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The AVC’s Bullets
By Chris Turletes,
AVC for Facilities & Campus Services
Greetings F&CS Team!
Winter arrived on Veteran’s Day. It followed a wet, but warm September, October, and
November. Winter is finally here and we’ll be happily working with it. Until spring make
sure campus is safe for our Students, Staff, and Faculty.
Thank you all for the hard work that went into keeping the campus humming and blinking
this fall and so far this winter. Collectively, we have been busy with Master planning,
construction activities on all campuses, moving the Facilities Equipment yard and operating
the campus during this fall semester.

Chris Turletes,
AVC for FCS

Campus will be tougher than normal to navigate this winter. With all the construction going on we have limited parking
space. Plowing is even harder. Between losing parking spaces, adding temp. buildings, construction fencing, and new
buildings it’s tough finding a place to push snow. As you are aware the Sports Arena is in full stride and will stay that
way thru the summer of 2014, the Elmore roundabout associated with the sports arena was finished up this fall and
seems to be working well. Engineering is well underway with the Topping Out ceremony held on December 6 th. BMH
renewal is underway, as well as many, many other project on this campus and others around the MAU. John Faunce in
his section reports on several of our projects underway.
Facilities and Campus Services will continue to be very busy. We
have a lot of construction work that is underway or soon to be
underway all around the MAU. During the winter break we hope to
finish the engineering ice free sidewalk at ULA; install several
hydration stations across the campus; replace lights in Admin and
PSB 166; fix the dance floor in PSB 168; fix drains in Cuddy; and
ratchet up our planning efforts on BOC3, also known as 1901
Bragaw.

Campus Safety Walk

In June we planted about 3,000 seedlings on UA Land on the Kenai
Peninsula, we did another 3,000 in early September so we have
made a big payment toward out “Tree debt” of about 22,000 trees.

In October we had the annual (at least 10th) Nighttime Campus Safety walk with about 25 Students, Staff, and Faculty
participating. We walked around housing from east to west on the South side of campus, along the north side of campus
and also visited our other Anchorage facilities. From my perspective despite lots of little things campus looked very
good safety wise. Thanks for your efforts to keep it that way.
Winter, besides plowing overtime, is also the time of year where
each of us should enjoy the winter wonderland of Alaska by skiing,
snowshoeing, fat tire bike riding, snowmobiling, bird watching;
putting up holiday lights and decorations, or shoveling snow…. So
as you enjoy Alaska, be safe; think about what you are going to be
doing, think about what could go wrong and have a mitigation plan.
Let someone know where you are going and when you are expected
back. You are most valuable resource we need you fully functional
and on the job.
I can’t say it enough; the Facilities staff works hard days, nights,
weekends to keep the campus environment safe and comfortable for
our students, staff and faculty. Thanks for all you do for UAA, keep
up the great work. HOOOWL!!!!

Keeping campus safe and sanded

I wish You and your families a VERY Happy, Healthy and Safe Howliday Season. PEACE.

Safety is Everybody’s Business
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Facilities Planning &
Construction News
By John Faunce, P.E., Director
I almost hesitate to say that things have finally settled down a bit around campus.
Usually, as soon as I say that, something else happens to make life a little more exciting.
However, with the new Elmore roundabout completed, it sure is a lot easier for anyone
going to or from the University Lake Buildings. I’ve also noticed that the parking
situation seems to have settled in for the semester, and in spite of a somewhat rocky
start, you can actually find an open space just about anywhere other than the core of
campus. That’s not to say that there are still not some pretty exciting things taking place
on campus.

John Faunce, Director
of Facilities Planning &
Construction

The new Sports Arena, now called the Alaska Airline Center, is really starting to take
shape. With most of the exterior siding and glazing now installed, it is starting to look more and more like a finished
building. The interior of the building is also beginning to take
on a more finished appearance everyday with the painting of
interior walls, ceramic tiles in the restrooms, installation of the
main scoreboard cage, and other finishing touches.
In spite of sub-zero temperatures, the structural steel for the new
Engineering building continues to go up at a visibly rapid pace
and was “topped out” at a ceremony on 6 December. Although
the associated parking garage was not funded by the Legislature
this year, we expect to be building a parking garage north of the
old Engineering Building next summer.

Alaska Airlines Center

The renovation work at Beatrice McDonald Hall is not quite so
visually exciting from the outside. However, inside the building
most of the demolition and hazmat abatement has been
completed and workers are busy re-building interior walls and
electrical/ mechanical rough-ins.

