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[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Mission Statement
The School of Education and the Early Childhood program prepare educators and support the lifelong learning of professionals to embrace diversity and to be intellectually and ethically strong, resilient, and passionate in their work with Alaska’s learners, families, and communities.

Program Student Learning Outcomes

Program outcomes are based on the professional preparation standards of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). The students will demonstrate the following outcomes:
· Create a healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environment based on knowledge of child development.
· Create respectful, reciprocal relationships that support and empower families, and involve all families in their children’s development and learning.
· Use systematic observations, documentation, and other effective assessment strategies in a responsible way, in partnership with families and other professionals, to positively influence children’s development and learning.
· Design effective approaches to teaching and learning, implement and evaluate experiences that promote positive development and learning for all children.
· Incorporate knowledge of content areas to create appropriate experiences for young children.
· Use ethical guidelines and other professional standards related to early childhood practice.
· Demonstrate knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives on professional practice, making informed decisions that integrate knowledge from a variety of sources.
The expected mastery of student outcomes differs in accordance with program level. Students who complete the Associate of Applied Science in Early Childhood Development will be proficient entry-level child care workers, have knowledge of child development and demonstrate basic abilities in child care paraprofessional skills.
Measures
Five Key Assessments measure the outcomes above.
KA 1 – Professional Action Plan - demonstrates the student’s understanding of roles and responsibilities as early childhood educators, and their professional commitment to children, families, colleagues, community, and society. 

KA 2 – School Community Study – demonstrates the student’s research and knowledge about a school/agency and the sociocultural context and its relationships with families and community. Students reflect on how this information can inform their practice to be a more culturally responsive educator and to advocate for children, families, and the profession.

KA 3 – Curriculum-Based Assessment – demonstrates student’s research and knowledge of assessment practices in a professional learning setting.  Students review the assessment cycle in relation to formative and summative assessments, authentic and standardized assessment, and the implementation of assessments.

KA 4 –Case Study Analysis – demonstrates how students are providing a developmental composite of a child based on observations and documentation. Students are sharing rich insights about the child’s family, community, and/or classroom context and individual child learning.

KA 5 – Unit of Study – provides evidence of the classroom components before and after unit activities. Students are demonstrating their understanding of the unique characteristics of the children in their classrooms and how they actively involve families in the unit of study. 
Process

	
	Name of Assessment
	Course scaffolding
	Data collected final semester in ePortfolio

	Key Assessment 1
	KA 1 Professional Action Plan
	EDEC A105
EDEC A241
EDEC A303
	EDEC A292 EC Seminar

	Key Assessment 2
	KA 2 School Community Study 
	EDEC A105
EDEC A106
EDEC A242
	EDEC A292 EC Seminar

	Key Assessment 3
	KA 3 Curriculum Based Assessment Study
	EDEC A106
EDEC A206
	EDEC A292 EC Seminar

	Key Assessment 4
	KA 4 Case Study Analysis
	EDEC A210
EDEC A241
	EDEC A292 EC Seminar

	Key Assessment 5
	KA 5 Unit of Study
	EDEC A106
EDEC A206
	EDEC A292 EC Seminar


The Early Childhood (EC) program faculty worked closely to develop the five key assessments based on best practices in the field.  These assessments are aligned with the National Association of Education for Young Children (NAEYC) professional teacher preparation standards and the student learning outcomes (also based on the NAEYC standards).  The faculty meet regularly to review qualitive and quantitative data inform teaching and program practices, and course curriculum.  The final ePortfolio review of the five key assessments is reviewed by a minimum of two faculty for interrater-reliability.  This process is aligned to the NAEYC accreditation review.  The program is accredited by NAEYC through 2025.  The program submits an annual report each spring with data aligned to one standard in order to maintain currency and engage in the cycle of continuous review and improvement.

