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Continuing Education Units

Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities
The Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU)
has numerous applicable definitions, standards, and policies
regarding continuing education courses that are for credit or non-
credit. The Continuing Education Unit (CEU) applies only to non-
credit courses. A few policies and standards are presented here for
convenience (see the NWCCU Website at:
http://www.nwccu.org/index.htm)

Operational Policy A-9
Among the systems currently in use is the Continuing Education Unit
(CEU), an adaptable unit of measure for non-credit activities. The
CEU can be used to record an individual's participation in formal
classes, courses, and programs as well as in nontraditional modes of
non-credit education, including various forms of independent,
informal, and experiential study and learning.

The CEU or comparable measures apply only to non-credit courses,
programs, and experiences, however, and care must be taken to
prevent uses for which they are not intended or which would distort
their limited purposes. It is especially important that the CEU or
comparable units not be used to inhibit or impede educational
innovation and experimentation.

Standard 2.H.3
When offering courses that award Continuing Education Units (CEU),
the institution follows national guidelines for awarding and recording
such units which call for one CEU being equivalent to 10 hours of
instruction and appropriate to the objectives of the course.

Standard 2.G.7
The granting of credit for continuing education courses and special learning
activitiesis based upon ingtitutional policy, consistent throughout the
institution, and applied wherever located and however delivered. The
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