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2017 Reducing Recidivism Through Successful Reentry 
“Transitioning Through Cross-Collaboration” Conference 

 
 
Purpose 
This event is sponsored by grant funds provided by the Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority in partnership with the Center for Human Development/UAA to help increase 
the capacity for communities to serve Trust beneficiaries who are returning citizens to 
reduce recidivism and promote safe and healthy Alaskan communities. 
 
 
Date 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017  
Adult Track  
7:00am Registration Desk Opens 
8:15am Welcome Address 
5:00pm End of Day 
 
A Certificate of Attendance will be provided participants who request one for the track 
they attended. 
 
 
Location 
Hotel Captain Cook – Discovery Ballrooms (Street Level) 
939 W. 5th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
1 (800) 843-1950 
www.captaincook.com 
 
 
Conference Materials 
In an effort to go green, all presentations and handouts for this track is available online 
at http://bit.ly/SRRR2017 or you can scan the QR Code below:   
     

     
 

 

Accommodation Request 
 

To ensure the best learning environment for all participants, please refrain 
from wearing scents. 

 
 
  



 

12th Annual “Reducing Recidivism Through Successful Reentry” 
Conference: Transition Though Cross-Collaboration 

 ADULT TRACK 

DATE: Wednesday - March 8, 2017 Location: Hotel Captain Cook 

7:00-8:15 Open Registration/Coffee Service in the Aft Deck 
Participants settle into their assigned tables in the Mid & Fore Deck 

8:15-8:30 Welcome Address  
Steve Williams, Chief Operating Officer - The Alaska Mental Health 
Authority  

8:30-10:30 Keynote: The Intersection of Criminal Justice Reform and Medicaid 
Reform: Health Care as a Key Intercept to Recidivism 
Judge Stephanie Rhoades - Alaska Court System   
L. Diane Casto - State of Alaska, Department of Health & Social Services 

10:30-10:45 15 Minute Break  

10:45-12:00 Session 1: Statewide Reentry Efforts  
Morgen Jaco, Marian Lilley, & Geri Miller-Fox - Department of Corrections 
Kate Sumey - Alaska Court System  
Donald Revels -Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

12:00-1:15 Networking Lunch & Exhibit Visit – Ask the Experts*  
Use this relaxing opportunity to break bread with other professionals outside of 
your agency and/or community!  Exchange business cards as well as tricks of 
the trade you use in your community to support individuals you work with.  This is 
a great time to find out “who’s doing what” and “how they’re doing it!”  

From 12:30pm-1:00pm Exhibit Visit Open in the Aft Deck 

1:15-2:30 Session 2:  A Collaborative Partnership - Reentry Coalitions 
Alysa Wooden, Department of Behavioral Health 
Don Habeger, Kara Nelson, Talia Eames, Michael Van Liden, Christina 
Love, & Teri Tibbett – Juneau Reentry Coalition Members 

2:30-2:45 15 Minute Break 

2:45-3:45 Session 3: Risk-Need-Responsivity in Corrections   
Amy Abbott & Tammy Axelsson - Department of Corrections 

3:45-4:45 Session 4: Putting It All Together  
Amy Abbott & Tammy Axelsson - Department of Corrections 

4:45-5:00 Closing and Evaluations** 

*Enter the drawing to win a $20 gift certificate from Target or Kaladi Bros. by visiting all of the 
informational booths and asking the agency representative a question about their services!  To be 
eligible, get the signature of all of the booth representatives at the conference and turn into the 
Registration Desk Staff. 

**Enter the drawing to win a $20 gift certificate from Target or Kaladi Bros. simply by turning in 
your Conference Evaluation into the Registration Desk Staff!   
  



