
  Undergraduate Academic Board   
 Agenda 

                                      
 

January 25, 2007 
ADM 204 

2:00 – 5:00 pm   
 
I. Roll  
 
( )  Barbara Brown  ( )  Fred Barbee   ( )  Len Smiley 
( )  Caedmon Liburd  ( )  Gail Holtzman  ( )  Robin Wahto 
( )  Catherine Sullivan ( )  Grant Baker  ( )  Roy Poole 
( )  Cheryl Smith  ( )  Hilary Davies  ( )  Stephen Gillon 
( )  Deborah Mole  ( )  Hilary Seitz   ( )  Suzanne Forster 
( )  Erik Hirschmann  ( )  Toni Croft 
 
II.  Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1-3) 

  
III. Approval of Meeting Summary for January 25, 2008 (pg. 4-6) 

   
IV.  Administrative Report 
  

A.  Assistant Provost Tom Miller 
 

B.  Registrar John Allred 
 

V.  Chair’s Report  
 

A.  UAB Chair- Caedmon Liburd 
 
B. GER Chair- Suzanne Forster 

   
VI. Program/Course Action Request – Second Reading 

 
A. CAS 
 
Chg ENGL A212 Technical Writing (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg ENGL A313 Professional Writing (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg LING A101 The Nature of Language (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A101 Introduction to Logic (3 cr) (3+0)  
 
Chg PHIL A201 Introduction to Philosophy (3 cr) (3+0)  
 
Chg PHIL A211 History of Philosophy I (3 cr) (3+0)  
 
Chg PHIL A212 History of Philosophy II (3 cr) (3+0)  
 
Chg PHIL A301 Ethics (3 cr) (3+0)  
 
Chg PHIL A313 Eastern Philosophy & Religion (3 cr) (3+0) 
 
Chg PHIL A314 Western Religions (3 cr) (3+0)  
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Chg DNCE A061 Elementary Ballet (1 cr) (1+1) (pg. 27-29) 
 
Chg DNCE A081 Elementary Jazz (1 cr) (1+1) (pg. 30-33) 
 
Chg DNCE A101 Fundamentals of Ballet (2 cr) (1+2) (pg. 34-36) 
 
Chg DNCE A121 Fundamentals of Modern I (2 cr) (1+2) (pg. 37-40) 
 
Chg DNCE A151 Fundamentals of Tap I (1 cr) (1+1) (pg. 41-43) 
 
Chg THR A121 Introduction to Acting (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 55-58) 
 
Chg THR A131 Theatrical Production Techniques (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 59-62) 
 
Chg THR A141 Stagecraft I (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 63-66) 
 
Chg THR A151 Makeup for the Theatre (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 67-70) 
 
Chg THR A221 Movement for the Actor (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 71-74) 
 
Chg THR A243 Scene Design (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 75-78) 
 
Chg      THR A257 Costume Design and Construction I (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 79-82) 
 

             Chg THR  A295 Theatre Practicum: Technical (1-3 cr) (0+3-9) (pg. 83-85) 
 
Chg THR  A315 Playwriting Workshop (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 86-89) 
 
Chg THR  A321 Meisner Acting Technique (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 90-93) 

 
Chg THR  A325 Theatre Speech and Dialects (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 94-97) 
 

             Chg THR  A328 Acting Shakespeare (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 98-101) 
 

             Chg THR  A347 Lighting Design (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 102-105) 
 
Chg THR  A357 Costume Design and Construction II (3 cr) (1+4) (pg. 106-109) 
 
Chg THR  A413 Dramatic Theory and Criticism (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 114-117) 
 
Chg THR  A431 Directing I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 118-121) 
 
Chg THR  A435 Directing II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 122-125) 
 
Chg THR  A445 Advanced Theatre Production (3 cr) (0+6) (pg. 126-129)        
 
Chg THR  A480 Theatre Internship (5-15 cr) (0+15- 45) (pg. 130-132) 

 
Chg THR  A490 Selected Topics in Performance (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 133-135) 
 
Chg THR  A491 Selected Topics in Technical Theatre (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 136-139) 
 
Add THR  A492 Senior Seminar (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 140-144) 
 
Chg THR  A495 Advanced Practicum: Technical (1-3) (0+3-9) (pg. 145-148) 
 
 
B. CBPP 
  
Chg BA A231 Fundamentals of Supervision (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 22-26) 
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C. CTC 
 
Chg ATA A492 Air Transportation System Seminar (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 17-21) 
 
Chg FIRE A117 Rescue Practices (3 cr) (3+0)  
 
Chg   A.A.S. Fire and Emergency Services Technology-  

Fire Administration Option Only  
 

VII. Program/Course Action Request – First Reading 
 
Chg CED A107 Introduction to Active Stock Trading (1 cr) (1+0) (pg. 44-50) 
 
Chg THR  A376 CAD  for the Arts (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 110-113) 
 
Chg Bachelor of Arts, Theatre (pg. 149-153)                                             

    
VIII. Old Business 

 
IX. New Business 

 
A.   Graduation Form and Faculty Advising signature 
 

X. Informational Items and Adjournment 
 

A. Curriculum Log  
 

B. Curriculum Handbook 
 

C. Purge List 
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 Summary 

                                      
 

January 25, 2007 
ADM 204 

2:00 – 5:00 pm   
 
I. Roll  
 
( )  Barbara Brown  (x)  Fred Barbee  (x)  Len Smiley 
(x)  Caedmon Liburd  (x)  Gail Holtzman  (x)  Robin Wahto 
(x)  Catherine Sullivan ( )  Grant Baker  (x)  Roy Poole 
(x)  Cheryl Smith  (x)  Hilary Davies  (x)  Stephen Gillon 
(x)  Deborah Mole  (x)  Hilary Seitz   (x)  Suzanne Forster 
(x)  Erik Hirschmann  (x)  Toni Croft 
 
II.  Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1-3) 

Approved 
  

III. Approval of Meeting Summary for January 18, 2008 (pg. 4-6) 
Approved 
   

IV.  Administrative Report 
  

A.  Assistant Provost Tom Miller 
Occupational Endorsements for CIOS have been signed off by the Chancellor 
Policy on related instruction on policy collegiate level and collegiate  

             Suggestion from Ardith Lynch from Statewide Legal Council to look at centralized catalog copy  
             that identifies difference in practicum courses 
             1st formal step in Accreditation Process will be occurring next month day at day and a half     
              conference in Seattle 
              Need to familiarize ourselves with Bologna Arrangements and transferability of credits 
 

B.  Registrar John Allred 
Removed signature line for application of graduation 
MOTION (Robin Wahto): The UAB recommends that the signature line on the Application for 
Graduation form should be revised by removing “attest” and read as follows: “I have reviewed 
the requirements with the student and to the best of my knowledge the student is eligible to 
apply for graduation.” 
2nd Gail Holtzman 
For 12 
Against 0 
 
MOTION: Unless required by the degree granted programs, students can not be prevented from 
graduation based on lack of faculty signature. 
Motion Withdrawn 
 
In process of offering Degree Works Program 
For consideration: Have a few students who are taking year long Practicum, and received financial 
aid in the fall, and now they realize they are not eligible for financial aid for the spring. 
 