KA1: Professional Action Plan
Description
The Professional Action Plan demonstrates the student’s understanding of roles and responsibilities as early childhood educators, and their professional commitment to children, families, colleagues, community, and society. 
Purpose
· To understand, identify and appropriately conduct oneself as a member of the early childhood profession.
· To know and uphold ethical standards and other early childhood professional guidelines.
· To understand the importance of engaging in continuous, collaborative learning to inform one’s teaching as a reflective practitioner.
· To understand what it means to be an advocate for young children, families, and the early childhood profession and be committed to sound educational practices and policies.
Part I:  Background and Professional Plans
(NAEYC Standard 6a, 6d, 6e)
Directions: Think about the following questions and tell your story.
Why did you choose to become an early childhood educator? What are the distinguishing principles of early childhood education and how do you connect with them? What are some qualities, skills and strengths you possess that make you well suited to be an effective early childhood professional and advocate?  Have you engaged in advocacy and/or involved yourself in the field to this point? If not, what would you like to do to advocate for young children and their families?  What are some opportunities and organizations you intend to pursue or consult in the future (e.g., attending conferences, joining professional organizations, membership on advisory boards, writing articles for professional newsletters, etc.)?

Part II:  Codes of Ethical Conduct
(NAEYC Standard 6b & 6e)  
Directions: Review the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct (posted on Blackboard) and watch the short video then think about an ethical dilemma (you can use the one from the discussion board).
Describe an ethical dilemma you observed during one of your field experiences or when you were working with young children and their families. Which section(s) from the Code of Ethics were relevant to this dilemma?  How was this dilemma handled or resolved? Looking back, would/should you have done something different?  
Part III: Reflecting on Professional Practice
(NAEYC Standards 6c & 2c & 4b)  
Write about your own professionalism. Use the following prompts to guide your thinking.  Provide examples of things you have done or ways you think you would approach these topics.
· Communication and collaboration with families, your mentor, and other professionals. 
· Working in a diverse field with diverse populations.  How do you provide culturally relevant lessons and honor different ways of knowing with families?
· Technology and young children and families.  What is appropriate? (NAEYC has a position statement)




Assessment:  Professional Action Plan 
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
3.00
	Meets
Expectations
2.00
	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Progress Toward Expectations
1.00
	Does Not Meet Expectations
0.00

	Building Family and Community Relationships: (NAEYC 2c) Involving families and communities in children’s development and learning

(Part III  #13)




	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

Student provides specific examples of family collaboration and plans to expand family collaboration in future practice
	Student describes ways to utilize, collaborate, and communicate with families
	Student provides limited reference to collaborating with families
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Using Developmentally Effective (NAEYC 4b) Knowing and understanding effective strategies and tools for early education, including appropriate uses of technology.

(Part III, #14,15,16) 
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student provides additional documentation or research about developmentally appropriate technology use and how that will influence current or future practice. 
	Student uses NAEYC technology guidelines to reflect on current and future use of technology that is developmentally appropriate
	Student provides some ideas about use of current and future use of technology but does not reference NAEYC guidelines
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Becoming a Professional: (NAEYC 6a) Identifying and involving oneself in the profession

(Part I, #1, 2, 3)
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

Student provides clear examples of how one identifies and involves oneself in the profession
	Student provides adequate examples of own professional identity and involvement in the profession
	 Student does not address all elements and examples, if present, are vague and do not relate to the standard
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Becoming a Professional: (NAEYC 6b) Knowing and upholding ethical standards 

(Part II, #6, 7, 8, 9, 10)
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

It is clear the Student understands the NAEYC ethical standards and can demonstrate the application in their daily practice
	Student demonstrates an adequate understanding of what is required of the ethical practitioner and some examples of how to apply in one’s practice
	Student does not address all elements and demonstrates a limited understanding of the ethical obligations of the profession. Few or disconnected examples given
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Becoming a Professional: (NAEYC 6c) Engaging in ongoing and collaborative learning/Using technology appropriately 

(Part III)
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
 
Student provides specific and appropriate examples of how they have collaborated with colleagues to improve their practice and how they intend to continue.  Gives example of appropriate use of technology
	Student provides adequate examples of collaborating with colleagues and a vision for future ongoing learning and collaborate somewhat clearly articulated.  A few examples of using technology appropriately
	Student does not address all elements or provides no evidence of ongoing and collaborative learning as intern or vision for future professional development.  Student does not provide examples of appropriate use of technology
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Becoming a Professional: (NAEYC 6d) Integrating knowledgeable, reflective and critical perspectives of early education 

