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In this age of “peak TV” where more programs are available 
than ever before, people of color are still underrepresented. 
Princess Daazhraii Johnson, M.Ed. ’17, hopes to change 
that.

Johnson, who is Neets’aii Gwich’in Alaska Native, serves as 
creative producer for “Molly of Denali,” an animated show 
premiering in summer 2019 on PBS KIDS and the first 
nationally distributed children’s series to feature an Alaska 
Native lead character.

Tantamount to the show’s educational component is that it 
gives Alaska Native youth the opportunity to see themselves 
represented positively in the media. “Having more input 	
into how our image is represented in media is huge,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson’s position on the show seems tailor-made for her 
unique background in advocacy, filmmaking and education.

Originally planning to go to law school, Johnson was invited 
to the Native American and Indigenous Film Program at 

the Sundance Institute. She then returned to Alaska to take 
advantage of the state’s burgeoning film incentive. Back 
home, her career pivoted to advocacy as she became the 
executive director of the Gwich’in Steering Committee.

Then her path pivoted once more. “Something in me wanted 
to be prepared and delve deeper into these issues,” Johnson 
said. “It was finally time to get my master’s.”

Through UAA’s Center for Research and Alaska Native 
Education (CRANE) graduate program, Johnson studied 
ecofeminism, ecojustice and ethical consumerism, and 
earned her master’s degree in education in 2017.

As if “Molly of Denali” wasn’t trailblazing enough, the 
production plans to offer workshops for fellow Alaska Native 
creatives. Johnson likens these efforts to a larger movement, 
as more people of color are writing, producing and directing.

“There’s still a long way to go. But I think right now, 
Hollywood has their eyes open. My hope is that we continue 
to see these changes.” 
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If you’ve ever cycled along a bike path, you can thank an 
engineer. And if you’ve ever biked in Anchorage, you can 
likely thank alumni-stacked CRW Engineering — 	
where nearly half the employees hold engineering degrees 
from UAA.

Among many other projects in its portfolio, the firm has 
worked citywide to add bike lanes, improve sidewalks and 
add bicycle signage. CRW has also been instrumental in 
designing segments of Anchorage’s well-traveled multiuse 
pathways, including the Campbell Creek, Chester Creek, 
Ship Creek and Coastal Trail systems. 

CRW is deeply rooted in Alaska. It began as a civil 
engineering firm in 1981 and has grown to more than 65 
staff members. The company added surveying and electrical 
engineering in 2005, mechanical engineering in 2013, 
and structural and geotechnical engineering this year. The 
firm only accepts in-state projects and has assigned staff to 
projects in 160 communities so far.

To meet Alaska’s unique engineering needs, CRW needs a 
staff that’s especially familiar with the state’s landscape and 

challenges. Most employees have local roots. Nearly half the 
staff — 33 in total — hold engineering degrees from UAA, 
and many of them started as college interns.

“What’s appealing to us is that we’re hiring local, and when 
we hire local, they stay,” said Managing Partner Michael 
Rabe, B.S. Civil Engineering ’84, of the firm’s strong 
internship program.

“We enjoy hiring UAA students not only because they’re 
local and they’re committed to staying in Alaska, but we 
find that their education is not every bit equal [to schools 
Outside], it’s superior because of the emphasis on the Arctic 
and cold regions engineering. They’re excellent candidates,” 
Rabe said.

That’s an opinion shared among many local engineering 
firms, he noted, whether they build bike paths, plumbing 
systems, landfills or landing strips.

“Having a local resource to draw qualified candidates from 
is imperative,” he said. “We would not be able to run our 
business here without UAA.”

from uaa to pbs: producing a 
better television landscape 

a hub for uaa alumni

A still from the upcoming PBS KIDS show “Molly of Denali.” 
(©2018 WGBH Educational Foundation)

from uaa to pbs: producing a 
better television landscape 
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alumni life find t hem pursuing 
t heir dre a ms a ll o v er 
a l ask a , t he uni t ed 
s tat es a nd t he w orld. 