 

ADULT TRACK SESSION ABSTRACTS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

Keynote:  
The Intersection of Criminal Justice Reform and Medicaid Reform: Health Care as 
a Key Intercept to Recidivism 
SB 91 (Criminal Justice Reform) and SB 74 (Medicaid Reform) are two significant pieces 
of legislation passed in 2016 during the 29th Alaska Legislative session.  These two 
reform efforts are intricately linked in terms of improved health and behavioral health 
care of DOC inmates, justice-involved individuals who have been released from state’s 
custody or released through furlough, probation or parole, as well as individuals awaiting 
trial that are charged, but not convicted.  During this session we will discuss both pieces 
of legislation, how we can leverage these reforms to enhance and strengthen health and 
social service outcomes for all Alaskan’s impacted by criminal justice involvement as 
well as decreasing criminal activity, reducing recidivism, and increasing the likelihood of 
improved health, safety and productivity of individuals, families, communities and the 
state. This presentation will allow time for questions and dialogue regarding these reform 
efforts and their impact at the state and community level. 
 
Upon completion of this session, participants will be able to: 

1. Discuss the goals and objectivities of SB 91, including the role of the Criminal 
Justice Commission in framing this research and evidence-based reform process.  

2. Explain the goals and objectives of SB 74, including the role of Medicaid 
expansion, behavioral health system reform and steps being taken to increase 
access to services, improve outcomes for Alaskans, and to expand payment 
options to reduce cost. 

3. Compare and contrast critical components of how these two reforms will intersect 
both at the policy level and the service delivery level, working to improve criminal 
justice and health/behavioral health care in Alaska, by working together to 
innovate and use research and data to drive decision-making. 

 
 
Session One:  
Statewide Reentry Efforts  
This panel session will highlight various statewide efforts that are critical components for 
Trust beneficiaries who are reentering the community. Representatives from the State of 
Alaska’s Department of Corrections (DOC), the Alaska Court System (ACS), and 
Department of Labor (DOL) will share their individual efforts that support reentrants as 
well as how they collaboratively work together. DOC’s Mental Health release programs, 
the Alaska Court System’s therapeutic courts, and DOC’s pre-trial division and diversion 
efforts as well as new initiatives such as DOL’s Statewide Reentry Employment Services 
will be highlighted to help conference participants navigate new approaches to 
addressing criminal justice reform in Alaska.  
 
Upon completion of this session, participants will be able to: 

1. Identify who is involved in reentry efforts on a statewide level.  
2. Describe how each system individually supports reentrants who are Trust 

beneficiaries. 
3. Explain how each system works collaboratively together to meet the needs of 

Trust beneficiaries to reduce recidivism. 
 
 



 

Session Two:  
A Collaborative Partnership - Reentry Coalitions  
Strong partnerships are critical components of a community reentry effort. Reentry 
coalitions must identify and nurture a diverse group of local and statewide stakeholders 
to build the necessary working relationships to affect change.  Coalitions must also add 
enough organizational structure to move its missions and goals forward while allowing a 
degree of independence for the generation of new ideas, operational methodologies, 
and the working through of diverse opinions.   
 
A State of Alaska Division of Behavioral Health representative will provide an overview 
on how a local community can come together to apply for funding to set up their own 
reentry coalition. A moderated panel of members from the Juneau Reentry Coalition will 
describe its development, partnerships, organization, and planning efforts in working 
with a diverse stakeholder group to build and implement an effective evidence-based 
reentry support system for returning citizens. Additionally, there will be an opportunity to 
hear from a successful reentrant(s) on their experience of what works, what doesn’t 
work, and how the audience can be a part of successful reentry. 
 
Upon completion of this session, participants will be able to: 

1. Explain the importance of local and statewide partnerships for successful 
coalitions. 

2. List a local reentry coalition’s organizational components. 
3. Explain the difference between a reentry coalition and reentry center. 
4. Outline the steps a community will have to go through to create a local reentry 

coalition. 
 
 

Session Three:  
Risk-Need-Responsivity in Corrections 
The Risk-Need-Responsivity (RNR) model is the primary model for guiding risk 
assessment and treatment. What Works research and many meta-analyses on 
intervention and rehabilitation consistently point to three foundational principles to guide 
corrections stakeholders: 1) Risk, which tells us to apply resources to the higher risk 
population to reach a greater overall improvement in recidivism, 2) Need, which tells us 
to focus interventions on the “central eight” dynamic risk factors in order to improve 
recidivism outcomes using the most critical change targets, and 3) Responsivity, which 
suggests that outcomes are generally improved when we match the mode and level of 
treatment to the client’s level of motivations, temperament and needs.  The RNR model 
is the basis for many validated risk-needs assessment instruments, such as the LSI-
R.  This block will provide a general overview of RNR, the Central Eight Criminogenic 
Needs and the Principles of Effective Correctional Intervention. 
 
