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Graduate Student Success Metric
The average (median and mode) number of semesters students take to complete any graduate degree or certificate program. 

Rationale: Student time in programs (i.e., part-time, full-time, stop-out) leads to decisions about program structure and needed institutional support for rigorous intellectual engagement while honoring time needed for successful completion. 



Average Number of Semesters to Completion 
Graduate Certificates	4.5 (mean)	
5.0 (median)
5.0 (mode)

Master’s Degrees		7.3 (mean)
				6.0 (median)
				5.0 (mode)

Doctoral Degrees		10.6 (mean)
				9.0 (median)
				8.0 (mode)




Five-Year Trends in Completion Time
(2016-2020)
Graduate Certificates steadily increased from 3.2 to 4.5 semesters

Master’s Degrees held relatively constant at 7.7 to 7.3 semesters

Doctoral Degrees ranged from 6.1 to 12.5 semesters currently at 10.6 semesters


Questions to Consider
What institutional resources might be allocated to reduce students’ time to program completion?
	Funding incentives at mid-point of degree?
	Specialized tutoring (i.e., writing, statistics)? 

2. How might program structure be revised to reduce time to     degree completion?
	Sequential certificates toward degree?
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