
  Undergraduate Academic Board   
      Agenda 

                                      
 

March 28, 2008 
ADM 204 

2:00 – 5:00 pm   
 
I. Roll  
 
( )  Barbara Brown  ( )  Fred Barbee   ( )  Len Smiley 
( )  Caedmon Liburd  ( )  Gail Holtzman  ( )  Robin Wahto 
( )  Catherine Sullivan ( )  Grant Baker  ( )  Roy Poole 
( )  Cheryl Smith  ( )  Hilary Davies  ( )  Stephen Gillon 
( )  Deborah Mole  ( )  Hilary Seitz   ( )  Suzanne Forster 
( )  Erik Hirschmann  ( )  Toni Croft 
 
II.  Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1-3) 

  
III. Approval of Meeting Summary for March 21, 2008 (pg. 4-7) 

   
IV.  Administrative Report 
  

A.  Assistant Provost Tom Miller- WICHE-ICE 
   
B.  Registrar John Allred 
 

V.  Chair’s Report  
 

A.   UAB Chair- Caedmon Liburd 
   

B. GER Chair- Suzanne Forster 
   
VI. Program/Course Action Request – Second Reading 

 
A. CAS 
Chg INTL A101 Local Places/Global Regions: An Introduction to Geography (3 cr) (3+0)  

(cross listed w/ GEOG A101) (pg. 103-107) 
  

Chg GEOG A101 Local Places/Global Regions: An Introduction to Geography (3 cr) (3+0)  
(cross listed w/ INTL A101) (pg. 108-115) 

 
Del GEOG A103 World Economic Geography (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 116-120) 

  
Chg GEOG A211 Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment (3 cr) 

(3+0) (cross listed w/ ENVI A211) (pg. 121-129) 
  

Chg ENVI A211 Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment (3 cr)  
   (3+0) (cross listed w/ GEOG A211) (pg. 130-138) 
 
Chg GEOG A211L Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment  

Laboratory (1 cr) (0+3) (cross listed w/ ENVI A211L) (pg. 139-146) 
  
 Add ENVI A211L Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment  

Laboratory (1 cr) (0+3) (cross listed w/ GEOG A211L) (pg. 147-154) 
 

Chg ENVI A212 Living on Earth: People and the Environment (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 155-163) 
 
Chg COMM A235 Small Group Communication (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 178-182) 
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Chg COMM A237 Interpersonal Communication (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 183-187) 
 

  
B. CHSW 
Chg NS A427 Care of Victims of Family Violence (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 164-173) 
 
Chg   Bachelor of Social Work (pg. 174-177) 
  
C. CTC 
 
Chg   Apprenticeship Technologies (pg. 99-102) 
 
D. HC 
 
Add HNRS A209 Participatory Action Research (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 217-224) 

  
VII. Program/Course Action Request – First Reading 

 
Del PHIL A311 Metaphysics and Epistemology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 188) 
 
Add PHIL A317 Metaphysics (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 189-195) 
 
Add PHIL A318 Epistemology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 196-203) 
 
Add PHIL A423 Advanced Ethical Theory (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 204-211) 
 
Chg   Philosophy BA, Minor (pg. 212-216) 
 
Chg   Bachelor of Science, Technology (BST) (pg. ) 
 
Chg ASL A101 Elementary American Sign Language I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg ASL A102 Elementary American Sign Language II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg ASL A201 Intermediate American Sign Language I (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg ASL A202 Intermediate American Sign Language II (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg FREN A101 Elementary French I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg FREN A102 Elementary French II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg FREN A201 Intermediate French I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg FREN A202 Intermediate French II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg JPN A101 First Year Japanese I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg JPN A102 First Year Japanese II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg JPN A201 Second Year Japanese I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg JPN A202 Second Year Japanese II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg SPAN A101 Elementary Spanish I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg SPAN A102 Elementary Spanish II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg SPAN A201 Intermediate Spanish I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 



March 28, 2008  Undergraduate Academic Board   
Page 3  Agenda 

Chg SPAN A202 Intermediate Spanish II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 

Chg RUSS A101 Elementary Russian I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg RUSS A102 Elementary Russian II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg RUSS A201 Intermediate Russian I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg RUSS A202 Intermediate Russian II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg GER A101 Elementary German I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg GER A102 Elementary German II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg GER A201 Intermediate German I (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg GER A202 Intermediate German II (4 cr) (4+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg JPC A403 Communications and Medica Research (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg BA A375 Statistics for Business and Economics (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Del BA A441 Retailing Management (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg BA A447 International Marketing (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg BA A463 Promotion Management (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Chg BA A481 Applications in Management (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. ) 
 
Related Instruction and Practicum (pg. ) 
 

  
VIII. Old Business 

 
IX. New Business 

 
 

X. Informational Items and Adjournment 
 

A. Curriculum Log  
 

B. Curriculum Handbook 
 

C. Purge List 
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March 21, 2008 
ADM 204 

2:00 – 5:00 pm   
 
I. Roll  
 
( )  Barbara Brown  (x)  Fred Barbee  ( )  Len Smiley 
(x)  Caedmon Liburd  ( )  Gail Holtzman  (x)  Robin Wahto 
(x)  Catherine Sullivan ( )  Grant Baker  ( )  Roy Poole 
(x)  Cheryl Smith  (x)  Hilary Davies  (x)  Stephen Gillon 
(x)  Deborah Mole  (x)  Hilary Seitz   (x)  Suzanne Forster 
(x)  Erik Hirschmann  (x)  Toni Croft 
 
II.  Approval of the Agenda (pg. 1-3) 

Replace ENGL A313 docs that were emailed 
Approved 
  

III. Approval of Meeting Summary for February 29, 2008 (pg. 4-7) 
Approved 
   

IV.  Administrative Report 
  

A.  Assistant Provost Tom Miller 
Related Instruction will be discussed 
Accreditation Steering committee has been appointed 
   
B.  Registrar John Allred 
Degree works 
Mid-June will begin in office training 
Summer and Fall class schedules are out 
 

V.  Chair’s Report  
 

A.   UAB Chair- Caedmon Liburd 
Student Goal Attainment- Gary Rice (pg. 8-9) 
Comments: 
How would this change if Ds were not considered success? 
Many programs are now moving toward minimum of grade of C. 
Are you able to track distance delivery?  
Takes into consideration students who only take a class or two, and don’t intend to get a degree 
   

B. GER Chair- Suzanne Forster 
 Approved SWK 243, EDEC A105, and WS A200 
 Asked for revisions from SWK A431  
  
VI. Program/Course Action Request – Second Reading 

 
A. CAS 
 
Chg ENGL A212 Technical Writing (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 10-16) 
UAB remanded to GERC on Sept. 28 
Approved by GER on Nov. 9  
Tabled by UAB in Nov. 9 

 Approved 
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Chg ENGL A313 Professional Writing (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 17-21) 
Tabled by UAB on Sept. 28, 12, 19, 26 
Accepted for 1st reading by UAB on Nov. 9 
Tabled by UAB on Nov. 30 
Approved 

  
Chg WS A200 Introduction to Women’s & Gender Studies (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 22-26) 
Approved 

  
B. CHSW 
  
Chg SWK A106 Introduction to Social Welfare (3 cr) (3+0)  
SWK has made good faith effort to update this GER, but they request that this be removed from the 
agenda until next year. Faculty is on sabbatical. 
 
Chg SWK A243 Cultural Diversity and Community Service Learning (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 27-32) 
Approved 

 
 Chg SWK A431 Social Work Practice IV: Integrative Capstone (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 33-37) 

Approved 
  

 
C. COE 
 
Chg EDEC A105 Introduction to the Field of Early Childhood (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 38-43) 
Approved 

 
Chg EDEC A210 Guiding Young Children (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 44-48) 
Approved 

  
Chg EDEC A241 Infant and Toddler Development (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 49-53) 
Approved 

  
Chg EDEC A242 Family and Community Partnership (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 54-58) 
Approved 

  
Chg EDEC A492 Early Childhood Seminar (1 cr) (1+0) (pg. 59-63) 
Approved 

  
Chg EDEC A495 Early Childhood Internship (3-9 cr) (0+12-30) (pg. 64-67) 
Approved 

  
Chg   Bachelor of Arts, Early Childhood Education (pg. 68-87) 
Approved 

  
 Chg   Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Early Childhood Pre-K-Third Grade (pg. 88-98) 

Approved 
 
 

VII. Program/Course Action Request – First Reading 
 

Chg   Apprenticeship Technologies (pg. 99-102) 
Approved 
 
Chg INTL A101 Local Places/Global Regions: An Introduction to Geography (3 cr) (3+0)  

(cross listed w/ GEOG A101) (pg. 103-107) 
 Remanded to GERC 
 

Chg GEOG A101 Local Places/Global Regions: An Introduction to Geography (3 cr) (3+0)  
(cross listed w/ INTL A101) (pg. 108-115) 

Remanded to GERC 
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Del GEOG A103 World Economic Geography (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 116-120) 
  

Chg GEOG A211 Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment (3 cr) 
(3+0) (cross listed w/ ENVI A211) (pg. 121-129) 

 Remanded to GERC 
 

Chg ENVI A211 Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment (3 cr)  
   (3+0) (cross listed w/ GEOG A211) (pg. 130-138) 
Remanded to GERC 
 
Chg GEOG A211L Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment  

Laboratory (1 cr) (0+3) (cross listed w/ ENVI A211L) (pg. 139-146) 
 Remanded to GERC 
 
 Add ENVI A211L Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment  

Laboratory (1 cr) (0+3) (cross listed w/ GEOG A211L) (pg. 147-154) 
Remanded to GERC 

 
Chg ENVI A212 Living on Earth: People and the Environment (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 155-163) 
Remanded to GERC 
 
Chg NS A427 Care of Victims of Family Violence (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 164-173) 
Accepted 
 
Chg   Bachelor of Social Work (pg. 174-177) 
Accepted 
 
Chg COMM A235 Small Group Communication (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 178-182) 
Accepted 
 
Chg COMM A237 Interpersonal Communication (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 183-187) 
Accepted 
 
Del PHIL A311 Metaphysics and Epistemology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 188) 
 