Upon completion of this session, participants will be able to: 

1. Identify 3 principles of effective correctional intervention. 
2. Identify the 4 biggest risk factors for recidivism. 
3. Explain how to respond to LSI-R scores. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Session Four:  
Putting It All Together   
This interactive session will have participants using a case study of a Trust beneficiary 
who is a Returning Citizen to apply what they have learned in today’s sessions.  
 
Upon completion of this session, participants will be able to: 

1.  Identify partners within each community who can be responsive to the eight 
identified criminogenic needs recognized in the LSIR Risk/Needs assessment 

2.  Engage with community partners and develop an informal network for 
coordination of referrals for reentrants 

3.  Utilize skills learned during Session 3 to develop a responsive community reentry 
plan with example case studies provided 

 
 
Exhibit Visit 
Come and ask our invited agencies that support Alaskan justice involved youth 
questions about their programs. This is a wonderful opportunity to network with other 
agencies that can help you with your work as well as a time to get the most current 
information about their services. 
 
Upon completion of this session, participants will be able to: 

1. List who in the community serves youths who are Trust beneficiaries. 
2. Describe services provided to youths who are Trust beneficiaries. 
3. Explain how criminal behavior can affect youths who are Trust beneficiaries’ 

eligibility for other community provider services.   



 

ADULT TRACK BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Keynote: 
Judge Stephanie Rhoades 
Judge Stephanie Rhoades is a judge for the Anchorage District Court in Anchorage, 
Alaska.  In 1998, Judge Rhoades established one of the first mental health courts in 
Anchorage, Alaska (the Coordinated Resources Project.) This problem-solving court 
identifies and diverts criminally involved individuals with mental and co-occurring 
substance use disorders from the criminal justice system into the behavioral health 
system. The court is featured in Emerging Judicial Strategies for the Mentally Ill in the 
Criminal Caseload: Mental Health Courts in Fort Lauderdale, Seattle, San Bernardino, 
and Anchorage by John S. Goldkamp and Cheryl Irons-Guynn, BUREAU JUST. 
ASSISTANCE (Feb. 2001). Judge Rhoades, by appointment of the Chief Justice of the 
Alaska Supreme Court, previously served on the state-wide Alaska Criminal Justice 
Assessment Commission (chairing the Decriminalization of the Mentally Ill 
Subcommittee), the Alaska Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Therapeutic Courts 
and the Probate Rules Subcommittee on Involuntary Commitments and the Involuntary 
Administration of Psychotropic Medication.  She currently serves on the Alaska Criminal 
Justice Commission and co-chairs the Commissions Standing Committee on Behavioral 
Health; several working groups of the Alaska Criminal Justice Work Group and the 
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority Disabilities Justice Workgroup.   
 
Before taking the bench, Judge Rhoades was an assistant district attorney, an associate 
attorney in private practice, and a law clerk for the Alaska Supreme Court.  She received 
her B.A. in Legal Services from the University of Massachusetts, College of Public and 
Community Service, and her J.D. from Northeastern University School of Law.  Judge 
Rhoades is a member of the Alaska and Massachusetts bar associations.  She is an 
alumnus of The National Judicial College and joined the faculty there in 2003, teaching 
on Co-occurring Mental and Substance User Disorders and Managing Cases Involving 
Persons with Mental Disorders. She is a trainer for the Anchorage Police Department’s 
Crisis Intervention Team (Memphis model police diversion project) and a consultant to 
other jail diversion and mental health court projects, including the SAMHSA funded 
Anchorage Jail Diversion project and the Council of State Governments, the technical 
assistance provider for the Bureau of Justice Assistance Mental Health Courts Program.  
In her spare time, she is the Lead Food Coordinator for the Municipality of Anchorage’s 
Project Homeless Connect and a Compeer volunteer through Anchorage Community 
Mental Health Center. 
 
