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On Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, graduates in black robes 
and mortarboards with green and gold tassels fi lled the 
Alaska Airlines Center for UAA’s fall commencement. 
In the College of Engineering section, Mike Swalling, 
M.S. Engineering Management ’18, looks three rows 
ahead to catch a glimpse of his son, Chase Swalling, B.S.  
Construction Management ’18. Both father and son are 
sharing this momentous occasion, with Mike completing his 
master’s degree and Chase earning his bachelor’s. 

Swalling is a name that has been in Alaska since 1947, when 
Mike’s father started Swalling Construction Company. The 
company was handed down from father to son, and Mike 
took over in 1972 after graduating with a civil engineering 
degree from Santa Clara University in California. For Mike, 
life took its meandering turns. He married, had children  
and juggled business and home life, leaving no time for 
graduate school.

“It was just one of those things that hangs in the back of 
your mind — you started it; you really ought to fi nish,” 
said Mike of fi nishing his master’s degree. “You know, your 
mother tells you, ‘Finish what you start.’” 

Chase’s educational path was not typical either; he did not 
immediately attend college after graduating from high 
school. Growing up in Alaska’s construction industry, he 
instead jumped into the family business. It wasn’t until his 
late 20s that he felt the need to earn a college degree. 

“It took me awhile to decide,” said Chase. “There was this 
confl ict of, ‘Do I need to?’” He worried his lack of a degree 
would be a disadvantage in an industry increasingly looking 
for a degree on applicants’ resumes when hiring. Chase 
didn’t want to be left out if an opportunity came knocking, 
so heading to UAA made the most sense. 

Since graduating, Mike’s been doing construction consulting 
work, while Chase began a career at Davis Constructors & 
Engineers Inc. For both father and son, UAA helped shape 
their path in achieving their educational goals. 

Mike said with a big smile, “It was a big year — it was a big 
year for everybody!”

A tale of two 
graduates
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Everyone in Anchorage remembers where they were at 
8:29 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 30, 2018. Jeremy Zidek, B.A. 
Journalism and Public Communications ’02, was cozy in 
bed, enjoying a well-deserved day o� . Then the earthquake 
hit, and his plans to relax crumbled. Duty called.

Zidek works as a public information o�  cer for Alaska’s 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
(DHSEM). When emergency strikes, his job is to 
communicate crucial information to the community quickly, 
thoroughly and across all media channels. 

“We are the o�  cial source for information,” Zidek describes. 
“It’s my job to go out there and talk to people during disasters 
about what they should do, what emergency protective 
measures they can take, and to give them information that 
really paints the picture of what’s going on.”

The specifi cs of Zidek’s responsibilities shift depending on 
which one of three modes DHSEM fi nds itself in. Most of 
the time, he is in preparation mode. In this phase, his role 
involves helping the public prepare for disaster so when the 
second mode arrives, they aren’t caught o�  guard.

That second mode is disaster response, most recently 
experienced in Anchorage on Nov. 30. The picture Zidek 
paints of this mode is like a movie scene: a room lined with 
screens running the news, fi lled with o�  cials monitoring the 
situation and dispatching emergency services.

While DHSEM is still engaged in some disaster response 
activity, Zidek has e� ectively moved into the third mode: 
recovery. Under this phase, his communications include 
notifying survivors about the disaster recovery programs 
available to them.

By Zidek’s own estimation, Anchorage’s seamless transition 
from response to recovery is due to the strong infrastructure 
already in place, which is also a testament to how valuable 
the work done during preparedness mode can be. 

Whereas other communities experiencing catastrophic events 
struggle while waiting for federal aid, Alaska’s own assistance 
programs proved a su�  cient holdover by the time a federal 
declaration was approved on Jan. 29, 2019. “As Alaskans, 
we have to consider ourselves very fortunate,” says Zidek. 
“There’s a bit of luck, but also a lot of preparation.”

Prepare. Respond. Recover.
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 WHERE 
 ARE 
 THEY 
 NOW? 

