
What is the book about?
1. Describe Paul Farmer’s unusual childhood.

2. Focus on the events that drew Farmer to Haiti in the first place: As a college student, how did he become interested in 
Haiti? How did this initial interest eventually lead to the founding of Partners in Health? 

3. What are some of the non-medical acronyms and their meanings Paul Farmer and his Partnesr in Health colleagues use 
to talk about specific aspects of their work (for example, AMC and WLs)?

What do you think?
4. How do you think Paul Farmer’s childhood shaped his professional life?

5. What are the social, political, and economic issues surrounding Paul Farmer and his Partners in Health colleagues using 
acronyms to talk about specific aspects their work? 

6. We typically think of some events as examples of misfortune or bad luck, and others as cases of injustice. How do you 
draw the line between misfortune and injustice? Is being born into poverty in Haiti’s Central Plateau a case of injustice or 
bad luck?

7. There is often a timeframe for service activities, and the person providing the service has the option to return home. 
How does this shape the relationship between the person providing service and the community?

8. Mountains Beyond Mountains is written by a white man from the United States about a white man from the United 
States who seeks to improve the lives of poor people of color in Haiti and other parts of the so-called Third World. What 
issues and assumptions regarding race, class and nationality in relation to service are raised by the book?

What connections can you make?
9. Describe your childhood and ways it influenced your choices and your way of seeing life in general. 

10. Reflect on ways, big and small, that people engage in service—ranging from helping a neighbor with childcare to 
joining the Peace Corp to setting up an international foundation. Describe the types of service you have participated in or 
known about.

11. How do our beliefs about the world affect our choices to serve? What issues most move you to activism? 
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