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How do laws and 
policies impact 
well-being in 

Alaska?   

Well-being in Alaska 
aligns human 
development, human 
rights, and strong 
local governance.  



Fate Control as Human Development



Self-determination as a Human Right



Alaska 
Constitution 
And Local
Governance



Alaska Lands: 3* Landowners

• 1959 Statehood Act
• 1971 ANCSA
• 1980 ANILCA

State
ANCs
Federal
Private



Alaska Governance: 3 Sovereigns

• Federal Government
• State of Alaska

– Political subdivisions: cities and boroughs

• Tribes 
– 1994 Federally Recognized Tribe List Act
– Not landowners (ANCs)



Governance outside communities
• Rural and Regional Electrical Authorities and 

Cooperatives
• State government/legislative districts
• Federal government  
• Borough government
• Municipal/city government
• Rural Education AAs
• Regional Health Corporations
• Tribal governments
• Alaska Native Regional Corporations 
• International laws and regulations and treaties



Governance within communities
• Borough
• Municipality/City
• Municipal electric authorities
• School Boards & REAA School Advisory Councils
• Tribes (IRA, Traditional, both)
• Alaska Native Village Corporations
• Community Councils
• Port Authorities, Utilities, etc.



“A complex non-system” 
– Case and Voluck (2012)



“Sovereigns without territorial reach”
Alaska v. Venetie (1998) – US Supreme Court

“Non-territorial authority”
John v. Baker (1999) – Alaska Supreme Court



No Land 
Governance

Loss of taxation 
authority

• Food (in)security
• Environmental quality
• Climate change adaptation 

and response
• Public safety

Loss of 
regulatory 
authority



Food (in)security



Environmental quality



Climate change

Climate Change











“A human rights based approach 
(HRBA) . . . focuses on . . . 
obligations . . . to respect, protect 
and fulfill rights (duty bearers), and 
on improving the capacity of those 
that have rights (rights holders) to 
claim them.” 

As a matter of right 
. . . and of what is right



Thank you!
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