If you were wondering why there is a construction wall inside the Consortium Library between the main entrance and
the Kaladi Brothers Coffee shop, this will soon become the new Alumni Relations Center, scheduled for completion in
December.
The Wendy Williamson main entrance has been closed while we replace some of the glass above the entrance vestibule.
Although the original work is mostly complete, we have
discovered some additional issues which require us to
keep the entrance closed a little longer.
At the Mat-Su Campus, the structural steel erection is in
progress for the new 500-Seat Valley Center for Arts
and Learning.
In addition to our larger projects, our upcoming work
over the Christmas Break will include lighting
replacement at PSB 166, drain line improvements at
Cuddy Hall, and a few Hydration Unit Installations. I’m
quickly running out of space so will close by wishing
everyone a safe and joyous Holiday Season, and a most
prosperous New Year (Including the additional funding
in FY15 for the remainder of the Engineering Projects).
Engineering & Industry Building

Facilities Planning & Construction – 786-4900
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Facilities Maintenance &
Operations News
By Tom Sternberg, Director
After a rainy fall we are now in the winter mode. We have been busy completing
projects, including the issues from the safety walk. The storage move from the North Lot
to the Lake Otis lot is complete. We had a wonderful Thanksgiving potluck and
consumed 2 turkeys, a ham, lots of trimmings, and too many deserts. Work management
held a pumpkin recipe contest; Jo Walker won a pumpkin for her entry of a pumpkin
cheesecake.

Tom Sternberg, Director
of Facilities Maintenance &
Operations

We lost several employees from the electrical shop. CT3 Electrician Nate Mills-Price
and CT1 Electrical Assistant Robert Bell left employment with the University for other
pursuits. We were able to hire two CT2 journeyman electricians, Gerald Forestal and
Jason Portwood. They will be valuable contributors to our team. The Electrical shop has also hired Daniel Ackerman as
a temporary maintenance worker to help change lamps. In the Mechanical Maintenance shop we filled the CT1
Plumbing position with Charley Stark from UAF and the CT2 HVAC position was filled by Karston Boysten.
Work Management has created over 5,326 work orders so far this year. We are investigating the use of several
modules ,including the Contract module and the Bankcard Module — both would be used to help track building costs
and streamline our processes. We continue working on the Millennium lock systems holding several team meetings to
discuss issues, review and develop policies and organize an installation plan.
Building Maintenance has an ongoing project to paint the Templewood complex. To date, 50% has been completed. The
carpenters produced 42 custom maple stools for the Science department benches.
The Mechanical shop is ready for winter. HVAC department continues to respond to hot/cold calls and do preventative
maintenance. The plumbers have installed several hydration stations, providing a convenient and sustainable way to
refill water bottles — more will be installed in the coming months.
The Electrical shop is busy changing lights, resetting breakers, fixing fire systems, and maintaining emergency
generators and refrigeration. We received a second 75KW portable generator purchased with year end funds and have
equipped it to easily connect to campus facilities systems. We continue to provide electrical installation services for
department needs as time allows.
The Building Automation and Energy management team has continued to monitor the campus energy usage and is
actively seeking areas that can be cut back to reduce energy consumption.
The Custodial department has started the process of rewriting a Custodial Contract for the next contract period beginning
July 1, 2014, but first, square footage and inventory updates are needed. Marvel Johnson reports the new UAA Campus
cleanable space total to be 1,312,572 sq./ft. of which 179,793 sq./ft. is office space and 1,132,779 sq./ft. are classrooms,
labs and open spaces.
To date, Transportation has run 70 charters, transported 76,516 riders and driven
11,596 campus route miles in the first 13 weeks of the 2013-2014 academic year.
The ridership keeps growing every year. We’d like to welcome Richard Crook as
our newest regularly appointed driver. Richard filled the opening created when
Marty Cordano transitioned to temporary.
The Fleet shop has completed nearly 230 preventative maintenance and 105 Tire
Change Overs work orders since September 1. Fleet played a major role with
manpower and heavy equipment to move the facilities’ storage area from the
North Lot over to the Providence lot. This 5 man team rocks!

New Bobcat mounted spreader

Before the winter season, three new spreaders were purchased for compact
equipment as seen in photo with a bobcat. These spreaders were very much
needed to apply granular and ice melt products around campus at the same time
on sidewalks and other narrow areas.

Work Management Office – 786-6980
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Environmental Health &
Safety News
Our department would like to congratulate and thank the staff and faculty for
making our workplace a safer place. Our OSHA recordable incident rate has
so far this year been very low and it is due to the diligence and attentiveness of
UAA’s employees. Keep up the good work!