V.  Chair’s Report  
 

A.  UAB Chair- Caedmon Liburd 
 
B. GER Chair- Suzanne Forster 

 ATA and HUMS courses were approved   
VI. Program/Course Action Request – Second Reading 
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A. CAS 
 
Chg ENGL A212 Technical Writing (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg ENGL A313 Professional Writing (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg LING A101 The Nature of Language (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A101 Introduction to Logic (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A201 Introduction to Philosophy (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A211 History of Philosophy I (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A212 History of Philosophy II (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A301 Ethics (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A313 Eastern Philosophy & Religion (3 cr) (3+0) 
No revisions received  
 
Chg PHIL A314 Western Religions (3 cr) (3+0)  
No revisions received  
 
 
B. CHSW 
  
Chg HUMS A495B Human Services Practicum IV (3 cr) (1+9) (pg. 7-16) 
Approved 
 
C. CTC 
 
Chg ATA A492 Air Transportation System Seminar (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 17-21) 
Initiator unable to attend 
 
Chg FIRE A117 Rescue Practices (3 cr) (3+0)  
Initiator unable to attend 
 
Chg   A.A.S. Fire and Emergency Services Technology-  

Fire Administration Option Only  
Initiator unable to attend 
 

VII. Program/Course Action Request – First Reading 
 
Chg BA A231 Fundamentals of Supervision (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 22-26) 
Accepted 
 
Chg DNCE A061 Elementary Ballet (1 cr) (1+1) (pg. 27-29) 
 
Side note: Handbook revision look at repeat credit 
Accepted 
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Chg DNCE A081 Elementary Jazz (1 cr) (1+1) (pg. 30-33) 
Accepted 
 
Chg DNCE A101 Fundamentals of Ballet (2 cr) (1+2) (pg. 34-36) 
Accepted 
 
Chg DNCE A121 Fundamentals of Modern I (2 cr) (1+2) (pg. 37-40) 
Accepted 
 
Chg DNCE A151 Fundamentals of Tap I (1 cr) (1+1) (pg. 41-43) 
Accepted 
 
Chg CED A107 Introduction to Active Stock Trading (1 cr) (1+0) (pg. 44-50) 
Initiator did not attend 
 
Add PER A172 Kenai Fishing Academy (2 cr) (1+2) (pg. 51-54) 
MOTION to send course back to KPC to comply with coordination, risk management, Kenai to 
be removed from title, and clear up confusion about 2 week course length.  
 
Chg THR A121 Introduction to Acting (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 55-58) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR A131 Theatrical Production Techniques (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 59-62) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR A141 Stagecraft I (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 63-66) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR A151 Makeup for the Theatre (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 67-70) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR A221 Movement for the Actor (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 71-74) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR A243 Scene Design (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 75-78) 
Accepted 
 
Chg      THR A257 Costume Design and Construction I (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 79-82) 
Accepted 
 

             Chg THR  A295 Theatre Practicum: Technical (1-3 cr) (0+3-9) (pg. 83-85) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A315 Playwriting Workshop (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 86-89) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A321 Meisner Acting Technique (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 90-93) 
Accepted 

 
Chg THR  A325 Theatre Speech and Dialects (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 94-97) 
Accepted 
 

             Chg THR  A328 Acting Shakespeare (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 98-101) 
Accepted 
 

             Chg THR  A347 Lighting Design (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 102-105) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A357 Costume Design and Construction II (3 cr) (1+4) (pg. 106-109) 
Accepted 
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Chg THR  A376 CAD  for the Arts (3 cr) (2+2) (pg. 110-113) 
Tabled until ART A376 is brought forward 
 
Chg THR  A413 Dramatic Theory and Criticism (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 114-117) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A431 Directing I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 118-121) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A435 Directing II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 122-125) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A445 Advanced Theatre Production (3 cr) (0+6) (pg. 126-129)        
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A480 Theatre Internship (5-15 cr) (0+15- 45) (pg. 130-132) 
Accepted 

 
Chg THR  A490 Selected Topics in Performance (3 cr) (2+3) (pg. 133-135) 
Accepted 
 
Chg THR  A491 Selected Topics in Technical Theatre (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 136-139) 
Accepted 
 
Add THR  A492 Senior Seminar (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 140-144) 
Remanded to GER 
 
Chg THR  A495 Advanced Practicum: Technical (1-3) (0+3-9) (pg. 145-148) 
Accepted 
 
Chg Bachelor of Arts, Theatre (pg. 149-153) 
Postponed until next meeting                                                        

    
VIII. Old Business 

 
IX. New Business 

 
X. Informational Items and Adjournment 

 
A. Curriculum Log  

 
B. Curriculum Handbook 

 
C. Purge List 

 
D. Developmental Program just received National Certification 

 
For next meeting- Graduation Form and Faculty Advising signature 
Meeting adjourned 
 

  
 



        Approved 
        Disapproved:  
Initiator (faculty only)         Date              Dean/Director of School/College  Date 
 
     Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:           Disapproved: 
          Department Chairperson       Date               Undergraduate or Graduate    Date 

             Academic Board Chairperson 
 

    Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:         Disapproved: 
                              Curriculum Committee Chairperson      Date              Provost or Designee    Date 
 

 
    
1a.  School or College 
       AS CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
       AHUM Division of Humanities 
 

1c. Department 
      Philosophy 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      PHIL 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A101 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
           

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Introduction to Logic 
          
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2008                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other Update CCG 

 

12.    Cross Listed with         
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
        Philosophy Major, Philosophy Minor 
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     CAS Departments, UAA Faculty Listserve                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       Develops formal and informal reasoning skills, introduces deductive logic via statement logic, analyzes arguments and introduces 
scientific and inductive reasoning, reviews common fallacies and methods for evaluating arguments.      
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
            

17b.  Test Score(s) 
                

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
                
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
                
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        GER revision update to course description and added goals and outcomes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 

I. Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 

II. Course Information 

A. College: College of Arts and Sciences 

B. Course Subject: Philosophy 

C. Course Number: PHIL A101 

D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours: 3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 

E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 

F. Course Title: Introduction to Logic 

G. Grading Basis: A-F 

H. Course Description: Develops formal and informal reasoning skills, introduces deductive 
 logic via statement logic, analyzes arguments and introduces scientific and inductive 
 reasoning, reviews common fallacies and methods for evaluating arguments. 

I. Prerequisites: None 
J.    Registration Restriction: None 

K.  Course Fee: No 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 

Instructional Goals. The instructor will: 
• Provide an introduction to formal and informal logical reasoning and the identification 

and evaluation of arguments. 
• Provide knowledge and techniques for improving critical thinking skills. 
• Provide an understanding of logical concepts. 