(Part I #5)
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

Student provides a specific example of a practice or issue they hope to pursue or consider in the field of early childhood using a critical perspective and research-based practices 
	Student reflects on practices and provides examples of how they currently integrate research-based practices and critical perspectives of early education
	Student shows a lack of reflection and provides limited examples of integrating research-based practices or critical perspectives 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Becoming a Professional:
(NAEYC 6e) Engaging in informed advocacy for young children and the profession 

Part I #4
Part II #11
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

Student provides a plan of how they are engaging or will engage in informed advocacy for young children and profession
	Student demonstrates an adequate understanding of the importance of engaging in advocacy and shares a few examples from their own practice
	Student shows little evidence of understanding the need for advocacy or how to do it
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard


KA2: School Community Study
School Community Study
Description
Students will research a school/agency to understand its sociocultural context and its relationships with families and community. Students will reflect on how this information can inform their practice to be a more culturally responsive educator and to advocate for children, families, and the profession.
Purpose
	· To study a school/agency to understand its relationship with families and community. 
· To discover how the school/agency engages families to foster reciprocal relationships.
· To explore how the school/agency Involves family and community to support children’s development and learning. 
· To research demographics, community characteristics, and sociocultural influences to understand the potential impact on children, families, and learning. 
· To reflect on how this research impacts their current and future role as culturally responsive early childhood educators.
· To envision what steps they will take as advocates in the field of early childhood education.



	National Association for Education of Young Children Standards (NAEYC) and Alaska Early Childhood CORE Competencies (AKCKC)
1. NAEYC/AKCKC Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
a. (2a) Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community relationships
b. (2b) Supporting and empowering families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships
c. (2c) Involving families and communities in children’s development and learning
2. NAEYC/AKCKC Standard 6:  Becoming a Professional
a. (6a) Identifying and involving oneself with the early childhood field
b. (6e) Engaging in informed advocacy for children and their profession

*Addresses components of: Alaska Teaching Standards and Alaska Cultural Standards: AK Teaching Standard 7: A beginning teacher works as a partner with, families and the community.  Cultural Standard C: Culturally-responsive educators participate in community events and activities in appropriate and supportive ways.






Directions 
Research
Learn about a childcare center, preschool, Head Start, or other approved early learning center in your community through observation, interviews, and online research and other means as necessary.  There are three main areas to learn about.
1. Family and Community Engagement - how families and communities are engaged in the program  
2. Demographics and Community Data  - the population that is served
3. Cultural Responsiveness - Program Details - what makes this program special (special events, curriculum, partnerships, etc.)
To learn about these three elements, you will need to do an interview (with a teacher, director, and/or a parent), take a tour or do observations in a classroom, and gather materials (handbook, flyers, website info, etc.).
Presentation/Documentation
Create documentation (video, google slides, powerpoint, prezi, or other approved means) that addresses the three areas above.  Post this in your eWolf. You will present this in class.
Reflection
Write a reflection about the experience.  How will/could this information influence your teaching? How will/can you advocate for family partnerships and engagement this particular site?  Connect your reflection to the NAEYC/AKCKC standards





School Community Study Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
3.00
	Meets Expectations
2.00
	Progressing Toward Expectations
1.00

	Building Family and Community Relationships: 
(NAEYC 2a) Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community relationships


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional knowledge through critical reflection, research, and/or recommendations or innovations to better serve family, school, and local community needs
	Student provides documentation of the connection between family, school and local community characteristics 

(as evidenced by demographics, charts, other pertinent information about local knowledge).... 

Student identifies and shares some additional resources that are culturally responsive used to address family needs
	Student documents emerging knowledge about family and school/agency characteristics

Student includes limited information or resources about how family needs are being addressed through culturally responsive practices


	Building Family and Community Relationships: 
(NAEYC 2b) Supporting and empowering families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional knowledge through critical reflection, research, and/or recommendations or innovations to better support and empower families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships 
	Student shares several strategies or examples about how students, teachers, and others build meaningful relationships with families, children, and the local community through a variety of interactions

Student addresses culturally responsive practices, how they support the needs of the child and/or family, and how these are present or could be incorporated at the school/agency
	Student shares at least one strategy for example about how to support meaningful relationships with families

Student shows little evidence of identifying how the school supports or could support family needs