L. Diane Casto, MPA 
L. Diane Casto, MPA has been a lifelong advocate for children, parents, families and 
healthy communities.  She has worked in the areas of child abuse and neglect, youth 
services, fetal alcohol syndrome, substance abuse prevention, mental wellness, criminal 
justice and healthy families and communities since 1978.  Currently Diane is the 
Behavioral Health Policy Advisory for the Department of Health & Social Services, Office 
of the Commissioner.  Her role is to help guide and facilitate the redesign and reform of 
Alaska’s behavioral health system of care; part of the larger Medicaid reform initiative.  
Prior to this current position she served as Deputy Commissioner for the Department of 
Corrections, with a focus on positive community reentry, and as Manager of the section 
of Prevention and Early Intervention within the Alaska DHSS, Division of Behavioral 
Health.  Other past positions include the Project Director for the State’s Office of Fetal 
Alcohol Syndrome; the Director of the Alaska Division of Family and Youth Services; and 
the Executive Director of the Resource Center for Parents and Children in Fairbanks. 



 

Diane’s philosophy is that partnerships, coalitions and collaboration are always better 
than working in isolation.   Working toward a collective impact has been her life’s work. 
Diane has a B.A. degree in Anthropology from Central Washington University and a 
Master of Public Administration from the University of Washington, Daniel J. Evans 
School of Public Affairs.   
 
 
Session One: 
Morgen Jaco, Statewide Reentry Coordinator – State of Alaska, Department of 
Corrections 
Morgen Jaco has worked for the Department of Corrections since 2007; starting out in 
Seward Alaska at Spring Creek Correctional Center.   She moved to Anchorage in 2009 
to work with the inmates at the CRC’s as a Furlough Probation Officer.  Her passion has 
always been Prisoner Reentry; focused on ways to reduce recidivism and helping ease 
the transition from incarceration back out into the community.  Currently, as the Reentry 
Coordinator for the Department of Corrections; she works with different community 
entities and stakeholders addressing various barriers that reentrants experience upon 
release.   
 
Geri Miller-Fox, Division Director (Pretrial Services) – State of Alaska, Department 
of Corrections 
Geri Miller-Fox began her career as a correctional officer in 1995 with the Utah 
Department of Corrections.  She completed correctional officer and peace officer 
certification and served in a variety of positions over the course of her career.  She has 
worked as a Correctional Officer, Training Manager, Organizational Development 
Specialist, Probation and Parole Agent, Supervisor, and Community Correctional Center 
Director. 
  
In 2007, Geri accepted the position of Deputy Director of Adult Probation & Parole where 
she implemented evidence-based practices.  She then accepted a unique opportunity to 
serve as the Training Director in 2010.  After serving in this capacity, Geri moved back to 
Adult Probation and Parole in 2013, as the Division Director over community supervision 
of adult offenders.   
 
Geri has an Associate’s Degree in Science, a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and 
Biology, and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration. She served as the area chair of 
the University of Phoenix Criminal Justice Program for 10 years.  She is currently 
working on her PhD through the University of Utah, Political Science program. 
 
Marian Lilley, Mental Health Clinician III/Supervisor Mental Health Release 
Programs – State of Alaska, Department of Corrections  
Marian Lilley is a Licensed Professional Counselor and has been with the Department 
of Corrections for 4 years. She is the supervisor of Mental Health Release Programming. 
She and her staff clinically assist with, oversee or administratively manage the release 
plans of hundreds of individuals releasing from incarceration around the state who 
experience severe mental illness and/or other co-occurring disorders. Prior to that, she 
worked as a mental health clinician and SUD treatment provider and/or clinical 
supervisor at various nonprofits in Anchorage. She has been in Anchorage for almost 25 
years and is originally from Denver, CO with plans to eventually return once she retires 
from the State which she hopes is sooner rather than later. 
 