Wesley Early, B.A. Journalism 
and Public Communications ’16  
Wesley Early puts locals from around the state on the radio 
with Alaska Public Media’s (APM) 49 Voices, a series about 
the everyday lives of the modern Alaskan. In addition to 
hosting 49 Voices, Early holds APM’s education beat and is 
producer of Alaska News Nightly, as well as the web editor 
for alaskapublic.org. But before Early realized his destiny was 
to pursue the news, he was honing his journalism skills on 
the school bus as a kid.

Born in England, Early is the son of a linguist for the 
Department of Defense, which meant moving a lot. When 
he moved to Alaska in his teens, he’d lived in four countries 
and three U.S. states. He mastered asking people the right 
questions early on, which eventually led him to his career. 

What other people fi nd mundane in the everyday routine, 
Early fi nds fascinating. It’s the details of peoples’ lives that 
excites him and prompts him to learn more. 

“I didn’t know what I wanted to do, but knew I wanted it to 
be interviewing people and making some type of sound piece 
out of it,” said Early. 

In the fi nal semester of his senior year, Early caught his big 
break when he applied for an internship at APM. Radio 
provided a unique and powerful venue for storytelling and he 
was immediately hooked.

“I kind of fell in love with radio reporting because I thought 
of it as more personal,” he said. “I’m just talking to someone 
and all you hear is their voice, there’s no distraction.”

As a recent graduate working in his degree fi eld, Early feels 
lucky. He’s not sure he’ll stay in Alaska, but for now he’s 
passionate about fi nding the details in the ordinary to tell a 
story that’s extraordinary.

Gondek sought the help and advice of the Small Business 
Development Center, a UAA-hosted program that provides 
free assistance to entrepreneurs to guide them through the 
process of launching and growing their small business.

She also credits her fi nance education for providing the 
foundation she needed to open her bridal boutique. “I 
think about some of the classes I took at UAA and they 
really taught me how to negotiate, because you’re always 
negotiating contracts with vendors,” she said. “I mean all 
my classes — marketing, economics, statistics, even real 
estate — it all rolls together and I can defi nitely attribute my 
education background to some of my success.”

Nearly fi ve years later, business is good and Gondek has 
established herself as one of the go-to places for a personal 
bridal experience in Alaska, and that makes her happy 
and proud. She may have missed out on the Alaska bridal 
experience she wanted, but now through Bateau Bridal 
Boutique, she’s able to provide that to brides-to-be from all 
over the state.

There are currently 50,000 UAA alumni spread across 
the globe working in industries from media and 
marketing to business and fi nance and many sectors in 
between. Many have landed careers directly related to 
their majors, while others have used the skills developed 
in their degree programs for entrepreneurial pursuits.

So what does it look like to be a UAA alumni 5, 10, 
15 and 20 years after graduation? According to these 
four — a radio journalist, a small business owner, an 
entrepreneur and a historian — being a member of 
#SeawolfNation has helped them realize their career 
goals and dreams.

NO 
DISTRACTIONS 
IN RADIO

Tara Gondek, B.B.A. Finance ’09 
For as long as Tara Gondek can remember, she had always 
planned on owning her own business, and in fall 2014 she 
opened the doors to Bateau Bridal Boutique in Anchorage. 
Gondek was inspired to open the boutique after her own 
experience shopping for wedding dresses in Alaska, and 
realized there was a need for brides to have another in-state 
option to shop for their perfect bridal gown.  

Gondek said her business and fi nance degree helped her  
open the doors to her shop and keep it open past the crucial 
fi ve-year mark, a make-it-or-break-it milestone for many 
small businesses. 

“It’s hard work when you work for yourself, but also so 
fulfi lling when you see the smile on a bride’s face when she 
fi nds ‘The One,’” she said. 

Linda Leary, M.S. Global Supply Chain 
Management ’04 
For more than 30 years, UAA alumna Linda Leary has 
been a leader in Alaska business. Recently, she opened 
Leary Consulting, a full-service fi rm specializing in 

THE 
BRIDAL 
EXPERIENCE

AN 
ENTREPRENEURIAL
SPIRIT
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on natural resource and environmental history, while a 
smaller percentage has been on public health history or 
bibliographic work.