	Building Family and Community Relationships: 
(NAEYC 2c) Involving families and communities in children’s development and learning 


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional knowledge through critical reflection, research, and/or recommendations or innovations to better involve families and communities in children’s development
	Student addresses how teachers respect, respond and involve families in creating a reciprocal relationship


	Student demonstrates limited evidence of understanding how teachers create relationships with families







	Becoming a Professional: (NAEYC 6a)
Identifying and involving oneself with the early childhood field 


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student documents additional actions they have taken to involve themselves within the school or community
	Student demonstrates an awareness of what is happening in the school and/or the community and the role they may play now or in the future in either the school or community
	Student alludes to what role they might play in the future in either the school or community

	Becoming a Professional: 
(NAEYC 6e)
Engaging in informed advocacy for children and their profession


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional actions
s/he has taken to apply the findings to advocate for families, children, and the early childhood profession 
	Student explains how they will apply some of the study’s findings in a school and/or community setting to advocate for families, children, and the early childhood profession
	Student does not state how they will apply the findings to advocate for families, children, and the early childhood profession







KA3: Case Study
Case Study Analysis
Criteria

Description
Students establish reciprocal communication with families and their mentor teacher in order to gather and share information to support the child’s development and learning. Students practice observation, documentation, and assessment across multiple developmental domains (physical, cognitive, social/emotional, and language/literacy). In the Developmental Case Study, Students use their knowledge of child development and learning, as well as family and assessment information to create learning environments that are healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging.

Purpose
· To understand, identify and appropriately conduct oneself as a member of the early childhood profession.
· To know about and uphold ethical standards and other early childhood professional guidelines.
· To understand the importance of engaging in continuous, collaborative learning to inform one’s teaching as a reflective practitioner.
· To understand what it means to be an advocate for young children, families, and the early childhood profession and be committed to sound educational practices and policies.
Standards
Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning
1a: Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs
1b: Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and learning
1c: Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments
Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
2a: Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community characteristics
2b: Supporting and engaging families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships
2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning
Standard 3:  Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families 
3a: Understanding the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment
3b: Knowing about and using observation, documentation, and other appropriate assessment tools and approaches
3c: Understanding and practicing responsible assessment to promote positive outcomes for each child 
3d: Knowing about assessment partnerships with families & other professional colleagues
Standard 4:  Using Developmentally Effective Approaches to Connect with Children and Families 
4a: Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with children
4c:  Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning approaches
4d: Reflecting on their own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child.
Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
5a: Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines
5b: Knowing and using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines
5c: Using their own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate meaningful, challenging curricula for each child.


Directions
Address each question as it relates to the standards.  Add specific examples.  Write this as a narrative (story) about the child you created documentation for in KA3.
1. What are some reasons you would complete a case study on a child?  How would you select the child? How would you use the information you collect to make informed decisions?  How could these informed decisions be used in your classroom and based on individual child needs?
2. How does the family’s cultural background, their socio-economic status, and other family issues influence the child’s behavior? How can your case study analysis help you to understand the role of families and ways to work closer with families?
3. What types of tools do you use to conduct a case study?  Why do you want to use multiple tools to learn about a child?  How do you share the documentation of your case study with others in the classroom and with families?
4. What types of things should you document in a case study?  How do your findings impact the way you teach?  What are some examples of ways you can adjust your teaching approach and teaching strategies based on your documentation?
5. Describe how you use your findings in your documentation to support classroom curriculum and individual child learning and growth?  How is your curriculum meeting each child’s individual needs?
Developmental Case Study Analysis Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
3.00
	Meets
Expectations
2.00
	Progress Toward Expectations
1.00
	Does Not Meet Expectations
0.00

	Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning
1a: Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and gives specific examples of child’s unique personality, interests and activities.
	Student provides a clear overview of how child was selected, his/her characteristics and descriptions. 
	Student provides a limited overview of the child’s characteristics lacking specific detail or examples of the child’s characteristics
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	1b: Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and learning


