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molding skills for 
real-life advocacy
Anna Marquez signed up for MUN 
after enrolling at UAA in 2010.

“I had heard this course was particularly 
interesting and fun,” said Marquez, 
B.A. Political Science and International 
Studies ’14, who is currently a Seattle 
University law student. 

“I was excited when I found out the 
course also satisfi ed my requirement 
credits toward my degree,” she said. 
“Professor Pace’s personality and drive 
for student engagement throughout the 
semester forced students to strengthen 
their oral advocacy skills and self-
confi dence.”

The most memorable part of MUN, 
Marquez said, was traveling to the U.N. 
in New York with Dr. Dalee Sambo 

Dorough, a professor and former 
chairperson and expert member with 
the United Nations’ Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues. Dorough brought 
UAA students with her for each year 
she served as an expert member of the 
forum.

“Model United Nations encourages 
students to strategize, dispute in a 
professional manner and seek to resolve 
confl ict through discussion,” Marquez 
said. “It was wonderful to see these 
same tools being implemented in real 
life while shadowing Dr. Dorough at 
the U.N.”

viewing the world 
through another 
culture’s lens
Now in its 25th year on campus, 
MUN has shaped generations of UAA 
students, including the Thiru sisters. 

Meneka is pursuing a master’s in 
library and information sciences at the 
University of Washington. “[I’m] fueled 
by the desire to help patrons see the 
world through di� erent perspectives 
by accessing new and valuable 
information,” she said. “MUN helped 
pave that path for me, showing me the 
value of viewing the world through 
another culture’s lens.”

Nithya found a mentor in Professor 
Kimberly Pace, who runs MUN. “It 
was Kimberly who encouraged me 
to apply to graduate schools,” Nithya 
said. Now, she studies human rights 
and humanitarian policy at Columbia 
University. “My interest in human 
rights policy work began with MUN,” 
she said. “It’s a privilege to be where I 
am, and I owe much of that to UAA’s 
Model United Nations program.”

experience of putting yourself in the 
shoes of another country and working 
with other students/countries to fi nd 
mutually benefi cial solutions to the 
world’s problems was thrilling,” she said.

Nithya says MUN forces students to 
explore other perspectives. “Now more 
than ever we need that — empathy for 
people who may not look like us, who 
may live across borders, but who have 
aspirations, dreams and goals just like 
anyone else,” she said. 

The Thirus deeply understand the need 
because their parents fl ed civil war in 
Sri Lanka. “Those experiences shaped 
how my parents see the world and how 
I see it,” Nithya said. “I’ve always been 
a global citizen. MUN gave me tools I 
needed to do what it has always been in 
me to do — to do the necessary work of 
creating a better, more just world.”

The moment that transformed Nithya 
Thiru’s life happened in her freshman 
year of high school, at lunch. “A friend 
of mine dragged me to an informational 
session about Model United Nations,” 
said Nithya, B.A. History ’14. “I was 
terrifi ed, because it involved so much 
public speaking, but I did it anyway to 
appease my friend.”

The pair then attended the MUN 
conference at UAA: “Shy 15-year-
old me didn’t say a word the entire 
conference; I just observed, but what I 
witnessed amazed and astounded me.”

The Model United Nations of 
Alaska convenes every year at UAA; 
high school and university students 
participate in a simulation focusing 
on one issue. This year, that event 
happened Feb. 22–24. Its focus? 
“Global Cooperation Under Siege.”

UAA’s Department of Political 
Science coordinates MUN, with 
UAA’s “Secretariat” organizing and 
participating. MUN is also a college 
course allowing students to earn credit 
for helping coordinate and participate in 
the annual event. 

Nithya immersed herself in MUN 
throughout high school and UAA. 
“What drew me in was the theater of 
it all,” she said. “Everyone had a role 
to play. Russia was constantly making 
shady deals under the table; Venezuela 
was forever waxing poetic about 
socialism; and never did a conference 
go by in which the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea didn’t cause a 
ruckus.”

