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The initiating department is required to coordinate with all impacted departments. A coordination email is 

automatically generated by CIM at the point at which the college curriculum committee chair approves 

the curriculum.  

 

Minor changes are placed on the UAB/GAB agenda as informational items. Any UAB/GAB member may 

request that an information item be changed to an action item. No action can be taken on an action item 

until after it has been placed on the next meeting’s agenda. If there is no request to change the 

informational item to an action item, the Chair notes that it is a minor change and moves the change 

forward. 

 

2.4 General Education Requirements (GER) 

Overview: GER courses are subject to the same processes, guidelines, and procedures as permanent 

courses as described in the preceding sections of this chapter. Additional information, requirements, 

guidelines, and procedures are noted here.  

 
2.4.1 General Education and General Course Requirements 

The Associate of Arts degree program and programs at the baccalaureate level must comply with the 

UAA General Education Requirements specified for that program in the catalog. Associate of 

Applied Science degree programs and undergraduate certificate programs of 30 credits or more must 

have identifiable general education components in the areas of communication, computation and 

human relations. These components must be at the collegiate level, and their student learning 

outcomes must be assessed. The student learning outcomes of these general requirements may be met 

through specific courses or through activities embedded in the major requirements. If embedded, 

programs will be asked to identify the number and types of exercises used to fulfill these 

requirements and to describe their assessment methods.  

 

General education courses tend to have broad subject matter. They are often taught by many different 

instructors on multiple campuses and/or through various modalities. In spite of this, instructors must 

ensure all relevant student learning outcomes are addressed and assessed, wherever offered and 

however delivered. 

 

Faculty initiators should confer with the General Education Director and General Education 

Requirements Advisory Committee about the course prior to submission of the course (for addition 

OR revision) at the college-level of review. 

 

All GER courses must have instructional goals and assessable student learning outcomes that are 

consistent with the current UAA catalog GER category descriptors and the appropriate GER Student 

Learning Outcomes. These are listed in the catalog under each category and within the CIM course 

template. All category outcomes and relevant GER Student Learning Outcomes should be addressed 

in the course (e.g. in course description, instructional goals, student learning outcomes, and/or course 

content outline). 

 

The faculty initiator should consider and be prepared to answer questions, such as: 

• How will the instructor convey the general education aspect of this course to the students? 

• Do instructional goals tie back to relevant GER outcome(s)? 

• How does this course fit with UAA’s general education values? 

• How does this course play a role in the assessment of general education as an institution? 

• How will consistent delivery of general education outcomes be ensured among multiple 

instructors and venues? 

• Will this course offering affect enrollment in other GER courses? 
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• What programs require this course and what effect will this change have on those programs?  

What comments or concerns have been raised by those programs about this change? 

 

All GER courses are subject to ongoing review and approval through the normal Governance process 

on a cycle, proposed by the departments and approved by the colleges, which must not exceed 7 

years. 

 

The General Education Review Committee (GERC) is a standing committee of the UAB reporting to 

the UAB.  

Actions involving changes in GER are referred to the GERC. After GERC review and approval, the 

curriculum/policy change with GERC recommendations proceeds to a first reading at UAB.  

 

GER course review process   

A. Faculty initiator prepares proposal within a program/department and coordinates with 

affected units.  

B. General Education Director and General Education Requirement Advisory Committee 

consultation. 

C. College curriculum committee review/approval. 

D. Dean review/approval. 

E. GER Committee of UAB review/approval. 

F. UAB review/approval 

G. Faculty Senate approval  

H. Administration (Office of Academic Affairs)  

 

2.4.2 Revision of or Request for GER Course 

A. GER courses are approved through the curriculum approval process outlined in section 2.2. 

B. GER changes should have a fall implementation date. To ensure approval is received in time, 

the faculty initiator should consult the curriculum website 

https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/office-of-academic-affairs/curriculum/index.cshtml 

C. Additional Considerations: 

i. Inter-institutional coordination to facilitate transfer between campuses.  

o Courtesy coordination is recommended to determine potential transfer conflicts.  

o Check other campus’ catalogs to see if they have a course with the same prefix and 

number.  

