

[image: Description: Description: UAA_1Line_2color_solid.jpg]


Academic Assessment Plan


College: 		College of Arts and Sciences

Program(s): 	AA Alaska Native Studies
			
[bookmark: _Hlk191897565]Reviewed: 	Spring 2021












[image: ]

Academic Assessment Plan
Alaska Native Studies Associate of Arts Degree
2019


Mission Statement

The Alaska Native studies program provides the student with an introduction to Alaska Native and indigenous ways of knowing and seeing the world. The program emphasizes Alaska Native languages, cultures, politics and art, and provides an in-depth perspective on traditional and contemporary Native society/ies. The AA degree emphasizes the dynamic nature of Alaska Native cultures.

Program Introduction
The Alaska Native Studies program has been in existence since 1993.  In 1995 a minor was established. On average, there have been 9-14 students that have graduated with a minor in AKNS annually. The current Faculty in AKNS, Dr. Beth Leonard (Director) and Maria Williams (Professor) have been developing the Associate of Arts degree track for two purposes.  First, there are a number of students that leave UAA without a degree or certificate, but have completed all the requirements of the minor.  With the AA Degree in AKNS, this would provide the option for students to focus on the courses in AKNS and be able to leave UAA with an AA Degree.  The greater Anchorage and Mat-Su community and the southcentral region that UAA serves have a large number of Alaska Native serving businesses, ranging from health, education, social programs, justice/legal, and arts and cultures.  An AA Degree in AKNS would help educate a future workforce for this large sector of employers.

The AKNS program has been hosting an AKNS Undergraduate Research Symposium for the past six years. The Symposium features presentations by students enrolled in the AKNS program or students in the minor. The presentations range from Alaska Native languages, the arts, politics, history, and education and are required to include elements of research (citations, interviews, sources, etc.). AKNS also has an Internship course number, since many of the students are interns at their respective tribal or Alaska Native Corporate (profit and non-Profit) enterprises. The documents required for the Internship are in the appendices.   

This document defines the educational objectives and expected outcomes for the AA degree in AKNS and outlines an assessment plan based on the stated objectives and outcomes.


Program Student Learning Outcomes
• Gain elementary-level proficiency in one Alaska Native language.
• Demonstrate a broad understanding of Alaska Native cultures, histories and contemporary politics.
• Identify and analyze contemporary Alaska Native challenges within global Indigenous contexts.

Measures/Tools
	Student Learning Outcomes
	Course artifact & timeline
	Course artifact & timeline
	Internship paper or AKNS Undergrad research symposium presentation 
*after 1 or 2 semester(s) of coursework
	Exit Interview
*completed at close of Program

	Alaska Native Language
	AKNS A101
1st semester
	AKNS A102
2nd Semester
	Rubric
	Results

	Understanding of Alaska Native Cultures, Politics, organizations
	AKNS A201
1st semester
AKNS A215 or A216 or AKNS A261 or ART A270
1st, 2nd, or 3rd semester
	2nd or 3rd Semester
AKNS/PS A313 or AKNS A290-Alaska Native Tribes, Climate Change & Environmental Policy
3rd or 4th semester
	
	

	Contemporary Challenges
	AKNS A290-Indigenous Sciences
3rd or 4th semester
	AKNS A290-Indigenous Well-being
3rd or 4th semester
	
	



Assessment Process
The AKNS director and faculty will advise students through the completion of the A.A. program. Using the rubric and Exit Interview template below, as well as final papers, exams, demonstration of skills, the AKNS faculty will assess the progress the students are making throughout their coursework. Faculty will also assist the students in locating Internship opportunities, and mentor their academic and research focus for their final paper and/or presentation. Graduation from the program, completion of the internship will also be considered in the assessment of student and program success. Feedback from students will be shared with instructors and program staff, reviewed for applicability, and appropriate course and program improvements.