Nithya’s sister, Meneka Thiru, B.A. 
International Studies and Spanish 
’12, also engaged in MUN. “The 

 ‘ mun gave me the tools i needed 
  to do what it has always been 
  in me to do’
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alumni life find t hem pursuing 
t heir dre a ms a ll o v er 
a l ask a , t he uni t ed 
s tat es a nd t he w orld. 

PAGE 20: Toby Carrillo ’15, an elementary education grad, teaches youth hip-hop at Underground Dance Company 
in Anchorage. ■ Schatzie Schaefers ’96, left, with Tony-nominated Broadway actor John Cariani at the Last Frontier 
Theatre Conference. The annual event, held at Prince William Sound College, is coordinated by Dawson Moore ’97. ■ 

This March, Culinary Arts graduate Shawn Dinkins ’13 won a top soup prize for the fourth straight year at the Empty 
Bowl Project, Beans Café’s fundraising event. She is the kitchen coordinator at Covenant House Alaska youth shelter. 

PAGE 21: Dressed as a wintry Wonder 
Woman, volunteer Event Director Jenny 
Di Grappa ’14 helmed the 22nd Annual 
Alaska Ski for Women fundraiser — North 
America’s largest women-only cross-country 
ski event — on Feb. 4 at Kincaid Park. ■ 

Kurt Haider ’94 calls a Seawolf hockey game 
at Sullivan Arena. Now in his 20th season, 
he broadcasted his 700th UAA Hockey game 
this year. 
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PAGE 23: Dr. Mark Peterson, M.P.H. 
’12, volunteered several months with 
Mercy Ships onboard the Africa Mercy, 
which docked in Cameroon to provide 
free surgeries for patients. ■ Journalism 
grad and former Seawolf gymnast 
Lauren Magiera ’09 covering a Cubs 
game at Wrigley Field. Magiera is a 
sports reporter and anchor at WGN-TV 
in Chicago. 

alumni life Have pics of your life after 
UAA? Send them to

seawolf.forever@alaska.edu.

PAGE 22: Stephen Trimble ’08, 
founder and CEO of Arctic Solar 
Ventures, helps his crew install a 
solar array at UAA this winter. ■ 

Journalism grad Wesley Early ’16 is 
a web editor and producer for Alaska 
Public Media, where he interned as 
a student. ■ Kelsey Appleton ’12 
with Baby Iceworm, mascot of the 
Cordova Iceworm Festival. Kelsey is 
vice president of the Iceworm Board.
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Alumni mushers in   
The Last Great Race
Two UAA alumni raced the Iditarod this year. 
Aviation alumnus Richie Diehl ’08 of Aniak 
fi nished sixth, his best result in six years of 
running the race. Theater alumna Meredith 
Mapes ’16, of Willow, above, marshaled last 
year’s Junior Iditarod and made her rookie run 
to Nome this March. 

Five years of   
Nine in the Spine
The fi fth annual Winterfest tradition teed 
off  on Feb. 28, 2018. Teams of alumni putted 
across campus in a fundraiser event for 
the UAA Alumni Scholarship endowment 
fund. Take a look at this year’s creative 
course, designed by 18 student clubs and 
organizations, at uaa.alaska.edu/alumni.

ANSEP alumna receives 
national science award
Michele Yatchmeneff  B.S. ’05, M.S. ’09, recently 
received the Faculty Early Career Development 
Award from the National Science Foundation. 
This $500,000 research grant will fund a 
fi ve-year qualitative study on how a sense of 
belonging aff ects Alaska Native students in 
high school and how this aff ects their pursuit 
of higher education degrees in science. 
Michele, an Unangax (Aleut) woman from the 
Aleutian Islands, is an assistant professor of civil 
engineering at UAA. An ANSEP alumna, she 
joined the faculty in 2015.  

Meet Alaska’s   
Teacher of the Year
Ben Walker, M.A.T. ’06, is Alaska’s 2018 Teacher 
of the Year. A seventh grade science teacher 
at Romig Middle School in Anchorage, Ben 
attended an on-fi eld recognition at the 
College Football Championship in Atlanta in 
January. He will meet with Department of 
Education staff  in Washington, D.C. and speak 
frequently to the Alaska Commissioner of 
Education in Juneau throughout the year. Ben 
received the Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Mathematics and Science Teaching in 2013. 
His wife, Catherine Walker, M.A.T. ’06, received 
the award in 2015. 

