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WRTG placement reform: 
Using data to identify and narrow equity gaps







Using only placement tests (Accuplacer for writing and ALEKS for math):
40% of freshman place into pre-GER level writing
60% of freshman place into pre-GER level math


College Readiness


Valerie: In 2018, the Office of Student Success assessed institutional data related to student success outcomes (retention and graduation rates) and college preparedness. This data set a clear agenda: first year placement reform and first year advising.
29% of first-time freshmen entering in fall 2019 were eligible to enroll in college level Math and Writing based on their placement test scores. 


WRTG 111 
WRTG 110 
WRTG 090
4 Year Average Accuplacer Scores by Race


Valerie: We know that Accuplacer (our institutional writing placement instrument) is an imperfect measure of preparedness and racially biased. This slide shows the four year average of Accuplacer scores by race.  You can see that the White student average exceeds the WRTG 111 score benchmark.  The average scores of non-White students is below WRTG 111, with the majority of the average scores in the WRTG 090 range, which is two courses below college level writing. 

WRTG 192
(2 credits)

WRTG 111
(3 credits)

Accelerated Pathway to GER-level WRTG


Writing 
Sample

Course Matching Survey

Standardized Test Scores
Multiple Measures Placement
Multiple Measures Placement
Faculty-driven Interventions
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70%+ place into a higher writing class or ALP option


$450K in tuition savings since 2017


Results of Multiple Measure Approach


Valerie: the faculty-drive multiple measure approach is working- and working well. Over 70% of students who complete a writing sample place into a higher level writing course or an accelerated course.  Additionally, we know that students who complete the Accuplacer and the writing sample pass their WRTG courses at a higher rate than those placed by Accuplacer alone. The multiple measure approach, while more time intensive, saves students who place below WRTG 111 (the majority of whom are from underrepresented groups) time to degree and money while increasing their likelihood for successful course completion.


WRTG 111: Writing Across Contexts

WRTG 192: Accelerated Learning Program
Pass Rate by Race 2020-2021





WRTG 192

WRTG 111
Headcount by Race 2020-21





Alaska Middle College Enrollment in WRTG 111 ALP


Carrie: suggests that more students are testing into WRTG 111. 



Course Pass Rates


Carrie




% of FTF Enrolled in 0-Level Courses by Race


Valerie: FTF enrollment in 0 level courses is shrinking and the equity gaps are narrowing.  This tells us that first year placement reform and first year advising is working!  

Peer support programs
Seawolf Mentor 
CicleIn 
Student success programs database
Consistent data collection and regression analyses 
Banner Integration
UA-wide alignment & collaboration
Continued equity gains
Curriculum reform

Future Goals & Student Success Initiatives


Carrie: writing placement is changing rapidly on a global scale. impact of covid has forced shifts to happen quickly. Our story is part of an overall trend in higher education. 
In order to successfully scale this, we need it integrated into our everyday systems.
Collaborate, learn from one another, and keep context at the forefront. UAF, UAS, and Community campuses are making similar changes, and we can help one another make informed decisions. 
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