PAGE 20: Lea Bouton, M.A.T. ’10, and Dimond High School teacher, entering a jet for the Arctic Thunder Air Show. ■  
Ylli Ferati, B.B.A. ’12, managing the bar at his family’s Fiori D’Italia restaurant in Spenard, recently tabbed Alaska’s 
best whiskey bar by Thrillist. ■ Paula Kangis, B.B.A. ’00, with Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative, 
helping organize the Top of the World Golf Tournament in Utqiaġvik (formerly Barrow) during the annual 
Piuraaġiaqta Festival. 

PAGE 21: Current and former Seawolf 
volleyball players pose following the annual 
alumni exhibition match at the Alaska Airlines 
Center. (Photo courtesy of UAA Athletics) ■ 

Writer/director David Block, M.A.T. ’91, and 
actress Becca Mahar, B.A. ’12, on stage for 
their latest production, “Dr. Fortean’s Klondike 
Gold Elixir and Wild Big Alaska Show!”
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PAGE 23: Rhodes scholar and GCI 
intern Samantha Mack, B.A. ’16, poses 
next to the C-SPAN Bus during its visit 
to the UAA campus as part of its 50 
Capitals Tour. ■ Robert DeVassie, B.A. 
’02, biking to work. The transportation 
engineer is passionate about and 
involved in active transport across 
Alaska.

alumni life

Have pics of your life after 
UAA? Send them to

seawolf.forever@alaska.edu.

PAGE 22: Carla Baxely, B.S. ‘01, senior 
project engineer with R&M Consultants 
Inc. Airport Engineering Group. Baxley 
has designed runways all across the 
state.  ■ Gabriel Mahns, B.A. ’00, 
practicing traditional pottery as part 
of the Mike Mansfield Fellowship 
Program in the Ishikawa Prefecture 
in Japan. ■ E.J.R. David, B.A. ’02, 
talking about his latest book release.



uaa
Swimmers raise 
more than $40,000 to 
eradicate polio
Lifelong swimmer Bridget Simpson, B.A. ’93, 
swam the 32-mile Lake George in New York in 
a tag team relay with fellow swimmer Louise 
Rourke. The fundraising swim was organized 
by the Saratoga Springs Rotary Club with 
a 2-to-1 donation match from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation to raise awareness 
for polio eradication, a disease Rourke 
contracted when she was 6 months old.

Alumni Association 
bids farewell to three 
longest-running 
members
At the annual Alumni Assembly meeting in 
July, the Alumni Association board of directors 
recognized exiting members Leverette 
Hoover, B.S. ’96, Mark Filipenko, B.B.A. ’00, 
and Andrea Story, B.B.A. ’95, for four years of 
leadership and service — the longest terms of 
any board members. Filling the vacancies are 
Katie Bender, M.P.A. ’10, Tim Gravel, B.B.A. ’89, 
and Stacey Lucason B.A. ’18.

The Northern Light 
celebrates 30 years  
with alumni panel
The Northern Light, UAA’s student-run 
newspaper, celebrated its 30th anniversary 
with a week of festivities, starting with a 
panel discussion featuring four alumni 
staff ers who have gone on to forge successful 
careers in journalism, communications 
and outreach: former editor-in-chief and 
director of Alaska Teen Media Institute Rosie 
Robards, B.A. ’05; former sports editor and 
digital content specialist at Thompson & Co. 
Thomas McIntyre, B.A. ’14; former features 
editor and account coordinator at Rising Tide 
Communications Natasha Price, B.A. ’06; and 
former arts and entertainment editor and 
producer at Alaska Public Media Ammon 
Swenson, B.A. ’18.

Do you have your 
Alumni WOLFcard?
Whether you graduated last May or last 
decade, all alumni are eligible for a free 
Alumni WOLFcard. Benefi ts include discounts 
on athletics tickets, bookstore merchandise, 
concerts and events, in addition to access to 
library resources and the ability to purchase  
a campus fi tness pass. Contact the Offi  ce  
of Alumni Relations at 907-786-1942 or  
seawolf.forever@alaska.edu to verify your 
alumni status and get your card.