ALUMNI NEWS BRIEFS

Spring Commencement
Sunday, May 6, 1 p.m. | 
Alaska Airlines Center
Join UAA in welcoming a new class of 
alumni. Years of hard work and dedication 
culminate in this timeless academic tradition 
and celebration of student achievement. 
Commencement could not happen without 
volunteers who contribute their time and 
energy to make this day a success. Volunteer to 
be a part of the celebration at uaa.alaska.edu/
commencement. RSVP required to attend.

Anchorage Mayor’s 
Marathon & Half-
Marathon
Saturday, June 23, 7:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
Bartlett High School / Delaney Park Strip
A summer solstice tradition, the Mayor’s 
Marathon returns for its 45th year. The course 
runs from Muldoon to the Delaney Park Strip 
downtown — off ering sweeping views of the 
city and the Chugach Mountains along the 
way. Race fees benefi t UAA Athletics. Details 
and registration: goseawolves.com. Volunteers 
are needed to help with setup, aid stations 
and more.

UAA Music 
Performances
The UAA Department of Music is winding 
down for the semester with a series of 
performances featuring students, faculty  
and alumni. All events will take place in the 
UAA Fine Arts Building Recital Hall. 
Tickets: artsuaa.com, 907-786-4849

JAZZ WEEK BENEFIT CONCERT V
Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 p.m.
Featuring UAA student instrumentalists and 
vocalists from the jazz combos. 

GUITAR ENSEMBLE
Sunday, April 29, 4 p.m.
University Guitar Ensemble performs works 
encompassing the last four centuries of 
music history, ranging from Renaissance and 
Baroque to contemporary guitar literature, 
blues and jazz. 

PIANIST SCOTT HOLDEN IN CONCERT
Friday, May 4, 7:30 p.m.
Acclaimed concert pianist and recording artist 
Scott Holden makes his Alaska debut with a 
bold and demanding program.

DON’T MISS EVENTS AT UAA to do
Theater Performance: 
Rain and Zoe Save the 
World
April 20–29, Friday & Saturday 8 p.m.; 
Sunday 5 p.m.
UAA Fine Arts Mainstage Theater
In Rain and Zoe Save the World, two Seattle 
teenagers embark on an impulsive motorcycle 
journey to join a group of oil protesters on the 
East Coast. But as they follow a major pipeline 
across the country, what began as two young 
activists’ longing to belong to something 
greater than themselves gives way to Rain 
and Zoe discovering that the true danger of 
this world might just be growing up. Tickets: 
artsuaa.com, 907-786-4849

Kachemak Bay  
Writers’ Conference
June 8–12 | Land’s End Resort, Homer
This nationally recognized writing conference 
features 16 visiting and Alaskan essayists, 
novelists and poets conducting workshops, 
readings and panel presentations in fi ction, 
poetry, nonfi ction and the business of writing. 
Registration required: writersconference.
homer.alaska.edu
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From the Sullivan 
Arena to Pyeongchang
Two former hockey teammates competed at 
the 2018 Winter Olympics. Mat Robinson ’09 
represented Canada at the Games, while Luka 
Vidmar ’11, above, made his Olympic debut 
with Team Slovenia in an overtime win against 
the USA. Both have played professionally since 
graduation. Luka is currently a defenseman in 
the Austrian Hockey League; Mat has played in 
Russia’s KHL since 2014.



LENS ON CAMPUSDO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
YOUR ALMA MATER? CONTACT US TO SUBMIT A CLASS NOTE, 
SHARE A PHOTO OR UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION.

1972
Jesse Arrington III, M.Ed., 
formerly taught in 
Anchorage and Kodiak, 
served as special assistant 
to the commissioner of 
education in Juneau, 
researched education 
at UAF, and retired as 
superintendent of the 
Alaska Public Lands 
Information Center in 
2008. Now living in San 
Antonio, he recently 
published his fi rst 
educational children’s 
book, “The Villains of 
Splazat,” which recently 
won the Mom’s Choice 

Award — Silver Medallion 
honoring excellence in a 
children’s book. “Alaska 
has really been good 
to me. I had so many 
incredible jobs there,” he 
said. “All my experiences 
seeped through, ending 
in this book for kids.”