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and shows thoughtful insight about how each of these aspects in the child’s life impacts his/her development.
	Student provides a detailed description of the child’s class family, and community context. 
	Student provides a limited overview of the child’s classroom, school and community. Student may be lacking information about 1 or more areas. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	1c: Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and provides specific information or research about child development in conjunction with other information about the child’s context (family, school, and community) may be used together to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments
	Student provides specific examples of how to integrate information from family, school, and community to create supportive and challenging learning environments
	Student provides vague or general descriptions how information  can be used to create supportive learning environments. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
2a: Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community characteristics


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and provides additional research or insight about the child’s culture, language, or community characteristics
	Student clearly describes how information was gathered and provides a concise summary of key things learned based on their research. 
	Student provides vague descriptions and/or summaries about how information was gathered about the child’s family, culture, or community was approached
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	2b: Supporting and engaging families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and shares insights about how they could have engaged more effectively in future situations. 
	Student described multiple efforts and strategies to gather information from families, school, and community to better understand the child. Student gives examples of reciprocal communication with families. 
	Student described only cursory efforts to engage with the child’s family and/or school/community contexts. Information may have only been one way and not reciprocal. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and articulates forward thinking about how they might expand engagement of families and communities in future settings. 
	Student provides specific examples of how to involve families and community to support the child’s development
	Student provides only general examples of how to involve families and communities to support the child’s development and learning. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 3:  Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families 
3a: Understanding the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and uses research from outside sources to evaluate assessments and/or show the connection of assessment and curriculum development. 
	Student gives specific names and descriptions of assessments used. Student explains how assessment and curriculum are linked. 
	Student is vague about the observation and assessments used to study the child and/or 
Student does not attempt describe how assessment and curriculum are linked. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	3b: Knowing about and using observation, documentation, and other appropriate assessment tools and approaches

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and uses research from outside sources documenting the strengths and limitations of assessments chosen. 
	Student articulates a clear rationale for choosing or not choosing different kinds of assessments for the case study.
	Student may not be able to give articulate reasons why an assessment was chosen or avoided.
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	3c: Understanding and practicing responsible assessment to promote positive outcomes for each child 

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…provides photo documentation and/or student work samples, or assessment results to support their descriptions about the child’s development. 
	Student uses guiding questions to articulate specific information about the child’s performance across four domains. Student describes steps taken to assess the child in a responsible, ethical manner. 
	Student provides a general summary of the child’s performance across domains, but lacks specific examples and documentation. 
Student is not able to articulate how the assessment was completed in a responsible manner. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	3d: Knowing about assessment partnerships with families & other professional colleagues


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and reflects on how they may improve future efforts to collaborate.
	Student provides specific examples and details of how they partnered with mentor, families and support staff to support the child’s learning
	Student gives vague description of partnerships with mentor, families, and support professionals
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
5a: Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and reflects on the strengths or limitations of the resources, materials, or tools based on research and/or collaboration with mentor
	Student gives specific names of resources, materials, and tools that can support the specific learning goals in all 4 domains. 
	Student give general descriptions of materials, resources, and tools and/or does not specifically connect them to the identified learning goals
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	5b: Knowing and using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and shares outside research about the benefits or limitations of using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines
	Student provides specific examples of inquiry tools and central concepts that could be used to support the child’s learning goals across 4 domains. 
	Student provides general or vague ideas about inquiry tools or central concepts that can be used to support the child’s learning goals. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	5c: Using their own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate meaningful, challenging curricula for each child.


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and Student specifically references early learning standards used to plan curriculum to meet the child’s goals. 
	Student describes how goals connect to observations, assessments, and early learning standards. Student gives specific ideas for learning opportunities for each domain’s goal. Student clearly describes how the learning opportunities can be assessed for effectiveness. 
	Student provides goals that are not clearly connected to early learning standards or assessment information.
Student omits specific information learning opportunities or how they may be evaluated. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 4:  Using Developmentally Effective Approaches to Connect with Children and Families 
4a: Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with children
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and can articulate how they can more effectively build relationships in future work environments to better understand and support children.
	Student gives a clear description of how they can develop supportive and positive relationships
	Student provides a cursory overview of how they can build supportive positive relationships with families and school staff.
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	4c:  Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning approaches


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and Student describes additional considerations of the child’s unique culture, language, or family to support how the strategies are DAP
	Student clearly articulates teaching strategies that are developmentally appropriate based on the learning goals the child studied and can say why they are developmentally appropriate. 
	Student may use the words “developmentally appropriate,” yet does not give concrete examples of what DAP might look like in terms of teaching strategies. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	4d: Reflecting on their own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child.

