to help each other with issues and solutions to mental health and substance abuse services.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alaskan AIDS Assistance Association

Services: Housing; Health Care

www.alaskanaids.org
The Four A’s is a not for profit organization dedicated to being the key collaborator within the state of Alaska in the provision of supportive services to persons living with HIV/AIDS and their families and in the elimination of the transmission of HIV infection and its stigma. A practicum student could be working closely with a small caseload of housing clients to determine housing options, to identify pertinent resources in the community specific to the client’s needs, and to increase permanent housing stability. During the second semester, the practicum student could expect to look at program measures under the HOPWA program. A practicum student could expect to perform a variety of social-work related duties such as case management, resource identification, networking, and research. The student could have a small caseload of about 5 clients whom s/he could work closely with to identify long-term housing options and to support those clients in maintaining housing stability. Research tasks could include verification and documentation of the degree of housing stability and health maintenance or improvement achieved by HOPWA clients and compilation of this information in a report format that can be readily disseminated.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Alzheimer’s Disease Resource Agency of Alaska

Services: Aging Services

www.alzalaska.org
A practicum student could expect to assist with facilitating family caregiver support groups and support groups for people in the early stages of Alzheimer's and related dementia. A student could assist with public awareness events including presentations and health fairs dispersing information and referrals to individuals and families. A student could also be involved with care coordination for adults coping with Alzheimer's and related dementia.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: American Cancer Society

Services: Health Care

www.americancancersociety.org
A practicum student could expect to provide cancer education and services to patients and families through patient navigation within local hospitals or the ACS office. The student may have the opportunity to work directly with cancer patients to provide patients with cancer information, referrals to other ACS programs and services, and referrals to other community resources. The student could gain insight into the emotional, financial, and other social issues that come with the diagnosis of a life-threatening illness. The student could gain a working knowledge of resources available within the state using the ACS Cancer Resource Directory, and could add new resources to the Directory. The student could be trained in data tracking of dispersed information and services as an administrative function. ACS conducts several community fundraising events throughout the year, providing the student with the opportunity to observe and work first-hand with trained personnel in the development of financial resources in the non-profit community. ACS conducts presentations and awareness events within the community where the student could interact with patients and families, caregivers, health providers, teachers, students, and the general public to provide cancer education. ACS works closely with law-makers and constituents regarding health care policies that affect cancer issues. The student could gain experience working with the ACS advocacy team to conduct research, draft legislation, and gather support for such policies.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: American Lung Association of Alaska

Location: Health Care, Public health, Prevention

www.aklung.org
The American Lung Association of Alaska mission is to prevent lung disease and promote lung health in the state of Alaska. The agency serves the entire state of Alaska on issues regarding tobacco, asthma, and air quality. Opportunities for a practicum student could include working with disadvantaged youth and their supervisors to educate regarding tobacco as well as assist in the teen smoking cessation program Not On Tobacco (NOT). NOT operates at a number of high schools. Many of the students in the NOT program are in need of support in the school setting, and NOT provides them with an opportunity to not only receive support, but to see the benefits of quitting smoking and how it affects all areas of their life.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: American Red Cross of Alaska

Services: Other; Disaster Relief; Disaster Mental health; Community Disaster Education; 

Client Casework for Disaster Clients

http://alaska.redcross,org
A practicum student could expect to handle day-time client casework. Training is provided. The caseworker would interview clients affected by disaster and provide Red Cross assistance as needed. The student could also serve as a preparedness coordinator when there is not a casework need. This could include providing disaster preparedness training, advertising the program, scheduling classes, and training volunteers to teach them.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage Community Land Trust
Services: Community Service Organization

www.anchoragelandtrust.org
The ACLT strives to “develop healthy and prosperous communities in Mt. View by acquiring, developing and planning for the land and projects necessary to bring about sustainable neighborhood revitalization and economic development”. ACLT works both as a land trust and community development organization with the goal to improve the quality of life in the community by addressing issues important to Mountain View residents.  ACLT provides outreach efforts to neighborhood groups to foster leadership from within the Mt. View neighborhood and brings people together to support initiatives crucial to continuing revitalization efforts. A student could expect to re-establish resident leader groups revisiting older component steps, help plan the Mt. View Street fair, work to combine the complimentary goals of the business focus group with the resident focus group determining the best strategies to achieve the goals set out in the MV Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  A student could also work with new resident populations recently placed in Mt. View and assist existing groups to find resources needed to become successful citizens, survey the community needs and desires and operate community interfaces such as directories and newsletters.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage Community Mental Health Services

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Community Mental Health Services for consumers ages 3-100+; Aging Services; Child Welfare; Health Care

www.acmhs.com
The opportunities would vary for each position and program. Possible services a practicum student could participate in may include: group skill development, group therapy, individual therapy, individual skill development, family skill development, family therapy, case management, and adult day care.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center

Services: Health Care, Medical social work

www.anhc.org
The opportunities for a self-directed practicum student at ANHC are varied and wide ranging and could include any of the following clinical support services: care coordination/case management opportunities with patients experiencing specific chronic conditions such as HIV, diabetes, hypertension, and chronic pain; the Integrated Behavioral Health program which incorporates group visits (general medical visits, diabetes groups) with support groups as well as brief individual cognitive therapy; and the Chronic Disease Self-Management Program and Centering Pregnancy groups.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage Pioneer Home

Services: Aging Services, Residential

www.hss.state.ak.us/dalp/anchorage/default.htm
The Anchorage Pioneer Home is a licensed assisted living home for Alaskan elders age 65 years or older. APH is part of the Alaska Pioneer Homes division under the State of Alaska Health and Social Services. Care to elders is provided at three different levels depending on medical need and includes special care for persons with Alzheimer's disease or related dementia. 

  A student at APH could be provided with the following opportunities:

· Learn about government programs, such as Medicaid and Medicare part D as well as other financial and government assistance programs, and how to assist seniors in qualification, application, and recertification of these programs.

· Develop working relationships with elders and their families to assist in coping with adjustment to aging, related loss of abilities, illness, death and dying.

· Assist new admits in orientation process to APH.

· Complete interviews and write resident biographies

· Work is performed through interdisciplinary teamwork student may participate in care plan meetings and other planning meetings.

· Mediation strategies with professionals, families, and residents.

· Contact with other agencies/legal processors; adult protective services, power of attorney, living wills, guardian/conservator, reporting of suspected elder abuse, neglect or financial exploitation.

· Work on projects to improve quality of life for elders in home.

· Possible facilitation of groups for elders and family members.

· General case management skills.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage School District; Denali Montessori Elementary School

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Mental Health Community Based, Youth

www.asdk12.ak.us/schooldetails.asp?ID=190
www.denalischool.org
A practicum student could help provide mediation training to students and support the mediation program throughout the school year; work individually and in small groups with students; participate with staff in weekly multidisciplinary student assistance meetings; put on student assemblies; provide parent education opportunities; support the development of student government; act as a liaison with outside programs; design and deliver guidance lessons; and provide responsive services to student and families in crisis. Denali has a strong and talented staff and they provide a welcome environment for students in practicum. Practicum students have consistently expressed that they have been accepted as members of the staff during their time in placement and the relationships developed with students, staff, and families have been very rewarding.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage School District, East High School

Services: Education, School based services; State govt. services

www.asdk12.org/depts/IndEd/index.asp
Title VII Indian Education is a federal grant-funded program that focuses on Alaska Native and American Indian student’s academic achievement. The practicum student, Field Instructor, and BSW Field Education Coordinator will work together to develop activities that promote Alaska Native and American Indian academic achievement by providing direct and indirect social services.

The practicum student could expect to assist Alaska Native and American Indian High School students with academic guidance and resources in order for them to feel connected with the school and achieve success. This includes tracking student attendance, presenting resources to pass the High School Graduating Qualifying Exams, connecting students to postsecondary resources, tracking grades and communicating regularly with teachers, counselors and parents/guardians, crises intervention, and assisting with basic social/emotional needs, and maintaining cultural responsiveness.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage School District; Migrant Education Program

Services: Education, School based services

www.asdk12.org
Migrant Education is a program available to children in the State of Alaska under the age of 22 who accompany their parents or guardians during seasonal fishing, farming or logging. A practicum student could expect to be involved assisting migrant children and their families with educational, legal, health, grief, transportation, housing, food, clothing, childcare, and employment concerns. A practicum student could expect to go on home and school visits, be involved with case management, resource referral, community events, academic support, and networking with school systems.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage School District; Nicholas J. Begich Middle School

Services: Education, School based services

www.asdk12.org
A practicum student could expect to be involved primarily with school social work functions by assisting students and families with alleviating obstacles that affect school performance and attendance. The practicum student could work with counselors, school psychologist, administration, and middle school teams to identify problems and develop plans to assist families. Services might include community outreach and referral, individual and group work, and coordinating services with other social agencies.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage School District; Romig Middle School

Services: Education, School based services

www.asdk12.org
A practicum student could help with individuals that are experiencing difficulties that interfere with their ability to attend school, succeed in classes, and have positive peer and community relationships. The practicum student could expect to help provide services and referrals that may help students problem solve and overcome barriers that inhibit their school performance. The practicum student may help the students develop a positive sense of self and connection with Romig. Some of the services that are offered through the prevention counselor, 7th and 8th grade counselors, school nurse, SPED counselor, and school psychologist at Romig include; case management and follow-up for at risk students, providing assessments and referrals to local community resources, crisis intervention counseling and support, drug and alcohol prevention and intervention services, facilitating support groups such as Grief Group, Anger Management, Social Skills, etc., offering conflict resolution and mediations, translation services for Spanish speaking families, school based mentoring program referrals, multi-disciplinary staff meetings (Care Team), and one to one counseling and problem-solving sessions.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Anchorage School District; Whaley School

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Substance Abuse Out-Patient; Health Care, Prevention

www.asdk12.org
A practicum student could expect to observe and receive hands-on training working closely students, individuals, and agencies in the following activities: 

· Anger Management; Group counseling sessions for skill building.

