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Classroom: 104 Beatrice McDonald Hall 

 

 

Instructor:  Phyllis Fast, PhD 
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   Office Hours  1 to 2:30 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

   Phone: 786-6452   
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
This course is designed to provide a general background on the indigenous cultures of Alaska as 

they are now and as they were prior to the arrival of Asians or Europeans.  The course provides a 

review of each of the large cultural areas with additional thematic topics about kinship, trade 

relations, oral traditions, art, and music.  Discovery of information and theories about Native 

peoples is an on-going process, and student input is valued and actively sought.   

Three broad objectives that students should remember well beyond the course duration: 

 Know there are many Alaska Native cultures that differ fundamentally one from another. 

 Know Alaska Native cultures are enduring and change according to internal cultural 

logic. 

 Learn to distinguish between large cultural areas by using a holistic approach to 

examining subsistence issues, family patterns, and the way oral traditions define cultural 

paradigms for the physical attributes, behavioral expectations and spiritual journey of 

heroes, and other cultural archetypes, including enemies and other forms of unacceptable 

behavior.  

More immediate course objectives include the following: 

 Know the names, linguistic principles and locations of traditional Alaska Native 

languages.  Students will be able to locate traditional language areas on a map.  

 Know the theoretical migration patterns, along with cultural and biological 

adaptations of ancestral Alaska Natives and understand the relationship between past 

migrations and its impact on the present.  Students will relate cultural understandings 

to knowledge of Alaska’s geological features to an idea of the movement of people 

across continents and throughout Alaska using a holistic approach.  

 Students will know that the ways of learning about the past stem from various 

sources of information and problems often occur in interpreting the information.  

Students will describe the sources of knowledge while engaging in ethnohistoric 

research as a part of the course.   

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING POLICY 

 

Start Here exercises (email, pre-assessment quiz, homepage):  To guide each student 

through the technological tools used in this course as well as to get to know at least one other 

mailto:afpaf@uaa.alaska.edu


person in the class, the “Start Here” module on Blackboard has five areas to complete.  First, 

respond to an e-mail from your instructor (10 points).  You must take a pre-assessment quiz on 

Blackboard (language map).  Each student receives 10 points for the quiz attempt no matter what 

the actual score.  A similar post-assessment quiz will be imbedded in the final exam.  Fourth: 

each student will write an introductory self-portrayal in a homepage with photograph (5 points for 

basic information, 5 points for the photograph)  

30 points total 
 

Attendance:  Attendance will be scored 3 points for each day of attendance.  Attendance points 

are allocated for presence during the entire class session.  No points will be awarded for coming 

in late or leaving early, but there’s room in this formula for 1 day of grace.          100 points total 

 

Quizzes:  There will be four (4) 15-point online Blackboard quizzes after each of the first four 

cultural regions of Alaska Natives.  The goal of the quizzes is to review and reiterate knowledge 

learned.  The quizzes are viewed as a learning tool, and thus are open-book.   

60 points total 

 

Discussion Board entries:  Each student will respond to the readings by either selecting a 

quote from the text or by writing a comment or question about the reading.  The goal of the 

discussion board entries is twofold: First, this provides students with an opportunity to inquire 

about topics of special interest.  Second, it is an opportunity to implement consistent use of 

standard academic writing format.  Separate discussion board entries are to be made for each 

assigned reading.  In addition, each entry must have an academic in-text citation as well as a 

formal bibliographic entry for each reading.  Each entry is to be posted on Blackboard before 

class starts on the day of the assignment.  Late entries WILL NOT be accepted.  There are a total 

of 20 discussion board entries..  

3 points each, 60 points total 
 

Group Presentation (skits):  The goal of this section is to engage in holistic learning about a 

specific cultural area, era, or situation.  Creative engagement helps promote learning about the 

living traditions of Alaska Natives as well as the complexity of using a variety of ethnographic 

sources.  Each group is expected to create a skit with props.  Each group is to submit a copy of 

their script, story, etc.   
 

Topic for skit (points awarded equally to all students in group)      (25 points) 

Outline for skit       
Outline itself (points awarded equally to all students in group) 10 

Student contribution (roles, props,as submitted 

on Discussion Board  40 

  Total       (50 points) 

Group Evaluation:  Alaska Native peoples have depended on cooperative effort in all  

aspects of life.  Likewise, the success of each skit performance is reflected by the 

input and mutual respect of each participant.  Each person must participate in in-

class as well as outside of class group meetings to prepare props and to rehearse.  

Proof of this depends on the consensus of the other group members.  In other 

words, students allocate points to each other.  (25 points) 

Performance: (Performance is a valued and ongoing part of all Alaska Native 

cultures).  Each student must prepare at least one prop and perform in the skit.   

(50 points) 

         150 points total 



Suggestions for Skit topics  

 The life of one of the people NOT assigned in Growing Up Native in Alaska. 