1989
Lori Carrell, M.Ed. 
Guidance and Counseling, 
was recently named 
chancellor of University 
of Minnesota Rochester. 
She joined the health-
focused university in 
2014, having previously 

directed faculty and 
curriculum development 
at University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh for 23 years.

1990
Patricia Manhire, B.S. 
Nursing Science, M.S. 
Nursing Science ’95, 
is now an emergency 
medicine specialist at 
Terrebonne General 
Medical Center in 
Houma, Louisiana. After 
working as a family 
nurse practitioner in 
Alaska, she went on to 
earn her doctorate of 
osteopathic medicine 
from Kansas City 
University of Medicine 
and Biosciences and 
completed an emergency 
medicine internship and 
emergency medicine 
residency in Lansing, 
Michigan. 

1998
Tim Popp, B.S. 
Technology, is an 
equipment specialist 
for Boeing in Pleasant 
View, Utah. He received 
a master’s in information 

technology from 
Florida Institute of 
Technology in March of 
2012 and a doctorate of 
management degree 
in homeland security 
from Colorado Technical 
University last year.  

2004
Charlie Spaulding, B.B.A. 
Management Information 
Systems, is a major in the 
U.S. Air Force. He focuses 
on cyber forces and 
strategy and is currently 
stationed at the Pentagon 
working with the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff . 

2004
Andy Rupert, B.S. Natural 
Science, is a major and a 
career air battle manager 
in the U.S. Air Force 
with assignment in the 
Airborne Warning and 
Control System (AWACS), 
the Control and Reporting 
Center (CRC) and the 
U.S. Air Force Weapons 
School. He is currently 
attending Air Command 
and Staff  College at 
Maxwell Air Force Base in 

Montgomery, Alabama, 
and will graduate in 
June with a master’s 
of military operational 
art and science with an 
emphasis in multidomain 
operational strategy.  
After graduation, Andy 
and his family — wife 
Mindy Rupert, B.S. 
Mathematics ’04, and 
their two children — will 
relocate to the 606th 
Air Control Squadron at 
Aviano Air Base, Italy, for a 
three-year assignment.

2009
Valerie Baalerud, B.A. 
History, M.A.T. Education 
’11, received Alaska’s 
Milken Educator Award 
at a surprise all-school 
assembly at Eagle River 
High School. An AP 
History teacher and chair 
of the history department, 
she is one of 44 teachers 
nationwide selected to 
receive the award and its 
$25,000 prize this school 
year. 

CLASS NOTES

The online magazine can be found at: tinyurl.com/alumnispirit

Lauren Stanford works on a clay 
sculpture during the Intermediate/
Advanced Handbuilt Ceramics course 
in the Fine Arts Building.seawolf.forever@alaska.edu

U.S. Air Force Majors, from L to R, Gerrit Dalman ’03, Charlie 
Spaulding ’03, and Andy Rupert ’04, at a conference at the 
Pentagon in December. All were members of Air Force ROTC 
Detachment 001 while at UAA.  

connect
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ALUMNI 
IN THE SKY

Whether you’re racing Mt. Marathon or 

flying your floatplane to the cabin, take 

us with you on your elevated adventures. 

Contact the Alumni Center, and we’ll deliver 

Seawolf stickers direct to your door. 

 Brad Watts, B.S. Geomatics 
’05, is a land surveyor at 
CRW Engineering Group in 
Anchorage, where he works 
on mapping projects across 
the region with the help of a 
mighty six-rotor Aibot 
X6 V2 drone. Half the technical 
sta�  at CRW — 33 employees 
total — are UAA graduates and 
many started as college interns.  
“We would not be able to run 
our business here without UAA,” 
said Managing Partner Michael 
Rabe, B.S. Civil Engineering ’84.

Alumni Center | 907-786-1942 | seawolf.forever@alaska.edu | Facebook.com/AlumniUAA


