
Tony Prockish was born on November 3, 1932.

Mr. Prockish was involved with the Anchorage Community College/University of Alaska 
Anchorage automotive program from 1970 to 1986 as an instructor.  In 1970 he taught night 
classes and began teaching full time in 1971.  The automotive program was initially housed in 
the building where the welding program is now.  The new building was opened in 1973.  
From the 1970s to 1986, Mr. Prockish was the instructor for the automotive section of the 
auto/diesel department.  The garage in the Prockish home became a “second” learning center 
for many of the students.  Saturdays would find the garage door opening and closing as 
students and friends would come in to observe, listen and learn all about engines (especially 
Chevy small blocks, race cars, etc.).  His former students have entered the automotive industry 
throughout Alaska or have chosen other professions.  

Many of his former students remain in contact with his widow and daughter, Nina and Toni 
Prockish.  One student is a fireman for the City of Anchorage, several are in automotive 
careers, one is a teacher at the King Career Center, and one purchased the ‘32 Ford Roadster 
that Mr. Prockish rebuilt in the late 60s, which is still racing at the Alaska Raceway Park each 
summer.   Toni Prockish also continues her father’s racing tradition each summer in her Top 
Eliminator dragster.

This scholarship for automotive students was established in Mr. Prockish’s memory after he 
died July 22, 1986.  His family and friends knew that the automotive students would benefit 
from this scholarship for many years and that Mr. Prockish’s belief that knowledge is power 
would carry forward.  Since 1986 numerous schoalrships have been awarded to students in 
the automotive program.  The Prockish family has received thank you notes from Bethel, 
Anchorage, Kenai, and from young men and women who have benefitted from this 
scholarships since 1986.
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