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About UAA


	

 


 About UAA 

UAA is the premier university in the heart of Alaska's largest city with campuses throughout Southcentral Alaska. Where culture, innovation and adventure converge, the unique locations provide unparalleled access to industry connections, Arctic research, outdoor recreation and more, facilitating once-in-a-lifetime experiences, groundbreaking education and impactful careers.
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 Academics 

UAA offers more than 100 degree and certificate programs that consistently prepare students for success after graduation. State-of-the-art classroom instruction and hands-on learning collide in UAA's innovative academic programs, which feature unique courses that train students to lead Alaska into the future.
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 Admissions and 
Financial Aid 

Learn more about admissions processes, taking classes, tour UAA in-person or virtually, and find out more about financial aid. The Office of Financial Aid is available to offer support and advice so you can make informed decisions regarding college funding options. The Enrollment Services Center offers virtual and walk-in appointments to help students apply; get help with financial aid, scholarships, and more.
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 Athletics 

From 13 competitive NCAA teams to recreation and intramural and club sports, students have the opportunity to excel in athletics at every level. The Alaska Airlines Center and Seawolf Sports Complex offer recreation as well as hosting community events and concerts. Students can take advantage of cheering for SeawolfNation with free tickets to many games.
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 Research 

UAA is a hub for cutting-edge theoretical and applied research in health, engineering, and the physical and social sciences. In nearly every discipline, undergraduate and graduate students have the opportunity to join research teams and collaborate with experienced faculty mentors.
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 Student Services 

Explore the wide variety of services and resources available at UAA to help promote your academic and personal success and well-being. From academic advising to student clubs and residence life, we're here to help you have an amazing university experience.
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 Alaska Natives 

Located in the ancestral homelands of the Dena'ina, Ahtna Dene, Alutiiq/Sugpiak, Chugachmiut and Eyak peoples, Alaska Native curriculum at UAA provides an in-depth perspective on contemporary Alaska Native societies, languages, cultures, history, politics, art, governments and corporations.
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                                       1000 Origami Cranes Project

                                       1000 Origami Cranes Project presented by UAA and Randolph Macon College to commemorate
                                          the 13th Year of the 2011 Earthquake and Tsunami.
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                        The mission of the Montgomery Dickson Center is to expand the instruction, appreciation,
                           and enjoyment of Japanese language and culture, engage in public outreach, enhance
                           existing and future international exchange activities with Japan, and serve the University
                           of Alaska and the State of Alaska as a resource with respect to Japanese bilateral
                           relations and understanding.
                        

                        
                        The Center's three main objectives are: 

                        
                        	to encourage, complement, and expand Japanese Language instruction within UAA and
                              throughout the State of Alaska,
                           
	to provide opportunities for Alaskans to experience, appreciate, understand, and enjoy
                              high-quality, significant, and culturally meaningful Japanese programs and events,
                              and
                           
	to serve as a locus within the university for facilitating student and faculty exchanges,
                              programmatic collaborations, and enhanced cooperation between Alaska and Japan.
                           


                        
                     

                     
                        
                        

                        
                     

                  

               

               
                  
                     
                        
                        Background

                        
                        The Japan Center was established to commemorate Montgomery “Monty” Dickson who perished in the March 11, 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami in Japan. After graduating from UAA in May 2009 with a B.A.
                              in Japanese, Monty participated in the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program and taught English in Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture, Japan.. Monty cherished Japanese culture, and it was his dream to be a bridge over the
                              Pacific Ocean to connect his homeland and Japan. On the morning of March 11, Monty translated words by an internationally known Japanese author, Ryōtarō Shiba,
                              into English, “There’s nothing as beautiful as dedicating one’s life for a cause."

                        
                        A Lasting Impact

                        
                        "I was greatly struck by the amount of respect and affection the community had for
                              Monty and what a great teacher and community member he was. It made me realize how
                              important one individual can be towards grassroots internationalization between our
                              countries of Japan and America." - Steven Wilson, Former Coordinator for the Monty
                              Dickson Center 
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                  Learn More about Monty Dickson

                  
                  Formation

                  
                  In the fall of 2011, the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership announced
                     the launch of the JET Memorial Project to commemorate Alaskan JET Program participant
                     and UAA graduate Montgomery Dickson. The CGP committed to support various activities
                     related to Japan-related studies at UAA for five years with the intent to enhance
                     future generation’s understanding of Japan. In 2016, with a generous grant from Rasmuson
                     Foundation, the Japan Center Tea Room in memory of Montgomery Dickson was created.
                  

                  
                   

               

               
                  
                     
                        
                        About 

                        
                        The Japan Center is housed within the College of Arts and Sciences at UAA and includes
                           a traditional demonstration Tea Room, located in the Social Sciences Building. Management
                           of the Center is run by a director and is advised and assisted by a community advisory
                           board comprised of UAA and public members. 
                        

                        
                        Director of the Montgomery Dickson Center for Japanese Language and Culture:

                        
                        Dr. Kaori Shimizu, Assistant Professor and Coordinator of Japanese, UAA

                        
                         

                        
                        	President: Brandon Locke: Director, World Languages and Immersion Programs, Anchorage School
                                    District 
	Vice President: Tanya Carlson: Director of Partnerships & Travel Trade, Alaska Travel Industry Association
	Dr. Paul Dunscomb: Professor, Department of History, University of Alaska Anchorage
	Dr. Hiroko Harada: Professor Emerita; Founder/Former Director of the UAA Japan Center
	Richard Marshall: Director of Operations, National Security Agency-Alaska
	Chuck Parker: Assistant Chief Pilot and B747 Captain, UPS Airlines
	Hannah Schlosstein: Asia Marketing Coordinator, Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 
	Whitney Wigren: Intelligence Analyst, FBI
	Greg Wolf: Alaska International Business Center


                        
                        Support

                        
                        Make a gift to help the Montgomery Dickson Center continue providing unique cultural
                           programming and learning opportunities to Alaskans.
Click on "Donate to the Monty Dickson Center" below.
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                        The Japanese Tea Ceremony

                        
                        "Monty particularly cherished the Japanese Tea Ceremony. The Center's Japanese Tea
                           Room helps to explore the profound depth and beauty of tea ceremony, to make it more
                           accessible to a greater number of people, and to serve as a special tribute to Monty's
                           spirit."
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                                    UAA is a comprehensive, open access, public university established on the ancestral
                                    homelands of the Dena’ina, Ahtna, Alutiiq/Sugpiaq, and Eyak/dAXunhyuu Peoples.
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	  UAA Facebook 
	  UAA Twitter 
	  UAA Instagram 
	  UAA LinkedIn 
	  UAA YouTube Channel 



                           		
                           		
                           	
                        

                     

                  

               

               [image: ]
                     		

UA is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, educational institution and provider and prohibits illegal discrimination against any individual. Learn more about UA's notice of nondiscrimination. UAA strives to make its online experiences accessible. Learn more about our Accessibility policy and how to provide feedback.

© 2024 University of Alaska Anchorage
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