Add PHIL A317 Metaphysics (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 189-195) 
 
Add PHIL A318 Epistemology (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 196-203) 
 
Add PHIL A423 Advanced Ethical Theory (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 204-211) 
 
Chg   Philosophy BA, Minor (pg. 212-216) 
Tabled all PHIL courses and program 
 
Add HNRS A209 Participatory Action Research (3 cr) (3+0) (pg. 217-224) 

 Accepted 
  
VIII. Old Business 

 
IX. New Business 

 
A. Related Instruction and Practicum- Assistant Provost Miller (pg. 225-227) 
MOTION (Robin Wahto): move this item to curriculum item for first reading 
Approved 
 
MOTION (Toni Croft): Agendas do not include anything other than memo, CAR, CCG, and/or catalog 
copy and find some alternative to indicate compliance. 
2nd Hilary Davies 
Approved 
 

X. Informational Items and Adjournment 
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B. Curriculum Log  

 
C. Curriculum Handbook 

 
D. Purge List 

 
E. Fire Catalog Copy (pg. 228-229) 

 
F. Centers and Institutes in Academic Units (pg. 231-232) 



WICHE ICE Steering Board Governs Consortium
One member from each institution

Institutional Faculty
 Determine participation 

within Department or 
Discipline as Teaching 

Faculty or Enrolling  
Faculty Enrollment ServiceseMedia

January, 2008

Page 1

Records Registration

UAA
Administrative 

Team
 Registrar
OAA Rep

PIC

Student ServicesStudent Technology 
ServicesIT ServicesFaculty Instructional 

Tech  Services 

University Right – Consortium 
Member

University Left – Consortium 
Member

WICHE
Administrative support

Consortium formed and Governed by the Steering Board representing all participating institutions and WICHE
Steering Board operates according to Bylaws found in Operations Manual
Common procedures for course exchanges included in Operations Manual
Institutional procedures established internally.
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UAA Description of WICHE ICE 
 

Concept: 
• Purpose: To provide opportunities for students to study in subject areas and at levels that would not be 

otherwise available to them. To take the expertise of great faculty to more students in the region. 
• Players: Regionally accredited universities in the WICHE region (and possibly beyond). WICHE acts to 

facilitate student exchange and credit/fee transactions. 
• Guiding principles:  

o Representational governance by a steering committee. 
o Faculty control course exchanges for both the teaching and the enrolling institutions. 
o Local institutional procedures are used whenever possible. (Enrollment procedures; student 

services; access to library and technology; cost of seat in the course; establishing course level, 
credits and applicability to programs; etc.) 

o Common procedures are recorded in operations manual. (Course data set, exchange procedures and 
timelines, grade records, invoicing and monetary transfers, etc.)  

 
History: 

• Pilot programs: Graduate Certificate in Supply Chain Management, NEXUS. 
• Regional interest: WICHE facilitated exchanges and suggested pursuing broader participation.  
• Creation of consortium and acceptance of operations manual: Approved in April 2007 in Portland 

 
Implementation: 

• Formation of Consortium: Agreement to abide by principles and procedures of consortium and to 
participate in governance. Currently 13 institutional members and 2 system members. 

• Course Exchange operations: Specified to minimum detail in operations manual. Use local university 
procedures – these have been developed by UAA. All members are (supposedly) prepared to offer or accept 
exchanged courses in spring 2008 

• Program Exchanges: Course exchanges can be used to facilitate shared programs.  A few exist. More are 
envisioned in social work, education and other areas. These require additional arrangements. 

 
Impacts on UAA 

• Opportunities for students: Obtain coursework not available locally. Enroll in home institution while taking 
courses from other member institutions. Transferability and applicability to degree programs is 
predetermined. No interruption in residence or difficulties with financial aid. UAA faculty retain 
relationships with their majors and students continue to associate with their peers. 

• Opportunities for faculty: Collaborate with colleagues from other institutions in bringing a greater variety 
of courses to UAA students. Fill classes where we have capacity. Alternate means for UAA students to 
obtain needed coursework when circumstances arise. 

• Accreditation: The NW Commission on Colleges and Universities has approved shared programs and 
reviewed operating procedures. Programs are approved. Procedures have received preliminary approval. 
Final approval expected soon. 

 
Challenges for WICHE ICE 

• Members, subscribers, promoters: Operation is supported by membership dues ($2-4000/institution) and 
student fees ($20course). To reach sustainable condition we need to build the number of institutional 
members and exchanged seats. 

• Quality control: All institutions rely on their internal quality control procedures for the courses that they 
offer. The consortium could offer additional assurance of quality in exchanged courses. 

• Faculty Collaboration: More opportunities (conferences, shared programs, projects, etc.) for faculty 
collaboration should be developed using ICE as a means to engage students. 

• Expansion: Other regions are interested in participation. 
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From Executive Summary – WICHE ICE. The goal of WICHE ICE is to benefit students through increased access 
to courses and programs in a variety of disciplines while they continue uninterrupted in their interactions with the 
faculty and advisors of their home institution. WICHE ICE honors each institution’s practices for scheduling 
courses, enrolling students, recording student performance and assessing the effectiveness of courses.  An 
Operations Manual, designed by WICHE ICE members, provides the necessary standardized policies and 
procedures for all members using this method for course exchanges.   
The defining characteristics of the WICHE ICE policies and procedures contained in this manual include: 

1. Students have expanded opportunities to select and access high quality courses and programs from the 
institutional members. Students, with the recommendation of their advisors, enroll at their home institutions 
in courses that are taught by faculty in the other member institutions. 

2. Each WICHE ICE exchange involves three parties:   
a. the Teaching Institution that provides the course in a distance format 
b. the Enrolling Institution that enrolls the student into the exchanged courses 
c. WICHE acts as a central agent serving all of the institutions and the students involved in exchanges by 

enabling transactions and by providing for advising, marketing and record keeping of activities. 
3. Member institutions agree to share essential information and adopt common mechanisms whereby faculty 

and other academic advisors from the student’s enrolling institution may effectively participate in the 
evaluation and selection of courses from teaching institutions.  Courses meet all standards for quality in 
design, content, delivery and effectiveness and all WICHE ICE institutions must be regionally accredited. 

4. Processes adopted at member institutions allow students to enroll in exchanged courses in the same manner 
as they do for courses offered by their home institution.  

5. The consortium is managed by the members through a Steering Board, and a thoughtful business plan 
provides for longevity and stability of the collaborative processes. 

 

WICHE ICE presents numerous advantages over the current transfer arrangements including.  
1. Students benefit through 

a. Improved access to advising and faculty guidance in the selection of exchanged courses, available 
through distance technologies at their home institutions. 

b. More straightforward access to student services and financial aid. 
c. Access to applicable courses for students displaced by (1) degree or work related travel (military 

deployment, internships, clinical experiences, etc.), (2) enriching experiences (volunteer, 
international travel, etc.) or (3) local disaster or disruption of service (hurricane, earthquake, fire, 
terrorist activity) 

2. Faculty benefit through opportunities to collaborate resulting in 
a. Enhanced educational experiences and courses available to students in their majors. 
b. Increases in shared courses and programs between institutions.   
c. Increased sharing of successful experiences and methods of instruction 
 

3. Institutions benefit through the regional WICHE network with added ability to 
a. Balance the supply and demand for courses, and solve immediate short term needs for particular 

courses. 
b. Respond to workforce demands, especially those that quickly materialize and dissipate.  
c. Provide critical enrollments for otherwise undersubscribed programs. 

Active engagement in WICHE ICE is expected to have positive effects on student retention and time to 
degree. 
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Course Information Sheet – For listing a course on WICHE ICE 

 

 
Term  

Course  prefix, number and title  
Course section and CRN (mother section and daughter section)  
Course credits (quarter, semester or CEU)  
Course level – pre-collegiate, undergraduate, graduate, professional 
level, continuing education/non-credit 

 

Program (if applicable)  
Campus and  Course catalog URL  
Instructor (name and contact information)  
Special instructor attributes (e.g. Nobel Laureate, Academically 
qualified by AACSB,…) – To be used in selection by enrolling inst. 

 

Catalog Description of course:   
Attach or link to Syllabus containing:- Schedule of activities, 
Course objectives, Text and readings,  Student learning 
outcomes,  Assignments, How assignments are evaluated, 
Assessment Processes, Special technology requirements 

 

Prerequisites – So that enrolling faculty can advise - Courses and (if 
feasible) knowledge or skills since course identifiers vary. If the 
prerequisite courses are described on a website, consider including 
the links. 

 

Delivery method and requirements: software, lab materials, access 
to databases, technology 

 

Seats Available to WICHE ICE for this section  
Dates:                                           Unclaimed seats will be withdrawn  

Instruction Start Date  
Instruction End Date  

Last Add Date  
Final Grade available to WICHE ICE  

Last date for refund: (Enrolling campus will be invoiced)  
Campus visits required? Practicum, clinical or engagement required.  
Special arrangements that students must make. (e.g. video a 
presentation or performance, take a skills test, visit a clinical or 
industry site, partner with a local entity, etc.) 

 

Name, email and phone of Academic contact (Usually Teaching 
Faculty member. May be someone other than faculty available to 
answer course questions) 

 

Name, email and phone of Administrative Contact (for clarification 
of listing,  student policy or procedural inquiries and dispute 
guidance) PIC 

 

Name, email, phone and hours of IT contact for help desk at UAA  
Contact information for bookstore and library at UAA  
Cost: Total per seat payable to UAA (This amount to WICHE ICE)  

Payable to College (describe and list amount and account#)  
Payable to IT Services (describe and list amount and account#)  

Payable to  WICHE (describe and list amount and account#)  
Payable to ___ (describe and list amount and account#)  

Other academic or faculty information: Include selling points of 
faculty rank and area of research or interest, faculty experience with 
the media used, successes, student testimonies of course value, etc. 

 

Student Readiness Checklist: Experience, Software, Student ability 
verified by the enrolling institution before enrollment in the course. 