 
Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 

• Identify premises and conclusions of arguments. 
• Recognize and diagnose common fallacious arguments. 
• Distinguish deductive from inductive arguments and identify several common legitimate 

forms for each category. 
• Identify the development of logic in its historical context. 
• Apply formal techniques for proving validity or invalidity of an argument. 
 
 



IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment: 

Evaluation criteria will be clearly stated on individual course syllabi at the discretion of the 
course instructor. Evaluation will typically include, but is not limited to, in-class examinations, 
homework, and participation. 

V. Course Level Justification: 

This course provides fundamental critical thinking and reasoning skills for all disciplines and 
courses. 

VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. Introduction to argumentation 

1.1. Premises and conclusion 
1.2. Inductive and deductive reasoning 
1.3. Basics of argument analysis 
1.4. Forms and counter-examples 
 

2. Informal Fallacies 
2.1. Fallacies of relevance 
2.2. Fallacies involving definitions 
2.3. Fallacies of presumption 
2.4. Inductive fallacies 
 

3. Introduction to formal logic 
3.1. Famous forms 
3.2. Venn diagrams 
3.3. Symbolizing statements 
3.4. Formal fallacies 
3.5. Argument reconstruction 
 

4. Statement logic 
4.1. Translating English into logical notation using Boolean connectives 
4.2. Proving validity using inference rules in a formal system 
4.3. Proving invalidity using models 
 

5. Inductive and Scientific Reasoning 
5.1. Mill’s Methods of scientific reasoning 
5.2. Basic concepts and procedures for estimating probability 
5.3. Interpretations of the probability calculus 
5.4. Statistical inferences 
 

6. Possible additional topics 
6.1. Predicate logic 
6.2. Modal logic 
6.3. Deviant logics 



 
Suggested Texts 
 
Johnson, Robert M. 2007. Fundamentals of Reasoning. Belmont: Wadsworth 
Layman, Stephen C. 2005. The Power of Logic. Boston: McGraw Hill.  
Salmon, M. 2006.  Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking. Belmont: Wadsworth. 
 
Bibliography 
 
Frege, Gottlob. 1892. “On Sense and Reference.” In Translations from the Philosophical Writing 
of Gottlob Frege, ed. and trans. by Peter Geach and Max Black. Oxford: Blackwell, 1966. 
Haack, Susan. 1978. Philosophy of Logics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Jacquette, Dale., Dov Gabbay, and Paul Thagard. 2006. Philosophy of Logic. Oxford: North 
Holland. 
Kneale, William, and Martha Kneale. 1985. The Development of Logic. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 
Kripke, Saul. 1978. Naming and Necessity. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Loux, Michael J. 1979. The Possible and the Actual. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.  
Quine, Willard V.O. 1980. From a Logical Point of View. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Putnam, Hilary. Philosophy of Logic. 1971. New York: Harper Row. 
Read, Stephen. 1985. Thinking About Logic: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Logic. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 
Strawson, Peter F. ed. 1967. Philosophical Logic. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 



        Approved 
        Disapproved:  
Initiator (faculty only)         Date              Dean/Director of School/College  Date 
 
     Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:           Disapproved: 
          Department Chairperson       Date               Undergraduate or Graduate    Date 

             Academic Board Chairperson 
 

    Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:         Disapproved: 
                              Curriculum Committee Chairperson      Date              Provost or Designee    Date 
 

 
    
1a.  School or College 
       AS CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
       AHUM Division of Humanities 
 

1c. Department 
      Philosophy 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      PHIL 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A201 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
           

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Introduction to Philosophy 
          
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2008                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other Update CCG 

 

12.    Cross Listed with         
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
        Philosophy Major, Philosophy Minor 
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     CAS, UAA Faculty Listserve                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       Introduces works of major influential thinkers, both ancient and modern, focusing on the Western philosophical tradition. 
Emphasizes central problems of knowledge, reality, and good and evil.      
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
            

17b.  Test Score(s) 
                

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
                
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
                
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        GER revision update course description and added goals and outcomes.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 

I. Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 

II. Course Information 

A. College: College of Arts and Sciences 

B. Course Subject: Philosophy 

C. Course Number: PHIL A201 

D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours:  3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 

E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 

F. Course Title: Introduction to Philosophy 

G. Grading Basis: A-F 

H. Course Description: Introduces works of major influential thinkers, both ancient and modern, 
 focusing on the Western philosophical tradition. Emphasizes central problems of 
 knowledge, reality, and good and evil. 

I. Prerequisites: None 
J.    Registration Restriction: None 

K.  Course Fee: No 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 

Instructional Goals. The instructor will: 
• Provide students with knowledge and understanding of leading philosophical thinkers, 

texts and arguments in metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics in classical and 
contemporary contexts. 

• Enable students to develop their critical reasoning and communication skills while 
learning to comprehend and evaluate philosophical arguments. 

• Provide students with a practical grasp of philosophical methods and strategies of 
argumentation. 

 
Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate their knowledge of key arguments and issues in metaphysics, epistemology 
and ethics in classical and contemporary contexts. 

• Demonstrate critical reasoning and communication skills by comprehending and 
evaluating philosophical arguments. 

• Demonstrate the ability to apply philosophical methodology by developing their own 
positions and arguments. 



 

IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment 

Evaluation criteria are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; however, 
however, evaluation may include, but not be limited to, essay examinations, multiple-choice 
examinations, group projects, individual class presentations, oral examinations, essays, and 
Blackboard discussion groups. 

V. Course Level Justification 

This course provides fundamental critical thinking and reasoning skills for all disciplines and 
courses. 

VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. What is Philosophy? 

1.1. Logic and Arguments 
1.2. Plato 
 

2. The Existence of God 
2.1. Ontological Argument 
2.2. Cosmological Argument 
2.3. Design Argument 
2.4. Scientific Explanations 
2.5. Problem of Evil 
 

3. The Nature of Knowledge 
3.1. Skepticism 
3.2. Knowledge and Belief 
3.3. Epistemic Justification 
3.4. Foundationalism 
3.5. Coherentism 
3.6. Descartes 
3.7. Hume and Induction 
 

4. Mind and Body 
4.1. Substance and Property Dualism 
4.2. Physicalism/Materialism 
4.3. Idealism 
4.4. Identity Theory 
4.5. Functionalism 
4.6. Folk Psychology 
4.7. Thinking Machines 
 

5. The Problem of Free Will 
5.1. Libertarianism 



5.2. Determinism and Indeterminism 
5.3. Compatibilism 
5.4. Causation 
5.5. Behaviorism 
 

6. Morality and the Good Life 
6.1. Morality and Rationality 
6.2. Egoism 
6.3. Moore and the “Open Question” 
6.4. Consequentialism and Non-consequentialism 
6.5. Deontology 

6.5.1. Kant 
6.5.2. Ross 

6.6. Virtue Theory 
 

7. Theories of Justice 
7.1. Contractarianism 
7.2. Libertarianism 
7.3. Egalitarianism 
7.4. Utilitarianism 

 
Suggested Texts 
 
Appiah, Kwame Anthony. 2003. Thinking It Through: An Introduction to Contemporary 
Philosophy. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Cahn, Steven, ed. 2007. Classics of Western Philosophy. New York: Hackett Publishers.  
Perry, John and Michael Bratman, eds. 1999. Introduction to Philosophy. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
Sober, Elliott. 2004. Core Questions in Philosophy: A Text With Readings. New York: Prentice 
Hall. 
 