Full steam ahead for 
Alaska Industrial Paint
Alaska Industrial Paint, founded by Kevin 
Stalder, B.A. ’90, recently purchased a four 
acre, 42,000 square-foot set of warehouses to 
accommodate coach, school bus and semi-
truck repair and paint work. The expanded 
division will be called Alaska Collision 
Specialists. Alaska Industrial Paint got its 
start by securing a contract with the Alaska 
Railroad, which used to ship its trains to Seattle 
every year for repair and paint work.

Arctic Solar Ventures 
named a 2018 Top Solar 
Contractor
Solar Power World has recognized Anchorage 
company Arctic Solar Ventures as a Top 
Solar Contractor. The annual list celebrates 
“the achievements of U.S. solar developers, 
subcontractors and installers within the 
utility, commercial and residential markets, 
and ranks contractors by kilowatts installed 
in the previous year. Founded in 2015 by 
Stephen Trimble, B.A. ’08, Arctic Solar Ventures 
is Alaska’s fi rst-ever Top Solar Contractor 
awardee. 

ALUMNI NEWS BRIEFS

UAA Crafts Fair
Saturday, Dec. 1, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
UAA Student Union
The annual UAA Crafts Fair hosts over 100 
crafters selling handmade Alaska products.

UAA Bookstore 
Customer Appreciation 
Day Sale
Thursday, Dec. 6, 8 a.m.–6 p.m. 
UAA Campus Bookstore
Freshen up your green and gold gear! Join 
the UAA Bookstore for a progressive sale at 
its Customer Appreciation Day: 8 a.m.–3 p.m., 
25% off ; 3–4 p.m., 30% off ; 4–5 p.m., 35% off ; 
5–6 p.m., 40% off .

Fall Commencement
Sunday, Dec. 16, 1 p.m. 
Alaska Airlines Center
Join UAA in welcoming a new class of alumni! 
Commencement could not happen without 
volunteers who contribute their time and 
energy to make this day a success. Volunteer 

to be a part of the 
celebration at 
uaa.alaska.edu/
commencement.

Save the Date:  
2019 Alumni ParTee          
Nine in the Spine
Wednesday, Feb. 27, 5:30 p.m. 
UAA Student Union
Shake off  that cabin fever with a night of 
indoor mini-golf at UAA! Each year during 
Winterfest, alumni teams play a cross-campus 
course designed by student clubs. All funds 
raised support the UAA Alumni Association 
scholarship. Contact Alumni Relations at  
907-786-1942 or seawolf.forever@alaska.edu  
to get involved.

Think Tank Series
Thursday, Nov. 15, 11:30 a.m.–12:45 
p.m.; Thursday, Feb. 21, 11:30 a.m.–12:45 
p.m.; Thursday, March 21, 1–2:15 p.m.; 
Thursday, April 11, 11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
UAA/APU Consortium Library, Room 307
Join the UAA Center for Community 
Engagement and Learning for its Think 
Tank series. Each event features a nonprofi t 
agency that presents a challenge or issue, 
and attendees brainstorm solutions for the 
organization. More information:   
uaa.alaska.edu/ccel. 

DON’T MISS EVENTS AT UAA to do
2019 Symphony   
of Sounds
Saturday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 24, 4 p.m. 
UAA Fine Arts Building Recital Hall
One of the most unique concert experiences 
of the year, Symphony of Sounds delivers an 
extravaganza of musical entertainment in a 
collage format.

See Seawolf Debate   
in action
The UAA Seawolf Debate program hosts 
several public debates throughout the 
academic year. Visit seawolfdebate.com to fi nd 
out when and where you can witness UAA’s 
renowned team in action.

Experience the     
arts at UAA
Browse the broad array of theater, dance 
and music performances scheduled for the 
2018–2019 academic year. It’s never been 
easier to save money or secure seats ahead 
of the general public with our Create Your 
Own Season program. More information:  
artsuaa@alaska.edu, 907-786-4849. 
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LENS ON CAMPUSDO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
YOUR ALMA MATER? CONTACT US TO SUBMIT A CLASS NOTE, 
SHARE A PHOTO OR UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION.

