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May Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Faculty Senate exists in order to provide a forum for and create a voice to address university-life issues including curriculum, student success, institutional development, and professional development. Below are the major items addressed in the September and October meetings.
IDEA Student Feedback: Kenai Peninsula College used the paper version of IDEA this academic year. The results from the fall 2013 semester, posted with the May senate agenda, are promising. UAA will continue to monitor this experiment.
Student Code of Conduct: UAA’s Office of Student Affairs has been leading a revision process for the UA student code of conduct. Information can be found at http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/deanofstudents/StudentJudicialServices/code-of-conduct-review/ 
Faculty Evaluation Guideline changes: Senate passed minor revisions to the FEGs which were mostly clarity and changes to match the latest UNAC CBA.
Calendar: UAA’s discussion of alternate calendar and daily course times was impacted by a policy change by the UA Board of Regents. The regents, without faculty, student, or public input, changed UA policy to require the three universities to have the same calendar for the start of semesters and holidays and to have the same class times during the day. Making it easier for students to take distance courses from another UA university was the stated goal. No evidence of need was presented. The policy also requires 800 minutes of contact time per semester per credit hour. This equates to a 60 minute credit hour.
UAA had already collected input from faculty on how to address class cancellation due to weather without impacting teaching and how to improve other aspects of the calendar. Combining UAA ideas with BOR restrictions led to three options which were presented as a poll to faculty, students, and staff. This feedback will be presented to the UAA administration.
BOR Resolution on Developmental and GER courses: The BOR also resolved to require developmental and GER courses to be further coordinated across the UA universities. Math and English courses are expressly requested to be unified by fall 2016 in course number, name, description, and placement method. The rest of the GER’s are expected to be unified thereafter. The intent was to make transferring between UA universities easier. No evidence of need was presented. Faculty, staff, and students had not been consulted.
The regents were divided on this resolution. The Senate chose to take formal action in the next academic year. However, per senate desire discussions with regents are ongoing to clarify and hopefully modify the resolution.






For more information about what Faculty Senate completed this year, please see the meeting minutes included in senate agendas at http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/governance/facultysenate/ . The final reports of committees are in the May agenda.
Please remember that Faculty Senate exists to address items of concern to all faculty. If you have a question or concern that you think is appropriate for senate to address, please contact the senate executive board, a senator, or one of the senate committees or boards.
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