· Problem-solving; Counseling sessions for difficult interpersonal relationships.

· Mediation contracts and counseling.

· Substance abuse intervention and prevention work.

· Counseling; Issues include family relations, teen pregnancy, domestic violence, loss/grief, etc.

· Community, family liaison and outreach work (referrals include: homelessness, teen pregnancy, counseling, anger-management, wrap around support services, health issues, etc.)

· Family/Parent liaison to community and government agencies.

· Design and implement Behavioral Contracts.

· Provide transitional services to students returning to their home schools.

· Participate in multi-disciplinary case staffing and assignments.

· Suicide prevention and intervention work with students and participating agencies.

· Case consultation, assessments, and appropriate referral work.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: ARC of Anchorage

Services: Disability services

www.arc.anchorage.org
BSW Level Micro

The practicum student working at this level could have the opportunity to explore several facets of direct service with individuals who experience disabilities. Placements are possible with STAR project which provides short term assistance and referral for families of individuals (usually children) who are eligible for services from the Division of Senior and Disability Services and who receive little or no other support. In this placement the student could do basic case management and learn of the system of services available in Anchorage. Additional placement opportunities at ARC could involve shadowing Care Coordinators and learning the Home and Community Based Waiver system, working with individuals to develop Plans of Care and then monitoring the services delivered in accordance with the Plan of Care. Another option could be to shadow a Case Manager and experiencing what it is like to actually be on the front line of delivering services, hiring and training staff, responding to the ever changing needs of individuals and families who live with and experience developmental disabilities.

MSW Level Macro

The ARC of Anchorage closely follows the state policy and legislative process and therefore can offer the opportunity for a student to experience actually working within the policy system. The student in this placement could attend meetings of the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, the Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education, the KEY Coalition and would go to Juneau to attend the Key Campaign. In addition the student could also follow all legislation affecting the field of developmental disabilities, write policy analysis, prepare and sometimes present testimony on behalf of The ARC. This placement also requires that the student meet 1:1 with families to assist them in becoming better self-advocates.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: ASSETS, Inc.

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Housing; Adult Disabilities

www.assetsinc.org
A practicum student at ASSEST could expect to provide case management services, direct and indirect support, guidance, companionship and trainings to individuals experiencing psychiatric and/or developmental disabilities in a variety of community and home settings. These individuals range in age from about 14-60. 

Essential duties and responsibilities are: 

1. Participate and follow the goals of individual treatment plans

2. Provide service coordination for persons supported by the team

3. Provide timely documentation of all treatment, programmatic and billing procedures

4. Ensure communication between team members to effectively address client needs and issues

5. Provide training as requested on daily living, coping, social and socio-sexual skills

6. Monitoring of individuals served

7. Participate in planning, treatment, team, and staff meetings as requested

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Bean’s Café

Services: Housing

www.beanscafe.org
The Social Services office at Bean's Cafe is primarily a referral and outreach agency. They are the front line on homelessness for individuals who want to leave the street and enter into rehab programs, employment, and/or housing programs. This means that their program covers most aspects of case management and the practicum student could get a broad base of knowledge covering all aspects of Anchorage social services. A practicum student could expect to be involved in the following:

· Providing assistance in the form of referrals to patrons as needed or requested.

· Providing direct assistance to patrons in distress.

· Assisting patrons with filling out various applications including job, social security, and public assistance.

· Logging and maintaining records of referrals and direct assistance service and providing follow-up.

· Opening files for patrons at their request to secure important personal papers.

· Distributing mail to patrons.

· Maintaining the Lost-and-Found.

· Assisting with answering phones, as needed.

· Performing other duties as directed by the Social Services Director or Executive Director.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Beyond Borders

Services: Mental Health Community Based

www.beyondbordersweb.org
A practicum student could expect to learn how to build and run a non-profit program and to gain understanding with the concepts and approaches to sustainable community development. A student could also be involved with program development, leadership training, management, evaluation, and assessment, basic conflict resolution training, along with coaching and mediation services addressing conflicts within families, or businesses.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Anchorage

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Prevention

www.bbbs.org
A practicum student could expect to make client/volunteer contacts regarding inquiry, application processing, activities, and match supervision; assist in case file management (send out appropriate correspondence as needed; assist in maintaining a system of control over each step of the applicant's process; log information into the data base, etc.); conduct reassessment and/or intake interviews with parents, children, and volunteer as able; write narratives and make recommendations in accordance with established programs standards; conduct initial parent and/or volunteer inquiries over the phone and provide program information, conduct specific projects as requested by staff; document in the file all client/volunteer/collateral contacts in DAP format (Data, Assessment, Plan) with date, nature of contact, and signature; conduct parent and volunteer orientations (informational meetings) when possible; and assist in program training sessions, V.I.P. (Volunteer Information and Preparation) and P.S. T. Kids/Teens (Personal Safety Training), when possible.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Boys & Girls Clubs of Southcentral Alaska

Services: Child Welfare; After school, prevention program

www.bgcalaska.org
A practicum student could expect to be involved with working with a team of Program Resource Coordinators who are responsible for monitoring the progress of the organization's key prevention programs and special initiatives and ensuring program staff have training and technical assistance they need to successfully implement programs. With this placement, there are learning opportunities to assist with program planning and development, administering the Boys & Girls Clubs' outcome measurement tool, training staff and developing training tools, assisting the grants division with writing and monitoring grants and for direct services work if that is a requirement of the UAA Social Work program. Within reason, this placement could be adapted based on the interest of the student. Although based in Anchorage, this position could work with Clubhouses across the state from Barrow to Metlakatla (travel would not be a requirement of this position).

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Camp Fire USA

Services: Child Welfare; Afterschool, prevention program

www.campfireak.org
A practicum student could expect to interact individually with children; processing and counseling, as well as interact with families, linking them with resources. Students could facilitate small groups implementing activities, conducting family orientations and activity therapy/group dynamics. Students could use community resources to aid program, help with project policy, advocacy, and participate in community events related to agency.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Catholic Social Services; Pregnancy Support and Adoption Services

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Adoption; Group and individual counseling; Health Care, Child/maternal health

www.cssalaska.org
A practicum student could expect the following:

· Observe and/or co-facilitate birth mother sessions.

· Write adoption home studies.

· Write home studies; with specific professional experience.

· Participate in Adoption Awareness Workshops.

· Help with adoption Search and Reunification requests.

· Write min-grants.

· Help write statistics, evaluations or reports.

· Revise and conduct participant surveys.

· Help with formulating an adoption/parenting plan.

· Gain more knowledge and experience regarding Alaska adoption laws.

· Escort Alaska Native birth parents to court for relinquishment hearing rights.

· Work with volunteers at PSS’s Baby Boutique.

· Co-facilitate support group for birth parents or adoptive families.

· Provide culturally competent counseling services.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Catholic Social Services; Refugee Assistance & Immigration Services

Services: Refugee Resettlement, Basic Immigration Services, Family Services
www.cssalaska.org
A practicum student could expect to assist refugees and asylees in their resettlement process for their first 5 years in the country. RAIS provides linguistically and culturally appropriate case management services to promote self-sufficiency through cultural orientation, exposure to English classes, and employment. RAIS has 2 positions to offer to practicum students; Employment Specialist and Case Manager.

Employment Specialist duties:

1. Provide Direct Employment Services to RAIS clients

· Complete employment assessments with clients

· Conduct job searches for clients

· Assist client with filling out applications

· Advocate for client with employers at time of application submission

· Assist client with hiring paperwork, errands, and medical appointments

· Perform employment monitoring for first 6 months

· Medicate between client and employer

2. Network with Local Employers

· Network with employers to raise awareness and locate opportunities for clients

· Coordinate job fairs for clients and employers

3. Maintain some paperwork and Report Statistics as needed

Case Manager

The student is responsible for case management paperwork with clients enrolled in the Refugee Assistance & Immigration Services. The case manage ensures that clients receive support and information about community resources that enable them to move forward and become stabilized in independent living.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Central Lutheran Church

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy

www.centluth.org
A practicum student cold expect to be involved with the after school program; the primary program is for neighborhood elementary school age children. The program goal is to provide a safe place for children where they can do homework, play, have a nutritious snack, and make crafts. Enrollment is approx 50 with 25-30 attending each session. The children may have behavioral, educational, and social issues and concerns, many are in transition. Many are living in the McKinnell Family Homeless Shelter located 2 blocks from the church. The secondary program is with middle-school students; a practicum student could provide leadership, social skills, group mentoring, or intervention to help them function better in society. Many of the middle school students are often suspended from school or in trouble with the law.