 

  
Other important information  
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Student Information and Policy Agreement 
For UAA students enrolling in courses offered through the WICHE ICE Consortium  Appendix 3 

Course Information 
UAA is a member of a consortium of accredited institutions of higher learning in the western United States called the Western 
Interstate Commission on Higher Education Internet Course Exchange – WICHE ICE. The members of the consortium have 
developed courses that may be delivered using various technologies to many locations within the WICHE region. If you elect 
to register for one of those courses you must be aware of the following information and agree to the policies that govern the 
course delivery. 
 
Registration: 
The course,         (UAA Subject, Number, Title and Section), is 
presented as a UAA offering for   credits. You may register for the course through the usual UAA registration process, 
paying all tuition and fees in the process. Special discounts and tuition waivers may not apply to this course. For the purposes 
of this course you will follow the enrollment and payment deadlines for UAA and the course start and end dates for the 
[Teaching Institution], which may differ from other UAA offerings. Since you will be enrolling as a UAA student you are 
responsible for adhering to the established policies and procedures found in the UAA catalog and Student Handbook. You will 
also be accountable for any academic policies noted in the course syllabus that are specific to the [Teaching Institution]. 
 
Delivery: 
This course is delivered by      (the Teaching Institution), an accredited institution and 
member of the WICHE ICE consortium. The course instructor has supplied a syllabus available at     that 
includes course topics, the schedule of activities, student expectations, and student learning outcomes, evaluation criteria and 
contact information. It is your responsibility to contact the course instructor and comply with the requirements and the schedule 
of the course. It is also your responsibility to comply with the academic policies of the teaching  institution in areas such as 
academic integrity, course performance and  behavior standards. 
 
Evaluation of your performance and computation of the grade in your course is the responsibility of the instructor of record and 
the teaching institution. You will receive a letter grade based upon the work submitted at the completion of this course. 
Incomplete (I) or deferred grades (DF) will not be assigned for this course. Any dispute regarding process or content of that 
evaluation is subject to the review policies of teaching institution.  
 
Student Services: 

• General UAA services available to any UAA student in your status are available to you. 
• Library services will be provided by both UAA and the teaching institution. Access to on-line and other library 

services at the delivery institution will be arranged through [name], the [Teaching Institution] WICHE ICE Program 
Information Coordinator. 

• IT services will be provided by both UAA and the teaching institution. Regular student access to the UAA network, 
email and information services will follow your course registration. The IT staff and help desk at UAA will assist in 
technology issues associated with this course delivery that are under the control of UAA. Departmental and IT staff at 
the delivering institution will assist with issues that they control. Contact information is available through [name], the 
[Teaching Institution] WICHE ICE Program Information Coordinator. 

 
Records:  
Your academic record at UAA may be shared with appropriate persons from (the Teaching Institution) in order to determine 
sufficient academic preparation for this course. The instructor of record from (the Teaching Institution) will maintain records of 
your performance in the assignments and activities of the course. These records will be available for you to review and to share 
with UAA program faculty for which this course may apply. A record of your enrollment and performance in this course will 
also be submitted to WICHE to facilitate transfer of that information between institutions. A copy of your course record, 
including your final course grade, will be maintained in the WICHE ICE data base for a period of 5 years. 
 
The instructor of record will submit the final grade earned in the course to the UAA registrar through a mechanism established 
by WICHE ICE. The final grade submitted will be: 1) evaluated as a transfer grade to remove any plus or minus notation based 
upon the UAA acceptance of transfer credit; 2) added to your UAA transcript; and 3) used in the calculation of your overall 
GPA. Courses offered in this manner are considered to be resident credit. 
Agreement: 
I agree to the policies and procedures outlined above and wish to continue my registration in the course identified. 
 
            
  Student Name       Date 



Using WICHE ICE at UAA 

WICHE ICE course process examples_mod1.doc  Page 1 of 1 

Think of a colleague with whom you would like to collaborate, a course you have ready to teach 
but have never quite had enough of a student base to make work, or your favorite professor that 
you would like to have your students experience a course from.  
 
Process to offer a course: 
1. Identify / develop a course and get either a temporary number or a selected topics 

number assigned by your department. 
2. Contact Scheduling and Publications in the Office of the Registrar with a completed 

Course Request form, noting that this will be a “stacked” course. The Office of the 
Registrar will enroll the students from WICHE ICE in one section and the UAA students 
in another. 

3. Contact Shane Southwick and complete the Course Information Record which identifies 
the number of seats you want to make available on the WICHE ICE site and other 
information important to the enrolling institution.  

4. Identify a date by when you would like to pull the course for lack of outside enrollment if 
you want to be able to make more seats available to UAA students. You can alleviate 
this concern if you have collaborated with a colleague at one of the other participating 
institutions and you are aware that they have students already identified who are ready 
to register for the course. 

5. Teach the course. John Allred in the Office of the Registrar will ensure the ICE students 
have student records and Shane Southwick will be the liaison with the ICE students to 
ensure they have access to the library, IT services, Blackboard and student services. 

6. Submit a grade through the regular online grading mechanism in UAOnline. Shane will 
ensure the course grades are submitted to the WICHE ICE site and made available to 
the ICE student institutions for addition to their local transcript. 

 
Process to enroll students in a course: 
1. Go to http://wiche-ice.org. You can view the courses that are being offered by 

participating institutions. Or identify the participating institutions and peruse their course 
catalog to see if there is a course you would like your students to experience. The best 
scenario is if you have contacted a colleague at one of these institutions and have 
spoken specifically about a course you want your students to experience. 

2. Inform Shane Southwick that UAA would like to request seats in the course. He can then 
submit the request to the WICHE ICE system. Once the seats are available you can 
market them to your students. 

3. Shane will inform John Allred in the Office of the Registrar. We will create a UAA section 
for the course and make the course available within the Banner Registration system. 
Students will register for the course as they would any other online course with Instructor 
approval required. 

4. Shane will provide a contract to your department for the students to sign that identifies 
the WICHE ICE coordinator for the teaching institution, informs the student that they will 
need to be aware of deadlines and holidays at the teaching institution, and some other 
basic distance course information. 

5. Shane will submit the students through the WICHE ICE system for addition to the class 
rolls at the teaching institution. 

6. Once the course is complete, Shane will pull the grades from the WICHE ICE system 
and the Office of the Registrar will enter them into the student’s record as resident credit. 
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WICHE ICE Fact Sheet 
 
Fact:   Enrollments at UAA in distance course have increased from 2599 students form 
the Academic Year 1999 -2000 to a projected 9,500 student for the current academic 
year.  

- WICHE  ICE can provide the resources necessary to assist in meeting the 
demands of our students.  

 
Fact:   Each semester we are forced to deny hundreds of students access to our distance 
courses because the courses are at their capacity.  

 
 - WICHE ICE courses will provide these students with alternative options. 
They  will have more choices to and more opportunities available to them. 

 
Fact:   Each semester UAA is assigning online courses to faculty members who have 
never taught online previously. There is no established review process that guarantees the 
quality of online delivered academic courses. 
 
 - WICHE ICE provides access to and allows peer review of courses coming from 
some of the world’s most experienced and competent online instructors at accredited 
institution in the WICHE region.. 
  
Fact:  The demographic research for Alaska distance students indicates the following; 

a) The mean age of distance students in AK is 29 years and 10 mos. 
b) 72% of distance learners are female. 
c) 89% are undergraduate students 
d) 51% are part time students 
e) 38% are full time students 
Many of these are not typical students you will find in a traditional classroom. 
They often are working adults looking to meet their educational goals by taking 
their coursework via the web. Currently around 70% of UAA distance courses are 
undergraduate GER courses.  

   
 - WICHE ICE will potentially provide these non-traditional students the 

opportunity to continue their education at UAA without having to seek enrollment 
at another institution such as the University of Phoenix, Athabasca University, or 
Western Governor’s University. 

 



X:\GOVERNANCE\GAB\2007-2008 agendas\March\March 28\WICHE ICE FAQ Sheet_II.doc 

WICHE ICE FAQ Sheet 
 

Q: What types courses will students be able to take using the WICHE ICE program? 
A: That depends on what the offering institutions decide. Any undergraduate or graduate 
course that is available in a web compatible format may be offered through WICHE ICE. 
The faculty of the Teaching Institution determines the term-by-term availability of each 
course. 

 
Q: How will students from another school who are enrolling in one of my courses be   

supported? i.e. Blackboard support. 
A: This process should be seamless. Once a student takes an open seat in a UAA course, 
they become UAA distance students. Their information will be entered in Banner and Bb 
and they will receive the same level of support as any other student enrolled at UAA. 

 
 Q:  How will inclusions of WICHE ICE students in my distance delivered course effect my 

workload as a faculty member? 
A: The impact will be extremely minimal. The only thing that will be different for a 
WICHE student compared to a regular UAA student is the way the grade is reported. 
Final grades will be entered on two different grade forms. One for the UAA students and 
another for the WICHE students enrolled in the course.  

 
Q: What about UAA students who want to get into a course but cannot because the    course 

is at capacity due to WICHE students? 
 A: Our first priority will always be to meet the needs of our students. Departments and 
colleges have control over how many seats they decided to offer other institutions.  If a 
course has a history of being full, it would make sense not to offer any seats in that 
course. On the other hand, if a course usually has excess capacity it makes sense to offer 
up seats to other students.  

 
Q: Who is involved in the decision to share UAA courses through the WICHE   Internet 

Course Exchange (ICE)?  
A: Colleges and Departments will make decisions about WICHE ICE seat offerings using 
input from the faculty in the same way that they make decisions for other types of local 
and distance offerings. WICHE ICE will be one more tool used for enrollment 
management. 
 

Q: Who sets the price for online courses? 
A: The Teaching Institution has complete control of the revenue that it receives from a 
WICHE ICE course. If UAA is offering seats in a particular course, charges per seat are 
determined by UAA.  The Enrolling Institution may add fees to cover its costs (e.g. 
Technology or distance fee), and a small ($20/seat) fee is paid to WICHE for the 
administrative and recordkeeping services that they perform. The student at the enrolling 
institution pays the sum of these charges. Institutions will obviously have to carefully 
consider charges in order to strike a balance between course availability and program 
sustainability.  
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 Q: What if the course management system (Blackboard, Web CT, other) used by the 
teaching institution is different than the one used by the enrolling institution? 
A: From the UAA standpoint this should not matter. Once a student is enrolled in a UAA 
course they will be assigned a proprietary username and password which allows them 
access to the UAA network and all the services normally provided. All other WICHE ICE 
institutions provide similar access to their networks and services for students enrolling in 
their courses from other campuses. 
 