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 
…and Student describes how the reflective process and study can improve outcomes for children. 
	Student provides specific examples of how they will apply what they have learned. Student clearly articulates the greatest takeaways from the developmental case study. 
	Student gives a general idea of how they will apply what they have learned and what they took away from the study. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard










KA5: Integrated Unit
Description
Student creates, facilitates, and reflects on the curriculum process.  Student creates an integrated curriculum unit appropriate for the children and families in their practicum placement. (The unit may be part of a planned unit of study already in the curriculum or planned as a supplement to the existing curriculum).

Purpose
	Student integrates knowledge of child development, assessment, early learning guidelines, and curriculum development to collaboratively develop, implement, and evaluate an integrated unit of study. 



	Standards:
Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning
1a: Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs
1b: Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and learning
1c: Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments

Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning

Standard 4. Using Developmentally Effective Approaches
4a: Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with young children.
4c: Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning practices
4d: Reflecting on own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child. 

Standard 5.  Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum
5a. Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines…
5b. Knowing and using central concepts, inquiry tools and structures of content areas and academic disciplines.
5c. Using own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate developmentally meaningful and challenging curriculum for each child.

*Addresses components of: Alaska Teaching Standards and Alaska Cultural Standards: 
AK Teaching Standard: (2) A beginning teacher understands how students learn and develop and applies that knowledge in the teacher's practice. (3) A beginning teacher teaches students with respect for their individual and cultural characteristics. (4) A beginning teacher knows the teacher’s content area and how to teach it. (5) A beginning teacher facilitates, monitors, and assesses student learning. (7) A beginning teacher works as a partner with parents, families, and the community. 

Alaska Cultural Standards (D) Culturally-responsive educators work closely with parents to achieve a high level of complementary educational expectations between home and school. E: Culturally-responsive educators recognize the full educational potential of each student and provide the challenges necessary for them to achieve that potential. 





Begin by observing your mentor teacher, the class environment, and the students to understand more about what seems to engage and excite students and how curriculum is enhanced or adapted for children with specific learning needs.  Think about the types of learning activities that you have facilitated. Think about the learning environment.  Think about the families and their expectations for their children.  Think about Developmentally Appropriate Practices.
Create your own dream Integrated curriculum unit based on your understanding of the group of children and families you are working with in your practicum.
Directions: Create a Website/eWolf/google slides or other electronic format (will need to be linked or added to your eWolf).  The integrated curriculum unit must include the following:
· Website Overview/home (includes information about topic, how to use website or curriculum unit, age group it is for, family support information).
· Three Days of Lessons (Each day includes:)
· Family/Group time 15-20 minutes (story, song and/or movement game, and Discussion of topic)
· 2-3 additional activities/lessons (to support different learning domains from the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines(ELGs)) to follow-up and connect to topic.  Include the following in each 
· Goals of the lesson/activity (could be from the ELGs)
· Materials needed
· Environmental supports
· Possible extensions
· Assessment strategies (How do you know the children are learning?)	
NOTE: Family/Group time and Activities should Include three different domains (from Early Learning Guidelines) each day and cite/link the ELG domain 
· Parent Resources (10 supplemental resources) resources may include family nights or events, online resources, field trip ideas, books, etc.
· Video of self – teaching a day of lessons (1 hour – could be short segments) – with reflection
· Reflection about your unit, your teaching, and future ideas to use this unit (this will be turned in through blackboard).  The reflection should connect to the NAEYC standards listed on page 1.