Location: Anchorage and Wasilla
Agency: Child Care Connection

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Early Childhood Education; Advocacy

www.childcareconnection.org
A practicum student could be involved with a variety of projects at this placement all with the mission to advance the quality of early education and child development by empowering parents, educating child care professionals, and collaborating with our communities. Specifically, CCC empowers parents to raise healthy children by working with them to find child care, providing parenting classes, child development resources and connecting them with other relevant services. CCC educates child care professionals by conducting educational trainings, providing on-site consultation to programs to improve their quality and their interactions with children, and administrator educational reimbursement funds. This placement could also cater to a student interested in advocacy and policy as well as developing a strong knowledge base in early education and child development while also expanding direct service skills through their work with families and child care providers.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Chugachmiut

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Aging; Child Welfare; Advocacy; Tribal Services

www.chugachmiut.org
There are a wide variety of opportunities available at Chugachmiut to learn a range of skills from direct services, training and teaching, conducting surveys, writing grants, planning and community development with Alaska native populations.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Covenant House

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Criminal Justice, Youth; Health Care, Child/maternal health, Prevention; Mental Health Community Based

www.covenanthouse.org
A practicum student at this placement has a variety of learning opportunities:

· Crisis Center: is a 24 hour shelter for youth ages 13-21. Through individual case planning and advocacy the center facilitates stability for homeless youth.

· Community Service Center: provides walk-in services and support for youth ages 13-21. The staff offers youth a range of assistance in obtaining employment, including help writing resumes, identifying appropriate employment, how to effectively interview for a job, as well as tutoring and pretesting for the GED.

· Passage House: is a residential program providing transitional living services to pregnant and parenting females ages 17-21. Youth live at the program for 12-18 months while developing skills to be self sufficient, with a focus on employment, financial, and parenting skills.

· Rites of Passage: is a residential transitional living program serving males and females ages 18-21 with a focus on developing the skills to be self sufficient. Youth reside in the program for 12-18 months and focus on developing the life, social, and emotional skills needed for independence.

Location: Palmer

Agency: Daybreak Inc.

Services: Mental Health Community Based

Web site not available

A practicum student could be involved with a treatment program designed for adults who have on-going mental and emotional disabilities. The Daybreak program assists severely mentally ill adults by offering them attractive, semi-independent, low cost housing in a supportive environment that accords them dignity and responsibility. Treatment programs could include case management, treatment and crisis services, medication monitoring, and financial management.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Denali Family Services

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Child Welfare

www.denalifs.org
A practicum student placed at Denali Family Services could expect to serve families and their children who require intensive behavioral care services. DFS offers individual, family, and group psychotherapy services in combination with intensive case management and rehabilitation services. The majority of the clients served are children who experience mental illness. DFS serves an average of 160 clients each month in Anchorage and the Mat-Su areas.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Ernie Turner Center / Alaska Alcohol Recovery Center

Services: Substance Abuse

www.citci.com//page/76
The ANARC offers residential and outpatient substance abuse treatment. The center serves a broad spectrum of clients, but primarily Alaska native. The center's setting provides a learning environment including assessment and diagnosis, individual and group therapy, family counseling, and education regarding substance abuse.

Location: Chugiak
Agency: FOCUS, Inc.

Services: Health Care; Disability services

www.focusoutreach.org
A practicum student at FOCUS Inc. could be involved in providing services to individuals who experience developmental delays or disabilities. The Infant Learning program offers assessment and therapy such as Occupational, Speech and Physical Therapy to children up through age three. The Developmental Disabilities Section offers respite, core services, Medicaid waivers, Short-term Assistance and Referral (STAR), and Summer Therapeutic Recreation. A student could also be involved with arranging for the agency to supervise assisted living homes for adults experiencing developmental disabilities.

Location: Fort Richardson

Agency: Fort Richardson Family Advocacy Program

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Health Care, Child/maternal health; Mental Health Community Based

Web site not available

A practicum student at Family Advocacy could be involved with the prevention, education, prompt reporting, investigation, intervention, and treatment of spouse and child abuse. The program provides a variety of services to soldiers and families to enhance their relationship skills and improve their quality of life. This is accomplished through a variety of groups, seminars, workshops, counseling, and intervention services. A student could also be involved with a New Parent Support Home Visitor to provide parent education, facilitate playgroups, and teach parenting classes.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special education

Services: Policy Development, Advocacy, Community Organizing, Disability Services

http://health.hss.state.ak.us/gcdse
The Council’s mission is to improve the lives of Alaskans with disabilities through capacity building, systems change, and advocacy. Council members are currently developing a new State Plan, which lays out its capacity building, systems change, and advocacy agency for the next 5 years (dated 3/2011); areas covered include employment, education, early intervention, housing, community services and support, transportation, health, and self-determination. The student will help the Council implement its state plan in one or more of these areas. Specific activities the student will perform include 1) securing, analyzing, compiling, and interpreting factual information to assist in the development of state policy recommendations; 2) conducting research, preliminary studies, and studies of consumer satisfaction and public attitudes; 3) preparing position papers and statistical reports in draft form for planning and policy development; 4) arrange statewide planning meetings; and 5) assist Council members in planning, program evaluation, capacity building and advocacy activities to impact state wide policies.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Hope Community Resources

Services: Child Welfare; Criminal Justice; Mental Health Community Based; Disability services; 

Institutional Health Care

www.hopealaska.org
A practicum student at HCR could participate in individual Plan of Care: learn the processing of licensing assisted living homes through State requirements; assist in the process of interviewing potential direct care providers; become familiar with Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities as they have been professionally diagnosed; attend team meetings and observe agency training functions; and participate with individuals supported by HCR.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Iliamna Services

Services: Child Welfare, Child protective services; Aging Services; Protective Services

Website not available

A practicum student could expect to work with vulnerable adults and minors in getting benefits established including housing.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Immediate Care

Services: Health Care, Medical social work; Aging Services; Disability services

www.immedicatecareak.com
A practicum student could expect to be involved with home health care issues, hospice and hospice volunteers, care coordination, and consumer/directed personal care.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Kids’ Corps Head Start

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Health Care, Child/maternal health

www.kcialaska.org
Kids' Corps Head Start provides a comprehensive child development program for children aged 3-5 years old from families that are living below federal poverty income guidelines. The philosophy of Head Start is a holistic approach concentrated in parent involvement.

  A practicum student could expect to be involved with working on helping families with establishing goals, completing family needs assessments, making family referrals to community agencies and follow-up on referrals to document effectiveness. A practicum student could also attend IEP (Individualized Education Plan) meetings for children with disabilities. A practicum student could also organize parent education programs with community agencies. The community agencies that the student could collaborate with include CIT/H (Child in Transition/Homeless Project), Catholic Social Services, Anchorage Literacy Project, Child Care Connection, WIC, Refugee Assistance & Immigration Program, and the Anchorage School District.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Law Offices of Lea McDermid

Services: Immigration; Criminal Justice; Child Welfare; Advocacy

www.leamcdermid.com
A practicum student could expect to work with clients in preparing applications for immigration benefits and assembling documents in support of applications, preparing clients for interviews for immigration benefits, prepare clients and assist in gathering documents and doing research for deportation proceedings, facilitate referrals of immigrant clients to community resources (food stamps, Denali Kid Care, mental health counseling, apply for a Social Security number, obtaining court and tax records, etc.) outreach to different immigrant populations, and administrative tasks (filing, photocopying, faxing, mailing, writing case status notes, opening and closing files, etc.) associated with this work. Students could also assist in interviewing clients and drafting affidavits relating to the client's marital relationship and/or the hardship the client and his/her spouse and children would suffer if permanent resident status is denied. The student could also assist in working with battered, abused, and/or abandoned adult and child immigrants. The student could work with asylum immigrants who have been tortured, persecuted, and/or who have been victims of crimes. The student could work with clients who have been trafficked into the United States for forced labor and/or prostitution. The exact nature of the work will depend on who the office is actively representing at the time of the filed placement and the student's skills.

Location: Wasilla
Agency: Lori Houston

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness

MSW Placement

Website not available

A MSW practicum student with some prior training and skill level and strong initiative interested in a clinical site could expect to work with kids of all ages and families who are experiencing transitions in their life such as divorce, death, school issues, self esteem problems, depression, anxiety, family problems, etc. Lori does play therapy, cognitive-behavioral, individual and family therapy. Students could expect to participate in therapy sessions, learn components of treatment planning and goal setting, and, if ready, second semester, see a client(s) on their own.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Mary Magdalene Home Alaska

Services: Mental Health Community Based; Institutional; Prevention; Recovery from Prostitution

www.mmhalaska.org
A practicum student could expect to connect with an underserved population in the Anchorage community, working to meet their needs. Clients come to the agency with a high level of need and there is a lot of opportunity to learn from them through case management, facilitating groups, and outreach programs.

Location: Wasilla

Agency: Mat-Su Health Services

Services: Child Welfare; Mental Health Community Based; Severe Mental Illness

www.bhs-mat-su.com
A MSW practicum student could have the opportunity to experience a full range of clinical learning including intake assessment, treatment plans, supervision team meetings, record review, and committee clinical projects.

