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Discussion Questions:  
Growing Up Native in Alaska 

 
 
 
What are the key topics of the book? 
 
1. Why is the book organized the way it is by regional names in alphabetic 

order rather than by the people’s names in alphabetic order? In other 
words, why are the corporations given more prominence in this book than 
individual lives? 

 
2. Do ANCSA corporations dominate the lives of all of the people inter-

viewed in the book?  If so, how? 
 
3. Looking at the photograph on the front cover, can you identify what key 

topic in the book explains why those five individuals were selected to be 
interviewed? 

 
4. The front cover suggests that the book is about “finding the path to identity:  

twenty-seven Alaska Natives talk about what their cultures and traditions 
mean to them.” What does “identity” mean to you? Does your personal 
definition of identity include culture and tradition? 

 
5. What did you expect to find in a book about growing up Native in Alaska?  

Did you find it in this book? 
 
 
What do you think? 
 
6. Most of the interviewees were asked to name at least one Native hero.  

What do you think is the importance of such a question? Do you have an 
Alaska Native hero? Do you have a hero associated with another culture? 
What characteristics do your heroes have that make them relevant to 
your life?  

 
7. Each of the interviewees was asked to state their birthdates. What do you 

think is the reasoning behind that question? How important is date of birth 
to a general reading audience? 

 
8. Each of the interviewees was asked whether they own shares or have 

rights to shares in a Native corporation. Why is this an important ques-
tion? 

 
9. Some of the interviewees have been identified as leaders in their commu-

nities. What do they lead? How important are they in Alaska today? 
 
10. Gender is a key factor in most societies. Can you identify differences be-

tween gender issues experienced by the Alaska Native people interviewed 
in the book and those experienced by people in other American cultures? 
Provide an example from the text. 
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What connections can you make? 
 
11. The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act became law on December 18, 

1971 when signed by President Richard M. Nixon. What connections can 
you make to other key events of that year or general era in Alaska? 

 
12. What connections can you make between the stories told by interview-

ees and the 1867 purchase of Alaska from Russia? Is the Russian era of 
Alaska important in the lives of any of the interviewees? Give examples to 
explain your answer. 

 
13. The 1958 Alaska Statehood Act is a key factor in the history of Alaska.  

What role does it play in the lives of the interviewees? 
 
14. How do the interviewees make connections with geographic locations in 

Alaska? Is it by birth, by where they live at the time they were inter-
viewed, or by some other condition? What connection can you make 
between the place at least one interviewee has identified and historical 
events in Alaska? Did the interviewee mention the same connection as 
you? Why or why not? 

 
15. Some of the interviewees attended—and many graduated from—at least 

one campus of the University of Alaska. What connection can you make 
between a university education and the stories told by the interviewees?  
Is there a common thread? 

 
16. Some of the interviewees learned to speak or grew up speaking an Alaska 

Native language. What connections can you make between their language 
and the stories they told? What connections can you make between their 
use of an Alaska Native language and other facets of their adult lives?  

 
17.  What surprised you about any of the people you read about? Is that 

“surprise” unique to a single individual or is there a common thread? 
 
18. Based on what you have read in Growing Up Native in Alaska, what expec-

tations are placed on young Alaska Native people today? Can you give an 
example from the book? How do those expectations differ, if at all, from 
expectations made of non-Native youth? 
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