Rubric Assessment:  Integrated Unit
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
3.00
	Meets
Expectations
2.00
	Progress Toward Expectations
1.00
	Does Not Meet Expectations
0.00

	Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning
1a: Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and student reflects on what seems to make students more or less engaged in the environment or learning activities. 
	Student provides photo documentation of the mentor’s classroom and gives specific examples about patterns observed related to student engagement #1

Student gives specific examples that illustrate children’s engagement in activities and centers. 
	Student provides general information about how the mentor sets up classroom and how children respond but no photo documentation. #1 

Student provides vague information about preferred and non-preferred learning activities and environments. #2
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	1b: Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and learning


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…provides additional research or information about how culture and language and different learning needs can be supported in the classroom. 
	Student provides specific demographic detail about the class including gender, culture, language, and special learning needs. #3 

Student shares concrete examples of how the mentor teacher adapts or enhances curriculum to meet diverse learner needs. #4
	Student provides a general description of composition of the classroom, school (#3) and community and how individual differences are met. #4
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	1c: Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and provides specific information or research about child development in conjunction with other information about the child’s context (family, school, and community) may be used together to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments
	Student provides specific examples of how to integrate information from family, school, and community to create supportive and challenging learning environments
	Student provides vague or general descriptions how information can be used to create supportive learning environments. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning
 
	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and articulates forward thinking about how they might expand engagement of families and communities in future settings. 

	Student provides specific examples of how their mentor involves families and community to support the child’s development and learning.#6

Student describes specific strategies about how they can share information with families and community and engage them in child’s learning. #7

Student provides photo or physical documentation of how they shared about student learning with family, school, and community. #20
	Student provides vague examples of how mentor involves families, school and greater community to support the child’s development and learning. #6

Student is unclear about how to communicate with and involve family, school and community.  #7

Student shares general ideas about how they shared student learning but does not provide documentation.#20
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
5a: Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and reflects on the strengths or limitations of the resources, materials, or tools based on research and/or collaboration with mentor

	Student gives specific names of resources, materials, and tools that can support the specific learning goals in all 5 domains. 

Student specifically identifies learning centers, learning opportunities, and activities that support goals in all 5 domains. 
	Student gives general descriptions of materials, resources, and tools and/or does not specifically connect them to the identified learning goals #9

Student is vague about learning opportunities, learning centers and activities. #10




	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	5b: Knowing and using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and shares documentation based on use of inquiry tools such as photos and summarizes what they learned. 
	Student provides specific examples of inquiry tools such as KWL, concept web, and planned conversations they will use to support the child’s learning goals across multiple domains. 
	Student provides general or vague ideas about inquiry tools or central concepts that can be used to support the child’s learning goals. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	5c: Using their own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate meaningful, challenging curricula for each child.


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student specifically explains why the learning standards they used were selected. 

	Student articulates how the unit theme was selected and why. #7

Student specifically names which early learning standards were used and lists the goals for all 5 domains based on the standards.#8

Student provides unit lesson plans in the format that is used at the school/agency or uses the one on Blackboard. #14
	Student gives theme of unit without the rationale #7

Student does not specify which early learning standards were used. Student is missing goals in 1 or more domains. #8

Student uses no approved lesson plan form for the integrated unit. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 4:  Using Developmentally Effective Approaches to Connect with Children and Families 
4a: Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with children


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student describes how mentor collaboration may be improved in current and/or future settings to improve student learning. 

	Student articulates how collaboration with was accomplished and specifies clearly who was responsible for which activities for the unit of study. Student describes how positive collaboration impacted student learning. 
	Student provides vague information about how a positive relationship was built with their mentor and how duties were divided. Student does not address how collaboration impacted student learning. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	4c:  Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning approaches

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student describes additional considerations of the child’s unique culture, language, or family to support how the strategies are DAP.
	Student has photo documentation of centers and articulates how they were DAP #15

Student specifies 2 learning activities they led in detail and shares clearly how they were DAP. #16

Student provides labeled photo samples that show children engaged in different domain learning activities. #17

Student has photos of book covers from the library area and details which books were class favorites. Student provides annotated bibliography of the books and lists them in APA format correctly. #18

	Student describes centers, but does not have photo documentation nor specifics about DAP. #15

Student vaguely describes learning activities but does not specify DAP #16

Student gives general description what children were interested in but has no photo samples.  and cannot specify DAP #17

Student lists books without annotation, photos, or correct APA formatting #18

	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	4d: Reflecting on their own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child.

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student describes how the reflective process and study can improve outcomes for children. 

	Student provides specific examples of how they will apply what they have learned. Student clearly articulates the greatest takeaways from the integrated unit. 
	Student gives a general idea of how they will apply what they have learned and what they took away from the integrated unit. 


	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard
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