 

Kate Sumey, MA, Project Manager, Anchorage Coordinated Resources Project - 
Mental Health Court, Alaska Court System 
Kate Sumey, MA is a lifelong Alaskan and graduate of the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks with a Master’s in Justice Administration; she has an undergraduate degree in 
Justice (BA) and Human Services (AAS) with a minor in psychology. Ms. Sumey has 
over seventeen years of experience working with individuals with mental health 
disorders. For the past twelve years she has worked with specialized diversion programs 
that divert mentally ill offenders from the criminal justice system into needed treatment 
and support services in the community. She is currently the project manager for the 
Anchorage Coordinated Resources Project (mental health court), a diversion program 
that focuses on identifying risk areas and treating the underlying problem areas that 
contribute to criminal involvement. She is a criminal justice instructor at Central Texas 
College, a college that caters to active duty military and dependents—part of the focus of 
this criminal justice program is examining the challenges that returning offenders 
experience when they reenter society after incarceration (difficulties with housing, 
employment, relationships, etc.).  
 
Donald Revels, Statewide Reentry Employment Coordinator – State of Alaska, 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
An Alaskan Resident for 15 years, Donald M. Revels moved to the state on an athletic 
scholarship to the University of Alaska in Fairbanks, where he played for the Nanooks. 
Prior to moving to Alaska, Mr. Revels was a student athlete at Mount San Jacinto 
Community College in Mount San Jacinto, California. Donald studied Physical Education 
at Mount San Jacinto and majored in Political Science at the University Of Alaska 
Fairbanks (UAF). While a student at UAF, Donald was a member of the men’s 
Basketball team from 2002 to 2004. The team enjoyed tremendous success on the 
court, and more importantly, in the community.  
 
Born in Magnolia, Arkansas to Donald R. Revels and Cathy A. Revels, Mr. Revel’s father 
was a Captain in the United States’ Army. The Revels’ family moved to southern 
California after Donald R. Revels was stationed at Fort Irwin Weed Army base. Living in 
southern California taught Don hard work, cultural awareness, and ethics. 
 
After his time with Voyage to Excellence ended, Donald was awarded a position at 
Spring Creek Correctional Center as an Education Coordinator, specializing in carpentry 
and various other vocational instruction. With the support of SCCC staff and inmates, the 
Vocational department at SCCC helped educate, train and certify numerous returning 
citizens. While at SCCC, Donald saw offenders that he had personally trained and 
educated return to prison. Donald’s ambitious spirit and eagerness to assist led him to 
apply at DOLWD as Statewide Reentry Employment Coordinator, a position created by 
Assistant Director James Harvey and Mental Health Trust Authority. The goal of this 
position is to lower recidivism from a statewide perspective. It’s Donald’s goal to assist 
returning citizens in finding and keeping gainful employment, which, in turn, makes our 
communities safer and improves our economy. Returning citizens who are able to 
maintain employment are also less likely to reoffend, thereby reducing recidivism.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Session Two: 
Alysa Wooden, Program Coordinator – State of Alaska, Division of Behavioral 
Health  
Alysa Wooden has been involved in nationwide reentry efforts since 2010. In Michigan, 
she began volunteering for the Washtenaw Prisoner Reentry Initiative, and in 2012 she 
became the resource specialist for the Livingston Prisoner Reentry program. 
As a program coordinator for the State of Alaska, Alysa assists in the development, 
implementation, and on-going assessment of grants and contracts managed by the 
Division of Behavioral Health. Her specialization area is prisoner reentry and other 
“smart justice” related programs and services. 
 
Alysa’s work allows her to engage with multiple agencies and programs, statewide, to 
coordinate access to support services in order to meet recidivism reduction outcomes. 
When not working, she enjoys hiking, knitting, and craftwork. 
 