Location: Wasilla

Agency: Mat-Su Services for Children & Adults

Services: Infant Learning; Developmental Disabilities; Respite and Family Support

http://www.mssca.org
Mat-Su Services for Children & Adults is a Valley-based non-profit corporation. A practicum student could expect to be involved with the organizational management of a wide range of home and community based services for:

· Adults with developmental disabilities

· Families with children experiencing developmental delays or disabilities

· Parents with questions about child development and/or child safety

Location: Palmer

Agency: Mat-Su Youth Facility

Services: Youth corrections, Institutional

http://health.hss.state.ak.us/djj/
MSYF is a co-ed, fifteen bed, short-term, pre-adjudicatory lock-up facility serving the Mat-Su Borough, Valdez/Cordova, the Aleutian Chain and sometimes residents from Kodiak. Average age is from 13 to 19 years. Average length of stay is around 35 days. Staff (Juvenile Justice Officers) is responsible for security, safety, escorts (medical/court/airport), facilitating groups (social skills, Criminal Thinking Errors, Independent Living skills, HIV/AIDS prevention, etc.) and documentation of events which transpire while in the unit. 

A practicum student could expect to gain a better understanding of the day-to-day workings of running a small detention unit, exposure to the court system, and have opportunities to present groups to residents on a myriad of appropriate topics.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: McLaughlin Youth Center

Services: Criminal Justice, youth corrections

http://hss.state.ak.us/djj/facilities/myc/default.htm
McLaughlin Youth Center provides care and counseling for youth who are at risk and have encountered numerous troubles with the law and in the community. Student opportunities could include individual, group and family counseling, and case management from the initial stages of the treatment process through release from the institution.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Medicare Information Office

Services; Aging Services; Health Care, Medical Social Work; Family Wellness, Program Development, State govt. services, Advocacy, Public Assistance, Disability services, Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security

http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dsds/medicare
A student would be supervised and mentored by Medicare experts providing one-on-one counseling and public education about Medicare. The student would first learn the basics of what Medicare is and how it works, then select from the following variety of activities;

Engage in Volunteer Coordination activities.

Develop an online training module that teaches telephone counseling techniques appropriate for people 65+ and people with disabilities.

Assist and provide outreach education to small groups of seniors in seminar about how to detect and report Medicare fraud.

Learn how to counsel seniors on Medicare.

Learn to navigate Medicare.gov and assist seniors and people with disabilities to enroll in the best Medicare part D (prescription drug plan) for them. 

Organize Part D enrollment clinics at the Anchorage Senior Center.

Create media and publicize Medicare training events and Boot-camps with partnering agencies.

Organize Part D Boot-camps for agencies around Anchorage.

Recruit social workers to become more skilled at Part D Drug Plan Comparisons.

Set up Medicare outreach events, health fairs, and other events for public education and help staff them.

Develop an Excel matrix of partnering agencies including senior centers, assisted living facilities, etc.

Test out and disseminate the Medicare training module information and coach people on how to use it.

Develop a system for tracking counselor training certification and assigning cases to qualified counselors.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Men & Women Crisis Center

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Criminal Justice, Youth corrections; Health Care, Prevention; Domestic Violence Intervention; Anger Management; Individual Counseling

Website not available

A practicum student could expect to co-facilitate anger management and domestic violence intervention groups for men and women, and assist with and possibly facilitate psycho-educational classes. A practicum student could assist with intakes and assessments, victim advocacy as well as victim safety. A practicum student could expect to participate in victim safety and lethality training.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: MOA / Dept. of Health & Human Services; Community Health Services
Services: Health Care, Medical social work, Public health; Aging services; Child Welfare

www.muni.org/healthchd/index.cfm
A practicum student could expect to assess needs of Community Health Services (CHS) Division clients and programs and recommend how a social worker would work with CHS clients. Community Health Services Division includes Reproductive Health Clinic, Disease Prevention and Control Program, and Health Information Management. The division focuses on the health of the community, providing prevention health care services. These include immunizations, family planning services, testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, breast and cervical health screening, communicable disease investigations and tuberculosis control. Additional opportunities for a field student are assisting with the Reproductive Health Clinic (RHC) Consumer Advisory Committee in their efforts to complete a community needs assessment, evaluate their revisions to a TEEN fact sheet and assist with other needs as they arise. The RHC partners with the Alaska Youth and Parent Foundation to operate the POWER (Peer Outreach Worker Education and Referral) teen clinic to prevent teen pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections.  

Location: Anchorage

Agency: MOA / Dept. of Health & Human Services; Dept. of Neighborhoods

Services: Municipal Services; Policy Development; Advocacy; Housing; Community Development

www.muni.org/CDBG/index.cfm
A practicum student could expect to attend and staff at least 5 Executive Oversight Board Meetings for the Municipality of Anchorage Ten-Year Plan on Homelessness, attend at least 2 Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness meetings, develop a VISTA AmeriCorps Volunteer recruiting program and system for the DoN, track relevant legislation impacting housing and related resources, assist with implementation of Action Steps on the Ten-Year Plan on Homelessness such as Project Homeless Connect, media projects, Crossover House, ServicePoint and the Project White Paper, and assist with sections of the 5 Year Consolidated Plan.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: MOA / Mayor’s Office

Services: Macro-government; Substance Abuse; Health Care, Prevention; Child Welfare; Domestic Violence

www.muni.org/mayor
A practicum placement at the Mayor's Office is considered macro. A practicum student could expect to choose from a wide variety of topics such as Sexual Assault, Alcohol/Substance abuse prevention, Alaska Meth Education campaign, Anti-Violence & Gang Task Force, homelessness, child abuse prevention, Anchorage Police Department, Domestic Violence, etc. The practicum student must have the ability to work independently and to meet the demands of ever changing requests from the Mayor or executives. Students can expand their skills in areas such as program development, grant writing, or fund raising.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: MOA / Mayor’s Office-Office of Equal Opportunity

Services: Community Diversity Outreach; Advocacy

www.muni.org/eoe
The Mayor's Office of Equal Opportunity works to promote the importance, benefit, and necessity of maintaining diversity within the municipal workforce and throughout the community by developing and participating in municipal and non-municipal events, programs, workshops, forums, etc. to promote diversity. This office is the link between the city and the community, building positive relationships, partnerships and bridges with diverse groups to effectively promote diversity throughout the community and encourage acceptance of Anchorage's broad cultural diversity base. The practicum student could work on various programs/projects/events to promote diversity within the community. The student could conduct research efforts that the city could use to develop various plans to promote diversity and increase diversity within the municipal workforce.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Pamela R. Montgomery Inc.

Services: Aging Services; Advocacy; Health Care; Mental Health; Child Welfare; specifically guardian ad litem services (advocate for abused and neglected children in the custody of the Office of Children’s Services)

Website not available

Every child who comes in to the custody of the Alaska Office of Children’s Services is appointed a guardian ad litem to be the advocate for his/her best interests. Student interns work as a guardian as litem assistant with Montgomery and her associates (Jennifer Swain BSW and Chelsea Aughe BSW, both UAA graduates).  A practicum student could expect to be assigned four to eight cases and is responsible for all work on the case under the supervision of Montgomery and her staff. Specific tasks could include attending court/meetings, monitoring the child in placement, identifying services the child needs and advocating for them, home visits to child in foster care, obtaining information about the child from providers (counselors, doctors, teachers, daycare, etc). The practicum student will always have a staff member with him/her at Court but, after initial training, will be doing most of the other work independently. 

Special circumstances: The practicum student needs a car for going to see the kids in their homes and schools, and to attend meetings in the community. The student cannot have a personal or immediate family history with OCS or a similar child protection agency, or a criminal history. The student needs a telephone number (with voicemail) and email that can be given to other professionals and clients that is not accessible to others.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: North Star Behavioral Health System (Acute Care/hospital location)
Services: Mental Health In-Patient; Substance Abuse/Residential treatment; Psychiatric Hospital

www.northstarbehavioral.com
A practicum student could expect to work directly with the North Star hospital's Lead Clinical Therapists to develop skills in individual and family therapy, discharge planning, and case management.

Location: Palmer

Agency: North Star Palmer Residential Psychiatric Center 
Services: Residential Psychiatric Treatment Center – 30 beds, boys 11-17 of age;

Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Criminal Justice; Substance Abuse/Youth; 
Mental Health In-Patient; Severe Mental Illness

www.northstarbehavioral.com
A practicum student could expect to be involved with psychiatrically impaired youth in long-term setting (9-18 months) that have had multiple failures in academics, out-patient settings, or foster/family homes. Common diagnosis can include mood disorders, ODD, and PTSD. This placement is a rich environment to become involved in individual, family and group therapy along with a multi-disciplinary approach that includes psychiatry, nursing, clinical therapist, recreational specialist, and mental health specialists. The center has a strong recreational component, the program is ideal for youth who will benefit from treatment in an active and wilderness-focused environment. The center utilizes multi-day camps and natural environment challenges to develop interpersonal skills and resiliency.  

A practicum student could expect to experience clinical case management, individual, group and family psychotherapy, while working with an interdisciplinary treatment team. A practicum student could learn about psychotropic medication management, involvement with the interview, intake, and discharge planning processes. A student could gain knowledge in a variety of different therapy modalities, completion of psychosocial assessment and development and update of patient treatment plans. This is a MSW level placement.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Office of Senator Wielechowski
Services: Health Care, Child Welfare, Criminal Justice, Mental Health, Substance Abuse, Education

http://senate.legis.state.ak.us/senator.php?id=wie
Senate District J encompasses the Mountain View, Muldoon, and Russian Jack neighborhoods of Anchorage and is one of the most culturally diverse and economically challenged areas in Alaska. A major portion of staff time in this office is spent engaged in what is essentially “social work”. Constituent issues include those seeking help with Medicare, Medicaid or veteran’s benefits, victims of crime, families with OCS issues, parents or guardians seeking help with Child Support Enforcement, organizing after-school programs, and people seeking help with drug and alcohol addiction.