For about six years, Stirling wrote extensively on many 
aspects of Alaska history, from mining to navigability. But 
he and his wife, also a historian, decided they’d had enough 
Alaska winters and moved south to Seattle. It was the fi rst of 
several attempts to regroove.

Su�  ce to say, the regroove worked out. Stirling landed a job 
with an engineering fi rm as an environmental historian.

“I got in on the ground fl oor of the environmental 
assessment business. I became one of the fi rst historians 
to do work called Phase 1 environmental site assessments 
and PRP [potentially responsible party] searches,” Stirling 
said. Essentially, for nine years, Stirling would dive into 
a company’s history over its piece of property and assess 
what was done, how it was done and if the treatment of the 
property was appropriate for the environment. But after an 
economic downturn in Seattle’s real estate market, Stirling 
found himself in the familiar place of needing to regroove 
again. This time, Stirling’s skills as a researcher landed  
him a senior information specialist and historian job at a 
toxicology fi rm. 

In 2005, Stirling needed one last career shake up and this 
time struck out on his own to create Stirling Consulting. “It’s 
just been gangbusters — the best move I ever made,” he said.

helping companies grow, from developing strategic plans to 
executing sales and marketing. 

For the majority of Leary’s career, she was president and 
CEO of Carlile Transportation, growing the company 
from an eight person team to more than 700 employees 
and 10 facilities nationwide. She was also the brain behind 
pitching Carlile to the History Channel, resulting in the 
transportation company being featured on the hit TV show 
Ice Road Truckers. Leary has business savvy in spades, and in 
2015, she used her industry skills to turn her favorite hobby 
of fl y fi shing into a profi table boutique clothing company, 
Fishewear, which specializes in women’s sport fi shing gear.

“I decided I wanted to do this and get it o�  the ground 
before I regretted not ever doing it,” said Leary in a 2016 
UAA Green & Gold News interview of her new company. 
Although sports gear had come a long way for women in 
other recreational sports, the fi shing industry left much to be 
desired in women’s clothing, so Leary created her own. 

In 2018, Leary’s Fishewear brand collaboration with Orvis, 
an outdoor clothing company that’s recently focused on 
women’s clothing, created Orvis + Fishe Slingpack, an 
instant bestseller. 

Although Leary’s career has lapsed into seemingly unrelated 
industries, from logistics and transportation to clothing 
design and fi nally consulting, the one constant is her ability 
to adapt and apply her business and entrepreneurial skills to 
whatever market she is in.

Leary said she’s curious by nature and understands that 
starting a business, in whatever industry, takes a lot of sweat 
and tears and a sense of reality in what can be done. “It’s not 
going to happen overnight,” she says of growing a business.

Dale Stirling, B.A. History ’80 
It’s not often that right after graduating one lands their 
dream job in their chosen degree fi eld. But history 
alumnus Dale Stirling did. In fact, Stirling is still working 
in the history fi eld as a consultant and recently published 
The Nanotechnology Revolution: A Global Bibliographic 
Perspective. 

When Stirling graduated from UAA, he was immediately 
o� ered a position with the Department of Natural  
Resources as a sta�  historian. Much of his career has focused 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE FOR A STUDENT, OR SUPPORT 
EXCELLENCE IN AN AREA OF PERSONAL 
MEANING TO YOU. UAA.ALASKA.EDU/GIVE
907-786-4847

Smart moms inspire each other  

give.

LINKING
THE 
PAST

It was amazing when UAA alumna Terry Gryting, B.S. 
Civil Engineering ’17, and dual mechanical engineering 
bachelor’s and master’s student Kelsey Frazier met recently 
— it was the fi rst time the two had crossed paths. 

Both Kelsey and Terry have been connected to Alaska’s 
engineering industry in one way or another over the last 10 
years, but it wasn’t until Kelsey received the Smart Mom 
Scholarship established by Terry that the two met. 

