
What is this book about?
1. Describe the motivations that people have for serving.

2. Jeff Hartig’s character represents a journey of service, including working with youth in the United States on an Indian 
Reservation, with factory workers in a Kyrgyz village, and with refugees as a bureaucrat in a Turkish city. Compare and 
contrast these experiences. 

What do you think?
3.  Each form of service explored in this novel meets a personal need in Jeff Hartig’s life. What are they? 

4. Do you think one type of Jeff Hartig’s service is preferable to another? Which one do you think has the greater impact?

5. As the titled states, This is Not Civilization: A Novel, is a work of fiction. In what ways does fiction make the call to 
service more compelling? 

6. There is often a time frame for service activities, and the person providing the service has the option to return home. 
How does this shape the relationship between the person providing service and the community?

What connections can you make?
7. Are there parallels between Jeff Hartig’s service on the Apache reservation and service in AK Native villages? If so, 
what are the similarities? If not, what are the differences? 

8. How can international politics affect individual and large-scale humanitarian efforts in a foreign land? Do you think 
these effects impact an individual’s perception of their own ability to serve?

9. Service to others can often be romanticized. How does the author capture the disillusionments 
of serving? Have you had similar experiences? If so, how did they affect you and your interest to continue serving?

10. Reflect on ways, big and small, that people engage in service—ranging from helping a neighbor with childcare to 
joining the Peace Corp to setting up an international foundation. Describe the types of service you have participated in or 
know about.
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