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[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Mission Statement
The School of Education and the Early Childhood program prepare educators and support the lifelong learning of professionals to embrace diversity and to be intellectually and ethically strong, resilient, and passionate in their work with Alaska’s learners, families, and communities.

Program Student Learning Outcomes
Outcomes are also based on the professional preparation standards of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Students graduating with a Occupational Endorsement Certificate in Infant and Toddler Development will demonstrate the following student learning outcomes:


· Create a healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environment based on knowledge of infant and toddler development.
· Create respectful, reciprocal relationships that support and empower families, and involve all families in their children’s development and learning.
· Use systematic observations, documentation, and other effective assessment strategies in a responsible way, in partnership with families and other professionals, to positively influence infant and toddler’s development and learning.
· Use ethical guidelines and other professional standards related to early childhood practice.
· Demonstrate knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives on professional practice, making informed decisions that integrate knowledge from a variety of sources.
Measures
Two assessments will measure the outcomes above.
1. Developmental Case Study - The Developmental Case Study of an Infant or Toddler is an in-depth look at a child.  The case study will include observations and documentation across multiple developmental domains (physical, cognitive, social/emotional, and language/literacy).  Information from the family and/or caregiver will also be used to tell the child’s developmental story.  See addendum A.
2. School Community Study - The School-Community study is a focused study on learning about an agency’s or school’s socio-cultural context in ways that inform his/her culturally-responsive teaching practices. See addendum B.
Process
The Early Childhood (EC) program faculty developed these two assessments based on best practices in the field.  These assessments are aligned with the National Association of Education for Young Children (NAEYC) professional teacher preparation standards and the student learning outcomes (also based on the NAEYC standards).  The faculty meet regularly to review the assessment data to inform teaching and program practices, and course curriculum.
Addendum A.

	Developmental Case Study 

	Description:
The Developmental Case Study of an Infant or Toddler is an in-depth look at a child.  You will use observation, documentation, and assessments across multiple developmental domains (physical, cognitive, social/emotional, and language/literacy) as well as information from the parent and/or caregiver to tell the child’s story. 


	Purposes:
· To understand, identify and conduct oneself as a member of the early childhood profession.
· To know about and uphold ethical standards and other early childhood professional guidelines.
· To understand the importance of engaging in continuous, collaborative learning to inform one’s teaching as a reflective practitioner.
· To understand what it means to be an advocate for young children, families, and the early childhood profession and be committed to sound educational practices and policies.

Remember:
The purpose of this case study is to learn about and provide a detailed description of the child as viewed by you, the writer, with respect to the developmental areas listed below. Your case study should be an objective evaluation using information gathered from direct observation. You may supplement this information with facts provided by the family or caregiver.  Examples of objective reporting are:  “The mother reports Jason feels more secure when he sleeps with his teddy bear” or “The caregiver stated that Gina shares her crayons at the art table with any child who needs crayons.”  The case study should NOT include subjective (opinion) statements such as:  “Jason seems like a secure child” or “Gina is the nicest girl in the room.” Be as thorough as possible with the data available to you.  Try to include as much factual data as you can to "paint" a comprehensive picture of the child.  The eWolf will showcase the child and provide evidence of your understanding of the various areas of infant and toddler development.



The Case Study will be conducted in small chunks.  Each chunk will be posted in the eWolf and a screenshot or link will be turned in to Blackboard each week it is due.


Weekly Tasks
1. Get to know your child and build your eWolf
Child Selection – Write a short bio and include in the eWolf Bio Section. Select a child (0-33 months) for the developmental case study. Be sure to have signed family permission before you begin the study. (Found in Blackboard). Write a brief overview of the child (age, setting, family information, and photos).  
2. Play observation – observe your child for 30-45 minutes
· Review the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines Domain 3 Approaches to Learning prior to the Observation
· What are some characteristics or aspects of the child’s personality that have you observed?  
· What makes this child unique?
· What activities or interests have you observed? 
· Describe the classroom or home environment that you observe the child in.
· Was any technology used? (NAEYC has a position statement)
· Use objective/factual descriptions avoid using interpretations
· Add a photo or short video clip (less than 2 min)

3. Sensory Exploration – observe your child for 30-45 minutes
· Observe how your child uses their senses to learn
· Which senses did you see?  
· Add a photo or short video clip (less than 2 min)