Don Habeger, Community Coordinator – Juneau Reentry Coalition  
Don Habeger first came to Alaska as a college intern to work at the Alaska Youth 
Village in Juneau. Approximately one year later, he finished his Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Behavioral Science from North Central University in Minnesota and returned to 
Juneau. Early career attempts to gain employment with troubled youth did not 
materialize and his career track became one of diversity.  He has been an elementary 
teacher, a car salesman, a carpenter, file clerk, a ship agent, a port manager, a 
legislative staffer, a government and community relations executive, director of a state 
program, a deputy commissioner of a state program, a small business owner, and a 
reentry coalition community coordinator. 
  
Kara Nelson, Executive Director – Haven House 
Kara Nelson is currently the Director of Haven House, a grassroots oriented faith-based 
organization which provides peer support services within a safe and recovery focused 
environment devoted to fostering healing and self-sufficiency for women returning home 
after incarceration. I am a formerly incarcerated leader as well as a person in long-term 
recovery. I have become devoted to reentry efforts & transitions, corrections reform, and 
creating community peer support networks. As such, I serve on multiple boards and 
coalitions, most notably on the Juneau Reentry Coalition (JREC), the Juneau Recovery 
Community and recently a 2016 fellow of Just Leadership USA. My role serves 
transitional needs of incarcerated people in helping to facilitate Peer Focused Forensic 
Supports within the Alaska prison system. Within advocacy efforts, I maintain positions 
on local panels and public informational gathering as well as regularly engage with local 
and state legislators and law makers regarding addiction and incarceration policy. I have 
completed certification in recovery coaching and training. 
 
Talia Eames, Second Chance Reentry Program Coordinator - Central Council of 
the Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 
Talia Eames received her Bachelors of Arts degree in Social Science from Chapman 
University College in 2012. Her education also includes a diploma in fitness and nutrition 
and varied military training from her 10 years of service in the United States Air Force 
(2003-2013). After leaving the military, Talia returned to her home in Southeast Alaska 
and was hired as the program coordinator/ case manager for the Second Chance 
Reentry Program with Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska in 
2015.  She is a member of the Juneau Reentry Coalition steering team and chairs the 
Alaska Native workgroup.  Talia is Sitka Kaagwaantaan of the Multiplying Wolf House of 



 

the lineage of Anaaxoots and her Tlingit name is Ghaayéitli.  
  
Michael Andrew Van Linden, Reentry Case Manager/Recovery Support Specialist -  
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 
Michael Van Linden is a person in long-term recovery and a graduate of the Juneau 
Therapeutic court program. In August Michael was selected as the Re-Entry hero of the 
month by the Juneau Police Department. He works for the National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence. At NCADD he works not only as a case manager for 
the reentering citizens but also coordinates the recovery coach program. At NCADD 
Michael is currently working to gain his chemical dependency and behavioral health 
councilor certifications through the behavioral health apprenticeship program. Michael 
serves the Juneau reentry coalition by chairing the peer support work group.  Michael 
also serves as a board member and a facilitator for the Alaska therapeutic court alumni 
group. Though the AKTCA he provides a wellness together group and plans sober 
activities for Juneau therapeutic participants and alumni.  
 
Christina Love, Program Manager - Aiding Women in Abuse & Rape Emergencies 
(AWARE) 
Christina Love is an Alaskan Native who was born in Fairbanks Alaska and raised in 
Chitina Alaska. She is a formerly incarcerated person in long term recovery who works 
as a Community Recourses Coordinator for AWARE, INC. AWARE provides safe shelter 
and supportive services for women and children who have been subject to domestic or 
sexual violence; and to effect the social, political and legal changes needed to eliminate 
oppression and violence against women and children. AWARE is located in Juneau, 
Alaska where Christina and her family currently reside. 
 