Terry created the scholarship upon graduating from UAA to 
encourage and inspire other parents like herself to return to 
school mid-career and life to pursue an engineering degree. 
Kelsey is exactly the kind of student Terry was hoping to 
help. What she didn’t realize was, “I was thinking I was 
encouraging Kelsey [with the scholarship] when it turns out 
that she had also been encouraging me.” 

When Kelsey graduated from high school, she helped 
establish Alaska’s fi rst robotics programs, including the 

FIRST Lego League. Coincidently, at the time, Terry was 
Girl Scouts of Alaska’s STEM manager and applied for a 
grant with FIRST Lego League to launch the nonprofi t’s 
robotics team. For many years, Terry and Girl Scouts across 
the state participated in the robotics program Kelsey had 
created. In fact, that experience played a large role in Terry’s 
decision to change careers, go back to school and become an 
engineer. 

As a recipient of scholarships herself, Terry wanted to give 
back, but could not have imagined how her story would  
come full circle.
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alumni life find t hem pursuing 
t heir dre a ms a ll o v er 
a l ask a , t he uni t ed 
s tat es a nd t he w orld. 
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PAGE 20: UAA Fine Arts Building manager, stage lighting pro and co-owner of 49th State Tours Cedar Cussins, 
B.A. ’05, on the catwalk above the Mainstage Theater. ■ Portugal. The Man singer John Gourley Instagrams a bite 
of muktuk that he is about to eat. Bethel-raised writer Don Rearden (right), M.F.A. ’05, partakes as well. (Loren 
Holmes / Anchorage Daily News) ■ Pearl-Grace Pantaleone, B.A. ‘14, recently earned the designation of Certified 
Professional Services Marketer from the Society for Marketing Professional Services.

PAGE 21: Anchorage rock band Thera, which 
includes guitarist Ronnie Plate, B.S. ’10;  
guitarist John Mason Venhaus, A.A. ’15, 
B.S. ’17, B.A. ’18; and frontwoman Stephanie 
Plate, B.S. ’09, rehearse to open for national 
act Taking Back Sunday. ■ Alaska Native 
Cultural Charter School teacher Danielle Riha, 
B.Ed. ’01, is the 2019 Alaska Teacher of the 
Year, and is one of four finalists for 2019 
National Teacher of the Year.
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alumni life Have pics of your life after 
UAA? Send them to

seawolf.forever@alaska.edu.
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PAGE 23: Pick.Click.Give. program 
manager for The Alaska Community 
Foundation and scuba instructor of 
eight years Jessie Lavoie, M.P.A. ’15, 
giving lessons in Whittier. ■ Former 
track and field student-athlete David 
Registe, B.S. ’12, is the director of 
programs at The Dome in Anchorage.

PAGE 22: Kelcie Ralph, B.A. ’09, 
presenting “Childhood Car Access: 
Long-term Consequences for 
Education, Employment and Earnings.”  
■ CBPP adjunct professor John 
Duffy, B.A. ’79, receives an honorary 
doctorate from the National University 
of Mongolia on Feb. 28. ■ Joe Howell, 
A.A.S. ’15, B.B.A. ’16, planning his 
next shot during the annual Alumni 
ParTee: Nine in the Spine event at UAA.
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The 49th state ranks 
first with women 
entrepreneurs
During a Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Week celebration event on Oct. 16 at UAA, 
lead analyst for the Center for Economic 
Development Richelle Johnson, B.A. ’15, 
reported that 26 percent of all employer fi rms 
in Alaska are owned by women, which is 
the highest in the U.S. The majority of those 
businesses are less than fi ve years old, with 
71 percent having fewer than fi ve employees 
and 15 percent earning more than $1 million 
annually. Data also suggests these female-
owned companies drive job growth in Alaska, 
with 89 percent of new employment in the 
private sector stemming from business less 
than fi ve years old.