Rubric for Internship Paper or presentation at Undergraduate Research Symposium
	Category
	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Marginal
	Unacceptable

	Structure & delivery (25%)
	Paper/Presentation has clear outline, introduction, development and conclusion. Topic is well researched with citations. Organization is logical and cohesive. For a presentation, Power point or Prezi is required platform.
	Paper/Presentation has a clear outline, adequate introduction, development & conclusion. Topic has some research with citations. Good organization. For a presentation, Power point or Prezi is required platform.
	Paper/Presentation has an outline, introduction, lacks robust development & conclusion. Topic has minimum research, with less than 3 citations. For a presentation, Power point or Prezi is required platform.
	Paper/Presentation lacks outline or does not follow outline, with minimum to no development and no conclusion. No sources or citations. For a presentation, Power point or Prezi is required platform.

	Content (50%)
	All content from the outline is covered thoroughly, with multiple and specific examples, which are used to make concluding points. Paper or presentation keeps the observer engaged.
	Most of the content from the outline is covered, with more than 3 specific examples used to make concluding points. Paper or presentation keeps observer engaged
	Most of the content from the outline is covered with 1-2 specific examples, which are also used to make concluding points. Paper or presentation is delivered adequately.
	Some of the content from outline is covered with only 1 specific example, and unclear concluding points. Paper or presentation lacks clarity.

	Reflection (25%)
	Paper/presentation thoroughly explores the topic through personal & general reflection. Reflections and perspectives of the student are mature, and supported by the knowledge they have gained through their course work and personal experience, and thoughtfully expressed.
	Paper/presentation explores the topic through personal & general reflection. Reflections & perspectives of the student are mature, and supported by the knowledge they have gained through their coursework. 
	Paper/presentation explores the topic through personal & general reflection. Reflections & perspectives of the student are supported by the knowledge they have gained through their coursework.
	Paper/presentation explores the topic through personal & general reflection. Reflections & perspectives of the student lack mature, and does not address the knowledge they have gained through their coursework.




AKNS Associate of Arts Degree Exit Interview

Name:_________________________	Graduation Year ___________

Email: _________________________	Phone: ___________________

1. What were your goals/expectations coming into the program?


2. Did the program fail to meet, meet, or exceed your expectations? Please describe how. Please include any suggestions for improvement. 


3. What was the best part of the program for you?  Why? 


4. What was the most challenging part of the program for you?  Why?  Please include any suggestions for improvement.

5. Following are the program’s Student Learning Outcomes. Please rate each one on a scale of 1-5, with 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest in terms of how confident you feel in the knowledge you have gained.

a) Gain elementary-level proficiency in one Alaska Native language.

    1	    	    2		       3		       4		        5


b) Demonstrate a broad understanding of Alaska Native cultures, contemporary politics, histories, and organizations.

    1	    	    2		       3		       4		        5



c) Identify and analyze contemporary Alaska Native challenges within global Indigenous contexts.
    1	    	    2		       3		       4		        5


6. What are your immediate plans for the future?

7.  Has the A.A. Degree in AKNS provided you with job skills ?

8. Where do you see yourself in the next 5-10 years?


CALL FOR PAPERS
AKNS UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM


The Alaska Native Studies Undergraduate Research Symposium is held each November, during Alaska Native/Native American Heritage month.  The AKNS Undergraduate Research Symposium was established in 2012 and is sponsored by the Alaska Native Studies Program at the University of Alaska Anchorage. 

Students that are enrolled in AKNS courses, or are in the program must contact their instructor or the Director of AKNS and submit a proposal for their presentation.

The Presentations can be based on the material covered in the AKNS courses (language(s), politics, oral traditions, subsistence practices, music, dance, the arts, art history, Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, journalism, tribal government, etc.) and should be based on additional research outside of your class(es).  

Presentations can range from 7-20 minutes in length and can include Power point or Prezi. 

Please fill out the information below.

Name ________________________			Date ___________________
Contact email _________________			Contact phone ___________

UAA Class standing (freshman, sophomore, etc.) __________________________
UAA Major/minor/AA degree(s) _______________________________________

Title of Presentation: ________________________________________________

Abstract of no more than 500 words of proposed presentation:



How do you want your name to appear in the program? ____________________
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