4. Motor observation (fine motor and gross motor) – observe your child for 30-45 minutes
· Review the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines Domain 1 prior to the Observation
· What fine and gross (small and large) motor skills did you see?
· Take a series of three photos (or short video) that demonstrate either fine motor or large motor
· Write a factual description about the event – you are documenting growth and development

5. Language development – observe your child for 30-45 minutes
· Review the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines Domain 5 prior to the observation
· Give examples of the child's language development.  
· How does he/she express herself?
· How does he/she communicate with others  
· Take a series of three photos (or short video) that provides evidence of the child’s language
· Write a factual description about the event – you are documenting growth and development

6. Cognitive Development  – observe your child for 30-45 minutes
· Review the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines Domain 4 prior to the Observation
· What evidence do you see of learning?  
· Are there specific areas that are strengths?
· What activities interest him and how does he choose activities?
· Take a series of three photos (or short video) that provides evidence of the child’s cognitive development
· Write a factual description about the event – you are documenting growth and development

7. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Social and Emotional Development – observe your child for 30-45 minutes 
For this observation you will be observing the child’s temperament and Self-Regulation skills
· Review the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines Domain 2  prior to the observation
· Review the website about Temperament and the temperament continuum.
· Describe how you see your child on this continuum.  What evidence do you see?  Provide examples (written observations and photos).
· Observe the child’s relationships and how they are able to self-sooth, self-regulate, express emotions and demonstrate social and pro-social behaviors. 

8. Family and Cultural Influences – interview the parent or caregiver 
· Learn about the child’s family (number of people in the household, siblings, ages, family members)
· Learn about the child’s background (have they been in childcare, homecare, other)
· Learn about a family tradition or a story about the child
· Add a family photo or a photo with the caregiver

9. Sharing – Documentation and sharing
· Share the eWolf with a peer (someone in the class – get feedback)
· Share with the family or caregiver

10. Reflection and Analysis – Final (more details will be in the final on Blackboard)
· Reflections - on the guided observations and documentation in eWolf
· Summary  - Summarize the most important points regarding this child.  On the basis of facts and your observations, what do you feel are the important factors influencing the child and his/her behavior?  (This is the only section where subjective statements are allowed!)
· Analysis based on your observations, peer feedback, comparisons with the Early Learning guidelines


Developmental Case Study Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
3.00
	Meets
Expectations
2.00
	Progress Toward Expectations
1.00
	Does Not Meet Expectations
0.00

	Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning
1a: Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and gives specific examples of child’s unique personality, interests and activities.
	Student provides a clear overview of how child was selected, his/her characteristics and descriptions. 
	Student provides a limited overview of the child’s characteristics lacking specific detail or examples of the child’s characteristics
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	1b: Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and learning


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and shows thoughtful insight about how each of these aspects in the child’s life impacts his/her development.
	Student provides a detailed description of the child’s class family, and community context. 
	Student provides a limited overview of the child’s classroom, school and community. Student may be lacking information about 1 or more areas. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	1c: Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and provides specific information or research about child development in conjunction with other information about the child’s context (family, school, and community) may be used together to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments
	Student provides specific examples of how to integrate information from family, school, and community to create supportive and challenging learning environments
	Student provides vague or general descriptions how information  can be used to create supportive learning environments. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
2a: Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community characteristics


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and provides additional research or insight about the child’s culture, language, or community characteristics
	Student clearly describes how information was gathered and provides a concise summary of key things learned based on their research. 
	Student provides vague descriptions and/or summaries about how information was gathered about the child’s family, culture, or community was approached
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	2b: Supporting and engaging families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and shares insights about how they could have engaged more effectively in future situations. 
	Student described multiple efforts and strategies to gather information from families, school, and community to better understand the child. Student gives examples of reciprocal communication with families. 
	Student described only cursory efforts to engage with the child’s family and/or school/community contexts. Information may have only been one way and not reciprocal. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and articulates forward thinking about how they might expand engagement of families and communities in future settings. 

	Student provides specific examples of how to involve families and community to support the child’s development
	Student provides only general examples of how to involve families and communities to support the child’s development and learning. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 3:  Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families 
3a: Understanding the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and uses research from outside sources to evaluate assessments and/or show the connection of assessment and curriculum development. 
	Student gives specific names and descriptions of assessments used. Student explains how assessment and curriculum are linked. 
	Student is vague about the observation and assessments used to study the child and/or 
Student does not attempt describe how assessment and curriculum are linked. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	3b: Knowing about and using observation, documentation, and other appropriate assessment tools and approaches

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and uses research from outside sources documenting the strengths and limitations of assessments chosen. 

