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Yuuyaraq Essay and Reading (50 points) 
 

The Basics 

  1 inch margins 

  Times New Roman, 12 point font 

  1 to 2 pages, double-spaced 

  Running head with your last name and page number on it 

  Reference page that cites the story you have chosen.  

 MLA format 

 Due in class, Tuesday, March 23 

 

The Assignment 

1. Read the novella Yuuyaraq: The Way of the Human Being. It is a short novella written 
by a modern Native Alaskan. 

2. Thoroughly read the section of our textbook that discusses cultural criticism. The 

PowerPoint should help as well.   

3. Draft a 1 to 2 page essay applying cultural criticism to Yuuyaraq.   

4. Though you aren’t tied to following an outline, I recommend using the following format: 

 Intro: Include a thesis statement that summarizes your entire essay. I advise that you 

write your intro after writing the body of your essay. 

 First body paragraph: Summarize the novella. Use quotes to provide evidence of 

your summary. 

 Second body paragraph: Summarize cultural criticism using quotations from the 

book to back up your assertions. 

 Third body paragraph: Apply the theory to the novella. 

 Conclusion: Brief summary of essay’s key points.  

5. I will be grading you primarily on your ability to summarize the text and the theory and your 

ability to apply the theory to the text.  

6. Once again, a smaller portion of your grade is dedicated to mechanics, usage, grammar, 

punctuation, ability to follow instructions, etc.   

 

Note: I have set up a forum on Blackboard titled “Questions about Yuuyaraq Essay.” If you have 

any questions, please ask them there. I will check this every day, and though I can also answer 

questions via email, it is more helpful to your classmates if you ask them in a public forum.  

 

Hint: The “Chimney Sweep” essay on pgs. 2220-21 in Literature is a good example of an 

application of cultural criticism to a text. Note that the author (Camille Paglia) discusses some of 

the cultural, religious, political, and psychological issues associated with the poem.   

 


