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Book Group: Each student will participate in an on-line book group while reading the assigned 

book, The Working Poor:  Invisible in America.  Students will engage in the on-line book group 

through a discussion board in Blackboard.  Each book group will include 5 – 7 students.  The 

purpose of the book group is for students to engage in a scholarly discussion about poverty by 

applying the concepts learned through assigned readings and class discussion in SWK 342 

Human Behavior in the Social Environment.     

Students are required to participate in each of the weekly discussion boards in Blackboard.  

There will be a total of 8 discussions, and participation in each discussion will count 5 

points (for a total of 40 points). 

 By 10:00 am on Wednesdays, the instructor will post a question / statement for discussion, 

and students will reflect on that question / statement by posting a thread to discussion board 

for that week.   Students must post their thread to the discussion board by 11:59 pm on 

Saturday of each week. 

 Following the initial post, all students must reply to a minimum of two students’ threads.  

The two discussion board responses are due by Tuesday at 11:59 pm.  Students are highly 

encouraged to read all of the posts in the forum and to review the responses that students 

write to their posts. 

 Tips on writing effective discussion board messages: 

o Keep them concise – no one wants to read lengthy, poorly composed messages.   

o Write clearly and pay attention to spelling – this is academic work. 

o Tie personal experiences to the concepts being studied, giving an orderly, brief 

version of the experience, with a point that is stated clearly. 

o Incorporate ideas shared by others and the instructor to create a "fuller picture" of the 

concepts under review.  

o Criticize the idea, not the person! Be constructive and offer your alternative ideas. 

o Be aware that jokes and irony can easily be misunderstood and cause offence. 

o Contact your instructor by email if a message upsets you. 

o You may wish to compose your messages in a word processor, spell-check the text 

and then copy-and-paste it to Blackboard. 



 

Grading Rubric for Book Group Discussion Board 

5 Posts show insight, depth, and understanding of book chapter and assigned readings. 

Posts are connected with the forum topic and integrate concepts from course readings 

and discussion.  Personal opinion is expressed in an appropriate style and is clearly 

related to the topic. The posts show a high level of understanding of course content 

and concepts.  Spelling and grammatical errors are rare; replies have structure and are 

formatted to enhance readability; contains appropriate links, files, or images; sources 

are acknowledged; refers to other posts and builds upon these. 

4 Posts demonstrate understanding of the book chapter, and includes some integrations 

of course concepts.  Posts are relevant to the forum topic and include a general 

discussion of concepts from course readings and class discussions.  There are 

minimal spelling and grammatical errors.  Overall the posts are structured, and 

sources are acknowledged.   

3 Posts show some insight and depth.  Comments are connected with the forum topic or 

concepts, and demonstrate some connections with course concepts.  Personal 

opinions are expressed in appropriate style.  Some poor spelling and grammatical 

errors; entry does not flow.  Not all sources are acknowledged. 

2 Posts demonstrate minimal insight or depth, and posts do not demonstrate a clear 

connection with the forum topic.  Posts do not demonstrate a clear understanding of 

course content and concepts.  Post includes poor spelling and grammatical errors; 

entry is not clearly structured does not flow.  Not all sources are acknowledged. 

1 Posts are simple comments or replies that lack insight and depth; entries are short and 

irrelevant to the questions or concepts.  Post includes many spelling errors, lacks 

structure or flow, and is written in informal language, abbreviations, or text.  Outside 

sources are not acknowledged.  

 

Moderating the discussion board (5 points).  In addition to participating in the discussion 

board, each student will be responsible for moderating one weekly discussion.  Moderating 

accounts for 5 points.  Moderating the discussion involves: 

1. Posting one of the first responses to the discussion board. 

2. Encouraging students to extend their thinking related to the topic. 

3. Determining those students who are not contributing to the discussion and encouraging 

them to participate by sending a reminder email (please cc the instructor). 

4. Summarizing the posts from the discussion board in an email to all participants in the 

group and the instructor, which should be sent through Blackboard (due on Wednesday 

by 11:59 pm). 

 



Weekly Discussion Board Topics 

Week 1 

After completing the readings for Week 2, please respond to the following: 

 Using the multidimensional framework for understanding human functioning and 

examples from the introduction and Chapter1 of The Working Poor, describe your 

understanding of how biophysical, psychological, and social dimensions might be related 

to a person’s experience of poverty. 

 In Chapter 1, some of the relatives, social workers and teachers were critical of poor 

people who spend money on “extras” such as cable TV instead of necessities such as 

food and prescription drugs. Do you agree or disagree? What “extras” do you spend 

money on that you would refuse to give up? What does this say about you? 