 Q: How will faculty members know which students are WICHE ICE students? 
A: All WICHE ICE courses delivered by UAA will be configured as cross-listed sections. 
This means that there will be two section numbers assigned to each course. The UAA 
students will be in one section and the WICHE students will be in the other. The two 
sections will be merged into a single Blackboard account for ease of course management 
by the teaching faculty member.  
 

 Q: How will faculty members/advisors know if a course taught by another institution  meets 
the academic standards necessary for credit at UAA? 
A: WICHE ICE offerings include comprehensive information about the course on the 
website. Also, there is considerable access to the teaching faculty members and their 
materials. UAA faculty members, deans, and/or department chairs will have the 
opportunity to view extensive course materials from other schools before accepting 
courses  into their academic curricula. If a course does not meet the standards, we will 
not buy any seats in that course.  
 

Q: Will a new course have to be designed to use on WICHE ICE or can I use the one I am 
currently teaching? 
A: If the current course is well designed and you would like to offer some seats to other 
schools, that is good enough. Remember other institutions will have the opportunity to 
view your course before deciding to use it or not.  
 

Q:  What is the University of Alaska Anchorage time frame for beginning to share courses? 
A: UAA has been using this, or similar mechanisms to offer courses already. The internal 
UAA arrangement for Alaska ICE and the Graduate Certificate in Supply Chain 
Management demonstrated the feasibility of this arrangement. WICHE ICE expands 
those efforts and makes collaboration possible with all institutions within the WICHE 
region. 
 
In Spring 2008 UAA is offering seats as a teaching institution and UAA students are 
enrolling in WICHE ICE courses offered at other institutions. 
 

Q. How does this affect our accreditation? 
A. The Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities has determined that the 
course exchanges described by WICHE ICE as a procedure are included in the 
institutional accreditation of UAA. 
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Course Content Guide 

 
Date:  24 March, 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:  College of Arts and Sciences 
b. Course Subject: GEOG 
c. Course Number: A101 
d. Credits/Contact: 3 credits, 3 + 0 contact 
e. Title:  Local Places/Global Regions: An Introduction to Geography 
f. Grading Basis: A-F 
g. Prerequisites: No prerequisite 
h. Course Fees: None 
i. Cross listing: GEOG A101 
j. Description: Introduction to cultural, political, and environmental diversity 

in an international context. Focus on key global issues, current events, and 
geographic approaches to understanding world problems.  

 
 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A. Instructional Goals. Instructors will: 
 

1. Introduce students to selected world regions, and the local places found in those 
regions, through a variety of critical themes while exposing them to the discipline of 
geography and geographic modes of understanding. 

2. Engage students through building a general understanding of the physical and 
human geography of key regions of the world. Topics include regional 
environments and environmental issues, population movements and settlements, 
cultural attributes, geographic/political issues and social and economic development.   

3. Expose students to key global issues such as globalization and global 
interdependence, global warming, population growth, terrorism, nationalism, 
language loss, colonialism and post-colonialism, and how these issues impact 
individuals and local places. 

4. Develop in students an appreciation of the world’s cultural and ecological diversity 
and the challenges globalization and economic growth presents to this complexity. 

5. Introduce students to the fundamentals of interpreting geographic/social science data 
as depicted by maps, charts, and graphs and using these social science approaches to 
make empirical claims. 

6. Expose students to the problematic nature of understanding the world through the 
social sciences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 



 2

 
Outcomes Assessment Methods 

Investigate the discipline of geography and 
identify how geographic modes of inquiry help 
us to understand the world. 

Exams 
Quizzes 

Describe the key human, physical, and 
ecological features of the world’s major 
regions and recognize the cultural diversity of 
the global geographic experience. 

Exams and Quizzes 
Projects and Presentations 

Identify and describe key global and 
international issues (including globalization 
and cultural diversity) and explore how they 
impact and/or transform modern life and 
individual lives. 

Exams and Quizzes 
Projects and Presentations 

Read tables, graphs, and maps as different 
modes of information depiction, while 
addressing their usage in various contexts and 
comprehending their limited but important 
abilities to make empirical claims.   

Exams 
Quizzes 

 
 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will employ a variety of evaluation methods that stress writing. Individual and group 
presentations are also recommended.  

 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is an introductory course intended to introduce students to the basics of geography and 
international studies.  
 
V. Topic Course Outline 

1. Introduction to the disciplines of geography and international studies. 
2. Key concepts in global human geography: population, cultural patterns, political units, 

globalization and global interdependence, economic and social development, gender 
equity, ethnicity and race. 

3. Key concepts in global environmental geography: physical systems, nutrient cycles, 
energy flow, natural hazards, global climate change, agriculture and agricultural change 

4. Survey of world’s regions and places (through key concepts and an emphasis on the 
impact of global issues on the world’s peoples) 

 
VI. Suggested Texts 
 
There are a wide variety of texts available on the market, but instructors should generally choose a 
contemporary world, regional geography text such as Marston, et al. World Regions in Global 
Context, Prentice Hall, 2005. A newspaper or magazine such as The Economist or The Christian 
Science Monitor that stresses current, international affairs is also recommended. 
VIII. Bibliography 
 
Below is a sample of possible resources: 
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Speed Press. 
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Schaeffer, Robert. 2002. Understanding Globalization: The Social Consequences of Political, 

Economic and Environmental Change. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 
 
Wright, Richard. 2005. Environmental Science: Towards a Sustainable Future. 9th ed. Upper 

Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
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Course Content Guide 

 
Date:  24 March, 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:  College of Arts and Sciences 
b. Course Subject: GEOG 
c. Course Number: A101 
d. Credits/Contact: 3 credits, 3 + 0 contact 
e. Title:  Local Places/Global Regions: An Introduction to Geography 
f. Grading Basis: A-F 
g. Prerequisites: No prerequisite 
h. Course Fees: None 
i. Cross listing: INTL A101 
j. Description: Introduction to cultural, political, and environmental diversity 

in an international context. Focus on key global issues, current events, and 
geographic approaches to understanding world problems.  

 
 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A. Instructional Goals. Instructors will: 
 

1. Introduce students to selected world regions, and the local places found in those 
regions, through a variety of critical themes while exposing them to the discipline of 
geography and geographic modes of understanding. 

2. Engage students through building a general understanding of the physical and 
human geography of key regions of the world. Topics include regional 
environments and environmental issues, population movements and settlements, 
cultural attributes, geographic/political issues and social and economic development.   

3. Expose students to key global issues such as globalization and global 
interdependence, global warming, population growth, terrorism, nationalism, 
language loss, colonialism and post-colonialism, and how these issues impact 
individuals and local places. 

4. Develop in students an appreciation of the world’s cultural and ecological diversity 
and the challenges globalization and economic growth presents to this complexity. 

5. Introduce students to the fundamentals of interpreting geographic/social science data 
as depicted by maps, charts, and graphs and using these social science approaches to 
make empirical claims. 

6. Expose students to the problematic nature of understanding the world through the 
social sciences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
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Outcomes Assessment Methods 

Investigate the discipline of geography and 
identify how geographic modes of inquiry help 
us to understand the world. 

Exams 
Quizzes 

Describe the key human, physical, and 
ecological features of the world’s major 
regions and recognize the cultural diversity of 
the global geographic experience. 

Exams and Quizzes 
Projects and Presentations 

Identify and describe key global and 
international issues (including globalization 
and cultural diversity) and explore how they 
impact and/or transform modern life and 
individual lives. 

Exams and Quizzes 
Projects and Presentations 

Read tables, graphs, and maps as different 
modes of information depiction, while 
addressing their usage in various contexts and 
comprehending their limited but important 
abilities to make empirical claims.   

Exams 
Quizzes 

 
 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will employ a variety of evaluation methods that stress writing. Individual and group 
presentations are also recommended.  

 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is an introductory course intended to introduce students to the basics of geography and 
international studies.  
 
V. Topic Course Outline 

1. Introduction to the disciplines of geography and international studies. 
2. Key concepts in global human geography: population, cultural patterns, political units, 

globalization and global interdependence, economic and social development, gender 
equity, ethnicity and race. 

3. Key concepts in global environmental geography: physical systems, nutrient cycles, 
energy flow, natural hazards, global climate change, agriculture and agricultural change 

4. Survey of world’s regions and places (through key concepts and an emphasis on the 
impact of global issues on the world’s peoples) 

 
VI. Suggested Texts 
 
There are a wide variety of texts available on the market, but instructors should generally choose a 
contemporary world, regional geography text such as Marston, et al. World Regions in Global 
Context, Prentice Hall, 2005. A newspaper or magazine such as The Economist or The Christian 
Science Monitor that stresses current, international affairs is also recommended. 
VIII. Bibliography 
 
Below is a sample of possible resources: 
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To: CAS Course and Curriculum Committee 
 UAB and UAB GER Sub-committee 
 
From: Dorn Van Dommelen, Geography and Environmental Studies 
 
Re:  Curricular implications of GES curriculum changes 
 
A number of changes to the course catalogue will be necessitated by the curricular 
changes proposed: 
 
ENVI minor: the ENVI A201, A202 sequence will need to be renumbered as 
ENVI/GEOG A211, ENVI A212 both in the listing of the courses and in the description 
of the minor. GEOG A205 should be removed from list of possible natural science 
courses 
 
AP Testing ENVI A211 for ENVI A202 
 
General Course requirements for AA degree 

List department as Geography and Environmental Studies in Natural and Social 
Sciences: ENVI A211 for ENVI A202, ENVI A212 for ENVI A201, GEOG 
A211 and GEOG A211L for GEOG A205 and GEOG A205L 

 
GERs Natural Sciences list 

ENVI A211 for ENVI A202, GEOG A211 and GEOG A211L for GEOG A205 
and GEOG A205L 

 
GERs Social Science list 

ENVI A212 for ENVI A201 
 
In History major description, GEOG/ENVI A211 and GEOG/ENVI A211L for GEOG 
A205 and GEOG A205L 
 