Beyond providing work experience that is closely associated with actual social work, a position with this legislative office will provide unique policy level experience that includes the research and drafting of legislation that is directly related to the improvement of public health and safety, criminal rehabilitation, education and occupational training opportunities, and other subjects related to the field of social work. A practicum student in this office will learn not just about how to work within the system to provide services for the disadvantaged, but also will work directly with department liaisons, other legislators and their staff to learn about and influence the fundamental policies that govern the field of social work. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Older Persons Action Group, Inc.

Services: Aging Services, Advocacy; Disability Services; Health Care, Medical social work, Public health,

Website not available

A practicum student could expect to be counseling and training students with a minimum of an 8th grade education who are being trained as Personal Care Assistants and Certified Nurses Aides concerning problems they might be facing, such as helping them secure tutoring, scheduling rides and obtaining day care, etc. Several of these students come from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds. They may also have been exposed to dysfunctional family environments involving alcohol and drug abuse.

Counseling and advising Nine Star interns: making sure they have a productive work experience that gives them more and better job training, guidance on the importance of a good work ethic, resume, and interview preparation and the keys for successful employment.

Counseling/advice for adults engaged in ESL and US Citizenship classes, coping with economic, social and cultural problems, including racial and age discrimination.

A practicum student at OPAG could encounter clients who have a history of drug and alcohol abuse and cultural or ethnic backgrounds, which may be manifested in low-self esteem, shy behavior and poor communication skills. These factors may produce poor attendance, a high drop-out rate and a defeatist attitude. OPAG’s goal is to help such persons in the program learn skills and behaviors that will help them succeed.  The program places an emphasis on outreach to persons from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest
Services: Health Care, Reproductive; Education; Advocacy

Website: www.ppgnw.org
A practicum student in this macro placement could expect to learn about community organizing, policy work either local or state-wide, legislative outreach/lobbying, and grassroots/client mobilizing.
Location: Eagle River

Agency: Pregnancy & Family Resource Center

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Health Care, Child/maternal health

Website not available

Heart to Heart Pregnancy and Family Resource Center is a Christian based non-profit resource center for the purpose of providing information and counseling on alternatives to abortion and on appropriate sexual relationships, and for providing practical assistance and educational support for pregnancy and post-pregnancy related issues.

A practicum student could expect to be a counselor after completing the training at the Anchorage Crisis Pregnancy Center. A practicum student could work with clients in the “Baby Cache” and possibly represent the agency as a public speaker giving presentations.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Programs for Infants & Children

Services: Child Welfare, Child protective services; Mental health Community Based, Youth; Health Care; Education, Early Childhood; State govt. services; Advocacy; Early intervention for children 0-3 years old who are developmentally delayed or at risk for delay

www.picak.org
A practicum student could expect to complete intake interviews and family assessments, some case management linking families to community resources, as well as being an advocate for those families. 

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Providence Adolescent Residential Treatment Program

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Substance Abuse/Residential treatment; Residential psychiatric treatment

www.providence.org/alaska/bhs/artp.htm
PARTP is a long-term mental health treatment program for adolescent girls age 13-18. The average length of stay is 12 months. PARTP treat primary Axis I mental health diagnosis. PARTP treat substance abuse and eating disorders however these are generally secondary to a primary mood disorder diagnosis. PARTP specialize in treating trauma and most of the girls have suffered emotional, physical, or sexual abuse. The girls that go to the program generally have been hospitalized on one or more occasions from self-injurious or suicidal behaviors and have been unable to maintain their safety in the out-patient setting. The program is based on a relational model and has developed a warm, nurturing, home-like environment that teaches young women how to make positive choices in their lives. The girls engage in intensive individual, group, and family therapy.

A BSW Student could expect to observe a milieu therapy and develop the skills associated with facilitating interventions supporting the therapeutic community as well as individual treatment goals. A practicum student could co-facilitate or facilitate group therapy activities including psycho education groups, recreational activities, process oriented groups, independent living skills, creative/art activities, etc. This placement could provide a practicum student with the opportunity to be part of a multi-disciplinary treatment team and contribute to the assessment and treatment planning process for each PARTP client. The practicum student could participate in the weekly clinical supervision sessions with PARTP staff and an LCSW consultant. The clients long length of stay allows for the practicum student to witness the planned change process over the course of time. The practicum student could learn about various documentation formats as well as utilization review process.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Providence Alaska CARES

Services: Child Welfare, Child protective services; Health Care, Child/maternal health

www.providence.org/alaska/tchap/cares/default.htm
A practicum student could expect to gain a variety of social work experience include assessment of children presenting as possible victims of sexual and physical abuse. Students could learn how the investigative system works, how to document and do forensic interviews, learn the dynamics of child abuse, the short and long term symptoms and mental health issues involved. Students could learn to work with non-offending parents to educate them on what the behaviors might be that their child presents or how to work with the child after the disclosure. A student could learn the resources in the community for child victims of abuse and connect children and families with these resources.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Providence Alaska; Case Management Social Services

Program: Health Care, Child/maternal health, Medical social work, Hospital social work

www.providence.org/alaska/pamc
A practicum student could expect to work with hospital case managers and social workers that are available in each patient area to assist with discharge planning. They are trained to help patients and family members deal with financial, social, and emotional problems that relate to illness or medical hospitalization.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Providence Alaska; Mental Health System

Program: Mental Health In-Patient; Substance Abuse; Out-Patient, Residential treatment

www.providence.org/alaska/bhs/mhu.htm
A practicum student could expect to focus on skill development in the areas of individual, family, and group interventions. Students could complete tasks associated with adult/child protective screenings and reporting procedures to the appropriate agencies. Students could participate in treatment team meetings where diagnosis and treatment planning is focused within a biopsychosocial model for acute stabilization and referral to outpatient community resources. Students could be actively involved in discharge and re-lapse prevention planning with patients.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Providence Breakthrough Outpatient chemical Dependency Treatment

Services: Substance Abuse Out-Patient, Adult

www.providence.org/alaska/facilities/breakthrough/dtreatment.htm
Providence Breakthrough treats chemical dependency and addiction on an outpatient basis, treatment is focused on individual and family needs. Breakthrough endorses the medical model of addiction and supports the 12 Step process of recovery. A student placed at Breakthrough would learn counseling skills and therapy treatments in a comprehensive clinical environment and knowledge of DSM-IV TR substance abuse and dependency criteria. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Providence Cancer Center

Program: Susan Butcher Family Center; Health Care, Medical social work; Program Development

www.providence.org/alaska/pamc/cancer/default.htm
www.providence.org/alaska/foundation/sbfc.htm
A practicum student could expect to work with Social Work Navigator and provide psychosocial support, education and information, connect with community resources, referrals, advocacy, coping skills and counseling to cancer survivors. The student could also work with a team of nurses, dieticians, social workers, chaplain, genetic counselors, financial counselors, and drug recovery staff to address survivor needs. 

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Rider Consulting

Services: Program Development; Policy Development; Community organizing

http://merider.net
A practicum student could expect to work with foundations, small governments, and non-profit agencies, including learning opportunities in behavioral health and health care program development, nursing workforce development, dental health workforce development, housing and homelessness, capital project feasibility studies, and program support on matched savings accounts, fund development, and grant writing. 

A student could work on no more than two projects at any given point, depending on the student’s preferred project, and learn about and complete products that grow Alaska’s health, social services, and educational infrastructure. A student could meet and work with policymakers at the state, philanthropic, and local government levels, learning to facilitate meetings and conversation in support of social welfare policy development and improvement.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Rural Cap Homeward Bound

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Health Care, Public Health, Prevention; Substance Abuse Out-Patient; Mental Health Community Based; Housing; Advocacy

Website: www.Ruralcap.com , Anchorage Services Division

Homeward Bound is a behavioral health program dedicated to assisting chronic homeless alcoholics to permanently get off the streets of Anchorage and become self sufficient. The program utilizes harm reduction and motivational interviewing within a case management framework to assist participants in reintegrating into the community. Services include: street outreach, transitional housing, housing and employment case management, life skills education, Housing First, advocacy, Speakers Bureau, volunteer activities and reintegration activities and affordable housing rental units. 

This is where the rubber meets the road in social work. I f a practicum student is interested in having a direct impact on a person’s life and through their efforts bring about significant change then this is the place for them. An award winning program, Homeward Bound is cutting edge – and will share their knowledge with practicum students. A practicum student could expect to learn the true meaning of harm reduction as participants generate an alcohol management plan, independent Living Plan and other life mapping tools. A student could learn how to apply motivational interviewing techniques and hone their skills in the “stage of change” arena. A student could have the privilege of working with some of the most resilient, most compassionate, most resourceful people in Anchorage, the staff is great too.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Salvation Army Booth Memorial

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Criminal Justice, Mental Health In-Patient; Substance Abuse/Residential treatment

The Salvation Army Booth Memorial is a private, not for profit organization that offers a continuum of care to children and families and promotes the broad priorities of the OCS mission: child safety, permanency for children, cultural sensitivity, and child/family well being. 