Week 2 

In Chapter 2 of The Working Poor, Shipley introduces Caroline Payne.  Describe and assess the 

biophysical aspects of development that Caroline Payne experiences and how they impact her.  

Discuss whether each biophysical aspect contributes to her experience of poverty or is caused by 

her experience of poverty.    

 

Is it the government’s responsibility to provide medical care to all citizens? Why or why not? 

How do your answers reflect your values? 

Week 3 

Read chapter 3 of the text and chapters 3 and 4 of The Working Poor, and then respond to the 

following: 

1. What is your response to Shipler’s assertion that the kind of low-wage work performed 

by the working poor makes life comfortable, easy, and more affordable for middle class 

and upper middle class Americans? 

2. Taking into account the readings on attitudes and emotions in Chapter 3 of the text book, 

respond to the following:   

 Prior to reading Chapters 3 and 4 in The Working Poor, what were your attitudes 

about immigrant and migrant labor?   

 Using one of the theories of attitudes and attitude change discussed in the chapter 

3 of the textbook, discuss how and why your attitudes about immigrant and migrant 

labor changed or did not change after reading chapters 3 & 4 of The Working Poor. 



Week 4 

Read chapter 4 of the text and chapters 5 and 6 of The Working Poor, and then respond to the 

following: 

1. As a society, we often attach certain stereotypes to people according to their 

socioeconomic class.  What stereotypes of the working poor do you hold?  In what ways 

are stereotypes reinforced in chapters 5 & 6 of The Working Poor, and in what ways are 

stereotypes reversed? 

2. In what ways do family members, communities, and organizations (including the work 

place) act as social strengths for the characters experiencing poverty in chapters 5 & 6 

and in what ways do they act as social risk factors?  Provide examples. 

Week 5 

Read the assigned readings that are posted in “Course Materials” in Bb and chapters 7 and 8 of 

The Working Poor, and then respond to the following using examples from the reading and from 

class discussion: 

Do you think that the physical environment creates risk and / or protective factors for poverty?  

Explain how and why. 

 In chapter 7 of The Working Poor, what roles did faith, spirituality, or religion play in the 

characters’ experience of poverty?  As a helping professional, do you think it is important to 

understand your client’s or student’s spirituality?  Why or why not? 

Week 6 

Read chapter 5 of the text and chapter 9 of The Working Poor, and then respond to the following 

using examples from the reading and from class discussion: 

Identify and discuss at least two strengths and two risks in the biophysical, psychological, and 

social dimensions of pregnancy and infancy that may affect a child’s educational success or a 

parent’s involvement in their child’s education.   

On page 251, Shipley writes, “Schools are full of self-fulfilling prophecies.  Schools are where 

dreams and disappointments come together, where children are believed in or defeated, where 

lights are ignited or extinguished.”  Based on your reading and your own experiences, what role 

do you think poverty and / or affluence plays in these different outcomes for children?. 



Week 7 

Read chapter 6 of the text and chapter 10 of The Working Poor, and then respond to the 

following using examples from the reading and from class discussion: 

Do you believe that job training programs alone are an effective way of moving people off of 

welfare?  What characteristics do you think contribute to both successful and unsuccessful job 

training programs?  What additional services might also be necessary in order for people to fully 

benefit from job training programs? 

On p. 260, the character named Peaches describes herself as a “working welfare woman.”  What 

do you think that Peaches means be that statement?  From reading the The Working Poor, what 

do you think it means to be a “working welfare woman?”   

Week 8: Final Book Group 

Read chapter 7 of the text and chapter 11 and the Epilogue of The Working Poor, and then 

respond to the following using examples from the reading and from class discussion: 

 Research demonstrates that poverty is one of the greatest risk factors compromising 

children’s health and well-being, and the greatest risks are for very young children 

(National Center for Children in Poverty, 2011).  How does poverty affect preschool 

children’s development?  Discuss at least two macro level policies that address children 

living in poverty. 

 The following is a letter to the editor published in the Anchorage Daily News on 

Saturday, October 22, 2011.  Please read the letter, and respond to the author based on the 

knowledge that you have gained about poverty from reading The Working Poor by David 

Shipler.  Your response should be thoughtful, professional, and respectful: 

“For the life of me I can’t understand why the Occupy Wall Street people are protesting.  

You don’t need a job.  All you need to do is get drunk and you will be given a place to 

live at the Red Nose Inn, and you will have your meals delivered.  I am tired of working 

to support other people’s bad habits and choices.  Where do I sign up?”  Bill Schorr, 

Anchorage 

 

 

 