Bibliography 
Audi, Robert. 1999. The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy. New York: Cambridge University 
Press. 
Blackburn, Simon. 1999. Think. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Bowie, G. Lee, Meredith W. Michaels, and Robert C. Solomon, eds. 2006. Twenty Questions: An 
Introduction to Philosophy. Wadsworth: Belmont, CA. 
Durant, Will. 1964. The Story of Philosophy. New York: Washington Square Press. 
Honderich, Ted. ed. 2005. Oxford Companion to Philosophy. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 
Perry, John. 1978. A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality. New York: Hackett 
Publishers. 
Rachels, James. 2006. The Elements of Moral Philosophy. New York: McGraw-Hill Publishers. 
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Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 

I. Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 

II. Course Information 

A. College: College of Arts and Sciences 

B. Course Subject: Philosophy 

C. Course Number: PHIL A211 

D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours: 3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 

E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 

F. Course Title: History of Philosophy I 

G. Grading Basis: A-F 

H. Course Description: Survey of philosophy from the pre-Socratic era through the late Middle 
 Ages. Traces development of scientific, metaphysical, epistemological and ethical thought 
 with emphasis on pivotal historical figures and debates. 

I. Prerequisites: None 
J.    Registration Restriction: None 

K.   Course Fee: No 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 

Instructional Goals. The instructor will: 
• Trace historical themes and debates through discussion of relevant texts.  
• Engage students with questions and problems historical philosophers faced. 
• Critically examine historical attempts at theory construction. 
• Help students engage in these debates and develop their own responses and thoughts 

about philosophical issues. 

Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
• Analyze and critically evaluate metaphysical, epistemological and ethical issues. 
• Demonstrate a broad knowledge of the western philosophical tradition through the 

ancient and medieval eras. 
• Articulate orally and in writing the major issues and arguments arising throughout these 

periods. 
 
 
 



IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment: 

Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; however, 
evaluation will include, but not be limited to, exams, papers, presentations, argument analyses, 
and quizzes. 

V. Course Level Justification: 

This course builds upon GER Basic College-Skills (Tier 1).  The course develops skills in 
philosophical analysis, and written and oral communication, and connects Tier 1 and upper 
division philosophy courses. 

VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. Intellectual Background 

1.1. Mythology 
1.1.1. Homer 
1.1.2. Hesiod 

2. Pre-Socratic Philosophy 
2.1. Milesian School 

2.1.1. Thales 
2.1.2. Anaximander 
2.1.3. Anaximander 

2.2. Sicilian School 
2.2.1. Pythagoras 
2.2.2. Heraclitus 
2.2.3. Parmenides 

2.3. Pluralism 
2.3.1. Atomists 
2.3.2. Empedocles 
2.3.3. Anaxagoras 
 

3. Socratic Philosophy 
3.1 Historical vs. Platonic Figure 
3.2 Method 
3.3 Epistemology 
3.4 Ethics 
3.5 Religious Views 
 

4.  Plato 
4.1 Method and use of dialogues 
4.2 Epistemology 

4.2.1. Recollection 
4.2.2  Hypothetical method 
4.2.3. Dialectic 

4.3.Metaphysics 
4.3.1 Theory of forms 



4.3.2. Nature of the soul 
4.4. Ethics and politics 

4.4.1.The ideal state 
4.4.2.Theory of virtues 
4.4.3.Role of knowledge 
 

5. Aristotle 
5.1.  Systematic philosophy 
5.2.  Organon 
5.3.  Physics 
5.4.  Hylomorphism 
5.5.  Metaphysics 
5.6.  De Anima 
5.7.  Ethics and Politics 
 

6. Hellenistic Philosophy 
6.1.  Epicureanism 
6.2.  Stoicism 
6.3.  Skepticism 
 

7. Early Medieval Philosophy 
7.1.  Porphyry 
7.2.  Neo-Platonism 
7.3.  Neo-Pythagoreanism 
7.4.  Augustine 
7.5.  Boethius 
7.6.  Plotinus 
 

8. Later Medieval Philosophy 
8.1.  Arab influence/rediscovery of texts 
8.2.  Aquinas 
8.3.  Ockam 
8.4.  Scotus 
8.5.  Influence on Descartes and forerunners of the Scientific Revolution 
 

Suggested Texts 
 
Annas, J. 2000. Voices of Ancient Philosophy: An Introductory Reader, New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
Cohen, S. M., Patricia Curd and C.D. Reeve, eds. 1995. Readings in Ancient Greek Philosophy. 
Indianapolis: Hackett. 
Hyman, Arthur and James Walsh. 1983. Philosophy in the Middle Ages: The Christian, Islamic, 
and Jewish Traditions. Indianapolis: Hackett. 
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Sayre, K.M. 2006: Metaphysics and Method in Plato’s Statesman. Cambridge. 
Stauffer, D. 2006: The Unity of Plato’s Gorgias. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
White, N. P. 1979. A Companion to Plato's Republic. Indianapolis: Hackett. 
 
Aristotle 
Ackrill, J. 1963. Aristotle: Categories and De Interpretatione, Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
Addis, L. 1972. “Aristotle and the Independence of Substances.” Philosophy and 
Phenomenological Research 54: 699-708. 
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Oxford University Press. 
 
Aquinas and Medieval Philosophy 
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Mauer. Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies. 
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16.  Course Description  
       Survey of philosophy from the Scientific Revolution through German Idealism (Modern Period). Examines the influences (Western 
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Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 

I. Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 

II. Course Information 

A. College: College of Arts and Sciences 

B. Course Subject: Philosophy 

C. Course Number: PHIL A212 

D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours 3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 

E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 

F. Course Title: History of Philosophy II 

G. Grading Basis: A-F 

H. Course Description:  Survey of philosophy from the Scientific Revolution through German 
Idealism (Modern Period). Examines the influences (Western and non-Western) and traces the 
development of scientific, metaphysical, epistemological and ethical thought with emphasis on 
historical texts.  

I. Prerequisites: None 
J.   Registration Restriction: None 

K.  Course Fee: No 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 

Instructional Goals. The instructor will: 
• Trace historical themes and debates through discussion of relevant texts.  
• Engage students with questions and problems facing historical philosophers in the 

Modern Period.  
• Help students engage in these debates and develop their own responses and thoughts 

about philosophical issues. 

Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
• Analyze and critically evaluate metaphysical, epistemological and ethical issues. 
• Demonstrate a broad knowledge of the western philosophical tradition in the Modern 

Period. 
• Articulate orally and in writing the major issues and arguments arising throughout these 

periods. 



 
 

IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment: 

Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; however, 
evaluation will include, but not be limited to group work, Blackboard discussion groups, essays 
and exams. 

V. Course Level Justification: 

This course builds upon GER Basic College-Skills (Tier 1).  The course develops skills in 
philosophical analysis, and written and oral communication, and connects Tier 1 and upper 
division philosophy courses. 

VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. From Scholasticism to the Scientific Revolution 

1.1. Classical, Medieval, and Eastern Philosophy 
1.2. Neoplatonism 
1.3. Aquinas 
1.4. Averroes 
1.5. Metaphysics and Epistemology 
 

2. Bacon 
2.1. Methodological Empiricism 
2.2. Rejection of Scientia  
2.3. The Advancement of Knowledge and The Great Instauration 
2.4. The Four Idols 
 

3. Hobbes 
3.1. Materialism 
3.2. Geometry 
3.3. Political Philosophy 
 

4. Descartes 
4.1. Meditations and Principles of Knowledge 
4.2. Skepticism and Theism 
4.3. Cartesian Skepticism 
4.4. Foundationalism 
4.5. Dualism 
4.6. Essentialism 
4.7. God and ideas 
 

5. Locke 
5.1. Ideas 
5.2. Boyle 



5.3. Primary and Secondary Qualities 
5.4. “Material Substance” 
5.5. Types of Knowledge 
5.6. Personal Identity 
5.7. Political Philosophy 
 

6. Berkeley 
6.1. God and Skepticism 
6.2. Abstract Ideas 
6.3. Innate Ideas 
6.4. Idealism 
6.5. God 
6.6. Criticism of Locke 
 

7. Leibniz 
7.1. Substance  
7.2. Monads 
7.3. Principle of Sufficient Reason 
7.4. Pre-established Harmony 
7.5. God 
 

8. Spinoza 
8.1. Monism 
8.2. Theism 
8.3. Dual Aspect theory 
8.4. God and Nature 
8.5. Free Will and Necessity 
 

9. Hume 
9.1. Naturalism 
9.2. Empiricism 
9.3. Ideas and Impressions 
9.4. Relations of Ideas and Matters of Fact 
9.5. Causation and Custom 
9.6. Induction 
9.7. Personal Identity 
 

10. Kant 
10.1. Empiricism and Rationalism 
10.2. Kant and the Critiques 
10.3. Analytic and Synthetic 
10.4. Transcendental Deduction 
10.5. Unity of Apperception 
 

11. Hegel 
11.1. Reaction to Fichte and Schelling 



11.2. Subjective vs. objective idealism 
11.3. Dialectical reasoning 
11.4. Dialectic, Geist and History 
 
 
 

Suggested Texts 
 
Baird, Forrest and Walter Kaufmann, eds. 2003. Modern Philosophy Fourth Edition. Forrest 
Prentice Hall.  
Cottingham, John. 1988. The Rationalists. Oxford University Press. 
Kenny, Anthony. 2006. The Rise of Modern Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Woolhouse, Roger. 1988. The Empiricists. Oxford University Press. 
 
Bibliography  
 
Anscombe, Elizabeth and Peter Thomas Geach, eds. 1975. Descartes Philosophical Writings. 
London: Open University Press. 
Atherton, Margaret. 1994. Women Philosophers of the Early Modern Period. Hackett Pub. Co. 
Ayers, Michael. 1991. Locke: Epistemology and Ontology. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Bennett, Jonathan. 1971. Locke, Berkeley, Hume: Central Themes. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
Berkeley, George. 1988. Principles of Human Knowledge and Three Dialogues. Penguin. 
Blocker, H. Gene. 1998. World Philosophy: An East-West Comparative Introduction to 
Philosophy. New York: Prentice Hall. 
Brown, Deborah J. 2006: Descartes and the Passionate Mind.  Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
Grant, Edward. 2006. A History of Natural Philosophy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Greene, Marjorie. 1983. Descartes. University of Minnesota Press. 
Haakonssen, Knud 2006: The Cambridge History of Eighteenth Century Philosophy. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
Hume, David. 1978. A Treatise of Human Nature. ed. Peter Nidditch. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 
Kant, Immanuel. 1933. Critique of Pure Reason. trans. Norman Kemp Smith. London: 
Macmillan. 
Kenny, Anthony, ed. 1994. The Oxford History of Western Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 
Kenny, Anthony. 2006. The Rise of Modern Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press  
Locke, John. 1975. An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, ed. Peter Nidditch. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 
Longuenesse, Beatrice. 2001. Kant and the Capacity to Judge. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press. 
Mackie, John. 1976. Problems from Locke. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Oneil, Onora. 1990. Constructions of Reason: Explorations of Kant’s Practical Philosophy. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Radcliffe, Elizabeth, and Anand Jayprakash Vaidya. Eds. 2007. Late Modern Philosophy. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



Safavi, Seyed G. A Comparative Study of Islamic and Western Philosophy. London Academy of 
Iranian Studies. 
Schott, Robin May ed. 1997. Feminist Interpretations of Kant. College Park: University of 
Pennsylvania Press. 
Smith, Norman Kemp. 1933. A Commentary to Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. London: 
Macmillan. 
Stroud, Barry. 1981. Hume. London: Routledge. 
Woolhouse, Roger. 1993. Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz: The Concept of Substance in 17th C 
Metaphysics. London: Routledge. 
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16.  Course Description  
       An introduction to major theories in normative ethics and metaethics, and the arguments of important moral philosophers.  
Emphasis on critical reasoning, as well as evaluation and analysis of arguments.  Includes the application of ethical theory to 
contemporary moral issues, such as rights and distributive justice, environmental and animal issues, abortion, terrorism, and 
euthanasia.       
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COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 

I. Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 

II. Course Information 

A. College: College of Arts and Sciences 

B. Course Subject: Philosophy 

C. Course Number: PHIL A301 

D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours:  3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 

E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 

F. Course Title: Ethics 

G. Grading Basis: A-F 

H. Course Description: An introduction to major theories in normative ethics and metaethics, 
and the arguments of important moral philosophers.  Emphasis on critical reasoning, as well as 
evaluation and analysis of arguments.  Includes the application of ethical theory to contemporary 
moral  issues, such as rights and distributive justice, environmental and animal issues, abortion, 
terrorism, and euthanasia.  