Adolescent Treatment Program philosophy:

· Provide a safe and nurturing therapeutic community environment.

· Reduce or extinguish identified maladaptive behaviors and to reinforce positive behaviors through behavioral modification, social learning, and individual/group therapy
· Assist clients and their families in achieving their individualized treatment goals

· Help youth develop the social skills necessary to successfully integrate back into their home, school, and community.

Treatment philosophy – Residential Program:

· The treatment philosophy is to provide culturally relevant services that support healing and recovery; reduce symptoms and build upon strengths by improving overall functioning; improve the quality of life; assist in a successful transition back into the community; and provide linkages to other community services as deemed appropriate.
A practicum student could expect to learn about adolescent behavior and mental health issues in residential and day treatment setting. A student could learn about group process, individual treatment planning, and the point system module. Out-patient substance abuse program is on-site.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Salvation Army Clitheroe Center

Services: Substance Abuse Outpatient, Substance Abuse Residential treatment

Journeys: (formerly the DD Unit) out-patient or in-patient treatment; Clients with Co-occurring Disorders - must have a severe mental illness and a chemical dependency issue: both on AXIS I of the DSM-IV and/or a severe personality disorder on AXIS II. Residential up to 12 clients, the unit is co-ed. Out-patient up to 15 clients.

Reflections/Evidenced Based Practices: Out-patient or in-patient services for women. The EBP Program is geared towards women (residential) and/or men (out-patient services) that are involved with OCS. EBP 4 clients (residential) can have up to 40 clients in out-patient program and the Reflections Unit up to 12 females.

Men’s Unit: Long Term Care & Intensive Care Unit (residential) with most clients referred to by Dept. of Corrections.

Out-patient Services, Intensive Out-patient Services, Therapeutic Court Services as well as the other two units at out-patient mentioned above.

Prefers MSW Students, but will consider BSW students

A practicum student could expect to learn about substance abuse treatment, co-occurring disorders treatment, documentation, de-escalation techniques, group process, team building, and community resources. Clitheroe welcomes practicum students and supports the therapeutic community. Clitheroe treasures practicum students on every level and finds that the students and staff both have a good experience.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Salvation Army McKinnell House

Services: Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Shelter

www.salvationarmy.org/alaska
McKinnell House is a homeless shelter for two parent families and single fathers with their children. The average length of stay for a family is 52 days; however the agency does six months of supportive case management once a family has left the shelter. 

A BSW practicum student could be considered a case manager in training. A BSW practicum student could expect the following:

· Have hands on Case Management with no more than three families who live in the shelter (at any one time).

· Actively participate and lead group meetings.

· Plan and implement educational classes (TSA to provide material).

· Learn about other community agencies so they may refer their families or those who call for assistance.

· Learn about the family and cultural dynamics as they interact with each family (looking at Bio-psycho-social variables).

· Develop strong written communication skills as they maintain case files and write in logs and file incident reports.

· Self reflect as case reviews and supervision is conducted.

· Learn about homeless issues at the macro level by attending community meetings, compiling statistics, and working within budgets.

A MSW practicum student could expect to do the above less frequently, but also work on homelessness on a macro level.

· Provide input and assist in developing a series of life skills classes for residents.

· Analyze and make recommendations to the current homeless prevention program, program evaluation.

· Assist with the development of an Emergency Assistance Program

· Develop their working knowledge of poverty issues as the new program develops.

· Participate in community events and meetings as needed to learn the agency’s role and capacity within the community.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Southcentral Foundation Dena A Coy

Services: Mental Health Community based; Health Care, Child/maternal health; Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Substance Abuse

www.southcentralfoundation.com/denaacoy.sfm
Dena A Coy (“the people’s grandchildren” in Athabascan) is a comprehensive, individualized addiction and mental health treatment program for pregnant, parenting and non-parenting women. It offers a gender- and culturally-sensitive environment that supports family wellness and preservation. Its mission is to help women recover from alcohol and drug addiction, while supporting their mental health and overall wellness.

For pregnant woman, Den A Coy provides the opportunity for the birth of a healthy baby, while preventing fetal alcohol syndrome.

The program includes two major components:

· Residential Services: a safe, secure facility offering a supportive “home” environment for women. The residence has 16 beds, and accommodates about 12 adults and 6 children at a time. The average length of stay is five months.

· Out-patent/Aftercare Services: a range of offerings that support women’s efforts to become sober, productive community members, while fulfilling their roles as parents.

Services a practicum student could be involved with are:

· Substance Abuse education and recovery: relapse prevention, 12 –step support, spiritual cultivation, talking circle

· Mental Health: anger management, grief/loss, depression, relationships, self-esteem, domestic violence, sexual abuse, post-traumatic stress

· Life Skills: vocational/educational, social skills, legal issues, housing, finances/budgeting

· Wellness: medical concerns, nutrition, prenatal/infant care, childbirth, hospital planning, infant/child CPR

· Parenting in Recovery: prenatal alcohol/drugs, parenting skills, parenting stress

· Family and Children: support, counseling, referral; family based activities

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Southcentral Foundation / Family Medicine Clinic

Services: Health Care, Child/maternal health, Medical social work, Prevention; Aging Services; Developmental disabilities, Physical disabilities; Substance Abuse; Severe Mental Illness; Mental Health Community Based

Website: www.scf.cc/fmc.cfm
A practicum student could expect to work in a large family medicine primary care clinic. Students could be in direct contact with primary care providers and could provide brief (15-20 minute) consultations to patients. These consultations and interventions could consist of helping to identify underlying mental health and behavioral difficulties patients are experiencing. Students could utilize screening tools for depression, anxiety, ADHD, mood disorders, substance abuse, pain management skills, cognitive deficiencies, etc. to help identify patient’s needs. Students work closely with their field instructors to discuss use of screening tools, assessments, and brief interventions. Students could also work with behavioral Urgent Response Team when referring patients who are actively suicidal, homicidal, or psychotic. Documentation of brief interventions will be in SOAP note format and becomes part of the patient’s medical record. Brief interventions and consultations with primary care providers are designed to help identify co-occurring symptoms, provide continuity of care, early intervention/prevention, and comprehensive health care for patients. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Southcentral Foundation Pathway House

Services: Criminal Justice, Residential treatment; Mental Health; Substance Abuse

www.southcentralfoundation.com/thepathwayhome.cfm
Southcentral Foundation’s Pathway Home offers long-term residential treatment for Alaskan Native/American Indian young men, ages 13-18. The 30-bed facility and its program are designed to address each resident’s physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs in a manner that is culturally sensitive and supportive.

A practicum student could expect to be involved in the following services:

· Individual and group therapy

· Family counseling 

· Group skill development

· Substance abuse treatment

· Mental health treatment

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Southcentral Foundation Quyana Clubhouse

Services: Mental Health Community based; Severe Mental Illness; Criminal Justice

www.southcentralfoundation.com/quyana.cfm
Named with an Alaskan Native word that can mean either “thank you” or “welcome”, Quyana Clubhouse is dedicated to providing a safe and agreeable place where adults with persistent mental illness may find community and develop self-sufficiency. There are no “clients” at the Clubhouse, only “members”; and the program honors the dignity of each one by encouraging his or her physical, mental, social, and economic wellness.

The staff at Quyana Clubhouse provides case management, medication management, skill development services, and individual and group therapy for the members.

A practicum student could expect to do the following;

· Direct experience working with Native Alaskans who have severe and persistent mental illness

· Treatment team environment with nurses and psychiatrist

· Case management

· Skill development in individual and group settings

· Individual and group therapy

· Opportunities to coordinate with probation officers, mental health court, and Office of Public Advocacy

· DSM study

Location: Anchorage

Agency: Standing Together Against Rape
Services: Child Welfare, Criminal Justice-Community Based, Education, and Advocacy

www.staralaska.com
Learning opportunities would include both Macro and Micro level projects specific to sexual assault (i.e. updating curriculum for the agency with best practice materials, statistics, etc.), conduct age appropriate educational presentations within classrooms, attend 40 hour crisis line training, and be responsible for signing up for the crisis line shifts. The student would receive crisis line training and mentoring in emergency response for child and adult victims of sexual assault. Once trained the student would be a front line responder and expected to take appropriate shifts. Student would also receive instruction (and hopefully practice) in grant writing and grant reporting. Student will be invited to participate in a variety of meetings to expand future networking capacities.

Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Adult Protective Services

Services: Aging; Developmental Disabilities; Physical Disabilities

www.hss.state.ak.us.dsds.aps.htm
A practicum student could expect to be involved in the following services and duties;

Adult Protective Services accepts report of abuse/neglect of elders and vulnerable adults ages 18 and older. The agency assesses reports for appropriateness for investigations, completes all necessary pre-arrangements for the initial contact with the adult, coordinates with other agencies and police as necessary, initiates contact with adult and appropriate others to discuss the allegations in the report, gathers information from collateral sources, determines validity of report by reviewing relevant data and evidentiary facts, assesses risk by determining if gathered information indicates that client has been harmed or is in danger of risk in the future, determines whether or not to offer placement, evaluates placement resources, prepares adult care  provider for the placement, if necessary, initiates court action, as petitioner, for adults requiring guardianship or conservatorship, organizes and prepares basic data on the principles, circumstances, and witnesses for use by the Attorney General’s office, keeps accurate and up-to-date records on all contacts, attends staff meetings, conducts presentations on APS and the agency’s role to community providers.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Alaska Housing Finance Corporation – Planning Department

Services: Housing

www.ahfc.state.ak.us/home/index.cfm
The AHFC Planning Dept. offers the “ultimate macro social work” learning experience. The Planning Dept. is responsible for data collection, issue analysis, program development, and coordination with other related funding agencies and services providers. By the end of the academic year, a practicum student placed with AHFC will likely have participated in the following activities:

· Attend at least two meetings, work sessions, or public hearings of the AHFC Board of Directors

· Serve on at least one Proposal Evaluation Committee, reviewing and scoring grant applications

· Collect and enter data on a housing project or program and analyze the program’s efficacy

· Participate  in coordination activities for the Alaska Coalition on Housing and Homelessness

· Track relevant legislation impacting housing and related resources

· Assist with the expansion of the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)

· Review and update policies and procedures for various AHFC grant programs

· Participate in the development of annual action plans required by federal funders

· Participate in on-site monitoring activities with AHFC grantees
Location: Eagle River

Agency: SOA Dept. of Corrections – Hiland Mountain Correction Center

Services: Criminal Justice, Youth corrections; Mental Health In-Patient; Substance Abuse; Prevention; Child Welfare, Adult corrections

www.correct.state.ak.us/corrections/institutions/hmcc/
Hiland Mountain Correctional Center is an all women correctional facility located outside of Eagle River. A practicum student could expect to work with the Children of Incarcerated Parents Project; promoting the health and well-being of the children of incarcerated parents.

Although the majority of inmates plan on having custody and/or living with their children upon release, it is very important for the incarcerated parent to maintain ongoing visits or communication with their children. This is done by the following: scheduling visits if the child is under OCS or Tribal Custody, establishing phone contact if required by courts (if the child resides out of state), and maintaining the literacy grant project. It is in the child’s best interest to maintain regular, positive interaction between incarcerated parents. This also helps smooth the transition path. The student could expect to be involved with the numerous parent/child programs at the center. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Dept. of Corrections – Division of Probation and Parole

Services: Criminal Justice, Adult corrections

www.correct.state.ak.us/corrections/CommunityCorr/
A practicum student could expect to work with an Adult Probation Officer II, which is a senior probation officer. A student could watch and participate in case management, release planning, treatment options, alternative sanctions, and home visits. The student could work with a probation officer with a specialized caseload, such as Felony DWI offenders, sex offenders, or mental health offenders. 

A student could also be involved with data collection and exposure to court procedures. This is a good opportunity to be exposed to the criminal justice system and all the components involved.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Division of Behavioral Health

Services: Mental Health; Substance Abuse; Behavioral Health

www.hss.state.ak.us/dbh/mh/
A practicum student would be placed in the Program Integrity section of the Division of Behavioral health. This placement could allow a student the opportunity to gain system-wide exposure to the documentation and service provision requirements as well as to learn of the impact of these regulations on providers in different service settings. 

The Program Integrity provides technical assistance to Behavioral Health Agencies state-wide in the areas of documentation, Medicaid requirements and general Behavioral Regulation compliance. Program Integrity staff also conduct clinical chart reviews as well as Medicaid audits to ensure compliance with state regulations and Medicaid requirements for service delivery and clinical documentation. Program Integrity staff are also involved in the approval process for Substance Abuse agencies while the integration into a behavioral Health System is being implemented. Opportunities to conduct research are also available. This placement is well suited for a student whose main interest is in administration, management, and policy making. There would be no opportunity for direct client contact or service provision. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Dept. of Health & Social Services, Division of Behavior Health, 

Disaster Response & Training

Services: State govt. services, Program Development, Policy Development, Housing

http://health.hss.state.ak.us/dbh
A student could be involved with topic research, assist with preparing reports, plans and Logic Models, and assist with developing and delivering presentations to work groups or division management. Students may also perform other activities as assigned related to the advancement of division Initiatives and/or Programs or Projects in one or more of the following areas; Workforce Development, Medicaid Expansion Projects, Behavioral Health Disaster Response / Continuity of Operations Planning, Training & Conferences, Policy Development, Prevention Programs, and Emergency Management Projects.

The division does not provide services directly to consumers, but rather manages the publicly funded behavioral health service delivery system. Private not-for-profit organizations are funded by the division to deliver the broad array of mental health, substance abuse, and rehabilitation services for consumers. The only exceptions to this structure are the handling of consumer complaints and the services provided within the Alaska Psychiatric Institute (API).  Practicum students will not interact directly with consumers during a placement with the division. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Dept. of HSS/Division of Public Health

Section of Chronic Disease Prevention & Health Promotion

Services: Health Care, Public Health; Advocacy; Community Organizing

www.hss.state.ak.us/dph/chronic/
A practicum student could expect to work directly with other organizations in the role of grassroots organizing, advocacy and public health planning and evaluation. Planning, directing and facilitating meetings of partners (member organizations like the American Cancer Society, Alaska Native Health Consortium, Providence Cancer Center, Alaska Regional Hospital, etc.) and targeted committee meetings are key roles for a practicum student.

Activities could be tailored to match personal interest around cancer control. This includes work plan goals and activities around survivorship, palliative care, hospice care, treatment, policy, and clinical trials. For example support for the “Ride for Life” bike ride to raise money and awareness of colorectal cancer is one activity and “Paint the Rink Pink” collaboration with the Anchorage Aces and cancer awareness in October.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Dept. of HSS-Office of Children’s Services

Services: Child Welfare; Policy Development

http://hss.state.ak.us/ocs
As stated on the state website; The Office of Children’s Services works in partnership with families and communities to support the well-being of Alaska’s children and youth. Services will enhance families’ capacities to give their children a healthy start, to provide them with safe and permanent homes, to maintain cultural connections and to help them realize their potential.

Independent Living Program: This is a BSW or MSW student opportunity to learn how to increase the skills of young people in foster care to prepare them for self-sufficiency in adulthood; and increasing the educational, vocational, and housing opportunities for youth who age out of foster care. Students will experience work with these youth to successfully transition them to healthy and productive lifestyles through increased aftercare services to alleviate the frequent pattern of homelessness and instability; repeat the cycle of abuse and neglect the experience; and/or develop criminal habits. 

Team Decision Making: This is a BSW or MSW student opportunity to learn how the process of and how to facilitate a Team Decision Making within OCS. TDM involves gathering of a team of people to assist in making all child placement decisions, to include not just birth families, age appropriate children and caseworkers, but also foster parents and community members to ensure a network of support for children and families.

Resource Families - Foster Care and Adoption: This is a BSW or MSW student opportunity to learn when out-of-home placement is needed to keep a child safe, how the OCS makes diligent efforts to identify, evaluate and consider relatives, family friends, and those culturally tied to the family as the primary placement option. The student will learn how OCS makes efforts to actively recruit and support families within the child’s home community and in close proximity as possible to the child’s parents, to assure that the child may continue to maintain important and lasting cultural, ancestral, educational, and community-based connections. The student will also learn how to license foster and adoptive parents for the placement of children needing an alternative placement. 

Program Coordination: This is a BSW or MSW student opportunity to learn how the OCS coordinates programs that provide funds to non-profit agencies across the state to provide child and family services. These types of service program options include; family support services, family preservation services, time-limited family reunification services, child advocacy centers and residential care for identified children and youth.

Infant Learning Program: This is a BSW or MSW learning opportunity to experience the work done in the ILP unit. The student will learn about policy and activities the state undertakes to ensure multidisciplinary family centered services for children under the age of three. The student will experience the intersection of social work and special education as it pertains to the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act., also analyzing collected data and information gathered by the program.

Management and Leadership: This is a MSW student opportunity for a student to experience the multiple facets of management and leadership within the OCS. Students will learn specific management and leadership techniques, manage day to day operations, how to lead teams of staff and task centered work groups, how to motivate staff to engage in best practice and how to retain and recruit qualified staff to the field of child protective services.

Public Policy Placement: This is a MSW student opportunity to learn about the development of public policy, participate in public meetings, facilitate stakeholder groups, and draft policy statements. 

Child Protective Services Placement: This is a BSW or MSW student opportunity to learn about the field of child protective services. Students will experience the full scope of child protective services from the beginning of a case (the intake process) through the completion of an investigation and safety assessment, to the development of appropriate case planning and permanency issues for children. 

UAA – Child Welfare Academy (CWA): This is a MSW student opportunity for a student to experience working at a training center where they will learn how to develop curriculum, prepare for and train child protective services workers who have recently been hired to do case work for the Office of Children’s Services. Additionally, the student will participate in ongoing professional development experiences for staff working in all areas within the OCS and evaluate trainings delivered and modify as needed based on challenges in OCS policy/procedure. 

Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Office of Public Advocacy, Alaska CASA Program

Services: Child Welfare; Advocacy; Criminal Justice

www.state.ak.us/admin/opa
A practicum student with the OPA Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program could expect to advocate for children who are in the child protection and legal system because they are victims of abuse or neglect. This advocacy role requires good communication and organizational skills, the willingness to work independently (although regular supervision and support is provided), the ability to make fact-based recommendations to other professionals and to judges, and the ability to be an assertive team member. It is also imperative that the person in the placement enjoys working with children and has a positive attitude towards working with dysfunctional families. Case issues often include substance abuse, mental illness, and domestic violence. There are many opportunities to work with Alaska Native families. 