Prerequisite for ANTH A354: ENVI A212 for ENVI A201 
 
Prerequisite for BIOL A373: ENVI A211 for ENVI A202 
 
Prerequisites for ENVI A492: ENVI A211 for ENVI A202, ENVI A212 for ENVI A201 
 
Prerequisite for PEP A363: ENVI A211 for ENVI A20 
 
Recommended for GEOG/HIST A345: ENVI/GEOG A211 for GEOG A205 
 
Recommended for GEOG/HIST A415:  ENVI/GEOG A211 for GEOG A205 
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        Disapproved:  
Initiator (faculty only)         Date              Dean/Director of School/College  Date 
 
     Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:           Disapproved: 
          Department Chairperson       Date               Undergraduate or Graduate    Date 

             Academic Board Chairperson 
 

    Approved       Approved 
    Disapproved:         Disapproved: 
                              Curriculum Committee Chairperson      Date              Provost or Designee    Date 
 

 
    
1a.  School or College 
       AS  CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
        ASSC 

1c. Department 
      Geography & Environmental Studies 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      GEOG 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A211 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
     GEOG A205 

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment 
    Earth Systems 
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2009                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other CCG 

 

12.    Cross Listed with   ENVI A211 
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
              
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA Faculty Listserve, Deans and Directors                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       The earth and its geography are discussed as a system of systems with feedbacks and interrelationships. Study of natural systems, 
cycles, and flows and natural and human induced changes in these systems.  Topics include basic ecology, weather and climate, 
resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans, soils), natural hazards. Uses Alaskan, Arctic and other regional examples. 
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      ENGL A111 and MATH A105 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
          N/A 

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
          N/A 
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
          N/A 
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        This course is being updated as a part of the review of GER courses. It will now be cross-listed with ENVI A211 (old 202), a course 
with which it was already closely aligned. This will allow GES to focus on our teaching and research strengths and reduce duplicative 
curriculum in CAS. This course will now be a foundation course in the ENVI minor. 
 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



GEOG A211 
Course Content Guide 

  
Date: 24 March, 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:  Arts and Sciences 
b. Course Subject: GEOG 
c. Course number: A211 
d. Credits/Contact: 3 credits, 45 contact hours 
e. Title:  Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment 
f. Grading Basis: A-F 
g. Prerequisites: ENGL A111 and MATH A105 
h. Course Fees: No  
i. Cross listing: ENVI A211 
j. Description: The earth and its geography are discussed as a system of systems with 

feedbacks and interrelationships. Study of natural systems, cycles, and flows and natural and 
human induced changes in these systems.  Topics include basic ecology, weather and climate, 
resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans, soils), natural hazards. Uses Alaskan, Arctic 
and other regional examples. 

 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A. Instructional Goals. Instructors will: 

1. Introduce students to the disciplines of environmental science and geography and 
give them an appreciation for their depth and utility. 

2. Increase students’ environmental literacy: the ability to use science to think critically 
about these issues. 

3. Teach students about some of the key techniques and methods used in scientific 
inquiry in the biophysical sciences (scientific method, laboratory experiments, field 
interpretation, etc.).  

4. Convey the importance of scientific inquiry and method in understanding the natural 
world while also developing critical skills in questioning scientific findings and 
history. Introduce students to the importance and limitations of science in addressing 
environmental issues. 

5. Provide students with a broad and thorough introduction to the environmental 
sciences, key natural processes and global, physical patterns. Teach how key elements 
of the earth’s physical systems are interrelated with its biological systems. 

6. Describe the impacts that human systems have on natural systems and how humans 
cope with natural systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
 

Outcomes Assessment Methods 
Describe the nature of scientific inquiry 
and be able to point to its strengths and 
problems 

Exams 
Essays 

Distinguish the key natural processes 
studied in geography and environmental 
sciences and explain how these processes 
produce scale-dependent biological and 
physical patterns 

Exams 
Projects 

Explain the important feedbacks and 
drivers between the natural world and 
human systems from both an historical and 
contemporary perspective. 

Exams 
Article reviews 

 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will employ a variety of evaluation methods that stress writing.  

 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is a course intended to introduce students to the basics of environmental sciences and physical 
geography but suitable preparation in Tier 1 GER courses is a requirement for this course, 
necessitating 200-level designation.  
 
VII. Course Outline 

 
1. Science and scientific method 
2. Earth as a system of systems 
3. Basic ecology, cycles and flows of chemicals and energy 
4. Atmospheric science, weather and climate 
5. Natural resources and threats to resources: air, water, ocean and soils 
6. Hazardous wastes 
6. Earth as a life-support system 
7. Natural hazards and human response to the natural world  
8. Alaska and arctic connections 

 



VIII. Texts, Resources, and Bibliography 
 
There are several excellent Environmental Science textbooks available. The following text 
appears to be the best based on experience at this institution, consultation with other institutions 
and faculty/instructors offering this course and summaries of student and faculty evaluations on-
line and recommendations of the Environmental Literacy Council 
(http://www.enviroliteracy.org/). The final selection will be at the discretion of the faculty 
member teaching the course.  

 
1) G. Tyler Miller. 2005. Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections 

and Solutions. Thomson/Brooks-Cole Publishers, (14th Edition, 2005). 
 
Other candidate texts include: 
 
2) Cunningham and Saigo, Environmental Science: A Global Concern. Wm 

Brown, Dubuque IA, (5th Edition, 2002) 
3) Withgott and Brennen, Environment: The Science Behind the Stories. 

Benjamin Cummings Publishers, San Francisco, CA (1st Edition, 
forthcoming 2007). 

 
• Supplementary readings from accessible primary literature, such as Science, Nature, and 

Scientific American, showing how knowledge is produced and synthesized. 
 

• Supplementary readings from the governmental and consulting “Grey Literature,” such as 
Environmental Impact Statements and permit applications, showing how knowledge is 
used. 
 

• Web sites. Thousands of sites provide excellent additional coverage of many topics. 
 
 

Berner, R.A. 1996. Global Environment: Water, Air, and Geochemical Cycles. Upper Saddle 
River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 2000. No Man’s Garden. Washington, DC: Island Press. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 1990. Discordant Harmonies. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Carson, R. 1962. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  
 
Cohen, J.E. 1995. How Many People Can Earth Support. New York: Norton. 
 
Erhlich, P.R. 2004. One With Nineveh. New York: Island Press. 
 
Gleick, P.H. 2000. The World’s Water 2000-2001. Washington, DC: Island Press 
 



IPCC. 2001. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Scientific Assessment. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Keller, E.A. 2006. Natural Hazards. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Leopold, A. 1949. A Sand County Almanac. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Lovins, A.B. 1979. Soft Energy Path. New York: Harper & Row. 
 
Manning, R. 2004. Against the Grain. New York: North Point Press. 
 
McKee, J.K. 2003. Sparing Nature. New Brunswick, NJ: University of Rutgers Press 
 
Nash, R.F. 1988. The Rights of Nature. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
 
Odum, Eugene. 2004. Fundamentals of Ecology. Duxbury: Brooks/Cole. 
 
Peterson, R.O. 1995. The Wolves of Isle Royale: A Broken Balance. Niocqua, WI: Willow Creek 
Press. 
 
Watts, R.J. 1998. Hazardous Wastes. New York: John Wiley. 
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1a.  School or College 
       AS  CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
        ASSC 

1c. Department 
      Geography & Environmental Studies 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      ENVI 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A211 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
     ENVI A202 

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       3 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (3+0) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment 
    Earth Systems 
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2009                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other CCG 

 

12.    Cross Listed with   GEOG A211 
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
              
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA Faculty Listserve, Deans and Directors                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       The earth and its geography are discussed as a system of systems with feedbacks and interrelationships. Study of natural systems, 
cycles, and flows and natural and human induced changes in these systems.  Topics include basic ecology, weather and climate, 
resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans, soils), natural hazards. Uses Alaskan, Arctic and other regional examples. 
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      ENGL A111 and MATH A105 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
          N/A 

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
          N/A 
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
          N/A 
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        This course is being updated as a part of the review of GER courses. It will now be cross-listed with GEOG A211 (old 205), a 
course with which it was already closely aligned. This will allow GES to focus on our teaching and research strengths and reduce 
duplicative curriculum in CAS. This course will continue to be a foundation course in the ENVI minor. 
 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



ENVI A211 
Course Content Guide 

  
Date: 24 March, 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:  Arts and Sciences 
b. Course Subject: ENVI 
c. Course number: A211 
d. Credits/Contact: 3 credits, 45 contact hours 
e. Title:  Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment 
f. Grading Basis: A-F 
g. Prerequisites: ENGL A111 and MATH A105 
h. Course Fees: No  
i. Cross listing: GEOG A211 
j. Description: The earth and its geography are discussed as a system of systems with 

feedbacks and interrelationships. Study of natural systems, cycles, and flows and natural and 
human induced changes in these systems.  Topics include basic ecology, weather and climate, 
resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans, soils), natural hazards. Uses Alaskan, Arctic 
and other regional examples. 

 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A. Instructional Goals. Instructors will: 

1. Introduce students to the disciplines of environmental science and geography and 
give them an appreciation for their depth and utility. 

2. Increase students’ environmental literacy: the ability to use science to think critically 
about these issues. 

3. Teach students about some of the key techniques and methods used in scientific 
inquiry in the biophysical sciences (scientific method, laboratory experiments, field 
interpretation, etc.).  

4. Convey the importance of scientific inquiry and method in understanding the natural 
world while also developing critical skills in questioning scientific findings and 
history. Introduce students to the importance and limitations of science in addressing 
environmental issues. 

5. Provide students with a broad and thorough introduction to the environmental 
sciences, key natural processes and global, physical patterns. Teach how key elements 
of the earth’s physical systems are interrelated with its biological systems. 

6. Describe the impacts that human systems have on natural systems and how humans 
cope with natural systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
 

Outcomes Assessment Methods 
Describe the nature of scientific inquiry 
and be able to point to its strengths and 
problems 

Exams 
Essays 

Distinguish the key natural processes 
studied in geography and environmental 
sciences and explain how these processes 
produce scale-dependent biological and 
physical patterns 

Exams 
Projects 

Explain the important feedbacks and 
drivers between the natural world and 
human systems from both an historical and 
contemporary perspective. 