EHS Team: (L to R) Maury Riner,
Doug Markussen, Manch Garhart

The holiday seasons are upon us and folks often like to decorate around their
office spaces. Some reminders:
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Live trees, wreaths and garland are highly flammable and pose a high risk of fire. Artificial decorations are
safer, but neither should be placed too close to a heat source.
Outdoor grade lights are not to be used indoors. If lights are to be used, non-filament lights (LEDs) are
strongly recommended. All lights must be UL approved.
The use (or misuse as the case may be) of extension cords is always an issue at UAA. They must not be
plugged into a power-strip, or vise versa. Do not place cords under carpets or rugs, through partitions, or
above ceiling panels.
Do not attach decorations to fire sprinklers or extinguishers. Also, do not block ready view and use of
such.
Artificial snow spray is prohibited; it can activate fire alarms and can be a respiratory irritant.
NO open flames allowed!
We have just finished lengthy the process of
interviewing to fill Nick’s vacant position. After
many months we have finally found the perfect
candidate: Janeen Bailey. She will be starting after
the beginning of the new year. She comes to us
from Texas, where she has been a high school
chemistry teacher, faculty trainer, and safety
officer. We are proud and excited to have her as a
member of our team and look forward to
introducing her to the rest of UAA.
EHS would like to wish all of you a healthy, happy
and loving holiday season. Please be safe so you
can return to work rested, re-energized, and happy.

MAU

2012 #
UAA
UAF
UAS
SW
UA

2013 YTD #
of OSHA
recordable
injuries

Previous
Year

28
53
5
6
92

2013
Rate
1.37
2.00
1.27
2.01
1.71

13
40
1
2
56

2013
Target
rate

1.23
1.80
1.14
1.81
1.54

2013 OSHA
recordable injury
rates by calendar
quarter
Q1

Q2

Q3

0.8
1.96
0
0
1.25

0.48
1.57
0.5
1.35
1.06

0.82
2.09
0.36
0.93
1.42

Q4

Note: the current trend for recordable injuries in the UA system for 2013 is 80. For comparison, there were 92
recordable injuries in 2012 and 89 in 2011.

Environmental Health & Safety – 786-1335
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Sustainability News
By Paula Williams, PhD, Director

Ryan Hill, North Hall & First Year Experience Residence Coordinator, took some
time to share about the recent recycling competition that took place in student
housing from October to mid-November:

Paula Williams, Director
Office of Sustainability

FACILITIES BULLETIN

The Sustainability Collateral and the Office of Sustainability joined together for a
Recycling Competition to promote awareness about the importance and availability
of recycling in residential facilities at UAA.
The numbers show an overall increase in recycling in weeks four and five of the competition. The numbers fluctuated
throughout the competition, but anecdotally we have heard that recycling increased significantly during the six weeks the
competition was hosted. The numbers are based on the weight of the recycled materials, so the volatility of the numbers
may be explained by the weight differentiation between aluminum/plastic and cardboard. Overall, the students reported
seeing much more recyclable materials correctly discarded into their proper receptacles.
The winner of the competition was determined by dividing the total weight of recycled materials throughout the six
weeks by the number of residents within the housing teams. In the end, the MAC area recycled 12 kilograms more than
North Hall but because approximately 100 more residents live in the MAC area, North Hall was declared the winner of
the competition.
Thanks to the efforts of housing students and staff, over 516 pounds of materials were diverted from the landfill in six
weeks! This was a wonderful event and we will certainly be continuing it in future years. The Sustainability Collateral
enjoys a healthy working relationship with the Office of Sustainability, which made this event possible. We hope to
make this an annual tradition among residential students.
In addition to working with Housing to increase student recycling, we have been working with Facilities, Housing, and
Residence Life in a partnership to educate students about their energy use and reduce overall use of energy in housing.
Last spring semester we held an energy competition that we estimate reduced energy use by at least 11% over the course
of the competition. Unfortunately, the MAC units had to compete as units, not as individual apartments, because the
individual meters are no longer functioning. This semester, Housing will purchase new electric meters for each
individual MAC apartment; Facilities will have them installed. The new meters will be an essential tool for educating
students about their energy use and how to reduce it. Additionally, they will give housing a tool to identify high-energy
use issues. Thank you David Weaver, Tom Sternberg, Colin Clausson, Jody Ingram, and Eric Lopez. Eric will oversee
the project with installation expected to occur during spring break of 2014. Once we have the meters in place, we will
launch an energy competition fall semester!

Office of Sustainability – 786-4634
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Hails
Daniel Ackerman — FMO
Gerald Forestal — FMO
Jason Portwood — FMO
Charlie Stark — FMO
Karsten Boysen — FMO

Farewells
Robert Bell — FMO
Nate Mills-Price — FMO
Christian Taylor (February) — FPC

Our AVC’s Office team:
Steffanie, Joe, Chris, and Ryan

Honorary Farewells
Roger Wakelam — Procurement
Larry Smith — KC

.

Upcoming Events
December 23-January 5 – Winter Break
January 7 – Facilities Leaders Meeting
January 13 – Spring Semester Starts
January 20 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 21-March 1 – Winterfest
March 10-15 – Spring Break
April 24 – Campus Cleanup (tentative)
April 26 – Heart Run
April 28 – Last Day of Classes
May 2-4 – Commencement weekend
June 13 – Admin. Services Picnic

Our Work Management Team: Jo, Sherry, Cathy, and Coral

August 2014 – Sports Arena Opens!

Safety is Everybody’s Business
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