The CASA job description includes: gathering and reviewing information regarding the child’s background including talking with people who know the child; visiting the child on a regular basis to have firsthand knowledge about how the child is doing; participating in case meetings and providing input into case plans; monitoring the case as it moves through the system; and providing judges with oral and written recommendation as to what is in the child’s best interest. It is important to keep good records and to ask sometimes difficult questions.

A practicum student also could have the opportunity to do things that are not case related. This might include assisting with training, doing research, surveying the community on a child welfare issue, or a special project of interest. OPA is a very hospitable practicum setting – the student has an office, computer, phone and parking. The OPA staff is friendly and open, and has welcomed social work students for over 20 years. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Office of the Long Term Care Ombudsman

Services: Aging Services

www.akoltco.org
A practicum student could expect to learn about the needs of elder Alaskans. OLTCO advocates for and protects the rights of elder Alaskans, especially those residing in long term care homes such as nursing and assisted living homes. (There are 2 nursing homes and over 100 assisted living homes in Anchorage). 

The practicum student could deal first hand with some of the challenges Alaskan elders meet and would receive direction from a certified state long term care ombudsman. The student could become familiar with the Older Americans Act and state statutes used to protect the elder’s rights. 

The student could review/discuss every case that is referred to the office as each case is discussed prior to assignment of the investigative ombudsman. The student could also accompany the certified ombudsman on complaint investigations involving seniors in long term care homes as well as senior housing, public housing and sometimes private homes. The student could learn about guardianship, power-of-attorney and conservatorship cases, as well as learn how to ensure that elders living in long term care settings are receiving legal, financial, social, medical, and rehabilitative services to which they are entitled. The student may also observe mediation proceedings between residents, family members, facility staff, long term care service providers, and media relations. 

The student could also learn the administrative aspect of social work; such as proper documentation and establishment of cases, both hard copy and electronically, plus local and national databases that track casework. The student will also learn the coordination needed with other state agencies such as APS, Certification and Licensing, Medicaid and private care coordinators. The student could assist in providing information to the public, and the recruiting, training, and retention of volunteers that visit the long term care homes. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: SOA Public Defender Agency

Services; Child Welfare, Family Wellness; Criminal Justice, Courts, Community Based, Youth corrections, Adult Corrections

www.state.ak.us/admin/pd/anchorage.shtml
A practicum student could expect to advocate for parents with OCS, advocate with clients with severe and persistent mental illness in civil commitment hearings at API, advocate for clients with SPMI in Mental Health Court, and advocate for juveniles in the criminal justice system. A student could also expect to assist clients in completing their case plans, coordinate services with substance abuse treatment resources, make community referrals, and work with client family systems.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: St. Elias Specialty Hospital

Services: Health care, hospital social work

www.st-eliashospital.com
A MSW student would have the opportunity to experience and participate in a multidisciplinary team approach to psychological/emotional assessments, collaboration with professional peers, financial and discharge planning screenings, grief and bereavement and counseling, facilitating community referrals, and supportive counseling to patients with grief, loss, and adjustment to diagnosis needs. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Stone Soup Group
Services: Health Care, Child/maternal health, Medical social work, Disability services; Mental Health
www.stonesoupgroup.org
A practicum student could expect to be involved with the following generalist, administrative and specialized opportunities;

Administrative: budgeting, governance, communications, data management, grant proposal writing-working closely with the Executive Director and Board of Directors in day to day administrative as well as strategic planning and networking.

Specialist/Parent Navigator:  Short Term Assistance and Referral (STAR) with families who come to Anchorage from outlying areas for specialized medical care. This work can involve assessments, information and referral, completion and filing of applications for services through the Division of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities, regular contact with parents and children (often infants) with special health care needs, provision of emergency assistance, and involves regular work with Alaska Native Medical Center and the Children’s Hospital at Providence.

 Alaska Behavioral Support (PBS) training and consultation: PBS is an intervention that has been shown to be very effective in reducing “challenging behavior”, and is particularly useful with Children with communication disorders and challenging behaviors. A practicum student could “apprentice” in PBS, and collect and analyze data.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Substance Abuse Directors Association of Alaska, Inc. 

Services:  Substance Abuse; Mental health; Health Care, Prevention; Child Welfare; Advocacy

www.sada-ak.org
SADA is a not for profit membership organization for the purpose of educating on issues related to substance abuse addiction and treatment. The organization conducts one large training conference each year and coordinates policy development activities on behalf of the members.

A practicum student could expect to assist the Executive Director with the coordination of the annual conference and campaign and be involved with coordinating policy activities.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Veteran’s Health Administration

Services: Aging Services; Health Care, Medical social work; Mental Health Community Based

www.visn20.med.va.gov/Alaska
A practicum student at VHA could expect to be involved with providing medical social work services in outpatient, primary care, inpatient hospital, nursing homes, homes of patients, as well as other community settings. 

VHA also provides mental health social work services to veterans. 

The veterans are anywhere between their early 20’s to 90’s, primarily male, but increasing numbers of women veterans are using health care services. Veterans have a variety of medical, psychosocial, and substance problems. These include, but are not limited to; diabetes, cancer, HIV, cardio/pulmonary problems, blindness, and spinal cord injury.
Location: Eagle River and Anchorage

Agency: Volunteers of America

Services: Mental Health; Residential Dual Diagnosis treatment; Out-patient and Intensive treatment for substance abuse and co-occurring disorders

www.voaak.org
A practicum student could expect to work with a counselor in the ARCH program and possibly in the ASSIST out-patient program. The field instructor or supervisor would depend on the program the practicum student participates in and the availability of the social workers in the programs.

The practicum student could expect to work with youth with co-occurring disorders. All clients have a primary diagnosis of substance dependence or abuse, however many of the clients also struggle with behavioral issues and mental health issues. 

A practicum student working in the Eagle River ARCH program would need to be available during the week; Monday through Friday. Some groups occur in the evening and it may be beneficial for the student to participate in the evening groups to ensure they receive the best learning opportunity possible.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Volunteers of America; Youth Restitution & Resolution Center

Services: Criminal Justice, Youth Corrections, Mediation, Mental health, Substance abuse, Compliance monitoring for the District Courts MCA court

www.voaak.org/Services/RestorativeJusticeServices/tabid/1644/Default.aspx
A practicum student could expect to work with two of the Restorative Justice programs: the Youth Restitution Program and the Resolution Center. The practicum student could expect to be paired with a YRP sentencing coordinator or the RC case manager on a day-to-day basis and supervised by the program director.

Youth Restitution Program: Collaborates with the Division of Juvenile Justice Intake Unit, Anchorage Youth Court, District Attorney’s office, and the District Court to monitor juvenile offenders as they complete assigned sanctions.

A practicum student could expect to be involved with ensuring that each youth is provided with a means to carry out ordered sanctions. Interview each youth; explain assigned sanctions, set up work site assignments and restitution payments to victims, as needed. Close files, make necessary reports and follow-ups. Track youth who do not complete their sentence and reroute in the direction determined by the referring authority. Attend District Court’s specialized “Minor Consuming Alcohol (MCA) Court”. And track on-going development of city-wide options for sentencing alternatives and community work service sites.

Resolution Center: Collaborate with the Division of Juvenile Justice Intake Unit, the Anchorage Youth Court, and adult volunteer mediators to provide a safe forum in which juvenile offenders and their victims can come together in mediation.

A practicum student could expect to conduct victim-sensitive screening and orientation to mediation process in victim/offender mediation and parent/adolescent mediation. Conduct pre-mediation interviews with juvenile offenders, victims, and families to evaluate whether appropriate for participation in mediation. Track compliance with mediation contracts. Make client referrals to other agencies for support services needed. Assist with presentations and community outreach. Assist in teaching Victim/Offender Impact classes.
Location: Anchorage

Agency: Women LISTEN, Inc.

Services: Advocacy

www.womenlisten.org
Women LISTEN, Inc. promotes the physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being of women living with cancer. Their mission is to share information, offer emotional support and practical ideas, advocate for people with cancer and connect women in meaningful ways. Facilitated weekly support group meetings are held and open to women coping with any type of cancer. All are welcome from the newly diagnosed to long-term survivors. Rejuvenating retreats are offered twice yearly. A student would learn about group facilitation and assist in the group process at weekly support group meetings. They could also assist with group process activities at a retreat. Students would have the opportunity to learn about coping with the challenges of a cancer diagnosis. Students would learn from the patient’s perspective about the medical, cultural, familial, and social-emotional aspects of cancer treatment and survivorship. The student would become familiar with medical terminology, treatment side effects and the impact of cancer on the patient and her family. This placement offers a unique perspective on cancer in comparison to standard medical environment and would complement a placement in a medical setting. In addition to gaining knowledge of living with cancer and practicing group facilitation, students would become skilled at making referrals to community resources. 
Location: Anchorage

Agency: YWCA

Services: Youth and Women’s Wellness

www.ywcaak.org
A YWCA Anchorage practicum student could expect to work directly with our Youth and Women’s Wellness Department. The practicum student could collaborate actively with the staff on projects ranging from youth leadership, empowerment, and self-esteem building to outreach, education, and screening for women about breast and cervical cancer. The mission of the YWCA Anchorage is eliminating racism and empowering women, and the agency actively strives towards that mission in all of the work they do.