Exams 
Article reviews 

 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will employ a variety of evaluation methods that stress writing.  

 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is a course intended to introduce students to the basics of environmental sciences and physical 
geography but suitable preparation in Tier 1 GER courses is a requirement for this course, 
necessitating 200-level designation.  
 
VII. Course Outline 

 
1. Science and scientific method 
2. Earth as a system of systems 
3. Basic ecology, cycles and flows of chemicals and energy 
4. Atmospheric science, weather and climate 
5. Natural resources and threats to resources: air, water, ocean and soils 
6. Hazardous wastes 
6. Earth as a life-support system 
7. Natural hazards and human response to the natural world  
8. Alaska and arctic connections 

 



VIII. Texts, Resources, and Bibliography 
 
There are several excellent Environmental Science textbooks available. The following text 
appears to be the best based on experience at this institution, consultation with other institutions 
and faculty/instructors offering this course and summaries of student and faculty evaluations on-
line and recommendations of the Environmental Literacy Council 
(http://www.enviroliteracy.org/). The final selection will be at the discretion of the faculty 
member teaching the course.  

 
1) G. Tyler Miller. 2005. Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections 

and Solutions. Thomson/Brooks-Cole Publishers, (14th Edition, 2005). 
 
Other candidate texts include: 
 
2) Cunningham and Saigo, Environmental Science: A Global Concern. Wm 

Brown, Dubuque IA, (5th Edition, 2002) 
3) Withgott and Brennen, Environment: The Science Behind the Stories. 

Benjamin Cummings Publishers, San Francisco, CA (1st Edition, 
forthcoming 2007). 

 
• Supplementary readings from accessible primary literature, such as Science, Nature, and 

Scientific American, showing how knowledge is produced and synthesized. 
 

• Supplementary readings from the governmental and consulting “Grey Literature,” such as 
Environmental Impact Statements and permit applications, showing how knowledge is 
used. 
 

• Web sites. Thousands of sites provide excellent additional coverage of many topics. 
 
 

Berner, R.A. 1996. Global Environment: Water, Air, and Geochemical Cycles. Upper Saddle 
River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 2000. No Man’s Garden. Washington, DC: Island Press. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 1990. Discordant Harmonies. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Carson, R. 1962. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  
 
Cohen, J.E. 1995. How Many People Can Earth Support. New York: Norton. 
 
Erhlich, P.R. 2004. One With Nineveh. New York: Island Press. 
 
Gleick, P.H. 2000. The World’s Water 2000-2001. Washington, DC: Island Press 
 



IPCC. 2001. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Scientific Assessment. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Keller, E.A. 2006. Natural Hazards. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Leopold, A. 1949. A Sand County Almanac. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Lovins, A.B. 1979. Soft Energy Path. New York: Harper & Row. 
 
Manning, R. 2004. Against the Grain. New York: North Point Press. 
 
McKee, J.K. 2003. Sparing Nature. New Brunswick, NJ: University of Rutgers Press 
 
Nash, R.F. 1988. The Rights of Nature. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
 
Odum, Eugene. 2004. Fundamentals of Ecology. Duxbury: Brooks/Cole. 
 
Peterson, R.O. 1995. The Wolves of Isle Royale: A Broken Balance. Niocqua, WI: Willow Creek 
Press. 
 
Watts, R.J. 1998. Hazardous Wastes. New York: John Wiley. 
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1a.  School or College 
       AS  CAS 
 

1b.  Division 
        ASSC 

1c. Department 
      Geography & Environmental Studies 

2.  Course Prefix 
 
      GEOG 

3.  Course Number 
 
      A211L 

4.  Previous Course Prefix & Number 
 
     GEOG A205L 

5a.  Credits/CEU 
 

       1 

5b.  Contact Hours 
       (Lecture + Lab) 
        (0+3) 
 

6. Complete Course/Program Title 
    Earth Systems: The Science and Geography of the Natural Environment Laboratory 
    Earth Systems Lab 
Abbreviated Title for Transcript (30 character) 
 

7.  Type of Course                       Academic                 Non-credit                     CEU                         Professional Development 
 

 
9.   Repeat Status No        # of Repeats              Max Credits        
 
 
10.  Grading Basis          A-F       P/NP       NG 
 
 

11.  Implementation Date   semester/year 
        From:  Fall/2009                To:       /9999   
                                                                          
 

 
8.  Type of Action       Course                         Program 
 

  Add                             Prefix                                   Course Number       
  Change                     Credits                                  Contact Hours 

(mark appropriate boxes)             Title                                      Repeat Status 
  Delete                        Grading Basis                      Cross-Listed/Stacked 

                                          Course Description              Course Prerequisites 
                                          Test Score Prerequisites     Co-requisites 
                                          Other Restrictions                Registration Restrictions 
                                                    Class           Level    
                                                    College        Major 
                                         Other CCG 

 

12.    Cross Listed with   ENVIA211L 
                                       
         Stacked         with                    Cross-Listed Coordination Signature 
 

 
13.  List any programs or college requirements that require this course 
              
 
14.  Coordinate with Affected Units:     UAA Faculty Listserve, Deans and Directors                              
                                                             Department, School, or College                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                               Initiator Signature                                    Date 
 
15.    General Education Requirement            Oral Communication         Written Communication         Quantitative Skills         Humanities 
                                                                                        Fine Arts                          Social Sciences                     Natural Sciences            Integrative Capstone 
 

16.  Course Description  
       Laboratory introducing students to the systematic acquisition of data and its analysis and interpretation in a manner consistent with 
the disciplines of environmental studies and geography. Includes field and classroom experiences and the use of remotely sensed data 
and geographic information systems in interpretation, analysis, and presentation. Themes include: scientific method, map use, 
environmental problems at multiple scales, weather and climate, resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans,  soils), and natural 
hazards.  
 
 
17a.  Course Prerequisite(s) (list prefix and number) 
      MATH A105 and ENGL A111; 
ENVI/GEOG A211 or concurrent enrollment 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
          N/A 

17c.  Co-requisite(s) (concurrent enrollment required) 
          N/A 
 

17d.  Other Restriction(s) 
 

            College       Major       Class       Level 

17e.  Registration Restriction(s) (non-codable) 
          N/A 
 

 

18.    Mark if course has fees       
 

19.  Justification for Action 
        This course is being updated as part of the review of GER courses. It will now be cross-listed with ENVI A211L. 
 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Action Request 
University of Alaska Anchorage 

Proposal to Initiate, Add, Change, or Delete a Course or Program of Study 



GEOG A211L 
Course Content Guide 

  
Date: 24 March, 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:  Arts and Sciences 
b. Course Subject: GEOG 
c. Course Number: A211L 
d. Credits/Contact: 1 credit, 45 contact hours 
e. Title:  Earth and Environment: The Science and Geography of the Natural 

Environment Lab 
f. Grading Basis: A-F 
g. Prerequisites: ENGL A111 and MATH A105; ENVI/GEOG A211 or concurrent 

enrollment 
h. Course Fees: Yes 
i. Cross listing: ENVI A211L 
j. Description: Laboratory introducing students to the systematic acquisition of data and 

its analysis and interpretation in a manner consistent with the disciplines of environmental 
studies and geography. Includes field and classroom experiences and the use of remotely 
sensed data and geographic information systems in interpretation, analysis, and presentation. 
Themes include: scientific method, map use, environmental problems at multiple scales, 
weather and climate, resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans,  soils), and natural 
hazards.  

 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes. Instructors will: 
 

1. Give students hands on experience in some of the key techniques and methods of 
environmental science and geographic inquiry (map use, GIS, spatial analysis, field studies, 
etc.) 

2. Provide students with an opportunity to collect and interpret data on common earth science 
topics both in field and non-field settings.  

3. Convey the importance of scientific inquiry and method in understanding the natural world 
while also developing critical skills in questioning scientific findings and their popular 
portrayal. Introduce students to the importance and limitations of science in addressing 
environmental issues. 

4. Enable students to experience the thrill of discovery through an inquiry-based setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
 

Outcomes Assessment Methods 
Apply scientific principles and key 
environmental methods to physical geographic 
and environmental concerns, and will discuss 
strengths and critiques of this approach 

Lab Reports, Group Presentations 
 

Use field observation, basic data sets, remotely 
sensed images, and geographic information 
systems to reach conclusions and 
generalizations about the physical world. 

Lab Reports 
 

Summarize and articulate an understanding of 
the relationship between physical and human 
systems. 

Lab Reports, Group Presentations 

 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will facilitate a series of labs from which students will work in small groups and individually 
to write lab reports. Instructors will augment evaluation as appropriate with presentations, debates, exit 
interviews, etc.  

 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is a course intended to introduce students to some of the basic methods and techniques of geographic 
and environmental inquiry, but suitable preparation in Tier 1 GER courses is a requirement for this course, 
necessitating 200-level designation.  
 
VII. Course Outline 

 
1. Science and scientific method 
2. Earth’s systems 
3. Basic Field and Map Studies 
4. Using Topographic, Geologic, and Weather/Climate Maps. 
5. Introduction to GIS and Remote Sensing 
6. Atmospheric Science, Weather and Climate 
7. Weathering, Mass Wasting, Avalanches 
8. Risk, Uncertainty, and Hazards; societal responses 
9. Natural resources and threats to resources: air, water, ocean and soils 
10. Global Warming, Ozone Depletion, and Acid Rain 

 
 
VII. Suggested Texts 
 
Instructors will generally create their own lab manuals and assignments focusing on local and global 
examples and content but may elect to draw some subject matter from published lab manuals. 
 



VIII. Texts, Resources, and Bibliography 
 
There are several excellent Environmental Science textbooks available. The following text appears to be 
the best based on experience at this institution, consultation with other institutions and faculty/instructors 
offering this course and summaries of student and faculty evaluations on-line and recommendations of the 
Environmental Literacy Council (http://www.enviroliteracy.org/). The final selection will be at the 
discretion of the faculty member teaching the course.  

 
1) G. Tyler Miller. 2005. Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections and 

Solutions. Thomson/Brooks-Cole Publishers, (14th Edition, 2005). 
 