Scaling the e� ects of 
ca� eine on the tallest 
mountain in the world
UAA’s Sleep and Chronobiology Lab team, 
which includes English alumna Trina Musliu, 
B.A. ’18, assistant professor of biological 
sciences Chris Jung, Ph.D., and MEDEX 
graduate Rich Wehling, recently studied the 
eff ects of caff eine at high altitudes. Jung 
and Wehling traveled to Everest Base Camp 
in Nepal, gave climbers a caff eine pill and 
ran them through a series of cognitive tests. 
Analysis is ongoing, but preliminary results 
indicate that caff eine is compensatory with 
high altitude, meaning the benefi ts of caff eine, 
like its ability to strengthen cognitive function, 
can lessen the negative eff ects of high 
altitude, such as tachycardia and tachypnea.

Two new members   
join the UAAAA board 
of directors
The UAA Alumni Association is pleased 
to announce the addition of two new 
board members. Journalism and public 
communications alumna Cassidy Davis, B.A. 
’10, currently oversees brand communications 
for Conrac Solutions in Seattle. She also 
serves as scholarship chair for the Public 
Relations Society of America Puget Sound 
Chapter. Aviation technology alumnus Mark 
Skolnick, B.S. ’01, is a fi rst offi  cer with Alaska 
Airlines-Virgin America, and practices law 
in Anchorage. Previously, he was a fl ight 
instructor and adjunct professor at UAA for 
nearly eight years, and graduated from UCLA 
School of Law in 2007.

Alumni meet with 
legislators in Juneau
UAA director of alumni engagement Tina 
Teaford, UAA Alumni Association board 
member Crystal Enkvist, B.A. ’93, M.P.A. ’13, 
and Emily Edenshaw, B.A. ’12, joined alumni 
from UAF and UAS in Juneau for the annual 
Legislative Fly-in. Over the fi rst week of 
February, they met with state offi  cials and 
participated in legislative meetings to 
advocate on behalf of the UA system. 

Middle school teacher 
up for 2019 National 
Teacher of the Year
In October 2018, middle school teacher 
Danielle Riha, B.Ed. ’01 was named 2019 Alaska 
Teacher of the Year. Three months later in 
January, Riha was announced as one of four 
fi nalists for 2019 National Teacher of the Year. 
This spring, Riha will travel to Washington, 
D.C. with her fellow fi nalists to participate in 
the national competition. Riha teaches at the 
Alaska Native Cultural Charter School and has 
been with the school since its founding in 
2007.

ALUMNI NEWS BRIEFS

UAA Music 
Performances
The UAA Department of Music is winding 
down for the semester with a series of 
performances featuring students, faculty and 
alumni. Events include Jazz Week Benefi t 
Concert, Sinfonia, Guitar Ensemble and pianist 
Blair McMillen in concert. Calendar and ticket 
information: artsuaa.com, 907-786-4849

Theater Performance: 
Frozen
April 26–28, Friday & Saturday 8 p.m.; 
Sunday 5 p.m.
UAA Fine Arts Mainstage Theater

Three characters — a mother whose 10-year-
old daughter goes missing, a grieving 
American academic writing about serial killers 
and a serial child murderer — intersect over 
grief, trauma and murder. Along the way, 
they pursue the possibility of forgiveness and 
healing. By Bryony Lavery, directed by UAA 
theater major Taran Haynes. Tickets: artsuaa.
com, 907-786-4849 

Spring Commencement
Sunday, May 5, 1 p.m.
Alaska Airlines Center
Join UAA in celebrating a new class of alumni! 
Commencement could not happen without 
volunteers who contribute their time and 
energy to make this day a success. Volunteer 
to be a part of the celebration: uaa.alaska.edu/
commencement. RSVP required to attend.

Anchorage Mayor’s 
Marathon &   
Half-Marathon
Saturday, June 22, 7:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
Bartlett High School / Delaney Park Strip
A summer solstice tradition, the Mayor’s 
Marathon returns for its 46th year. The course 
runs from Muldoon to the Delaney Park Strip 
downtown, off ering sweeping views of the 
city and the Chugach Mountains along the 
way. Race fees benefi t UAA Athletics. Details 
and registration: mayorsmarathon.com. 
Volunteers are needed to help with setup, aid 
stations and more.