o If this is the case and the non-UAA course is not a GER, consider using a new, 

unused (at all institutions) course number if making this course a GER at UAA. The 

registrar’s office can provide assistance with course number suggestions.  

o If a new number is inappropriate, please bring transfer concerns to the attention of the 

GERC.  

ii. Provides rationale for retaining or adding this course to the GER menu 

iii. Meets category definition from Board of Regents Regulation  

(www.alaska.edu/bor/policy-regulations/) 
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iv. The appropriate GER outcomes (category and institutional) must be selected within the 

CIM system and then justified through the course content guide. 

o Fulfills appropriate institutional GER student learning outcome(s) These can be 

found at this web address: 

https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/undergraduateprograms/baccalaureaterequirements/ger

s/ 

v. Addresses and assesses GER category student learning outcomes. Note: Each category 

heading is also a hyperlink to the catalog site listing category outcomes. 

https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/undergraduateprograms/baccalaureaterequirements/gers/ 

Oral communication skills   

Quantitative skills 

Written communication skills 

Fine arts 

Humanities 

Natural sciences 

Social sciences 

Integrative capstone   

NOTE:  

o Integrative capstone outcomes relevant to each course should be explicitly reflected 

in course-specific student learning outcomes. For example, Integrate perspectives 

and experiences from previous major and GER course work to address challenges 

and issues associated with the project. 

o Integrative capstone courses that restrict registration to completion of Tier I GERs 

should use the following registration restriction verbiage: Completion of Tier I (basic 

college-level skills) courses. 

 

2.4.3 Revocation of General Education Requirement Designation and Deletion of a GER Course 

A course’s designation as an approved general education course may be revoked if the course is not 

updated through the curriculum approval process at least once every 7 years or if the department 

offering the course does not provide requested data for the current general education assessment 

process relevant to that course. 

 

The revocation process will be initiated by the GERC. The GERC will notify the department of 

noncompliance with UAA general education policy (published in the Curriculum Handbook) and/or 

assessment procedures. After notification, the department will have the next academic year to come 

into compliance. 

 

If compliance is not achieved by the end of the next academic year after notification of 

noncompliance, GERC will initiate revocation of GER designation and the curriculum process will 

then be followed. Faculty wishing to reinstate general education designation for a course must submit 

a new proposal. 

 

UAA policy states that a course may not remain on the GER list if it has not been offered successfully 

at least once during the past two academic years. The Office of the Registrar will provide the purge 

list of GER courses to GERC and UAB each spring. Review of the GER list will be done annually by 

the GERC and UAB in the spring semester.  

 

2.5 Purge List 

2.5.1 Non-GER Courses Purge List 

A purge list is compiled annually for courses not offered successfully in the previous four 
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academic years. If a course has not been successfully offered in the previous four academic years, 

then that course will be purged from the catalog unless the department responsible for the course 

provides a clear justification for retaining the course in the catalog. This justification must be 

submitted to UAB/GAB for review.  

 

Reference to a purged course in impacted programs and courses will be struck from the catalog 

and from Banner.  

 
2.5.2 GER Course Purge List  

A course may not remain on the GER list if it has not been offered successfully at least once 

during the past four semesters, excluding summer. The Office of the Registrar will provide the 

list of GER courses to UAB each spring. Review of the GER list will be done annually by UAB 

in the spring semester.  

 

 

2.6 Curriculum Review Process for Noncredit (A001-A049), Continuing Education Unit (CEU) 

(AC001-AC049), Special Topic (-93s), Trial (-94s) and Professional Development (A500-A599) 

Courses 

These courses [non-credit, CEU, professional development, special topics courses (-93) and trial 

(experimental, -94)] are not entered into the CIM system. Paper-based forms are used instead. For the 

forms and more information on the completion of the forms, see the curriculum website 

https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/office-of-academic-affairs/curriculum/index.cshtml.  

 

This review process, for everything except non-credit and continuing education courses, is depicted in 

Figure 2b. 

 

For definitions of the courses in this section, see the UAA catalog course numbering system: 

https://catalog.uaa.alaska.edu/academicpoliciesprocesses/academicstandardsregulations/courseinformatio

n/. 

 

  