	Student articulates a clear rationale for choosing or not choosing different kinds of assessments for the case study.
	Student may not be able to give articulate reasons why an assessment was chosen or avoided.
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	3c: Understanding and practicing responsible assessment to promote positive outcomes for each child 

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…provides photo documentation and/or student work samples, or assessment results to support their descriptions about the child’s development. 

	Student uses guiding questions to articulate specific information about the child’s performance across four domains. Student describes steps taken to assess the child in a responsible, ethical manner. 
	Student provides a general summary of the child’s performance across domains, but lacks specific examples and documentation. 
Student is not able to articulate how the assessment was completed in a responsible manner. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	3d: Knowing about assessment partnerships with families & other professional colleagues


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and reflects on how they may improve future efforts to collaborate.
	Student provides specific examples and details of how they partnered with mentor, families and support staff to support the child’s learning
	Student gives vague description of partnerships with mentor, families, and support professionals
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
5a: Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and reflects on the strengths or limitations of the resources, materials, or tools based on research and/or collaboration with mentor

	Student gives specific names of resources, materials, and tools that can support the specific learning goals in all 4 domains. 
	Student give general descriptions of materials, resources, and tools and/or does not specifically connect them to the identified learning goals
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	5b: Knowing and using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and shares outside research about the benefits or limitations of using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines
	Student provides specific examples of inquiry tools and central concepts that could be used to support the child’s learning goals across 4 domains. 
	Student provides general or vague ideas about inquiry tools or central concepts that can be used to support the child’s learning goals. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	5c: Using their own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate meaningful, challenging curricula for each child.


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student specifically references early learning standards used to plan curriculum to meet the child’s goals. 

	Student describes how goals connect to observations, assessments, and early learning standards. Student gives specific ideas for learning opportunities for each domain’s goal. Student clearly describes how the learning opportunities can be assessed for effectiveness. 
	Student provides goals that are not clearly connected to early learning standards or assessment information.
Student omits specific information learning opportunities or how they may be evaluated. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	Standard 4:  Using Developmentally Effective Approaches to Connect with Children and Families 
4a: Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with children


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and can articulate how they can more effectively build relationships in future work environments to better understand and support children.

	Student gives a clear description of how they can develop supportive and positive relationships
	Student provides a cursory overview of how they can build supportive positive relationships with families and school staff.
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	4c:  Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning approaches


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student describes additional considerations of the child’s unique culture, language, or family to support how the strategies are DAP
	Student clearly articulates teaching strategies that are developmentally appropriate based on the learning goals the child studied and can say why they are developmentally appropriate. 
	Student may use the words “developmentally appropriate,” yet does not give concrete examples of what DAP might look like in terms of teaching strategies. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard

	4d: Reflecting on their own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child.

	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations” 

…and Student describes how the reflective process and study can improve outcomes for children. 

	Student provides specific examples of how they will apply what they have learned. Student clearly articulates the greatest takeaways from the developmental case study. 
	Student gives a general idea of how they will apply what they have learned and what they took away from the study. 
	Student has not provided evidence to address the standard



NAEYC Standards Addressed
Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning
1a: Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs
1b: Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and learning
1c: Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging learning environments

Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
2a: Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community characteristics
2b: Supporting and engaging families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships
2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning

Standard 3:  Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families 
3a: Understanding the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment
3b: Knowing about and using observation, documentation, and other appropriate assessment tools and approaches
3c: Understanding and practicing responsible assessment to promote positive outcomes for each child
3d: Knowing about assessment partnerships with families & other professional colleagues

Standard 4. Using Developmentally Effective Approaches
4a: Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with young children.
4c: Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning practices
4d: Reflecting on own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child. 

Standard 5.  Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum
5a. Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines…
5b. Knowing and using central concepts, inquiry tools and structures of content areas and academic disciplines.
5c. Using own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate developmentally meaningful and challenging curriculum for each child.



