
PRPE 108: Unit #2—Comparing and 

Contrasting Responses to Colonialism 
 

Due Dates:  

Rough Draft: ______________  

Final Draft: _______________ 

 

Possible Points:  

Process Work: 20 (plus five points extra credit for visiting the Writing Center)  

Final Project: 100
 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this assignment is to compose an analytical academic essay that explores 

key themes from Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart and Harold Napoleon’s Yuuyaraq: 

The Way of the Human Being and brings these ideas into comparative and/or contrasting 

association. The assignment also provides focus on summarizing skills, academic 

paragraph structure, and applying the general rhetorical concepts of audience, purpose, 

focus and organization.  

 

Specifications 

The final essay should be comprised of about six paragraphs. As we draft the essays, we 

will work to fit them into a coherent academic essay including a single controlling idea 

(thesis), an introduction, and a conclusion.  In addition to an introduction and conclusion, 

final essays should contain body paragraphs to explain and exemplify with specific 

textual details each book’s theme and compare/contrast these ideas with one another 

Work must be typed and double-spaced with the final draft submitted stapled on top of a 

packet of process work, including a process work checklist.  

 

Grading 

This assignment is worth 100 points. You will receive points for writing an accurate, 

thoughtful, well-developed essay reflecting solid academic structure and close attention to 

the book. Paragraphs should be focused, organized, and clearly written. Final drafts will 

also be graded on grammar, punctuation, and effective sentence structure. 

 

Step-by-Step Instructions 

 This assignment requires close, careful, repeated reading of both Things Fall Apart 

and Yuuyaraq: The Way of the Human Being. 

 As you read each book, brainstorm a list of ideas that you feel are important and 

would make for interesting comparisons and/or contrasts (Comparisons analyze 

similarities and contrasts explore difference). For example, you might choose to write 

about Ibo and Yupik traditions, the effects or processes of colonization, or almost 

anything you find intriguing. Since this is very open-ended, we’ll work together in 

class to practice brainstorming possible essay topics. 

 Choose one overriding idea on which to focus your essay and then make another list, 

this time brainstorming all the ways you think each book addresses your particular 

point. Your list might include quotes, events from the plot, dialogue spoken by the 

characters, or things the author writes or suggests. Be as specific as possible and 



record page numbers. Annotating and underlining in your books is another good 

approach. Look over your list and try to choose a few of these details that you feel are 

most important and will most help to explain your ideas to the reader of your essay. 

 As you continue prewriting, start putting the two books’ key ideas into a comparative 

relationship. A Venn diagram (see below) can be helpful here, as can generic 

comparison/contrast essay outlines.     

 Early on, also be thinking about your introduction and conclusion. The 

introduction should be one paragraph that does three things: First, it should get the 

reader’s attention by opening in a creative or interesting way. Second, it should 

provide a brief summary of the whole book. Finally, it should include a sentence or 

two to let the reader know the point of your essay (your thesis), in other words, the 

key theme from the book that you’ve decided to analyze. Your conclusion comes at 

the end of the paper and should accomplish two basic tasks: remind the reader of your 

thesis and end gracefully. A good idea for this essay’s conclusion is a brief response 

paragraph stating your opinion about the book and/or the theme your essay has just 

discussed.  

 At this point, you’re ready to begin drafting, though taking the time to make a brief 

outline will make the drafting process easier. Again, there a couple of common 

organizing strategies for essays that compare and/or contrast things, and we’ll discuss 

these in class. 

 Remember to support your ideas in your body paragraphs with specific pieces of 

evidence from the two texts, either quoted or paraphrased. 

 Once you have a complete rough draft, read it out loud. Does any part feel 

incomplete? Is each paragraph somewhat balanced? Does each paragraph have a 

single main idea (topic sentence) that is fully explained by the rest of the paragraph? 

Listen to your writing and try to detect rough patches, especially sentence fragments 

and run-on sentences. 

 Work with a writing tutor to help improve your essay at any stage in the development 

process. Likewise, bring a complete draft to class on the peer reader workshop day. 

 Using feedback from your peer reader and your most critical eye, revise and polish 

your working draft until it is complete and represents your best work.  

 

 

 