Other candidate texts include: 
 
2) Cunningham and Saigo, Environmental Science: A Global Concern. Wm Brown, 

Dubuque IA, (5th Edition, 2002) 
3) Withgott and Brennen, Environment: The Science Behind the Stories. Benjamin 

Cummings Publishers, San Francisco, CA (1st Edition, forthcoming 2007). 
 

• Supplementary readings from accessible primary literature, such as Science, Nature, and 
Scientific American, showing how knowledge is produced and synthesized. 
 

• Supplementary readings from the governmental and consulting “Grey Literature,” such as 
Environmental Impact Statements and permit applications, showing how knowledge is used. 
 

• Web sites. Thousands of sites provide excellent additional coverage of many topics. 
 
 

Berner, R.A. 1996. Global Environment: Water, Air, and Geochemical Cycles. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Prentice-Hall. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 2000. No Man’s Garden. Washington, DC: Island Press. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 1990. Discordant Harmonies. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Carson, R. 1962. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  
 
Cohen, J.E. 1995. How Many People Can Earth Support. New York: Norton. 
 
Erhlich, P.R. 2004. One With Nineveh. New York: Island Press. 
 
Gleick, P.H. 2000. The World’s Water 2000-2001. Washington, DC: Island Press 
 
IPCC. 2001. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Scientific Assessment. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
 
Keller, E.A. 2006. Natural Hazards. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Leopold, A. 1949. A Sand County Almanac. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Lovins, A.B. 1979. Soft Energy Path. New York: Harper & Row. 
 



Manning, R. 2004. Against the Grain. New York: North Point Press. 
 
McKee, J.K. 2003. Sparing Nature. New Brunswick, NJ: University of Rutgers Press 
 
Nash, R.F. 1988. The Rights of Nature. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
 
Odum, Eugene. 2004. Fundamentals of Ecology. Duxbury: Brooks/Cole. 
 
Peterson, R.O. 1995. The Wolves of Isle Royale: A Broken Balance. Niocqua, WI: Willow Creek Press. 
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Date: 24 March, 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:  Arts and Sciences 
b. Course Subject: ENVI 
c. Course Number: A211L 
d. Credits/Contact: 1 credit, 45 contact hours 
e. Title:  Earth and Environment: The Science and Geography of the Natural 

Environment Lab 
f. Grading Basis: A-F 
g. Prerequisites: ENGL A111 and MATH A105; ENVI/GEOG A211 or concurrent 

enrollment 
h. Course Fees: Yes 
i. Cross listing: GEOG A211L 
j. Description: Laboratory introducing students to the systematic acquisition of data and 

its analysis and interpretation in a manner consistent with the disciplines of environmental 
studies and geography. Includes field and classroom experiences and the use of remotely 
sensed data and geographic information systems in interpretation, analysis, and presentation. 
Themes include: scientific method, map use, environmental problems at multiple scales, 
weather and climate, resources and resource stress (air, water, oceans,  soils), and natural 
hazards.  

 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes. Instructors will: 
 

1. Give students hands on experience in some of the key techniques and methods of 
environmental science and geographic inquiry (map use, GIS, spatial analysis, field studies, 
etc.) 

2. Provide students with an opportunity to collect and interpret data on common earth science 
topics both in field and non-field settings.  

3. Convey the importance of scientific inquiry and method in understanding the natural world 
while also developing critical skills in questioning scientific findings and their popular 
portrayal. Introduce students to the importance and limitations of science in addressing 
environmental issues. 

4. Enable students to experience the thrill of discovery through an inquiry-based setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
 

Outcomes Assessment Methods 
Apply scientific principles and key 
environmental methods to physical geographic 
and environmental concerns, and will discuss 
strengths and critiques of this approach 

Lab Reports, Group Presentations 
 

Use field observation, basic data sets, remotely 
sensed images, and geographic information 
systems to reach conclusions and 
generalizations about the physical world. 

Lab Reports 
 

Summarize and articulate an understanding of 
the relationship between physical and human 
systems. 

Lab Reports, Group Presentations 

 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will facilitate a series of labs from which students will work in small groups and individually 
to write lab reports. Instructors will augment evaluation as appropriate with presentations, debates, exit 
interviews, etc.  

 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is an introductory course intended to introduce students to some of the basic methods and techniques of 
geographic and environmental inquiry, but suitable preparation in Tier 1 GER courses is a requirement for 
this course, necessitating 200-level designation.  
 
VII. Course Outline 

 
1. Science and scientific method 
2. Earth’s systems 
3. Basic Field and Map Studies 
4. Using Topographic, Geologic, and Weather/Climate Maps. 
5. Introduction to GIS and Remote Sensing 
6. Atmospheric Science, Weather and Climate 
7. Weathering, Mass Wasting, Avalanches 
8. Risk, Uncertainty, and Hazards; societal responses 
9. Natural resources and threats to resources: air, water, ocean and soils 
10. Global Warming, Ozone Depletion, and Acid Rain 

 
 
VII. Suggested Texts 
 
Instructors will generally create their own lab manuals and assignments focusing on local and global 
examples and content but may elect to draw some subject matter from published lab manuals. 
 



VIII. Texts, Resources, and Bibliography 
 
There are several excellent Environmental Science textbooks available. The following text appears to be 
the best based on experience at this institution, consultation with other institutions and faculty/instructors 
offering this course and summaries of student and faculty evaluations on-line and recommendations of the 
Environmental Literacy Council (http://www.enviroliteracy.org/). The final selection will be at the 
discretion of the faculty member teaching the course.  

 
1) G. Tyler Miller. 2005. Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections and 

Solutions. Thomson/Brooks-Cole Publishers, (14th Edition, 2005). 
 
Other candidate texts include: 
 
2) Cunningham and Saigo, Environmental Science: A Global Concern. Wm Brown, 

Dubuque IA, (5th Edition, 2002) 
3) Withgott and Brennen, Environment: The Science Behind the Stories. Benjamin 

Cummings Publishers, San Francisco, CA (1st Edition, forthcoming 2007). 
 

• Supplementary readings from accessible primary literature, such as Science, Nature, and 
Scientific American, showing how knowledge is produced and synthesized. 
 

• Supplementary readings from the governmental and consulting “Grey Literature,” such as 
Environmental Impact Statements and permit applications, showing how knowledge is used. 
 

• Web sites. Thousands of sites provide excellent additional coverage of many topics. 
 
 

Berner, R.A. 1996. Global Environment: Water, Air, and Geochemical Cycles. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Prentice-Hall. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 2000. No Man’s Garden. Washington, DC: Island Press. 
 
Botkin, D.B. 1990. Discordant Harmonies. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Carson, R. 1962. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  
 
Cohen, J.E. 1995. How Many People Can Earth Support. New York: Norton. 
 
Erhlich, P.R. 2004. One With Nineveh. New York: Island Press. 
 
Gleick, P.H. 2000. The World’s Water 2000-2001. Washington, DC: Island Press 
 
IPCC. 2001. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Scientific Assessment. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
 
Keller, E.A. 2006. Natural Hazards. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 
 
Leopold, A. 1949. A Sand County Almanac. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Lovins, A.B. 1979. Soft Energy Path. New York: Harper & Row. 
 



Manning, R. 2004. Against the Grain. New York: North Point Press. 
 
McKee, J.K. 2003. Sparing Nature. New Brunswick, NJ: University of Rutgers Press 
 
Nash, R.F. 1988. The Rights of Nature. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
 
Odum, Eugene. 2004. Fundamentals of Ecology. Duxbury: Brooks/Cole. 
 
Peterson, R.O. 1995. The Wolves of Isle Royale: A Broken Balance. Niocqua, WI: Willow Creek Press. 
 
Watts, R.J. 1998. Hazardous Wastes. New York: John Wiley. 
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       Examines relationships between people and their environment. Considers environmental problems, potential solutions, and the 
social and ecological impacts of our daily choices as citizens and consumers.  
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      ENVI A211 or GEOG A211 

17b.  Test Score(s) 
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ENVI A212 
Course Content Guide 

 
Date:  25 January 2008 
 
I. Course Information 
 

a. College:   College of Arts and Sciences 
b. Subject:   ENVI 
c. Number:   A212 
d. Credits:   3 credits, 3 + 0 contact 
e. Title:    Living on Earth: People and the Environment 
f. Grading basis:  A-F 
g. Prerequisites:  ENVI A211 or GEOG A211 
h. Course fee:   None 
i. Description:  Study of the relationship between people and their environment. 

Considers environmental problems and potential solutions. Examines the ecological impacts of 
social systems and policy as well as of our personal choices as citizens and consumers.  

 
II. Instructional Goals and Student Outcomes 
 
A. Instructional Goals.  Instructors will: 
 

1. Present case studies and examples that demonstrate the complex interrelationships between 
human societies and surrounding environments, both natural and constructed. 

2. Introduce environmental studies as a structured but broad field of study and demonstrate how 
perspectives from multiple social science disciplines can be used to better understand the 
relationships among human systems and natural systems. 

3. Lead discussions showing how the limits of human objectivity are exemplified by competing 
truth claims about environmental quality. 

4. Demonstrate the use of quantitative reasoning and empirical data analysis to distinguish 
between empirical and non-empirical truth claims about human impacts on the environment. 

5. Provide students with opportunities to acquire, interpret, and analyze quantitative and 
qualitative social science data. 

6. Provide assignments and lead discussions through which students can discover and reflect on 
the interconnections between the social, ecological, economic, and cultural aspects of 
sustainability. 
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B. Student Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
 

Outcomes Assessment Methods 
Appraise and give examples of the diversity of 
human institutions and behavior as they relate 
to surrounding environments, both natural and 
built. 

Exams 
Projects 

Describe the fundamental concepts of living 
systems theory and be able to explain positive 
and negative feedback loops operating on 
multiple scales. 

Exams 
Homework assignments 

Demonstrate the significance of natural laws 
(e.g. 1st & 2nd of thermodynamics) and 
theoretical models (e.g. models of affluence 
and impact) for understanding resource use and 
environmental impacts. 