 A printed traditional story from a reliable source.   There are dozens of collections 

available.  Here are some examples: 

o Haa Shuka by Nora Marks Dauenhauer and Richard Dauenhauer 

o One Must Arrive with a Story to Tell: traditional narratives by elders of Tununak, 

Alaska edited by Eliza Cingarkaq Orr and Ben Orr 

o A Dena’ina Legacy: the collected writings of Peter Kalifornsky: the collected 

writings of Peter Kalifornsky edited by James Kari and Alan Boraas 

o Bakk’aatugh Ts’uhuniy: stories we live by: Traditional Koyukon Athabascan 

Stories by Catherine Attla. 

o Aleut Tales and Narratives edited by Knut Bergsland and Moses L. Dirks 

o Lore of St. Lawrence Island: Echoes of Our Eskimo Elders published by the 

Bering Strait School District 

o Lore of the Inupiat: the elders speak, by Hannah Mendenhall, Ruthie Sampson 

and Edward Tennant 

 A day in the life of a family from a specific cultural region during a precolonial era.  For 

example, a day at a fish camp or a day of travel from one seasonal camp to another, or a 

day of seal hunting, or a transitional moment such as a family relocating from a village 

into an urban center. 

 A historical event, such as the passage of the Alaska Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945 

and the testimony of Elizabeth Peratrovich.  

 
Research Paper:  Each student is to write a paper documenting the  

sources used and results of your own research for the presentation.  The papers 

are to be submitted by the Assignment Feature. 

100 points total 
Rubric for grading the Research Paper: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Final Exam:  Students must take the open-book, on-line Final Exam on Blackboard, 

which will include the pre-assessment map quiz.                  100 points total 

 

 

TOTAL POINTS FOR COURSE     600 points 

   A 540-600       

Length: Minimum of 7 typed double-spaced pages with 1” margins.    up to 10 points 

Correct use of academic in-text citations.             up to 10 points 

References Cited section listing all sources       up to 5 points 

Printed sources: minimum of three (3).  Use of class textbooks is encouraged.   

Use of public websites is discouraged.            up to 25 points 

Content: 

 Spelling and grammar       up to 10 points 

 Vigorous use of  course content and principles    up to 30 points 

 Originality of perspective and analysis       up to 10 points 

 

 



   B 480-539        

   C 420-479 

   D 360-319 

   F 318 or less 

 

PRIMARY TEXTS 
 Langdon, Steve J. 2002. The Native People of Alaska, 4

th
 ed., Anchorage: Greatland Graphics. 

 McClanahan, A.J. 2000. Growing Up Native in Alaska, Anchorage: CIRI Foundation. 

 Hayes, Ernestine. 2006. Blonde Indian, University of Arizona Press.  
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  School District. 

Breinig, Jeane and Patricia Partnow. 1999. Alaska Native Writers, Storytellers & Orators: the  

  expanded edition. University of Alaska Anchorage: The Alaska Quarterly. 

Crowell, Aron L., Amy F. Steffian, Gordon L. Pullar, editors. 2001. Looking Both Ways:  

  Heritage and Identity of the Alutiiq People, Fairbanks: University of Alaska Press. 

Dunn, John and Arnold Booth. “Tsimshian of Metlakatla, Alaska” In Northwest Coast, Vol. 7 of  

  the Handbook of North American Indians, Pp. 294-297, Wayne Suttles, volume editor,  

  Smithsonian. 

Ellanna, Ursula. 1988. Ugiuvangmiut Qullapyuit: King Island Tales, Eskimo History and Legends  

  from the Bering Strait, Fairbanks: University of Alaska Press. 

Fast, Phyllis A. 2003. Northern Athabascan Survival: Women, Community & the Future, Lincoln:  

  University of Nebraska Press. 

Fienup-Riordan, Ann. 1990. Eskimo Essays: Yup’ik Lives and How We See Them, New  

  Brunswick and London: Rutgers University Press. 

Giddings, J. Louis. 1967. Ancient Men of the Arctic, Seattle: University of Washington Press. 

Hensely, Willie. 2000. “The Found and Formation of Northwest Alaska Native Association”, Pp.  

  1-5, pdf file on Blackboard. URL: http://www.alaskool.org/  

Hughes, Charles. 1984. “Saint Lawrence Island Eskimo” In Arctic, Handbook of North American  

  Indians, Vol. 5, David Damas, volume editor. Pp. 262-278, Smithsonian. 

Kawagley, Oscar. 2006. A Yupiaq Worldview, 2
nd

 edition, Waveland Press. 

Krauss, Michael E., editor. 1982. In Honor of Eyak: the Art of Anna Nelson Harry, Fairbanks:  

  Alaska Native Language Center.  

Laughlin, William S. 1980. Aleuts: Survivors of the Bering Land Bridge, Belmont:  

  Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.  

Olson, Wallace. 1991. The Tlingit: an introduction to their culture and history, Auke Bay:  

  Heritage Press. 

Simeone, William E. 1995. Rifles, Blankets and Beads: Identity, History and the Northern  

  Athapaskan Potlatch, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.  

Solovjova, Katerina and Aleksandra Vovnyanko. 2002. The Fur Rush: essay and documents on  

  the history of Alask at the end of the eighteenth century, Anchorage: Phenix Press. 

Steward, Hilary. 1993. Looking at Totem Poles, Seattle: University of Washington Press.  

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
The University of Alaska is committed to providing equal access for students with disabilities.  If 

you experience a disability and need special accommodations, please contact the instructor.  

http://www.alaskool.org/