2003
Christen Van Treeck, 
B.B.A. ’03, is the senior 
project manager at 
Carlile Transportation 
Systems. Van Treeck 
celebrated a 21-year 
career with a feature story 
in the People of Saltchuk 
magazine alongside 
her husband and high 
school sweetheart Leon 
Dwiggins, safety director 
at sister company Delta 
Western Petroleum.

2005
Phillip Olt, A.A. ’05, 
acquired his Ed.D. in 
adult and postsecondary 
education administration 
from the University of 
Wyoming in May 2018 
and has accepted a 
position as assistant 
professor at Fort Hays 
State University in Kansas.

2005
Holly Parsons, B.A. ’05, 
joined Alaska Regional 
Hospital in June 2018 
as the new director of 

business development. 
Parsons was previously 
account manager at 
Alaska Business Monthly.

2006
Keith Baxter, B.A. ’06, 
was hired as account 
executive for MSI 
Communications. Born 
and raised in Soldotna, 
Baxter was previously 
the director of member 
relations for the Kenai 
Peninsula Tourism 
Marketing Council.

2010
Sunny Gill, M.P.H. ’10, is 
a longtime competitive 
cyclist and fi nished in 
second place in the 
Armed Forces Cycling 
Classic, Clarendon Cup in 
Arlington, Virginia.

2013
Britt’Nee Brower, A.A. 
’13, partnered with her 
Native corporation, 
the Ukpeagvik Inupiat 
Corporation, to release 
a coloring book titled 

“Names of Animals” in 
an eff ort to preserve 
the Inupiat language for 
future generations.

2015
Judson Adams, B.A. ’15, 
graduated from Loyola 
Law School in New 
Orleans with his Juris 
Doctor in May 2018. He is 
currently studying to take 
the Alaska Bar Exam in 
February 2019.

2017
Byron Lowe, B.B.A. ’17, 
was promoted to oversee 
the Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
location in the McCarran 
International Airport in 
Las Vegas and manage 
a staff  of 45 people. 
Lowe began working for 
Enterprise in 2017 in their 
management training 
program. While attending 
UAA, Lowe worked as 
a student caller with 
Phonathon and moved 
his way up to become 
supervisor.

CLASS NOTES

Thomas McIntyre � lms the “Lunch with the 
Legends: A Chat with TNL Alum” panel, featuring 
(from left): moderator and TNL copy editor 
Mariah DeJesus-Remaklus, himself, Natasha 
Price, Rosey Robards and Ammon Swenson.

seawolf.forever@alaska.edu
connect
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Judson Adams with his brother and father following his 
graduation from Loyola Law School in New Orleans.

More than 20 percent of the sta�  at Anchorage ad agency MSI 
Communications are Seawolves! From left: web developer Bryan 
Meshke, UAA adjunct professor since 2015; founder and president 
Laurie Fagnani, B.A. ’86; associate creative director Tara Storter, 
B.A. ’02; account executive Colleen Bailey, B.A. ’18; and account 
executive Keith Baxter, B.A. ’06.



Nonprofi t
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Permit No 107
Anchorage AKOffi ce of University Advancement

University of Alaska Anchorage
3211 Providence Drive, ADM 236  •  Anchorage, AK  99508

Seawolf Athletics and 

the O�  ce of Alumni 

Relations are o� ering 

alumni a special 

package deal to a series 

of 2018–19 home games. 

Save nearly 60% o�  

regular ticket prices!  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Alumni Center | 907-786-1942 | seawolf.forever@alaska.edu | Facebook.com/AlumniUAA

To purchase this package, call 

907-786-6248 or use code WOLF+Your 

Alumni WolfCard Number online at 

bit.ly/2x29lif or at the Alaska Airlines 

Center Box O�  ce. Stay up-to-date 

with Seawolf Athletics by texting 

SEAWOLVES to 90561.

go