Exams 
Homework assignments 

Articulate and critically assess truth claims 
about environmental quality and the 
fundamental causes of environmental problems 
and the data and methods that are used to 
support these claims. 

Exams 
Homework assignments 
 

Assess and evaluate individual and societal 
pathways to sustainability and the limits of 
human understanding of the environment in 
formulating these pathways. 

Exams 
Homework assignments 
Projects 

 
 
III. Guidelines for Evaluation 
 
Instructors will employ a variety of evaluation methods that stress writing, reflection, and simple practical 
quantitative exercises on homework assignments.  
 
 
IV. Course Level Justification 
 
This is the third course in a 3-course sequence. GEOG/ENVI A211 is a prerequisite. Suitable preparation 
in Tier 1 GER courses is a requirement for this course, necessitating 200-level designation.  
 
 
V. Course Outline 
 

1. Introduction to the human-environment relationship (several case studies from different historical 
periods recommended) 

a. Environmental impacts on human society (e.g. disease, climate change) 
b. Human impacts on environment (e.g. resource stress, pollution) 

2. Landscape and place 
3. Key concepts in environmental systems thinking: Interdependence, limits, feedback, synergism, 

discontinuity, exponential growth 
4. Impacts as the product of population, affluence, choice, and technology 
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5. Fundamental causes of environmental stress: tragedy of the commons, disconnection from the 
natural world, destructive technologies, and other explanations 

6. Current environmental policies and laws 
7. Approaches to sustainability: Regulatory, political, economic, legal, technological, cultural, and 

ethical  
 
VI. Suggested Texts 

• Atkins, Simmons, & Roberts. 1998. People, Land, and Time: An Historical Introduction to the 
Relations Between Landscape, Culture, and Environment. (Arnold) 

• Botkin and Keller. 2007. Environmental Science: Earth as a Living Planet, 6e. (Wiley) 
• Goldfarb, ed. 1999. Sources: Notable Selections in Environmental Studies. McGraw-Hill/Dushkin 

(2d Edition, or subsequent editions as available). 
• Miller, G.Tyler. 2006. Living in the Environment, 15e (or subsequent editions). (Wadsworth) 

 
Due to the highly interdisciplinary nature of this subject area, instructors may opt to assemble collections of 
readings from several sources, including globally-oriented print media such as the New York Times, The 
Economist, Scientific American, National Geographic, Science, and similar publications.  
 
VIII. Bibliography 
 
Agnew, John, and James Duncan. 1989. The Power of Place: Bringing Together Geographical and 

Sociological Imagination. Boston: Unwin Hyman. 

Benyus, Janine.  2002.  Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired by Nature.  Harper Perennial. 

Capra, Fritjof.  1996.  The Web of Life.  New York: Anchor Books. 

Carson, Rachel. 1962. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

Chew, Sing. 2001. World Ecological Degradation: Accumulation, Urbanization, and Deforestation 3000 
B.C. – 2000 A.D. Rowan & Littlefield/Altamira Press 

Cohen, Joel. 1995. How Many People Can the Earth Support? New York: W.W. Norton. 

Colborn, T., Dumanoski, D, and Peterson Myers, J.  1996.  Our Stolen Future.  New York: Penguin. 

Diamond, I. and Orenstein, G. (Eds.).  1990.  Reweaving  the World: The Emergence of Ecofeminism, San 
Francisco: Sierra Club Books. 

Diamond, Jared.  2005. Collapse.  New York: Penguin. 

Elvin, Mark. 2004. The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China. New Haven: Yale 
University Press. 

Gore, Albert. 2006. An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We 
Can Do About It.  Rodale. 

Hawken, Paul, Amory B. Lovins, L. Hunter Lovins. 1999. Natural Capitalism: Creating the Next Industrial 
Revolution. New York: Back Bay Books. 

Hoyt, Elizabeth. 2005. Garbage Land: On the Secret Trail of Trash. New York: Little Brown/Back Bay 
Books. 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  2007.  Fourth Assessment Report (AR4).  www.ipcc.ch 

Kolbert, Elizabeth. 2006. Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate Change. New York: 
Bloomsbury U.S.A. 
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Krech, Shephard. 1999. The Ecological Indian. New York: Norton. 

Leopold, Aldo. 1949. A Sand County Almanac. New York: Ballantine. 

Lopez, Barry.  1986.  Arctic Dreams.  New York: Vintage. 

Mander, J., and Tauli-Corpuz, V. (Eds.)  2006.  Paradigm Wars: Indigenous Peoples’ Resistance to 
Globalization. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books. 

Marsh, George Perkins. 1864 [1965]. Man and Nature Or, Physical Geography as Modified by Human 
Action. Edited and Annotated by David Lowenthal. Harvard University/Belknap Press. 

McNeill, William. 1976. Plagues and Peoples. New York: Doubleday/Anchor Books. 

McNeill, J.R. 2000. Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth Century 
World 

Nelson, Richard.  1991.  The Island Within.  New York: Vintage. 

Norberg-Hodge, Helena.  1991.  Ancient Futures: Learning from Ladakh.  San Francisco: Sierra Club 
Books. 

Ostrom, Elinor (ed.), Thomas Dietz (ed.), Nives Dolsak (ed.), Paul Stern (ed.), Susan Stonich (ed.), Elke 
Weber (ed.). 2002. The Drama of the Commons. National Academy of Sciences: National Academy 
Press.  

Pollan, Michael. 2006. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin 
Press. 

Reisner, Mark. 1993. Cadillac Desert. The American West and Its Disappearing Water, Revised Edition 
(Paperback). New York: Penguin. 

Roszak, Gomes, and Kanner (Eds.).  1995.  Ecopsychology: Restoring the Earth, Healing the Mind. Sierra 
Club Books, San Francisco. 

Smil, Vaclav. 2000. Feeding the World: The Challenge for the 21st Century. MIT Press. 

Smil, Vaclav. 2003. Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties. MIT Press. 

Thoreau, Henry David.  1862.  Walking.  FQ Classics. (or: http://thoreau.eserver.org/walking.html) 

Vitousek, P. et.al, “Human Domination of Earth’s Ecosystems”, Science 277:494 – 499 (25 July 1997). 
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Course Content Guide 
School of Nursing 

Masters of Science Program 
 

I. Date of Initiation February 14, 2008 
 

II. Course Information 
A. College: CHSW 
B. Course Subject: NS 
C. Course Number: A427 
D. Number of Course Credits: 3  
E. Contact Hours:  (3 + 0) 
F. Course Program: Bachelor of Science, Nursing Science 
G. Course Title: Care of Victims of Family Violence 
H. Grading Basis: A-F 
I. Implementation Date: Fall 2008 
J. Course Description: Overview of family violence and its impact on health. 

The etiology of family violence is explored from various theoretical 
perspectives with an emphasis on prevention and intervention with at-risk 
groups. Focuses on the collaborative role of the nurse and the knowledge 
and skills applicable to providing care for victims of family violence.  

K. Course Prerequisites: Completion of NS A300 and NS A303 and NS A309 
L.  Course Co-requisites: N/A 
M. Registration Restrictions: If pre-requisites not met, RN licensure in state of 

Alaska  
N. Course Fee: Yes 

 
III. Instructional Goals 

The instructor will: 
A. Introduce various theoretical perspectives on the etiology of family 

violence. 
B. Heighten awareness of the scope and prevalence of family violence in 

society and its impact on the health of at-risk groups. 
C. Guide students in developing the knowledge and skills to select 

appropriate prevention and intervention strategies. 
D. Foster an environment that encourages self-reflection on issues of family 

violence and one’s response to aggression in self and others. 
E. Clarify the collaborative role of the nurse as it relates to legal and social 

services. 
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IV.   Student Outcomes 
Students will: 

V.  Assessment Methods 

 
Describe the scope, prevalence, and 
incidence of family violence in society. 

 
Class discussions 
Quiz 

 
Identify dimensions of family violence and 
its impact on the health of at-risk groups. 

 
Class discussions 
Oral presentations 

 
Analyze the etiology of family violence from 
various theoretical perspectives.  

 
Analysis of case studies 
Quiz 
Discussion 

 
Describe the continuum of aggressive and 
abusive behaviors and the impact of 
violence on the response patterns of 
victims, offenders, and child witnesses of 
violence. 

 
Class discussions 
Reflective analysis paper 

 
Develop an awareness of their response to 
anger and aggression in self and others. 

 
Reflective analysis paper 

Discuss the influence of culture, gender, 
and power and control issues on family 
violence dynamics. 

 
Class discussions 

Use the levels of prevention framework to 
formulate appropriate interventions from 
each part of the system (medical, social 
services and legal). 

 
Care plans 
Class discussions 
Quiz 

Analyze the role of the nurse in 
screening, assessing, and planning for 
the care of victims of family violence. 

 
Role play 
Analysis of case studies 
Quiz 

Identify the philosophy, organization, 
referral process, level of services and 
networking provided by community 
agencies at the local, state and national 
levels that serve victims of family violence. 

 
Community care maps 
Group project 
 

 
 



3 
 

VI.  Course Level Justification  
 
This is an elective course in the Bachelor of Science, Nursing Science program. As an 
elective course in an upper division program, it is designed to provide greater depth of 
content on a specific area by building on content that is introduced in a required nursing 
course.  
 
VII.      Topical Course Outline 

A. Epidemiology of family violence 
 1. Scope 
 2. Incidence 
 3. Prevalence 
B. Etiology of family violence 
 1. Theories of causation 
 2. Integrated theoretical perspectives 
C. Dynamics of family violence 

  1. Gender 
  2. Power and control 

3. Culture 
D. Dimensions of family violence 

  1.  Sexual abuse in families 
  2. Abuse during pregnancy 
  3. Children as victims and witnesses 
  4. Teen partner violence 
  5. Abuse of persons with disabilities 
  6. Abuse of older adults 
 E. Interventions in family violence  
  1. Health care interventions 

a. Nursing and medical 
b. Screening and assessment 
c. Forensic and legal considerations 

  2. Social services interventions 
  3. Legal interventions  
 F. Prevention of family violence  
  1. Individual/family-based interventions 
  2. Community-based interventions 
  3. Systems-based interventions 
 G. Family violence community resources 
  1. Local 
  2. State 
  3. Federal  