I. Prerequisites: ENGL A211 or ENGL A212 or ENGL A213 or ENGL A214.  
  
J. Registration Restriction: None 
 
K. Course Fee: No 

III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 

Instructional Goals. The instructor will: 
• Provide techniques for critical thinking in ethical reasoning. 
• Provide instruction and evaluation of leading ethical theories and their application to 

contemporary moral issues. 
• Provide learning opportunities for effective communication and engaged learning. 

Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate orally and in writing critical thinking skills on ethical problems. 
• Demonstrate orally and in writing knowledge of key issues and arguments in classical 

and contemporary ethics. 
• Demonstrate orally and in writing knowledge of influential ethical theories and 

approaches and how they apply to major issues. 



 
 

IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment: 

Evaluation procedures are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course; however, 
evaluation may include, but not be limited to, case studies, group work, service learning projects, 
class reports, Blackboard discussion groups, papers and exams. 

V. Course Level Justification: 
The instructional goals and student outcomes for this course are appropriate for students of junior 
or senior-standing.  Adequate exploration of the course’s subject matter requires critical and 
mature examination of contemporary ethical topics and analysis.  Strong analytical, reading, 
writing and oral communication skills are essential for students enrolling in this course  

VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. What is ethics? 

1.1. Philosophical method – argumentation 
1.2. Normative and Non-Normative Ethics 
 

2. Metaethics 
2.1. Moral Realism and Anti-realism 
2.2. Cognitivism and Non-cognitivism 
2.3. Internalism and Externalism 
 

3. Ethical Relativism 
3.1. Anthropological views of ethics 
3.2. Critiques of Relativism 
3.3. Ethics and Religion 
 

4. Ethical and Psychological Egoism 
4.1. Ring of Gyges – Plato 
4.2. Rationality and Self-Interest 
4.3. Egoism Social Contract Theories 
4.4. Sociobiological Arguments 
4.5. Critiques of Egoism 
 

5. Utilitarianism 
5.1. Benthamite Pleasure Calculus 
5.2. J.S. Mill’s Happiness Principle 
5.3. Rule and Act Utilitarianism 
5.4. Trolley Dilemmas 
 

6. Kantian Ethics 
6.1. Deontological Ethics 
6.2. Categorical Imperative 



6.3. Perfect and Imperfect Duties 
 
 

7. Human Rights and Justice 
7.1. Poverty and Justice 
7.2. Moral Responsibility to Distant Others 
7.3. Lifeboat Ethics 
7.4. Globalization and Worker’s Rights 
 

8. Virtue Ethics 
8.1. Aristotle – Defining the Virtues 
8.2. Emotions and Reason in Ethics 
8.3. Living a Virtuous Life 
8.4. Human Capabilities and Human Rights 
 

9. Feminist Ethics 
9.1. Bias in Traditional Ethics 
9.2. Gilligan and Kohlberg 
9.3. Caring and Ethics 
9.4. Situationalist Ethics 
 

10. Abortion Rights 
10.1. Definition of Persons 
10.2. Rights Perspective 
10.3. Ethics of Care Perspective 
 

11. Euthanasia 
11.1. Active and Passive Euthanasia 
11.2. Respect for Autonomy 
11.3. Responsibilities of Medical Professionals 
 

12. Environmental Ethics 
12.1. Animal Rights  
12.2. Biomedical Research 
12.3. Value of Nature 
12.4. Global Warming and Global Responsibilities. 
 

13. War and Terrorism 
13.1. The Concept of a “Just” War 
13.2. War, Humanitarian Intervention and Human Rights 
13.3. Violent and Non-violent Responses to Political Authority 

 
Suggested Texts: 
 
Almond, Brenda and Donald Hill, eds. 1991.  Applied Philosophy: Morals and Metaphysics in Contemporary 
Debate. New York: Routledge. 



 
Beauchamp, Tom. 2001. Philosophical Ethics: An Introduction to Moral Theory. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
 
Boss, Judith. 2006. Analyzing Moral Issues, Boston: McGraw Hill. 
 
Rachels, James. 2006. The Elements of Moral Philosophy Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
 
Rachels, James. 2006. The Right Thing To Do. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
 
Thiroux, Jacques and Keith Drasemann. 2007. Ethics: Theory and Practice. New Jersey: Pearson. 
 
Timmons, Mark. 2006. Disputed Moral Issues. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 
 

I. Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 

II. Course Information 
 
A. College: College of Arts and Sciences 
 
B. Course Subject: Philosophy 
 
C. Course Number: PHIL A313 
 
D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours: 3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 
 
E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 
 
F. Course Title: Eastern Philosophy and Religion 
 
G. Grading Basis: A – F 
 
H. Course Description: Study of Eastern philosophical and religious traditions, particularly 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism and Confucianism.  Includes studying basic concepts, tenets 
and practices of these traditions and related modern developments such as transnational 
translation and gender issues. 

 
I.    Prerequisites: ENGL A211 or ENGL A212 or ENGL A213 or ENGL A214. 
 

J.   Registration Restrictions:  

 

K.    Course Fee: No 

 
III. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A. Instructional Goals: This course is intended to provide upper level students with a thorough 
understanding of religions as complex, contextualized phenomena.  The course provides 
opportunities to grasp the basic structures, key terms and central philosophical concepts of major 
Eastern religious and philosophical traditions.  Knowledge from this course better equips 
students to evaluate and respond as global citizens.  
 
The instructor will: 

• Provide students with a thorough understanding of religions and philosophies as 
contextualized and dynamic pieces of living cultures. 

• Provide an enhanced knowledge of the interdisciplinary perspectives intrinsic to cross-
cultural study of religion and philosophy (anthropology, folklore, history, ecology, 
sociology, theology). 



• Provide substantial knowledge of key terms and concepts within each of the Eastern 
systems explored and exposure to non-deliberative ways of knowing. 

• Provide the opportunity for students to enhance the following skills: critical thinking; 
accurate and aesthetic written communication; verbal facility in presentation and 
discussion; active listening and enacted respect for others. 

 
B. Student Outcomes: At the end of the course students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the key figures, common terms, symbols, texts, narratives, 
divisions and practices of the studied systems. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the interplay between culture and history  
• Demonstrate knowledge of the interconnections between religion and philosophy.  
 

IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment: 
 
Typical evaluation methods will include exams, in-class writing assignment, projects and 
research papers, group presentations, debates, participation in small group and full-class 
discussions.   
 
