
Sitka Tribe of Alaska 
Tribal Youth Diversion Effort (TYDE) 

Diversion Procedure 

1. City of Sitka Police Department issues a citation for Minor Consuming 
Alcohol. 

2. City Attorney or designee (CA) screens the case and determines if case 
is appropriate for referral to the Sitka Tribal Youth Diversion Effort (TYDE). 

3. CA will contact the youth and the youth's parent/guardian, explain the 
TYDE program, and offer the TYDE program as a diversion option. 

4. If the youth and the youth's parent/guardian agree to the TYDE program 
for diversion, the CA will refer the youth to the Sitka TYDE program and 
provide the Tribal Court clerk with copies of the police reports and the 
referral agreement signed by the CA. 

5. Tribal Court clerk screens the case and contacts the primary TYDE 
judge to determine if the judge may have a conflict of interest with the youth 
or the family. If all available judges have a conflict of interest, the court 
clerk will refer the case back to the CA. 

6. The Tribal Court clerk schedules a meeting with the youth and his/her 
parents or guardians to discuss the option of the Sitka TYDE program. At 
this meeting, the Tribal Court clerk explains the program and reviews the 
referral agreement and the confidentiality advisement form. If the youth 
and his/her family agree to enter the program, the Tribal Court clerk will 
have the youth and his/her family sign the referral agreement and the 
confidentiality form. The Tribal Court clerk schedules a date and time 
within two weeks of the initial meeting for the youth and his/her family to 
appear in the Tribal Court. 

7. The youth, parents or guardians, members of the TYDE team, and court 
clerk appear at scheduled court hearing. The Tribal Court judge will 
conduct the hearing and allow the youth, the youth's family, the victim, or 
any other person an opportunity to speak. More than one Tribal Court 
judge may participate in the hearing. 
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8. The Tribal Court judge addresses the youth, explains the sentence in 
detail, and reviews the consequences for not complying with the sentence, 
including referral back to the CA who could pursue formal charges in the 
State court. The written sentence will include a completion date and the 
next court date. 

A copy of the court's written finding and the referral agreement signed by 
the juvenile and parents shall be provided to CA. The Tribal Court clerk will 
maintain a copy of the final written sentence and other court records. 

The CA may appear at subsequent Tribal Court hearings where a youth is 
determined to be non-compliant with his/her sentence. 

9. If successful, the youth graduates from the TYDE program and a 
recommendation is sent by the judge to the CA to dismiss the youth's case. 
A graduation ceremony is held where all members of TYDE team, and the 
youth's family and friends celebrate the youth on his/her accomplishments. 

10. If unsuccessful, the judge will refer the youth back to the CA who may 
pursue the case in the State of Alaska Court. 

THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this procedure on this -<b day of r'1r= ' 2005. 

Be11diek Didrickson, Associate Judge 
Sitka Tribe of Alaska 
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Cliff Groh, City Attorney 
City and Borough of Sitka 

(]2010~ 
Jonn C. Stein 
City and Borough Administrator 

2 