Christina’s experiences inform her efforts to assist other people, making her more 
understanding and approachable. Her experiences also provide fuel for her advocacy on 
behalf of women. Christina’s Passion is one of the first things that you notice about her. 
She changes the energy in the room, because she cares so much. She wholeheartedly 
believes that people who are struggling with the effects of trauma, mental illness, 
substance use disorder, or co occurring disorders are worthy of any amount of her effort 
to uplift. Christina has many leadership roles in the Juneau Community. She is the 
coordinator for Juneau’s DART Program (Disability Abuse Response Team). The 
mission of DART is for safety and enhancing services for victims of domestic/sexual 
violence who experience disabilities. In recognition of the multiple systems that each 
victim is required to navigate, the purpose of DART’s collaboration is to provide a road 
map for participants, staff, and community members who are seeking assistance for 
themselves or loved ones.  DARTs commitment is to easing the barriers that participants 
and agencies face when navigating Alaska’s systems of care. Christina is a member of 
Juneau’s Homeless Housing Coalition, Juneau’s re entry Coalition, Juneau’s 
Coordinated Entry for housing, and Alaska’s state opioid task force. She is a board 
member for Juneau’s Crime Stoppers, volunteer and member of the advisory board for 
Haven House Juneau, and Juneau’s Recovery Coach Advisory board. She is a certified 
Peer Support Specialist and Recovery Coach. She is also a volunteer Chaplin for our 
local correctional center.  
 
Christina is on multiple local, state, and national panels and at informational gatherings. 
Her activism regularly engages with local and state legislators and law makers regarding 
addiction and incarceration policy. 
 



 

The city of Juneau and State of Alaska recognize Christina’s commitment to authentic 
change and support. Justice for victims awarded her the 2016 Advocacy award. Senator 
Dan Sullivan honored her and other colleagues in 2016 at the Wellness Summit as a 
pioneer for change and as a face and voice for recovery.  
 
Christina’s vision is to serve Alaska’s most vulnerable population, to bridge the gaps in 
Alaska’s systems of care ultimately making access to services easy and accessible. She 
has many roles but she is most proud of her title as a mother, friend, partner, and peer. 
She gives all glory to God for her freedom from active addiction, quality of life, and 
successes. 
 
Teri Tibbett, Advocacy Coordinator - State of Alaska, Alaska Mental Health Board 
(AMHB)/Advisory Board on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse 
Teri Tibbett is the advocacy coordinator for the Alaska Mental Health Board and 
Advisory Board on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse, and coordinates the advocacy effort of the 
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority and partner advisory boards. She also serves on 
the steering committee of the Juneau Reentry Coalition and chairs the coalition’s 
behavioral health workgroup, and is the coordinator of the Alaska Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorders (FASD) Partnership, a statewide advocacy organization. In these 
roles Teri works with Trust beneficiaries—people with mental illness, substance use 
disorders, FASD, brain injury, developmental disabilities, Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementia—to facilitate a better understanding of  the legislative process and 
participation in that process. Teri served as a legislative aide for 10 years with the 
Alaska State Legislature. 
 
 
Session Three & Four:  
Amy Abbott, Chief Probation Officer – State of Alaska, Department of Corrections 
Amy Abbott is a Chief Probation Officer for the Department of Corrections overseeing 
five field offices. Amy has a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice and has 
worked as a field probation officer in Alaska since 2004.  In addition to her duties as a 
probation officer, Amy has served DOC as a certified instructor in a wide range of topics 
to include firearms and risk assessment, including several sex offender risk 
assessments and the LSI-R (Level of Service Inventory Revised).  Amy has been 
teaching LSI-R since 2009. 
 
Tammy Axelsson, Superintendent – State of Alaska, Department of Corrections 
Tammy Axelsson has worked for the Department of Corrections since 1999.  She 
obtained her BA in Criminal Justice from the University of Alaska in Fairbanks. She 
began her career as a Probation Officer at the Fairbanks field office.  In 2001 she 
decided to join the Department of Juvenile Justice as a Probation Officer focusing 
primarily on the mental health youth.  As her heart remained in the Department of 
Corrections, she moved back to her roots in 2002 as Institutional Probation Officer.  
While in the institution, she worked both a regular caseload as well as the Electronic 
Monitoring caseload.  In 2009 she was promoted to Probation Officer III at Fairbanks 
Correctional Center where she focused on programs, reentry, and building bridges 
between field and institutional staff.  In 2012 she began her time as Acting Assistant 
Superintendent and subsequently Acting Superintendent.  In 2016 she was hired 
permanently as the Superintendent at Fairbanks Correctional Center. 
 