DON’T MISS EVENTS AT UAA to do
Kachemak Bay  
Writers’ Conference
June 14–18 | Land’s End Resort, Homer
This nationally recognized writing conference 
features visiting and Alaskan essayists, novelists 
and poets conducting workshops, readings 
and panel presentations in fi ction, poetry, 
nonfi ction and the business of writing. Award-
winning poet, essayist and naturalist Diane 
Ackerman is this year’s keynote. Registration 
required: writersconf.kpc.alaska.edu. 

Nominate an   
Alumni of Distinction
Deadline: Monday, June 17
Celebrate the successes of alumni who make 
important contributions in their communities 
by submitting a nomination for the Alumni of 
Distinction Awards! Categories include Alumni 
of Achievement, Alumni Humanitarian and 
Alumni Emerging Leader. Visit uaa.alaska.edu/
alumni for information and nomination forms. 

Homecoming Breakfast
Friday, Oct. 4, 7:30 a.m. 
Save the date and join us on Friday, Oct. 4, as 
we recognize our Alumni of Distinction at the 
Homecoming Breakfast. 
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Richelle Johnson, B.A. ’15

go

help



LENS ON CAMPUS

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
YOUR ALMA MATER? CONTACT US TO SUBMIT A CLASS NOTE, 
SHARE A PHOTO OR UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION.

1980
Dale Stirling, B.A. ’80, 
published his most recent 
historical bibliography, 
titled The Nanotechnology 
Revolution: A Global 
Bibliographic Perspective, in 
January 2018.

1988
Dottye Holt, B.A. ’88, 
retired in June 2018 from 
Verizon Communications 
after a 20-year career as 
a technical writer and 
editor, webmaster and 
project manager.

1993
Crystal Enkvist, B.A. ’93, 
M.P.A. ’13, and her family 
were featured on the 
cover of the January 
2019 issue of Southside 
Neighbors magazine.

1996
Doreen Schenkenberger, 
B.B.A. ’96, was an inductee 
during the 29th annual 
YWCA Alaska/BP Women 
of Achievement and 
Youth Awards. 

1999
Jeremy Worrall, A.A.S. 
’99, B.S. ’02, has been 
elected to serve on the 
board of directors of the 

Northwest Chapter of the 
American Association of 
Airport Executives. 

1999
Sarah Pederson, B.B.A. 
’99, was named as the 
Anchorage Press’ second 
Person of the Year for 
overcoming breast 
cancer and her work in 
Anchorage’s live music 
community.

2002
Jason Pierce, M.B.A. ’02, 
has been promoted 
to partner at Boston 
CPA fi rm Edelstein and 
Company LLP as of 
January 2019.

2011
Stacie Meisner, B.A. ’11, 
M.A. ’15, rejoined the 
Seawolves volleyball 
staff  in 2019 for her third 
season overall and her 
fi rst as the program’s top 
assistant coach.

2014
Micah Chelimo, B.S ’14, 
recently established the 
Kapkoi Athletics and 
Leadership Academy, a 

camp where he advises 
and mentors students in 
Kenya who are seeking 
scholarships at U.S. 
colleges and universities.

2017
Johanna Richter, B.A. ’17, 
joined Cornell’s debate 
coaching staff  where she’s 
responsible for coaching 
students in World Schools 
Debate, also known as 
British Parliamentary 
Debate.

2017
Brooke Pottle, A.A. ’17, 
joins the Seawolves 
volleyball staff  for her  
fi rst season as a collegiate 
assistant coach in 2019.

CLASS NOTES
This pup knows how to Howl for the Home Team!  

seawolf.forever@alaska.edu
connect
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Deadline: Monday, June 17

Celebrate the successes of alumni making 

important contributions in their communities 

by submitting a nomination for the Alumni of 

Distinction Awards! Categories include Alumni of 

Achievement, Alumni Humanitarian and Alumni 

Emerging Leader. Awardees will be honored at 

the Homecoming Breakfast on Friday, Oct. 4. Visit 

uaa.alaska.edu/alumni for award information 

and nomination forms. 

NOMINATE AN 
ALUMNI OF 

DISTINCTION 