V.  Course Level Justification: 
 
The instructional goals and student outcomes for this course are appropriate for students of junior 
or senior-standing.  Adequate exploration of the course’s subject matter requires critical and 
mature examination of alternative belief systems and complex historical (including 
contemporary) situations.  The course work also requires mastery of an exceptionally large 
number of foreign (e.g. – Sanskrit, Pali, Chinese and Japanese) terms and concepts as well 
integration of insights from various disciplinary fields.  Strong analytical, reading, writing and 
oral communication skills are essential for students enrolling in this course  
 
VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. Introductory Model and Issue 

1.1. Characteristics of Eastern Philosophies & Religions 
1.2. Alverson’s Cube 
1.3. Said and Orientalism 
 

2. Hinduism 
2.1. Key Concepts 
2.2. Pre-Vedic Era 
2.3. Vedic Era 

2.3.1. Veda Composition 
2.3.2. Brahmins and Castes 
2.3.3. Cosmic Homology &Ritual 
2.3.4. Upanishads 
2.3.5. Epics 
2.3.6. Hindu Deities  
2.3.7. Schools of Indian Philosophy 

 
3. Buddhism 



3.1. Life & Mythology of Siddhartha Gautama/ Buddha 
3.2. Buddhist Dharma 
 3.2.1. Four Noble Truths 

3.2.2. Eight-fold Path 
3.2.3. Anatman 
3.2.4. Karma 
3.2.5. Dependent Origination 
3.2.6. Awake/ Enlightenment & Nirvana 

3.3. Theravada Buddhism 
 3.3.1. Pali Canon 
 3.3.2. Asoka 
 3.3.3. Theravada Today 
3.4. Mahayana Buddhism 
 3.4.1. Bodhisattvas and Universal Enlightenment 
 3.4.2. Three Bodies & Buddha-Nature 
 3.4.3. Branches of Mahayana 
3.5. Vajrayana Buddhism 
 3.5.1. Names and Distinctions 
 3.5.2. Three Roots 
 3.5.3. Historical-Political Dimensions 
 

4. Confucianism 
4.1. Background  

4.1.1. Chinese Folk practices 
4.1.2. Duke of Chou & Dynastic Deterioration  
4.1.3. Sketch of Master K’ung 

4.2. Key Teachings 
4.2.1. Ren and Li  
4.2.2. Five Relationships and Anthropocosmic Schema 
4.2.3. Education and Five Classics 
4.2.4. Human perfectibility 
4.2.5. Governance through moral persuasion  

4.3. Mencius, Mozi and Xunzi: Views of human nature 
4.4. Neo-Confucianism and Zhu Xi 
 

5. Daoism 
5.1. Lao-Tzu traditions 
5.2. Three major types of Daoism 
5.3. Key Philosophical Concepts 

5.3.1. Yin-Yang 
5.3.2. Wu-wei 

5.4. Health & Longevity – Qi 
5.5. Religious Daoism 

 
6. Blended Traditions 

6.1. Complementary systems  
6.2. Shinto in Japan 

 



 
 
 
Suggested Texts: 
 
Bresnan, P. 2007/1999. Awakening: An Introduction to the History of Eastern Thought, Third 
Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall. 
Koller, J. M. 2007/1998. Asian Philosophies, Fifth Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson/Prentice Hall. 
Novak, P. 1995. The World’s Wisdom: Sacred Texts of the World’s  
Religions.SanFrancisco:HarperSanFrancisco. 
Oxtoby, W.G. (Ed). 2002. World Religions: Eastern Traditions, Second Edition. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Source Documents: (The following come in various translations and editions. Any edition 
published by an academic publisher would be acceptable.) 
Analects of Confucius 
Bhagavad Gita 
Tao Te Ch’ing 
Upanishads 
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Economic Thought, M.R. Tool and W.J. Samuels (Eds), Second Edition. Oxford, UK: 
Transaction Publishers. 
Bailey, G and I. Mabbett. 2003. The Sociology of Early Buddhism. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 
University Press. 
Baird, F. and R. Heimbeck. 2006. Asian Philosophy Philosophic Classics, Volume VI. Upper 
Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall. 
Barnes, N. 2002. “Women and Buddhism in India.” Women in Indian Religions. New Delhi: 
Oxford University Press. 
Brannigan, M. 2005. Ethics across Cultures: An Introductory Text with Readings. New York: 
McGraw Hill. 
Dhand, A.  2002. “The Dharma of Ethics, the Ethics of Dharma.” Journal of Religious Ethics 
30.3: 347-372. 
Eck, D. 1998. Darsan: Seeing the Divine Image in India, Third Edition. New York: Columbia 
University Press. 
Faure, B. 2003. “Monks, Mothers, and Motherhood, “ “Conflicting Images.” The Power of 
Denial: Buddhism, Purity, and Gender: 145-215. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University  Press. 
Flood, G. 1997/1996. An Introduction to Hinduism. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Hawley, J.S. and D.M. Wulff. 1986/1982. The Divine Consort: Radha and the Goddesses of 
India. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Hopfe, L and M. Woodward. 2007/1998. “Taoism.” Religions of the World. Tenth Edition. 
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/ Prentice Hall. 
Ivanhoe, P.J. 2000. Confucian Moral Self Cultivation, Second Edition. Indianapolis: Hackett 
Publishing Co., Inc. 



Jagannathan, S. and N. Krishna. 2003/1992. Ganesha: The Auspicious The Beginning. Ballard 
Estate, Mumbai: Vakils, Feffer & Simons Pvt. Ltd. 
Kinsley, D. R. 1988/1986. Hindu Goddesses: Vision of the Divine Feminine in the Hindu 
Religious Tradition. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Ko, D., J. K. Haboush, and J.R. Piggott (Eds). 2003. Women and Confucian Cultures in 
Premodern China, Korea, and Japan. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Madsen, R. 2002. “Confucian Conceptions of Civil Society.” Alternative Conceptions of Civil 
Society, S. 
Mitchell, D. 2002. Buddhism: Introducing the Buddhist Experience. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
Mullen, E. 2004. “Tibetan Buddhist Views on Death: Compassion and Liberation. Death and 
Dying in World Religions, L. Bregman (Ed). Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing. 
Ohnuma, R. 2006. “Debt to the Mother: A Neglected Aspect of the Founding of the Buddhist 
Nuns’ Order.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 74: 861-901. 
Porterfield, A. 1998. “Puja to the Hindu Goddess Devi.” The Power of Religion: A 
Comparative Introduction. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Said, E. 1978. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books/Random House. 
Sen, K. M. 1961. Hinduism. London & New York: Penguin 
Smith, H. 1991. “Taoism.” The World's Religions. San Francisco: Harper San Francisco 
Suzuki, S. 1995/1970. Zen Mind, Beginner's Mind: Informal Talks on Zen Meditation and 
Practice. New York & Tokyo: Weatherhill. 
VanVoorst, R. 2006. Anthology of World Scriptures, Fifth Edition: 25-117; 137-184. Belmont, 
CA: Thomson/Wadsworth. 
Weigand, A. 2004. “The Chinese Experience of Death: Continuity in Transition.” Death and 
Dying in World Religions: An Anthology, L. Bregman (Ed). Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing. 
Wei-ming, T. 1993. “Confucianism.” Our Religions, A. Sharma (Ed). San Francisco: Harper. 
Xiaogan, L. 1993. “Taoism.” Our Religions, A. Sharma (Ed). San Francisco: Harper. 
Yadlapati, M. 2005. “Sita and Sarah: Female Complementarity or Special Revelation?” 
Unpublished paper. AAR Conference, November 2005. 
Young, K. 2002. “Women and Hinduism.” Women in Indian Religions. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press. 
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COURSE CONTENT GUIDE 
 
I.  Date of Course Initiation: August 15, 2008 
 
II. Course Information 
 
A. College of School: College of Arts and Science 
 
B. Course Subject: Philosophy 
 
C. Course Number: PHIL A314 
 
D. Number of credits/CEU’s and Contact Hours:3 credits/3 lecture hours per week 
 
E. Course Program: CAS Bachelor of Arts 
 
F. Course Title: Western Religions  
 
G. Grading Basis: A – F 
 
H. Course Description: Study of three Western monotheisms – Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.   

Covers basic tenets, practices and histories of the monotheisms.  Examines the intersections 
of religion with contemporary concerns such as gender, ethnicity, and violence. 