Addendum B.
School Community Study
Description
Students will research a school/agency to understand its sociocultural context and its relationships with families and community. Students will reflect on how this information can inform their practice to be a more culturally responsive educator and to advocate for children, families, and the profession.
Purpose
· To study a school/agency to understand its relationship with families and community. 
· To discover how the school/agency engages families to foster reciprocal relationships.
· To explore how the school/agency Involves family and community to support children’s development and learning. 
· To research demographics, community characteristics, and sociocultural influences to understand the potential impact on children, families, and learning. 
· To reflect on how this research impacts their current and future role as culturally responsive early childhood educators.
· To envision what steps they will take as advocates in the field of early childhood education.

	National Association for Education of Young Children Standards (NAEYC) and Alaska Early Childhood CORE Competencies (AKCKC)
1. NAEYC/AKCKC Standard 2:  Building Family and Community Relationships 
a. (2a) Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community relationships
b. (2b) Supporting and empowering families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships
c. (2c) Involving families and communities in children’s development and learning
2. NAEYC/AKCKC Standard 6:  Becoming a Professional
a. (6a) Identifying and involving oneself with the early childhood field
b. (6e) Engaging in informed advocacy for children and their profession

*Addresses components of: Alaska Teaching Standards and Alaska Cultural Standards: AK Teaching Standard 7: A beginning teacher works as a partner with, families and the community.  Cultural Standard C: Culturally-responsive educators participate in community events and activities in appropriate and supportive ways.






Directions 
Research
Learn about a childcare center, preschool, Head Start, or other approved early learning center in your community through observation, interviews, and online research and other means as necessary.  There are three main areas to learn about.
1. Family and Community Engagement - how families and communities are engaged in the program  
2. Demographics and Community Data  - the population that is served
3. Cultural Responsiveness - Program Details - what makes this program special (special events, curriculum, partnerships, etc.)
To learn about these three elements, you will need to do an interview (with a teacher, director, and/or a parent), take a tour or do observations in a classroom, and gather materials (handbook, flyers, website info, etc.).
Presentation
Create a presentation (google slides, powerpoint, prezi, or other approved means) that addresses the three areas above.  You will present this in class.
Reflection
Write a reflection about the experience.  How will/could this information influence your teaching? How will/can you advocate for family partnerships and engagement this particular site?





School Community Study Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
3.00
	Meets Expectations
2.00
	Progressing Toward Expectations
[bookmark: _heading=h.eyhzha4bzu7v]1.00

	Building Family and Community Relationships: 
(NAEYC 2a) Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community relationships


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional knowledge through critical reflection, research, and/or recommendations or innovations to better serve family, school, and local community needs
	Student provides documentation of the connection between family, school and local community characteristics 

(as evidenced by demographics, charts, other pertinent information about local knowledge).... 

Student identifies and shares some additional resources that are culturally responsive used to address family needs
	Student documents emerging knowledge about family and school/agency characteristics

Student includes limited information or resources about how family needs are being addressed through culturally responsive practices


	Building Family and Community Relationships: 
(NAEYC 2b) Supporting and empowering families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional knowledge through critical reflection, research, and/or recommendations or innovations to better support and empower families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships 
	Student shares several strategies or examples about how students, teachers, and others build meaningful relationships with families, children, and the local community through a variety of interactions

Student addresses culturally responsive practices, how they support the needs of the child and/or family, and how these are present or could be incorporated at the school/agency
	Student shares at least one strategy or example about how to support meaningful relationships with families

Student shows little evidence of identifying how the school supports or could support family needs

	Building Family and Community Relationships: 
(NAEYC 2c) Involving families and communities in children’s development and learning 


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional knowledge through critical reflection, research, and/or recommendations or innovations to better involve families and communities in children’s development
	Student addresses how teachers respect, respond and involve families in creating a reciprocal relationship


	Student demonstrates limited evidence of understanding how teachers create relationships with families




	Becoming a Professional: (NAEYC 6a)
Identifying and involving oneself with the early childhood field 


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student documents additional actions they have taken to involve themselves within the school or community
	Student demonstrates an awareness of what is happening in the school and/or the community and the role they may play now or in the future in either the school or community
	Student alludes to what role they might play in the future in either the school or community

	Becoming a Professional: 
(NAEYC 6e)
Engaging in informed advocacy for children and their profession


	Student demonstrates all of the criteria for “meets expectations”

Student demonstrates additional actions
s/he has taken to apply the findings to advocate for families, children, and the early childhood profession 
	Student explains how they will apply some of the study’s findings in a school and/or community setting to advocate for families, children, and the early childhood profession
	Student does not state how they will apply the findings to advocate for families, children, and the early childhood profession
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