 
I. Prerequisites:  ENGL A211 or ENGL A212 or ENGL A213 or ENGL A214. 

J.    Registration Restrictions: 

K.   Course Fee: No 
 
III. Instruction Goals and Student Outcomes 
Instructional Goals. The instructor will: 

• Provide students with a knowledge of religions as complex, contextualized phenomena. 
• Provide opportunities to grasp key stories, terms, beliefs and rituals as well as the 

intertwined histories of the Abrahamic monotheisms. 
• Provide knowledge in order to equip students to evaluate and respond as global citizens. 

 
Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the key figures, stories, beliefs, practices, symbols, and texts 
of the studied systems. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the relationships and interplay between the Western 
monotheisms. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of contemporary issues related to the intersections of religion 
and other contemporary foci – e.g. gender, ethnicity, and violence. 

 
 
 
 
 



IV. Guidelines for Evaluation and Assessment: 
 
Typical evaluation methods will include exams; in-class writing assignments; essays; quizzes; 
projects and research papers; group presentations; participation in small groups; and full-class 
discussions.  
 
V. Course Level Justification: 
 
The instructional goals and student outcomes for this course are appropriate for students of junior 
or senior-standing.  Adequate exploration of the course’s subject matter requires critical and 
mature examination of alternative belief systems and complex historical (including 
contemporary) situations. Strong analytical, reading, writing and oral communication skills are 
essential for students enrolling in this course  
 
 
VI. Sample Course Outline 
 
1. Introductory Model and Issue 

1.1. Characteristics of Western Monotheisms 
1.2. Alverson’s Cube 
 

2. Patriarchal Narratives 
2.1. Five Shared Patriarchs and Stories 

2.1.1. Traditional claims 
2.1.2. Oral and textual traditions 
2.1.3. Traditional genealogy 

2.2. Interpretations 
2.2.1. Important foci within each system 
2.2.2. Perceptions of the nature of “I AM”/“God /“Allah and humanity” 
2.2.3. Contemporary scholarship 

2.3. Symbols and Rituals Emerging from Narratives 
2.3.1. Contemporary presence – e.g. literature, art 
2.3.2. Multi-vocal phenomena 

2.4. Contemporary Issues Related to Specific Narratives 
 
3. Judaism 

3.1. Historical Overview – 900 BCE to Present 
3.1.1. Early Kingdoms 
3.1.2. First diasporas -- Israel and Judah 
3.1.3. Hellenization Period 
3.1.4. Medieval 
3.1.5. Zionism – Early and Post-Holocaust 
3.1.6. State of Israel: religion, ethnicity, politics 

3.2. Contemporary Branches in US  
3.3. Text-based Torah 
3.4. Key Rituals and Holy Days 
3.5. Key Themes 

3.5.1. Covenant and Chosen People 



3.5.2. Shalom – Justice and Flourishing 
3.6. Holocaust 

3.6.1. On-going patterns 
3.6.2. Jewish voices – e.g. Wiesel 

 
4. Christianity 

4.1. Life of Jesus 
4.2. Early Church 

4.2.1. Interplay with Judaism 
4.2.2. Separation from Judaism 

4.3. Historical Overview 
4.3.1. Persecution 
4.3.2. Constantine and State Religion 
4.3.3. Eastern Orthodoxy 
4.3.4. Medieval Latin Church 
4.3.5. Reformation & Counter-Reformation 
4.3.6. Religious Wars and Enlightenment 
4.3.7. US Religion 

4.4. Canon and Creeds 
4.5. Key Rituals and Holy Days 
4.6. Key Themes 

 
5. Islam 

5.1. Life of Muhammad 
5.1.1. Historical record 
5.1.2. Stories and hagiography important to system 
5.1.3. Religious influences and early practices 

5.2. Early Ummah history 
5.2.1. Four Rightly-Guided Caliphs 
5.2.2. Sunni – Shi’a Split 
5.2.3. Other early factions 

5.3. Medieval Islam  
5.3.1. Conquests 
5.3.2. Philosophers 
5.3.3. Civilization  

5.4. European Colonization of the Arab World 
5.5. Modern history 
5.6. Five Pillars of Islam 

5.6.1. Connection to stories of Patriarchs and Prophet 
5.6.2. Holy Days 
5.6.3. Key Rituals 
5.6.4. Enacted themes 
5.6.5. Jihad as 6th Pillar 
5.6.6. Shari’ah:  Law and Philosophy 
5.6.7. Qur’an 
5.6.8. Hadith and Sunnah 
5.6.9. Jurisprudence through analogy 
5.6.10. Consensus 



5.7. 5.7 Islam Today 
5.7.1. Sunni Majority and Modernity 
5.7.2. Shi’ism 
5.7.3. Sufism 
5.7.4. Other Muslim Groups  

 
6. Western Monotheisms and Female Gender 

6.1. Sacred Text versus Cultural/ Patriarchal Practices 
6.2. Demonarchy and the Importance of Ethnicity 
6.3. Colonization Effects on Women 

 
7. Religion and Violence 

7.1. Sociologic Views of Religions as Resource Mobilization 
7.2. Religious Authorization of Violence 
7.3. Fundamentalism 
7.4. Key Examples 

7.4.1. Crusades 
7.4.2. Jihad 
7.4.3. Current Conflicts 

 
8. Other Topics 

8.1. Baha’i  
8.2. Universal Claims and Proselytizing 
8.3. Faith Development Theory 
8.4. Sikhism 
8.5. Cosmology in the Monotheisms 

8.5.1. Death Practices 
8.5.2. Judgment 
8.5.3. Afterlife 

8.6. Apocalypse 
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 Plie, releve 
 Tendu, degage, battement 
 Rond de jambs, frappe 
 

3. Ballet Center Floor 
 
 Five basic body positions 
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 Simple pirouttes and elevations 
 Allegro combinations 
 

4. History of the art of ballet 
 
 Court dances 
 Louis XIV 
 Romanticism 
 Diagaleff, Balanchine and modern innovators 
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